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Not all introduced 

plants are bad 
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http://en.w
ikipedia.org/w

iki/K
udzu Kudzu (Pueraria montana) completely covered this cabin in the southern 

United States. Kudzu is a vine that can grow quickly and climb. 



Infestation 
of  

Japanese 
knotweed,  
Polygonum 
cuspidatum, 

on a beach 
in Southeast 
Alaska 



Invasive Species Impacts 
•  Alter ecosystem 
•  Cause loss of habitat 

for native species 
•  Displace native 

species 
•  Carry and spread 

diseases 
•  2nd leading cause of 

biodiversity loss 

Reed canarygrass growing on the Kenai  
River can cause sedimentation in gravel  
beds used by salmon for spawning. 

Karluk lake before Karluk lake after 



Where do you commonly find non-native plants? 

• Invasives are generally 
weedy species that grow in 
disturbed habitats. 

• Human disturbed places 
include dumps, urban areas, 
construction sites, gravel 
pits, roads & pull-outs, and 
trails. 

• Naturally disturbed 
habitats include river 
floodplains, burned lands, 
and  shorelines. Sterling Highway pull-out with white 

sweetclover. 



Non-Native Plants in Alaska 

•  Between 1941 and 2006, 50% 
increase in non-native plants 
recorded in Alaska.                                         
(Carlson and Shephard 2007) 

•  332 non-native plant species 
are known to have escaped 
cultivation in Alaska.  (ANHP 2010)  

•  Of 332 non-native species in 
Alaska, few are known to grow 
in natural habitats. 

•  A limited number of non-native 
plants have been documented 
to have dense and extensive 
populations in natural habitats 
of Alaska. 



How do Invasives get to Alaska? 

•  Reveg. Seed Mixes 

• Hay/Straw 

• Bird Seed 

• Potting Soil 

• Ornamental 

• Migratory Birds 

• Equipment 

• Clothing/Gear 

• Autos/RVs 

• Float Planes 

• Boats 



Many invasive plants were likely brought to Alaska as 
ornamentals for gardens 

Examples - butter and eggs, common 
tansy, orange hawkweed, oxeye daisy, 
ornamental jewelweed  



















How Do Invasives Get to the 
Kuskokwim? 



















































U
AF C

ooperative Extension Archive, 
U

niversity of Alaska - Fairbanks 

Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) can easily 
spread and take over natural habitats. 




