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The Alaska Weeds ID mobile application was released in August 2015 as a free app for the public 
to identify invasive plants and report the location of weeds. The overall goal of the app was to 
educate the public on identification and to acquire more information from the public that 
contributes to the Alaska Exotic Plant Information Clearinghouse. While downloads of the app 
are substantial, use of the reporting function has been minimal. In fact, Extension receives more 
reports via walk-in, phone call, and web-based submission forms. We suspect low reporting is 
because of the complexity of the report form and that most reports Extension receives are general 
inquiries. Updates for the app will address this by incorporating a general inquiry form; however, 
this will not address adding more data into AKEPIC. Other strategies we may employ include 
targeting land management professionals, advertising, and increasing the number of workshops 
on identification and reporting with the app. Strategies for increasing use will benefit from 
promotion of the app by others, in particular when targeting land management professionals. 
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Outline 

• Initial creation and goals 
• How it works 
• Reports 
• Updates 
• New goals and directions 



• Created by the UAF Cooperative Extension 
Service, partnering with University of Georgia, 
with funding from Western Alaska LCC 

• Available on IOS and Android 
– 1149 IOS downloads 
– 265 Android downloads 

• Works when without coverage 
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• Goals: 
– Enable identification 
– Enable reporting of weeds 
– Confirm identification of reported weeds 
– Add more data from the public to existing 

databases 
– Create awareness 
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Species Lists 



The Key 





Weeds in your area 



Reporting weeds 









What the reports look like 

 











Updates 

• Increase the number of plants 
• Allow for what is this query without the form 
• Suggestions on where-geographically to report 

species 
 



New goals and directions 

• Increase reports received  
– 25 in the last year 
– 9 different participants including me 

• Agency partners doing informal surveys  
• More informal use by us 
• Explore incorporating other taxa 
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