








* In southwest U.S., invasive 
species were recently noted to 
be an even more pervasive 
factor than habitat alteration. 

* Light, T. and M. Marchetti.  2007  
Distinguishing between Invasions 
and Habitat Changes as Drivers of 
Diversity Loss … Conservation 
Biology 21(2):434-446 

(Lassuy 1995) 
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Purple Loosestrife 

















Marine Vomit 

Not a Laughing Matter! 

Didemnum vexillum 



07 Anaktuvuk Fire 







Current State Distribution Data of Study Species 
(AKEPIC) 

Elizabeth Bella, 
HDR/UC-Davis 







• Ballast water 

• Hull fouling 

• Riders (rats, moths) 













Action often taken here 

Most effective 
action taken here 

Recognition by Experts 

Public often not 
aware until here 
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Alaska & the 
Arctic Today 

















Norway Rats – mostly from ship 
wrecks, have invaded many Alaska 
islands (Unalaska, Adak, Kiska, …) 

Did You Know? 
Each year rats kill more Alaska 
seabirds than did the entire      
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill! 

Rats eat eggs, chicks, 
and adult birds! 


