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PREFACE

AGRICULTURAL.GROWTH AN ALASKA HAS FOLLOWED THE DEVELOPMENT OF OTHER INDUSTRIES:
RATHER THAN. PRECEDEW (IT.; THUS: 1T HAS, NOT PARALLELED THE WESTWARD EXPANSION OF
THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES. THE GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF THE TERRITORY, iTs
SPARSE .POPULATION, AND 'ITS HIGH COSTS OF DEVELOPMENT AND OF PRODUCTION HAVE
LIMITED AND EVEN. PROHIBITED FARMING PURSUITS [N AREAS PHYSICALLY CAPABLE OF
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. BUT PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE IN COMMERCIAL FARMING,
INCREASED MARKET .DEMAND HAS FOLLOWED SUBSTANTIAL INCREASES IN POPULATLON' AND
URBAN PURCHASING POWER, - THIs [N TURN WAS PRIMARILY DUE TO ENLARGED MILITARY
AND MILITARY-RELATED CONSTRUCTION AND TO. OTHER PROGRAMS [N THE TERR1TORY,
CosTS . OF AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES SHIPPED TO ALASKA HAVE ALSO INCREASED. - THESE

 DEVFLOPMENTS HANE HEIGHTENED INTEREST [N POSSIBILITIES AND IN PROSPECTS FOR
EXPANDED AGRICULTURAL .LAND USE IN THE TERRITORY. INVESTIGATIONS SINCE WORLD
WAR Il HAVE BEEN MADE TO DETERMINE AREAS.SUITABLE FOR AGR|CULTURE BASED ON
PHYS|CAL CONDITIONS AND AVAILABLE MARKETS. ALTHOUGH LAND USED FOR AGRICULTURE
IN ALASKA ACCOUNTS FOR ONLY ABOUT O 1 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL LAND AREA, THlS

REPRESENTS A SIGNIF1CANT NUCLEUS FOR AGRICULTURAL GROWTH.

~

The PUBLISHED CENSUS. OF AGRICULTURE FOR ALASKA PRESENTS AGRICULTURAL STATISTiCS
ON THE BASIS OF JUDICIAL DIVISIONso. STupIEs MADE FROM TIME TO TIME BY THE

BEEN PRIMARILY CoNCERNED WITH'SPECIFIC AREAS oF THE TERRITORY. A MAJOR

PURPOSE OF THE PRESENT STUDY. HAS BEEN TO PRESENT CENSUS AND OTHER DATA ON

LAND USE IN A MANNER PROVIDING Iy BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF AGRICULTURE IN
ALASKA. . TO ACHIEVE: THIS OBJECTIVE, THE ORIGINAL SCHEDULES FOR THE 1939 aND

1950 CENSUSES OF AGRICULTURE wERE EXAMINED. LAND USE AND RELATED DATA WERE
GRouPED INTO EIGHT MAJOR AREAs oF ALASKA° SEVEN AREAs WERE DELINEATED ON THE

.....

~GRoUR QF FARMSoA THE SCATTERED AGRICULTURE OF THE 'LARGE REMAINING PART OF -
THE TERRITORY Is TREATED UNDER THE AREA HEADING "ALL OTHER“ R -
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SUMMARY

THIS REPORT ON'THE AGRICULTURE OF ALAsKA 1Is BASED MAINLY ON lNFORMATlON CON-
TAINED [N THE 1939 AND 1950 CENSUSES of AGRICULTURE, e s

IN 1939, FARMé‘NUMBgRED 623; IN 1950, IﬂE.NUMB;R.HAo DROPPED TO 525.. FARM- -
LAND DECREASED FRoM 1,775,752 AcrRes IN 1939 7o 421,799 IN 1950. INGLUDED
AMONG THE DECLINING NUMBER OF FARMS WERE THREE LARGE GRAZING OPERATIONS,
CONTAINING 672,000 acres IN 1939 ano 353,000 in 1950. .ALSO INCLUDED WERE
164 Fur FARMs OF 1,042,253 Acres IN 1939 ano 18 sucH FARMS OF 1,101 AcReS

INn 1950. EXCLUDING FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERAT [ONS,. THE. NUMBER OF OTHER
FARMS INCREASED -  FROM 456 N’ 1939 To 504 1IN 1950. = ACREAGE -IN THESE -FARMS T
INCREASED FROM 61,499 To 67, 698 In CENTRAL ALASKA BETWEEN THE Kenas PENIN-
SULA AND FAIRBANKS, THE' Numssé JF THESE OTHER FARMS INCREASED, AS DID THE
FARMLAND THEY CONTAlNED[n"]N THE REST OF. ALASKA DECREASES OGCURRED. - A
NUMBER OF SMALL FARMS wE 'tPONSOLlDATED IN THE MATANusKA VALLEY.

wrey g

‘ON FARMS OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZlNG 0PERAT|0NS, THE MAhN CHANGE [N

LAND USE IN THE 10 YEARS WAS A DECREASE IN HARVESTED CROPLAND' AND AN |NCREASE
IN PASTURE. HARVESTED.  CROPLAND.-WAS CONCENTRATED.ON A SMALLER NUMBER OF FARMS
IN 1949 THAN IN ?939J IN BOTH YEARS THE MATANUSKA VALLEY HAD TWO-THIRDS OF
THE HARVESTED CROPtAND. |N THE LATER YEAR LESS LAND WAS OCCUPIED BY SMALL
GRA{NS GROWN FOR GRATN' AND MARSH . PRAIRIE, AND OTHER, WILD GRASS HAY. ALTHOUGH
ACREAGES OF-TAME HAY AND FORAGE  INCREASED, THE TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE OF
FEED CROPS DECLINED 24 PERCENT. . POTATO ACREAGE [NCREASED., AN INCREASING
NUMBER OF OPERATORS NOW WORK AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS AND. SPECIALIZE IN POTATO
OR VEGETABLE PRODUCTION., TH[S HAs RESULTED IN MORE INTENS}VE .USE OF CROP-
LAND. [T MAY PARTIALLY ACCOUNT .FOR THE DROP IN ACREAGE OF ANIMAL FEEDS.

ACREAGE IN PASTURE, OTHER THAN THAT OF GRAZING' OPERATIONS AND FUR FARMS, IN--
CREASED. ‘THE NUMBER OF FARMS REPORTING PASTURE DECREASED. INCREASES IN PAS=
TURE OCCURRED 'IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE WESTERN KENA! [PENINSULA, THE TANANA
VALLEY, AND THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AREAS. ALL OF THESE, EXCEPT THE SOUTH=
EASTERN ALASKA AREA; HAD LARGER NUMBERS OF CATTLE. . AS .DAIRY FARMING EXPANDED,
MORE ANIMAL FEEDS WERE IMPORTED, MORE CROPS WERE GROWN FOR SiLAGE, AND MORE
PASTURE WAS USED,

ABOUT A FOURTH!'OF' THE' CROPLAND WAS |bLE, MA!NLY IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE
TANANA VALLEY, AkD THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREAS. RECENTLY CLEARED LAND
THAT WAS NOT!UYET SUITABLE FOR PLANTING MAKES UP PART OF TH!S IOLE CROPLAND.
IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AND TANANA VALLEY AREAS, ABOUT HALF. OF THE IDLE CROP-
LAND WAS ON'10 FakMs,- OPERATORS OF THESE FARMS REPORTED AN UNUSUALLY HIGH
PROPORTION OF THE FARMLAND AS CROPLAND.

HOMESTEADING 18 AN IMPORTANT MEANS WHEREBY PUBLIC LAND IN ALASKA CAN BE TRANS-
FERRED TO PRIVATE OWNERSHlP.b MANY HOMESTEADERS HAVE NO INTENTION OF FARMING.
ONLY ABOUT ‘A SEVENTH OF THE 991 UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD TRACTS UPON WHICH SETTLERS
WERE PRESUMABLY ESTABLISHING FARMS WERE REPORTED AS FARMS IN 1950.

ON THE BASIS OF BROAD" DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS, FARMS REPORTED BY THE
1950 CENSUS OF 'AGRICULTURE" MAY BE CLASSIFIED INTO FOUR MAJOR GROUPS -- 332

CROP OR LiVESTOCK FARMS, 3 GRAZING OPERAT|ONS, 11 FUR FARMS, AND 179 NOMINAL
FARMS.

R
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CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS REPORTED MOST OF THE HARVESTED CROPLAND, NEARLY ALL
OF THE LIVESTOCK OTHER THAN SHEEP, AND $1,505,130 VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD
IN 1949 (96 PERCENT OF THE ALASKA TOTAL). OF THOSE FARMS REPORTING $1 200

OR MORE FARM -PRODYUCTS SOLR; A STXTH WERE DAIRY FARMS;'A SIXTH WERE POTATO FAhMS,

AND A SEVENTH WERE POULTRY FARMS! “ALTHOUGH THESE 'FARM ‘TYPES ACCOUNT FOR LESS
THAN HALF OF ALL CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS, THEY REPRESENTED FOUR-FIFTHS OF THE
SALES OF FARM PRODUCTS .FROM CROP OR lezsrocx FARMS. HALF OF THE SALES WERE

MADE FROM,DAIRY FARMS ., N T =

0y

Cesioa
D A R '

THE 170 CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS N THE MATANUSKA”VALLEY AREA ACCOUNTED roR
HALF OF FHE SALES OF FARM PRODUCTS FROM ALL CROP ‘OR"LIVESTOCK FARMS. THIS

INCLUDED HAIF OF ALL SALES FROM' IDAIRY FARMS, THREE FOURTHS OF THE SALES FROM “ ]
POTATO FARMS, AND TWO-FIFTHS OF. THE SALES FROM POUtTRY FARMS. THE TANANA PETRAE

VALLEY.AREA HAD 46 CROP OR'i1VESTQCK FARMS AND REPRESENTED A“SEVENTH OF . ALY

SALES FROM CROP OR LIVESTOCK: FARMS. THE 44 GENERALLYSHALL' CROP’ OR lecsrocK"f
FARMS IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA' REPORTED. A FIFTH OF THE BALES" MADE FROM CROP OR.L:
LIVESTOCK FARMS, HALF OF THESE. FARMS WERE DAIRY OR POULTRY FARMS. THE WESTERN
KENAL PENINSULA AREA IS COMPARATIVELY LITTLE DEVELOPED AT PRESENT, [T HAs .

oNLY 27 SM$LL~SCALE CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS.

L] el

EXTENSL,E AREAS N THE KODIAK ALEUTIAN AREA PHYSICALLY ARE SUITABLE FOR GRAZING.

THREE GRAZING OPERATIONS REPORTED -BY - THE CENSUS CONTAINED 352,970 ACRES or -

NON-WOODLAND PASTUREs: SUPPLEMENTAL: DATA SHOWS THAT ElGHT OTHER SHEEP. OR QATTLE
OPERATIONS - IN THE AREA CONTA'NED ‘AN EST{MATED 135 788 ACRES OF GRAZING LANO.._,-

N

MosT FUR FARMS WEREﬁLOCATED !N'?HE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AREA. OPERATORS oF
THESE FARMS REPORTED, NEARLY ALL OF ‘THE :FUR ANIMALS 'ON ALASKAN FARMS. THEY. .
SOLD LIVE FUR ANIMALSWOR PELTS .VALUED AT $36,749" IN 1949. Jyei -

L
o

NOMINAL FARMS WERE THQSE FARMS WITH LESS THAN 2 ACRES OF HARVESTED CROPLAND

o

i A A % '
AND LESS THAN $150 VALGE .OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD. ALTOGETHER, OPERATORS OF THESE .,

179 FARMS REPOPTED.ONLY, 35 ACRES: OF HARVESTED CROPLAND, A FEW CATTLE AND
POULTRY, AND $1,007, RECLIVED 'FROM- THE SALE OF FARM' PRODUCTS' IN 1949. OrF
THESE FARMS, 111 WERE? ON THE KENAT PENINSULA AND 34°°0THERS WERE [N THE TANANA
VALLEY AREA. A NUMBFR OF . RES: LENT[AL UNITS AND T6 RECENTLY ESTABLISHED
HOMESTEADS WERE {NCLUDED, -

SoILS, CLIMATE, AND TERRAIN -ARE SUITABLE FOR FURTHER AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
IN THE MATANUSKA VA!LEY, THE TaNANA VALLEY, AND THE WéSTERN KEnal PENINSULA
AREAS. HiGHwaYS : CONNF" FARMS IN'THESE AREAS WITH ANCHORAGE AND FAIRBANKS.
THE INCREASE [N P;ouLATION IN THE"LAST DECADE WAS GREATEST IN THE "RAILBELT"
REGION IN WHICH THESE AREAS LiEy: MoST oF THE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AND
PERSONNEL, ARE ALSO.: I, THIS.REGION. THUS LOCAL DEMANO HAS INCREASED.

MATERIAL ADVYANCES !N AGRICULTURE HAVE BEEN MADE IN ALASKA ALTHOUGH LARGE AMOUNTS ..

OF LABOR AND .CAPITAL MUST .BE EXPENDED.-:TO CHANGE UNDEVELOPED AREAS INTO,PRODUCT---

IVE FARMS.. . THE RISK +RHVMOLVED IN ESTABLPSH!NG FARM ENTERPRISES HAS RESULTED
IN A LACK -OF OUTSIDE. #NVESTMENT CAPITAL. ' -INCREASED bOMMERCIALlZED FARMING
HAS BROUGHT FARM OPERATQRS &' STANDARD OF LIVING THAT''IS COMPARABLE WITH NON-
AGRICULTURAL STANDARDS, THUS PROVIDING A BASIS FOR A MORE PERMANENT AGR!CUL-
TURE. |IN THE 1940's THERE: WAS A CHANGE TOWARD A GREATER CONCENTRATION or.V
FARMS IN OR ADJA;;NI%TO.THE "RATLBELT" PEG{ONa-~0PtRATORS OF MORE ISOLATED.

SUBSISTENCE FARMS| FOUND NONAGRICULTURAL INCOMES MORE ATTRACTIVE. MANY
OPERATORS (N AGRICULTURAL AREAS WHO DID NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT CAPITAL TO ATTAIN

i

S

T
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FULL-TIME COMMERCIAL FARM OPERATIONS HAD CHANGED TO PART-TIME FARMING, EM-
PHASIZING SINGLE-CROP OR LIVESTOCK SPECIALTIES., BETTER BREEDS OF LIVESTOCK

AND MORE SATISFACTORY VARIETIES OF CROPS FOR ALASKAN CONDIT{ONS HAVE BEEN
INTRODUCED. MARKETING AND FARM-MANAGEMENT STUDIES HAVE BROUGHT OUT BETTER WAYS
OF OPERATING. ALTHOUGH FARM COMMODITIES SHIPPED FROM THE 48 STATES WILL
CONTINUE TO COMPETE STRONGLY WITH LOCAL PRODUCE IN THE ALASKAN MARKET, THE
GREATER ECONOMIES OF .PRODUCTION AND THE INCREASED SCALE OF SPECIALI'ZED FARM
OPERAT IONS MAY BE EXPECTED TO RESULT IN AN EXPANDING VOLUME OF ALASKAN FARM
PRODUCTS SOLD TO THE ALASKAN MARKET,
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AGRICULTURAL LAND USE IN ALASKA
A StupY OF.ALASKA BY AREAS
BY

t ROBERT J. COFFMAN, FORMERLY AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIST,
ProoucTLON £coNoMIcs RESEARCH BRANCH, AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
3 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AND

HueH A. JoHNsoN, HEAD, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL EconoMmics,
ALASKA AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

INTRODUCT ION

AGRICULTURE IN ALASKA IS VIEWED WITH INCREASING INTEREST AND CONCERN AS
PROBLEMS OF STATEHOOD, STRATEGIC LOCATION, AND HIGH COSTS OF FARM PRODUCTS
CONFRONT THE TERRITORY. THE CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE CONTAINS MUCH INFORMATON
CONCERNING ALASKA. IT WAS BELIEVED THAT THIS INFORMATION COULD BE CLARIF|ED

BY SHOWING AGRICULTURAL CHARACTERIST{CS FOR SI!GNIFICANT FARMING AREAS SUCH

AS THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE TANANA VALLEY, AND THE KENAI PENINSULA. ALSO

THAT SEPARATING FARMS INTO MAJOR FARM GROUPS ON THE BASIS OF BROAD DISTINGUISH=-
ING CHARACTERISTICS WOULD MORE CLEARLY SHOW THE ROLE OF THESE FARMS IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE IN THE TERRITORY AND IN THE CHANGES THAT OCCURRED
BETWEEN 1939 ano 1950.

THE EIGHT MAJOR AREAS USED FOR THIS STUDY ARE AS FOLLOWS: THE MATANUSKA
VALLEY, THE TANANA VALLEY, THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA, THE SOUTHEASTERN
ALASKA, THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN, THE ANCHORAGE, THE SewarD-HoPe, aND THE "ALL
OTHER" AREAS. THE MAP ON PAGE 4 DELINEATES THESE AREAS.

BECAUSE THE STUDY REPORTED HERE WAS BASED PRIMARILY ON THE CENSUSES OF AGRI|-
CULTURE FOR 1939 anD 1950, THE TERMS USED CONFORM TO CENSUS DEFINITIONS. THESE
TERMS ARE DEFINED AND EXPLAINED IN THE INTRODUCTORY SECTIONS OF THE PUBLISHED
CENSUSES OF AGRICULTURE FOR ALASKA. DEFINITIONS OF A FARM, FARM OPERATOR,

LAND RENTED FROM OTHERS, AND LAND [N FARMS, USED IN COMPILING CENSUS DATA,

ARE CONTAINED IN THE APPEND!X., [N USING THIS REPORT, THESE DEFINITIONS MUST

BE KEFT IN MIND. CENSUS DEFINITIONS PROVIDE DATA UNIFORM WITH THOSE ENUMERATED
IN THE 48 STATES. BUT THESE DATA MAY BE MISLEADING WHEN CONS{DERING AGRICULTURE
IN ALASKA ALONE. THE READER'S CONCEPT OF A FARM MAY NOT CONFORM TO THE CENSUS
DEFINITION CONCERNING ALASKAN FARMS. BUT IT IS FELT THAT THIS REPORT WILL
CLARIFY SOME OF THE PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN USING CENSUS |NFORMAT|{ON ON

ALASKAN AGRICULTURE,
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FARMLAND AND [TS USE, 1950

IN 1950 THE 525 FARMS IN ALASKA WERE LARGELY CONCENTRATED [N THREE AREAS. THE
MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE TANANA VALLEY, AND THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREAS
ACCOUNTED FOR NEARLY THREE~-FOURTHS OF.ALL FARMS IN ALASKA. MORE THAN TwO=-
THIRDS WERE WITHIN 100 MiLES OF ANCHORAGE. FARMS IN THE TANANA VALLEY WERE
CLUSTERED AROUND FAIRBANKS AND THE NORTHERN END OF THE RICHARDSON HiGHwAY.
NEARLY HALF THE POPULATION OF ALASKA IS CONCENTRATED [N OR NEAR THESE THREE
AREAS. LOCAL MARKETS AND AVAILABILITY OF RAIL AND HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION

HAVE INFLUENCED AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (N ALASKA.

TOTAL ACREAGE REPORTED IN FARMS (N 1950 AMOUNTED To 421,799 AcRES. THE THREE -
AREAS LISTED ABOVE HAD NEARLY THREE-FOURTHS OF THE.FARMS. THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN
AREA, HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF THE LARGE ACREAGES OF PUBLiC LAND LEASED FOR’ GRAZING,'
HAD MORE THAN THREE-FOURTHS OF THE. TOTAL.ACREAGE REPORTED AS FARMLAND {Fra.1),

BUT MORE THAN 87--PERCENT -OF ; THE 12,385, ACRES OF CROPLAND.WAS 1N THE MATANUSKA: '
VALLEY, THE.WESTERN KENAT PEN{NSULA, AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREAS. ACREAGE

. [N OTHER AREAS MORE REMOTE-

FROM POPULAT{ON CENTERS ANDwTRANSPORTAFlON OR OTHER PUBLIC FACILITIES IT
DECREASED. FroM 1939 To 1949-ACREAGE-OF CROPLAND INCREASED CONSIDERABLY IN THE
MATANUSKA VALLEY AND THE WESTERN_Kenal PENINSUL AREAS.-l/' IN THESE Two AREAS, /
AND IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA: ACREAGES _OF ‘PASTURE AND NUMBERS OF CATTLE INCREASED
aLso. OF THE 366,028 Acri : b
RANGELAND LEASED BY CATTLS

CROPLAND

o e e s e i

OF THIS, 7,266 ACRES WERE.IN THEwMATANUSKA VALLEY AREA, 2,039 ACRES IN THE
TANANA VALLEY AREA, AND 1,438°ACRES IN THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREA. " THESE .
THREE AREAS ACCOUNTED FOR MORE THAN FOUR-FIFTHS OF ALU CROPLAND REPORTED [N .
ALaska InN 1949 (TaBLE 1). OF THE TOTAL CROPLAND, 6, 450 ACRES WERE 'HARVESTED,
248 ACRES WERE (N CROPS THAT FAILED, 3, 238 ACRES. WERE IDLE, AND 2, 449 ACRES
WERE PASTURED,

HARVESTED CROPLAND L ,
THe 1950 CENSUS of AGRICULTURE REPORTED 6,450 ACRES OF HARVESTED CROPLAND IN
ALaska, 71 PERCENT OF WHICH WAS IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA. IN THIS AREA
ONLY WAS ACREAGE OF HARVESTED CROPLAND HIGHER IN 1949 THAN N 1939. FoRrR THE
TERRITORY AS A WHOLE, ACREAGE OF HARVESTED CROPLAND DROPPED FROM 7,305 in 1939
10 6,450 IN 1949 (TaBLE 2).

ABouT D9 PERCENT OF THE FARMS N ALASKA HAD HARVESTED CROPLAND IN 1949 COMPARED
To 735 PERCENT (N 1939. [N THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE PERCENTAGE OF FARMS RE=-

" PORT ING HARVESTED CROBEAND: \WAS CONSIDERABLY HIGHER THAN THE AVERAGE FOR ALASKA

“‘AS A WHOLE IN BOTH YEARs.ﬁ
' [ 33U !
1/ Tue 1950 CENSUS’ OF4AGRICULTURE WAS TAKEN AS OF APRIL 1, 1950, ALTHOUGH
INVENTORY ITEMS ENUMERATED RELATE TO APRIL 1, 1950, tanp use DATA AND SALES
FROM FARM PRODUCTION RELATE TO THE CALENDAR YEAR oF 1949. CONSEQUENTLY, BOTH
1949 anp 1950 ARE REFERRED TO IN THIS STUDY ON DATA FROM THE 1950 census.

g/ TOTAL CROPLAND INCLUDES HARVESTED CROPLAND, CROPLAND ON WHICH CROPS FAILED,
IDLE CROPLAND, AND CROPLAND USED ONLY FOR PASTURE.




FARMLAND USE

By AREAS, ALASKA, 1949

MATANUSKA VALLEYeoeovoonoonns C//@%@f/’/?éi. 23%

(28,750 AcrEes)
TANANA VALLEY.euevononen.ans. (LI1BBA 142
(14,924 acres)

WESTERN KENA! PENINSULA...... /Sl 13% f“
(13,274 acres) :

SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA .. .0 euenn. zﬁéiﬁ%//1 29%
(4,149 acres) =

KODIAK=ALEUT 1AN e eusnvaaannss
(353,643 AcRES)

ANCHORAGE..i-.n;.-;--oooooo-.
(2,226 AGrRES)....

SEWARD’HOPE-.tvotoao-caocn-ou
(3,065 acres)

ALL OTHER. esvosesvssocoscacs. |
(1,768 Acres)

TOTAL‘.....".'..'.'.......’ /<:)2% 87%.
(421,799 acres)

TyPe LanD: XCROPLANb. ; DPASTURED OR GRAZED*'-;'

QTHER
Fer il T .
UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE BUREAU oF THE CENSUS *INCLUDES CROPLAND AND WOODLAND
PAsTURED

U. S. DEPARTMENT OFf AGRICULTURE Neg. 54(10)-545 AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

i

FiGaurRe 1. ALMOST ALL LAND REPORTED BY THE CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE tN THE KODIAK=ALEUT1AN
AREA IN 1950 wAs REPORTED AS PASTURELAND, THAT AREA ACCOUNTS FOR MORE THAN FOUR<FIFTHS
OF THE TOTAL ACREAGE REPORTED AS FARMLAND IN ALASKA. BECAUSE OF THIS THE PERCENTAGE OF
LAND PASTURED OR GRAZED FOR ALASKA AS A WHOLE IS HiGH. THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AND SOUTH-
EASTERN ALASKA AREAS SHOW A SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE OF FARMLAND REPORTED.AS CROPLAND,
OTHER THAN CROPLAND USED FOR PASTURE. ' Ty



TasLe 1. CROPLAND BY 1

MAJOR AREAS, ALASKA, 1949 1/
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HaR-

FaiLep

ToTAL IotE Pas-
AREA VESTED TUREQ
ACRES .ACRES ACRES ACRES AcRrES
MATANUSKA VALLEY 7,266 4,566 121 1,187 1,392
TANANA VALLEY 2,039 1,017 54 725 243
WESTERN KENA! PENINSULA 1,438 276 54 657 451
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA - 885 351 10 297 227
KoD1AK-ALEUT 1 AN 46 31 0 0 15
ANCHORAGE 338 129 9 113 87
SeEwARD-HOPE 136 26 0 99 11
ALL OTHER 237 ___54 us0. 160 2
ToTAL 12,385 6,450 248 3,238 2,449

1/ UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 CenNsus OF AGRICULTURE USED BY PERMISSION OF. THE

BurReAau ofF THE CENsus.

’
i

TaBLE 2. HARVESTED CROPLAND, BY MAJOR AREAS, ALASKA, 1949 anD 1939‘1/

1949 1939 i
FARMS CROPLAND  PERCENT- PERCENT-
REPORT- HARVESTED  AGE OF FARMS CROPLAND AGE' OF
AREA ING TOTAL REPORT- HARVESTED  TOTAL
CROPLAND ING CROPLAND
il HARVESTED : HARVESTED
NUMBER ACRES PERCENT NuMBER ACRES PERCENT
MATANUSKA VALLEY 164 4,566 70.8 219 4,398 60.2
TANANA VALLEY 43 1,017 15.8 30 1,253 174
WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA 30 276 4.3 36 431 5.9
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA 30 351 5.4 98 585 8.0
KoD 1 AK=ALEUT 1 AN 2 2/ 2/ 4 123 1.7
ANCHORAGE 17 129 2.0 23 270 3.7
SEWARD~HOPE 18 57 0.9 32 100 1.4
ALL OTHER _6 54 0.8 _26 145 2.0
ToTaAL 310 6,450 100.0 468 7,305 100.0

l/ UNPUBLISHED DATA REPORTED BY THE 1950 anD 1939 CeNSUSES OF AGRICULTURE USED BY
PERMISSION. OF THE BUREAU oOF THE CENSUS.

g/ INCLUDED WITH THE SEWARD-HOPE AREA.
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ACREAGE OF CEREAL CROPS OR LEGUMES HARVESTED FOR ‘GRAIN OR'FOR SEED IN ALASKA
DECREASED FROM_1,869 ACRES IN_ 1939 1o 755 in 1949 (7ABLE 3).. . THE.DECLINE_IN
ACREAGE OF HAY AND FORAGE RESULTED LARGELY FROM A DECREASE IN REPORTED ACREAGES
OF MARSH, PRATRIE, AND OTHER WILD GRASSES CUT FOR HAY. AN INCREASED LOCAL
DEMAND FOR POTATOES RESULTED IN A SIZABLE INCREASE IN ACREAGE OF POTATOES ==

FROM 388 AcrRES 1IN 1939 710 1,030 N 1949, ACREAGES OF VEGETABLES AND SMALL ... ..

"FRUITS ALSO INCREA§£D"QQRING THE 1940's, . o

THUS, FRoM 1939 To 1949 THERE WAS A MAJOR SHIFT IN° CROPS GROWN IN ALASKA.

SMALL GRAINS DECLINED IN IMPORTANCE AND PRODUCTION OF POTATOES INCREASED.
NEARLY HALF OF THE REPORTED DECLINE IN CROPLAND HARVESTED SINCE 1939 1s
ACCOUNTED FOR BY A DECREASE IN THE REPORTED ACREAGE OF WILD HAY. MocH of THi's
HAY WAS CUT FROM LAND NOT SUITED TO OTHER CROPS., SEVERAL OTHER CONDIT{ONS ;
ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THE REPORTED DECLINE IN HARVESTED CROPLAND. OPERATIONS WERE
DISCONT INUED ‘ON MANY [SOLATED FARMS:> THE LARGE TURNOVER OF FARM OPERATORS
AFFECTED THE :USE OF CROPLAND, HiGH“NONAGRI CULTURAL . WAGES INDUCED MANY FARM
OPERATORS TO WORK THEIR FARMS ON A PART-TIME BASIS. AS A RESULT ACREAGES OF
HARVESTED CROPLAND ON THESE FARMS DECLINED. HER :

"IN ALASKA, HARVESTED CROPLAND 1S CONCENTRATED ON RELATIVELY FEW FARMS. IN
1949, ONLY THREE=-FIFTHS!OF THE FARMS REPORTED 'ANY CROPLAND HARVESTED. OF
THOSE REPORTING, THE THIRD HAVING MORE THAN 20 ACRES OF CROPLAND HARVESTED
PER FARM ACCOUNTED FOR 80 PERCENT OF THE CROPLAND HARVESTED. ANOTHER THIRD
REPORTED 5 ACRES OR LESS OF HARVESTED CROPLAND (TABLE 4). [N 1939, THREE~-
FOURTHS OF THE FARMS HAD CROPLAND HARVESTED, BUT ONLY A FOURTH OF THESE HAD

_ MORE THAN 20 ACRES EACH. THEY REPRESENTED 71 PERCENT OF _,THE. CROPLAND HARVESTED.. ..

,]939 THIS lNDlCATES A GREATER CONCENTRATION OF HARVESTED CROPLAND ON FEWER

FARMS IN . 1949 THAN N 1939.

BETweeN 1939 AnD 1949, THE NUMBER.OF FARMS IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA

- REPORT ING MORE THAN 20 ACRES OF MARVESTED CROPLAND DECREASED FROM 91 10 80.
QAEVER, INCREASED AVERAGE HARVESTED CROPLAND PER FARM RESULTED IN A TOTAL
£7 TINCREASE OF "ABOUT 600 ACRES OF HARVESTED CROPLAND [N THESE FARMS. [N THE

WeSTERN KENA1 PENINSULA AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREAS, THE NUMBER OF FARMS HAVING®

MORE THAN 20 ACRES OF HARVESTED CROPLAND PER FARM AND TOTAL CROPLAND HARVESTED
IN THESE FARMS DECLINED BETWEEN 1939 AND 1949. DECREASES iN NUMBERS OF FARMS
AND IN ACREAGE ALSO OCCURRED FOR FARMS REPORT{NG BETWEEN 11 AND 20 ACRES OF
HARVESTED CROPLAND PER FARM., BUT IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA, A LARGER NUMBER

OF FARMS REPORTED LZSS THAN 11 'ACRES OF HARVESTED CROPLAND IN 1949 THAN IN 1939.

HARVESTED ‘ACREAGES ON THESE FARMS ALSO INCREASED. THE WESTERN KENA1 PENINSULA

AREA SHOWED INCREASES.:ONLY [N FARMS REPORTING BETWEEN 6 anp 10 acres oF

HARVESTED CROPLAND. [N ALL OTHER AREAS, THE NUMBER OF FARMS AND THE ACREAGES
OF'HARVESTED CROPLAND IN THESE FARMS DROPPED BETWEEN THE CENSUS YEARS.

IDLE CROPLAND
IN 1949, 3,238 ACRES, A FOURTH OF ALL CROPLAND, WERE REPORTED BY THE CENSUS AS
IDLE CROPLAND., THLIS IS A:HIGH PROPORTION OF THE CROPLAND, BUT ACREAGE REPORTED

AS IDLE CROPLAND IN 1949 MAY HAVE INCLUDED SOME LAND NOT GENERALLY CONSIDERED
IDLE CROPLAND. TH!S ACREAGE WAS DETERMINED FROM ANSWERS TO THIS QUESTION, WHAT

LAND N THE FARM, OTHER THAN HARVESTED ACREAGE OR LAND ON WH{CH CROPS HAD FAILED -

THAT WAS NOT PASTURED OR GRAZED IN 1949, couLD BE PLOWED FOR CROPS WITHOUT
ADDITIONAL CLEARING OR DRAINING? UNDER THIS DEFINITION RECENTLY CLEARED LAND
NOT SUITABLE FOR CULTIVATION AT PRESENT COULD BE [NCLUDED. ALSO INCLUDED MAY
HAVE BEEN LAND WHICH THE OPERATOR HOPED TO PLOW IN THE FUTURE ALTHOUGH IT HAD
NOT PREVIOUSLY BEEN USED FOR CROPS.
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TaBLE 3. ACREAGE OF SPECIFIED CROPS HARVESTED (N ALAskA, 1949 an0 1939

" CROPS HARQkSTED & .1949 BT 5939
i L, ;ﬁ i
ACRES: = i' HACRES

CEREALS OR LEGUMES HARVESTED FOR GRAIN OR FOR SEED:

MIXED GRAINS 163 7 i
WHEAT 204 © 527
. OaTs 333 527
j BARLEY . .85 . 654
: Peas ; _ iaesr o ik mil3
ToTat | 155 1,869
HAY AND FORAGE CROPS:
TAME HAY AND FORAGE 1/ 4,014 3,659
MARgﬁ, PRALRIE, AND OTHER WILD GRASSES CUT FOR HAY 193 609
RooT CROPS FOR FORAGE 2/ .. =21 o 33
MATURE CROPS GRAZED OR HOGGED OFF g/ - 325
TotaL . 4,207 4,626

OTHER FIELD CROPS: B
PotaToEs 1,030 388

ToTaL CEREALS :OR LEGUMES HARVESTED FOR
GRAIN:OR FOR SEED, HAY AND FORAGE

g : CROPS, AND OTHER FIELD CROPS 5,992 6,883
m

TOTAL SMALL FRUITS, VEGETABLES, ORCHARD =
FRUITS 221 174

i A
: " OTHER HARVESTED ACREAGES 3 . 237 248
: TOTAL HARVESTED CROPLAND =~ 6,450 . 77,305

4

l/ !NCLUDES TAME OR CULTIVATED HAY AND SMALL GRAINS CUT FOR HAY JIN-1939, anp
TAME AND CULT{VATED GRASS CUT FOR HAY AND MIXED GRAINS. CUT. FOR HAY: AND SILAGE
ini1949, ¢

;/ DATA NoT REPORTED IN 1949, BUT ACREAGES FOR THESE ITEMS ARE PROBABLY
'NCLUDED IN ACREAGES OF OTHER HAY OR. FORAGE CROPS OR IN OTHER HARVESTED
CROP ACREAGES.



TaBLe 4. FARMS REPORTING AND CROPLAND HARVESTED, BY SPECIFIED CROPLAND HARVESTED
ACREAGE PER FARM AND BY MAJOR AREAS, ALASKA, 1949 ano 1939 w\

ACREAGE PER FARM.

AREA =
AND “ DR S UUNIT ©oL . [ TotaL 5 orR LESS 6 To 10 ﬂm”uﬁ TO" mo - Over 20

lTem o e b -

i . 01949 1939 1949 1939 1949 1939 ¢4mpm dmme 1949 1939

- ey

MATANUSKA €>rrmx . . . : = : =1 o |
FARMS REPORTING NumBeER . ' "~ 164 219 23 - 42 28 . 23 . 33 " 63 80 91

CROPLAND. HARVESTED ACRES 4,566 4,398 *59 75 217 192 536 981 3,754 3,150
TANANA VALLEY -re R : = . S
FARMS REPORTING NumBer . .43 30 -2 27 5 w3 - 8 9 10
CROPLAND HARVESTED ACRES - 1,007 1,253 48 © 18 56 - 35 - (41 127 872 1,073
WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA A w2 G e L= e
FARMS REPORT ING NuMBER A==30 36 15 19 1B, v 3 4 A6 5 8
CROPLAND HARVESTED ACRES- 276 431 . 28 39 41 22 53 .93 154 277
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA - EE =L e g
FARMS REPORTING , NuMmBER 30 98 22 77 1 7 6 9
' CROPLAND HARVESTED . ACRES . 351 585 138 . 88 3/ 109 284 350
« KODIAK-ALEUTIAN : & ST L - %
- FARMS REPORTING NUMBER Looe 4 e 1 0 1 1 1
. CROPLAND HARVESTED ACRES w2/ 123 =3/ - 3/ 0 3/ 3/ 3/
ANCHORAGE - { . _ - . -
FARMS REPORTING NUMBER S 23 10 1.0 3 3 1 5
CROPLAND HARVESTED ACRES _ 129 270 20 21 25 .47 3/ 154
SewaRD-HOPE . 2
FARMS REPORT ING NUMBER 18 32 18 24 0] W E P 0 0
CROPLAND HARVESTED ACRES 57 100 26 33 0 w3 f 0 0
ALt OTHER . :
FARMS REPORTING , NUMBER 6 26 . 19 2 1 2
CROPLAND z>m<mmamo =Y .. 'ACRES . 54 145 41 3/ 3/ 3/
ToTar = 7 T L T = 1 iyl o o e h
. ﬁ>xzm REPORT I NG NUMBER 310 468 115 199 47 5t _ .45 . 92 103 126
nmonr>zo HARVESTED ACRES 6,450 7,305 229 m. 316 361 405 * 715 1,423 5,145 5,161

1/ czvcmr,mxmo DATA FROM THE 1950 AND 1939 CENSUSES OF AGRICULTURE USED BY PERMISSION OF THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS.
2/ INCLUDED WiTH. THE SEWARD-HOPE AREA.
3/ _ZOrcomc IN ¢mm> AND. ALASKA qoa>rm.
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THREE AREAS HAD A PREDOMINANT PART OF .THE TOTAL CROPLAND AND ALSO OF IDLE CROPLAND
IN 1949 (tasLe 1). THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE -TANANA VALLEY,-ANO THE WESTERN KENA|
PENINSULA AREAS ACCOUNTED FOR 87 PERCENT OF ALL CROPLAND AVD 79 PERCENT or IDLE
CROPLAND IN ALASKA." . Ll N . TR

THE MaTANUSKA VALLEY AREA HAD 1,187 ACRES OF IDLE CROPLAND N 1949 - MORE THAN

A THIRD OF ALL IDLE CROPLAND IN ALASKA. IN THIS AREA 173 OPERATORS REPORTED
7,266 ACRES- OF CROPLAND, OF ‘WHICH ABOUT A SIXTH WAS {CLE CROPLAND ON 65 FARMS
(TABLe 5). THIS UARGE ACREAGE OF IDLE CROPLAND CANNOT BE ATTRIBUTED MAINLY TO
NEW UNITS OR TO THE TURNOVER OF OPERATORS. ONLY 17 OF THE 65 OPERATORS WHO REPORTED
IDLE CROPLAND BEGAN OPERATING THEIR PRESENT FARMS AFTER 1947. THEY ACCOUNTED FOR
ONLY ABOUT A SIXTH OF ALL IDLE CROPLAND IN THE AREA. THE G5 FARMS -REPORTING IDLE
CROPLAND IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY HAD ABOUT AS MUCH.CROPLAND PER FARM AS DID ALL
FARMS N THE AREA, BUT THE AVERAGE OF HARVESTED CROPLAND WAS SMALLER.

MORE SIGNIFICANT 1S THE FACT THAT 6 OF THE 55 FARMS, EACH . HAVING 50 ACRES OR MORE
OF IDLE CROPLAND, ACCOUNTED FOR ALMOST HALF OF THE IDLE:€ROPLAND IN THE MATANQSKA
VALLEY. SEVENTY-TWO PERCENT OF THE FARMLAND IN THESZ 6 FARMS WAS REPORTED AS CROP-
LAND. THIS PERCENTAGE COMPARES WITH THE 28 PERCENT FOR ALi FARMS REPORTING IDLE
CROPLAND AND THE 26 PERCENT FOR ALL FARMS REPORT!NG CROPLAND. A COMPARISON OF
CROPLAND HARVESTED .AS .A PERCENTAGE. OF LAND IN -FARMS.SHOWS 12 PERGENT FOR:-FARMS
wiTH 50 oR MORE ACRES OF. IDLE CROPLAND. |7 ALS0 .sHOWS 12 PERGENT FOR ALL FARMS
REPORT iNG IDLE CROPLAND AND 16 PERCENT FOR 4LL.FARMS. REPORTING :CROPLAND (THIS
INCLUDES FARMS THAT MAY HAVE REPORTED NO HARVESTED CROPLAND). THUS THE PROPOR-

CTION OFTHARVESTCD CROPLAND ON FARMS wiTH 50 ACRES OR MORE OF "{DLE CROPUAND DOES
NOT DIFFER GREATLY FROM THAT OF ALL FARMS REPORTING CROPLAND., HOWEVER, THE PRO~-
PORTION OF LAND REPORTED AS CROPLAND ON THESE FARMS.!S MUCH GREATER.

iDLE CROPLAND REPORTED IN THE WESTERN KENAT PENINSULA AREA DIFFER CONSIDERABLY FROM
THAT OF THE MATANUSKA VALLEY [N THIS:AREA, D5 FARMERS REPORTED 657 ACRES OF IDLE
CROPLAND OR NEARLY HALF OF ALL CROPLAND 1N THE AREA. ON THEZSE D5 FARMS, NINE-7
TENTHS OF THE CROPLAND WAS IDLE, AND 43 OF THE FARMERS REFORTED AL. THE!R CROPLAND
ioLE {TABLE B). MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS OF THE FARMS ON WHiGH IDLE CROPLAMD WAS RE-
PORTED WERE STARTED BY THEIR.PRESEMT OPERATORS AFTER 1347. HALF OF THEM WEORE UN-
PATENTED HOMESTEADS.

" ON A NUMBER™ CF FARMS N .THE WESTERN KENAT PENINSULA ARFA WHICH HAD IDLE CROPLAND,
A SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP~EX1STS BETWEEN,THE IDLE CROPLAND REPORTED AND LAND
CLEARED SINCE 1945, TWENTY-~FIVE OF THE 55 FARMS WiICH IDLE CROPLAND INDICATLD
IDENT I CAL ACREAGES™ OF "TDLE CROPLUAND AND RECENTLY CLEARED LAND. THIS ACREAGE TO-
TALLING 118 ALSO wWAS THE ENT IRE CROPLAND ON THESE: FARMS. SEVENTEEN OF THE FARMS
WERE SETTLED BY THEIR PRESENT OPERATORS IN 1949 orR 1950. MoST OF THE OTHERS WERZ
BEGUN AFTER 18457 RECENTLY CLEARED LAND MAY HAVE BEEN REPORTED AS IDLE CROPLAND
ON A RELATIVELY LARGE.PROPORTION.OF THE FARMS. :BUT {1ORE THAN HALF OF THE iDLE;
CROPLAND IN THE AREA (356 ACRES) WAS ON 13 FARMS ON VilcCh MO LAND HAD BE EN CLEARED
siNnce 1945. ABOUT A THIRD OF ALL IDLE CROPLAND IN THE AREA WAS ON 3 OF THESE FARMS.

IN THE TaNANA VALLEY AREA, 63 FARMERS REPORTED CROPLAND. ALL IDLE CROPLAND WAS IN

31 oF THESE FARMS, ALSO IN THESE FARMS WERE 34 PERCENT OF THE LAND IN FARMS ON WHICH
CROPLAND WAS REPORTED, 42 PERCENT OF THE CROPLAND, AND 10 PERCENT OF THE CROPLAND
HARVESTED {(TABLE 7). THIS INDICATES THAT A LARGER PERCEMTAGE OF LAND WAS REPORTED

AS CROPLAND ON FARMS HAVING IDLE CROPLAND, AND THAT THE PERCENTAGE OF HARVESTED
CROPLAND WAS CONSIDERABLY LOWER ON THESE UNITS.
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TasLe 5. FARMLAND AND CROPLAND IN FARMS REPORTING 50 ACRES OR MORE OF IDLE
CROPLAND, 1IN ALL FARMS REPORTING IDLE CROPLAND, AND IN ALL FARMS
REPORTING CROPLAND, MATANUSKA VaLLEY ARea, 1949 l/ g ‘

Lano CROPLAND
ATEM FarRms IN 1l S R
FARMS ToTaL HARVESTED - loLe
NUMBER AcCRES ACRES HARVESTED "Acres
FARMS REPORTING: 4 - ZAONTI
50 ACRES OR MORE OF
IDLE CROPLAND 6 1,167 838 ' 140 550
IDLE CROPLAND 65 9,871 2,754 1,219 = 1,187
CROPLAND 173 127,965 7,266 ~ 4,566 1,187

l/ UNPUBL ISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE USED BY PERMISSION OF
THE BurReau ofF THE CeNsus. :

TaBLE 6. FARMLAND AND CROPLAND [N FARMS REPORTING IDLE CROPLAND, CLASSIFIED BY
? YEAR OPERATOR BEGAN ON PRESENT FARM, AND IN ALL FARMS REPORTING CROP-

(i LAND, WESTERN KENAI PENINsuLa ARea, 1949 1/
o Lano CROPLAND
I TEM FarMs iN ~
FARMS ToTalL HARVESTED foLE

NUMBER ACRES ACRES ACRES AcCRrES
FaARMS REPORTING: : '
LlOLE CROPLAND BY PERIOD
OPERATIONS BEGAN: : '
1948-50 38 5,135 416 - 3 409

1945-47 9 736 171 17 136
BEFORE 1945 8 859 133 21 112
ToTaAL 55 6,730 120 : 41 657

CROPLAND . 80 9,846 1,438 276 657

l/ UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE USED BY PERMISSION OF THE
“"BUREAU ofF THE CENSUS. : 5 ;
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ABout 30 PERCENT OF THE IDLE CROPLAND IN THE AREA WAS LOCATED ON 8 FARMS WHOSE
OPERATORS HAD BEGUN OPERATIONS AFTER 1947. ANOTHER 33 PERCENT WAS FOUND ON 10
UNITS BEGUN BY THELR PRESENT OPERATORS BETWEEN -1945 anp 1947. On THESE 18 FARMS,
95 PERCENT OF THE. CROPLAND WAS .REPORTED AS IDLE, FOUR AREA FARMS HAD 367 ACRES
OF IDLE CROPLAND OR: 51 PERCENT .OF ALL IDLE CROPLAND REPORTED IN THE TANANA VALLEY
AREA. . IN THESE 4 FARMS WERE 610 ACRES OF FARMLAND, OF wHICH 373 ACRES WERE
CROPLAND. PRACTICALLY ALL GF THIS LAND WAS IDLE. AS IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY,
THE RATIO OF CROPLAND TO "TOTAL FARMLAND WAS EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH ON A FEW FARMS
HAVING A HIGH PROPORTION OF THE IDLE CROPLAND.

THE RELAT!ONSHIP BETUEEN IDLE CROPLAND AND LAND CLEARING SlNCE 1945 IN.THE .
TANANA VALLEY. AREA 1S SIMILAR TO THAT IN THE WESTERN KENAt PENINSULA AREA.: .
CROPLANQ -on 2Q . 0F THE 31 FARMS THAT HAD IDLE CROPLAND IN THE AREA TOTALLED

229 ACRES. OF THESE. 185 ACRES WERE .IDLE AND 26 ACRES WERE HARVESTED. ::THESE. .
SAME FARMERS INDICATED, 176 ACRES- OF LAND CLEARED SINCE 1945. THUS . IT APPEARS -
THAT RECENTLY CLEARED LAND ON A NUMBER OF FARMS WAS REPORTED AS IDLE CROPLAND.
ALsC, RECENTLY CLEARED LAND ACCOUNTEC FOR A LARGE -PROPORTION OF THE TOTAL
CROPLAND ON THESE FARMS. BeTweeN 1945 anp 1949, AGRICULTURAL CONSERVAT LON
PROGRAM PAYMENTS WERE MADE ON THE CLEARING OF APPROX!MATVLY 911 ACRES IN THE
FaiRBANKS AREA TO FROM 14 TO 32 OPERATORS YEARLY.

AFTER SfUDYiNG iDLE CROPLAND BY AGRICULTURAL AREAS, THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSIONS
APPEAR TO BE WARRANTED. THREE AREAS -~~ THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE WESTERN
KENAT PENJNSUgA AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREAS -~ HAD MOST.OF THE IDLE CROPLAND
REPORTED IN ALASKA IN 1950. |IDLE CROPLAND REPORTED.FOR THE WESTERN KENAI
PENINSULA AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREAS IS CONCENTRATED ON FARMS WHOSE OPERATORS
HAD BEGUN OPERATING THEM SHORTLY BEFORE THE 1950 CENSUS WAS TAKEN. MUCH MORE OF
THE IDLE CROPLAND REPORTED FOR MATANUSKA VALLEY FARMS WAS ON FARMS WHOSE OPERATORS
HAD-BEEN FARMING LONGEK. ALSC, IN BOTH THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AND THE TANANA VALLEY
AREAS, . ABOUT HALF OF THE IOLE CROPLAND WAS ON A VERY FEW FARMS. FURTHERMORE, THESE
FEW, FARMERS. WHO REPORTED LARGE ACREAGES OF IDLE CRORLAND HAD UNUSUALLY LARGE
ACREAGES OF CROPLAND COMPARED TO.ALL LAND IN THELR.FARNS. - FINALLYj; #DLE ‘CROP= :
LAND REPORTED, ON A NUMBER OF FARMS IN THE.WESTERN KENAI PENINSYLA ‘AND THE TANANA
VALLEY AREA . MIGHT HAVE BEEN LARuELY LAND :CLEARED BETWEEN 1945 aND 1950, wHicH
WAS RtPORTED As 1OLE CROPLAND BY THE 1950 CENSUS OF AGRI'CULTURE.

it . A [ =7 ‘ . B N I i . q |
TABLE 7. FARMLAND AND CROPLAND "IN.FARM REPORTING 50 ACRES OR MORE OF IDLE
" CROPLAND,. IN ALL,FARMS-REPORT ING IDLE CRGPLAND , AND. IN, ALL FARMS RE-
ING CROPLAND, TANANA VaiLLey ArRea, 1949 [/ : ;

FARMS LaND ) . ;»;QRéﬁLAND
IN i1 A a2
FARMS Toraw HARVESTED IoLe
Qo - .NUMBER Acres ACRES _ ACRES ACRES ¢
FARMS REPORTING:

GO aLkks UK MORE OF

IDLE CROPLAHD .. 4 610 - 373 ik O 367
IDLE ¢cROP LAND 31 4,401 848 98 - - 725
CRQnggpM : - 63 12,934 . . 2,039 . 1,017 - 725

l/ UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE USED BY PERMISSION OF
THE BUREAU ofF THE CENSUS.
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PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK

PASTURELAND REPORTED BY THE 1950 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE FOR ALASKA TOTALED 366,028
ACRES. THREE LARGE GRAZING OPERATIONS IN THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA ACCOUNTED FOR
352,970 ACRES OF THIS. TOTAL ACREAGE REPORTED IN PASTURE IN 1939 was 616,396
ACRES, OF WHICH 602,900 WERE IN THE KoDIAK-ALEUTIAN .AREA., |IN 1939, 2,247 AcRES
OF PASTURELAND WERE REPORTED ON 13 FUR FARMS, By 1949, THIS ACREAGE HAD DROPPED
TO 89 ACRES ON 3 FARMS.

THE LARGE DECREASE !N PASTURELAND ON GRAZING OPERAT!ONS REPQRTED BY THE CENSUS
PROBABLY DOES NOT REFLECT A TRUE CHANGE IN ACREAGE ACTUALLY PASTURED., I[N 1939,
EXCEPT FCR SMALL ACREAGES OF CROPLAND, ALMOST THE ENT{RE ACREAGE ON THREE LARGE
GRAZING OPERATIONS LEASED FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WAS REPORTED AS PASTURELAND.
In 1950, MUCH SMALLER ACREAGES WERE REPORTED AS TOTAL FARMLAND AND AS PASTURELAND
O THESE OPERATIONS. "IN THE 1939 CENSUS THE ACREAGES REPORTED FOR SOME FUR FARMS
(AND .GRAZING OPERATIONS). WERE THE TOTAL AREAS OF [SLANDS LEASED FROM THE GOVERN-
MENT AND ALTHOUGH THESE. AREAS WERE SOMETIMES FAR IN EXCESS OF THE ACREAGES NECESSARY
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE NUMBER OF FUR ANiMALS, CATTLE, OR SHEEP REPORTED, (T

WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO DISTRIBUTE THE ACREAGE BETWEEN LAND ACTUALLY USED AND LAND

NOT USED. THEREFORE, THE LAND [N FARMS REPORTED FOR 1939 FAR EXCEEDS THAT REPORTED
For 1950. "_/ ALsO, A NUMBER OF OTHER RELATIVELY LARGE GRAZING OPERATIONS WERE IN
EXISTENCE (N THE KoDIAK-ALEUT{AN AREA IN 1949, ON THESE OPERATIONS S{ZABLE

NUMBERS OF' SHEEP. AND CATTLE WERE GRAZED. 4/ NO FORMAL LEASING ARRANGEMENTS WERE

IN EFFFECT FOR MOST OF IHE ACREAGE IN THESE OPERATIONS iN 1949. iNCLUSION OF
ESTIMATED PASTURE ACREAGES OF THESE OTHER GRAZING OPERATIONS PLACES THE 1949
PASTURED ACREAGE OF THE, KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA AT AROUND 500,000 acres. THIS waAS
ONLY A FIFTH LESS THAN THE ACREAGE REPORTED BY THE CENSUS IN 1939,

BY; CLUD!NG THE ACREAGE OF PASTURE IN GRAZING OPERATIONS AND FUR FARMS, THE ACREAGE
OF PASTURE [NOTHER ALASKAN FARMS INCREASED FROM 11,245 10 12,969 acres (TasLe 8).
INCREASES IN ACREAGE OF -PASTURELAND OCCURRED IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE TANANA
VALLEY, THE WESTERN KENAI,PEN,NSULA, AND THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AREAS. APPROX-
FMATELY TWO-F{FTHS OF ALL FARMS, OTHER THAN GRAZING OPERATIONS AND FUR FARMS,
REPORTED PASTURELAND. ;ON SUCH FARMS, 2,447 ACRES OF CROPLAND WERE USED FOR
PASTURE IN 1949, ABOUT HALF OF WHICH WERE IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA. ALSO
INCLUDED WERE 7,030 ACRES OF WOODLAND PASTURE, OF wHICH 4,415 ACRES WERE IN THE
MATANUSKA VALLEY, AND 1,147 ACRES IN THE WESTERN KiNat{ PENINSULA AREA. ALTHOUGH
AN INCREASE IN PASTURELAND OCCURRED iN, THE TANANA VALLEY AREA, A LARGE PART OF THAT
ACREAGE WAS ON FARMS ON WHICH NO LIVESTOCK WERE REPORTED. IN THAT AREA, ONLY 4
FARMS: WERE REPORTED TO HAVE ' CATTLE OR SHEEF. THSES FARMS HAD 63Z ACRES OF PASTURE-
LAND. OR ABOUT A THIRD OF ALL PASTURELAND REPORTED. THE REMAIN!NG 1,426 ACRES oOF
RCPORTED PASTURELAND WERE ON 23 FARMS. THIS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MAINLY LAND
THAT EITHER HAD BEEN USED FOR PASTURE AT SOME TIME IN THE PAST OR THAT WAS THOUGHT
SUTTABLE FOR USE AS PASTURE.,

3/ UNITED STATES BUREAU of THE CENsus, 1950 CeENSuUS OF AGRICULTURE, V.1-pPT. 31, 1,
P. Vill.

ﬁ/ UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE ALASKA AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION INDICATES
THAT, IN ADDITION TO THE GRAZING OPERATIONS REPORTED BY THE CENSuUS IN 1949, 8
OTHER GRAZING OPERATICONS iN THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA HAD AN ESTIMATED ACREAGE
OF 135,788 ACRES, ON WHICH SHEEP AND CATTLE WERE PASTURED.



- 19 -

TasBLe 8. ToTAL PASTURELAND IN GRAZING OPERATIONS, FUR FARMS, AND ALL OTHER FARMS,
BY MAJOR AREAS, ALASKA, 1949 AND 1939 1/
ACREAGE OF PASTURELAND [N -

AREA ALiL FARMS GRAZING FUR :FARMS §/ ALL OTHER

' OPERATIONS 4/ S - FARMS 6/

19492/ 1939§/ 1949 1939 1949 1938 1949 1939
ACRES ACRES ACRES ACRES ACRES Acres ACRES AcREs
MATANUSKA VALLEY 6,729 5,856 0 0 0. 12 '6,729..5,844
TANANA VALLEY 2,058 808 0 0 e BDOS; 0 2,058 - 808
WESTERN KENAt PENINSuLA 1,746 11,246 . . 0 0 23 115..1,723.-:1,131
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA A2 2,368 . O 0 61 1,485 1,150 883
KoD IAK-ALEUT I AN 353,449 604,368 352,970 602,900 0 634 479 834
ANCHORAGE 377 716 0] 0 5 1 372 715
SEwWARD-HOPE 435 660 .- .0 0 0 0 435 660
ALL OTHER 23 _ 374 0 0 0 0 23 374
ToTatL - 3665028 615',396 /352,970 602,900 89 2,247°12,969 11,249

_/ UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 ano 1939 CENSUSES OF AGRICULTURE USED BY PERMISSION OF
THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS.

g/ INCLUDES CRQPLAND_EASTQRQD, WOODLAND PASTURED, AND' ALL OTHER PASTURELAND.

§/ INCLUDES LAND USED SOLELY FOR PASTURE OR GRAZING AND WOODLAND PASTURED OR GRAZED.

g/ EXTREMELY LARGE HOLDINGS ON WHICH PRACTICALLY ALL OF THE ACREAGE WAS REPORTED AS

GRAZING LAND.

§/ INCLUDES 9 COMMERCIAL FUR FARMS REPORTED IN 1950, AND 9 OTHER FARMS ON WchH FUR

ANIMALS WERE THE PRINCIPAL AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISE,

6/ IN'THIS GROUP ARE INCLUDED FARMS THAT MORE NEARLY CONFORM WITH THE USUAL CONCEPT OF

FARMS;AND FARMLANDs:

af
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DiSTRIBUTION OF CATTLE AND CALVES AMONG THE MAJOR ARE&S AS REPORTED BY THE CENSUS
IS SHOWN IN TABLE 9. IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA, 1,254 HEAD OF CATTLE AND CALVES
WERE REPORTED, AN APPRECIABLE INCREASE BETWEEN 1939 anp 1950. THE TOTAL NUMBER OF
CATTLE REPORTED ON.FARMS OTHER THAN GRAZING OPERATIONS AND FUR FARMS REMAINED
ALMOST THE saME In 1950 as N 1939. UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE ALASKA AGRICULTURAL
- EXPERIMENT STATION SHOWS ESTIMATES ofF 2,100 HEAD OF CATTLE IN THE KODIAK=ALEUTIAN
AREA IN 1950, MANY OF WHICH WERE QN GRAZING OPERATIONS NOT ENUMERATED BY THE
CENSUS. [F THESE ADDITIONAL CATTLE NUMBERS HAD BEEN [NCLUDED IN THE FIGURE FOR
1950, THE KoDIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA WOULD SHOW A 32-PERCENT_INCREASE BETWEEN 1939. aND
1950. ALASKA AS A WHOLE WOULD SHOW AN INCREASE OF ABQQ;‘12 PERCENT,

THE 1939 census REPORTED 17,076 SHEEP IN ALASKA,. OF WHIeH 14,804 WERE IN THE
KOD1AK=ALEUT | AN AREA, 1,617, iN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA'.AND MOST OF THE REST IN
THE ANCHORAGE AREA, |N 1950, oNLY 6,046 SHEEP WERE REPORTED BY THE CENSUS,. THESE
WERE MAINLY IN THE KODIAK-ALEUTAN AREAJ THE ALASKA'LXPERiMENT STATION ESTIMATED
8,600 SHEEP IN THAT AREA IN 1950, AND EVEN INCLUDING THIS ESTIMATE, SHEEP NUMBERS
FOR ALASKA AS A WHOLE DROPPED ABOUT 50 PERCENT: _THIS" 15 EVIDENCE OF THE HEAVY
SHEEP LOSSES.DURING WORLD WAR |1 AND THE RELATIVELY HEAVYHE}AUGHTER FOR MEAT.

TaBLE 9. CATTIE REPORTED ON GRAZ{NG OPERAT{ONS, FUR FARMS, AND ALL OTHER FARMS,
BY MAJOR AREAS, ALASKA, 1550 anp 1939 1/ - 25

M

"CATTLE REPORTED ON

AREA ALl FARMS GRAZING | FUk FARMS ALL OTHER
E OPERATIONS - ' FARMS

1950 1939 ., 1950 1939 1950-.-1939 1950 1939
NuMBER NUMBER NUMBER NUGMBER NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER

MATANUSKA VaLLey © -~ 1,254 1,007 0 1,254 1,007

0 0 0

TANANA VALLEY R N f < 154 . 0 0 0 O )78 154
WESTERN KENA! PENINSULA 133 120 0 0 0 i 133 113
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA - 443 651 0 0 3 2 440 649
KoD 1 AK~ALEUT | AN .. 2/142 1,596 2/117 1,462 0 123 25 waoa b
ANCHORAGE T E L2652 ST 0 150 Aelsd0 26 - 152
SewarRD-Hopz . 743 ag 0 0 0 0 49 ‘48
AtL OTHER | A 21 0 ¢ -0 0 w1 21

ToTaL 2,226 3,749 117 71,462 3 132 2,116 2,155

l/ UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 anDp 1939 CeNsuseS OF AGRICULTURE USED BY
PERMISSION OF THE BuREAU 0oF THE CEN3US,

y THE ALaska EXPERIMENT STATION ESTIMATES AN INCREASED NUMBER OF CATTLE IN THE
KOD | AK=ALEUT | AN AREA, MOCT GF WriCH WERE ON GRAZING OPERAT{ONS THAT DID NOT FALL
WITHIN THE CENSUS DEFINITIONS FOR FARMS OR RANCHES (n 1950,
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LAND CLEARED, 1945-50

THE 1950 CeENSUS OF AGRICULTURE REPORTED 2,637 ACRES CLEARED BETWEEN 1945 awno

THE CENSUS ENUMERATION IN APRIL 1950. Of THE 525 FARM OPERATORS N ALASKA I[N
1950, 302 REPORTED CLEARING LAND ON THEIR FARMS (TABLE 10). ABOUT TWO-FIFTHS OF
ALL' LAND ‘CLEARED SiINCE 1945 waAS IN THE ‘MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA WHERE 117 OPERATORS
HAD CLEARED- 1,090 AcrRes. IN THE TANANA VaLLEY AREA 841 ACRES HAD BEEN CLEARED. -
THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREA FOLLOWED WITH 378 ACRES, AND THE ANCHORAGE AREA
WiTH 196 ACRES. TwO-THIRDS OF THE OPERATORS IN THE MATANUSKA-VALLEY REPORTED
LAND CLEARED SINCE 1945, IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA THREE-FOURTHS OF THE OPER-
ATORS SO REPORTED. APPROXIMATELY THREE-FIFTHS OF THE OPERATORS IN THE WESTERN
KENA! PENINSULA AND THE ANCHORAGE AREAS ALSO REPORTED LAND CLEARED SINCE 1945,

How MUCH OF THE ACREAGE CLEARED SINCE 1945 HAS BEEN USED FOR CROPS AND HOW MUCH

FOR PASTURE CANNOT BE DETERMINED. BUT THERE ARE INDICATI{ONS THAT MUCH LAND
RECENTLY CLEARED ON NEWLY HOMESTEADED OR SETTLED FARMS WAS [N TURN REPORTED AS {DLE
CROPLAND, EVEN THOUGH |T MAY NOT HAVE BEEN PRESENTLY SUITABLE FOR CROPPING. [N
MANY-- INSTANCES, HOMESTEADERS WHO HAD NO DEFINITE PLANS FOR DEVELOPING FARMS CLEARED
LAND TO "€OMPLY WITH THE HOMESTEAD REQUIREMENTS. THIS |S PARTICULARLY EVIDENT IN
THE WESTERN KENA| PENINSULA AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREAS. :

“

TiBLE 10. -LAMD CLEARED sSINCE 1945, BY MAJOR AREAS, ALAska, 1950 l/

Aren OPERATORS REPORTING LAND CLEARED

NUMQEE ACRES

MATANUSKA VALLEY o LT 1,090
TANANA IVALLEY i 61 841
WESTERN:KENAT PENINSULA 67 378
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA, 18 57
KoD I AK=ALEUT [ AN 0 ! 0
ANCHORAGE SR 14 : 196
SzwWwARD-HOPE TR R S 19 ' =32
ALt OTHER 238 i =il ! L HEg TRETA3
ToTAL 302 2,637

1/ UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE USED BY PERMISSION OF THE
Y
BUREAU.0F THE CENSUS. : , |
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TENURE OF FARM OPERATORSS/

COMPARISON OF THE TENURE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTED 8Y THE CENSUSES OF AGRICULTURE
FOR ALASKA IN 1939 ano 1950 sHOws THAT BETWEEN THESE YEARS THE NUMBER, OF  OWNER
OPERATORS [NCREASED AND THAT OF TENANT OR MANAGER OPERATORS DECREASED (TABLE 11).
In 1950, 85 PERCENT OF THE 525 OPERATORS WERE FULL OWNERS (INCLUDING OPERATORS.
ON UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD FARMS) 10 PERCENT WERE PART OWNERS, AND THE REST WERE
ElTHER TENANTS oR MANAGERS, A RELATIVELY LARGE NUMBER OF TENANT-OR MANAGER=-
OPERATED FUR FARMS WERE RE‘ORTED IN 1939. MORE THAN HALF OF ALL FARMLAND IN
ALASKA ‘WAS LOCATED ON THESE FARMS. ALSO, LARGE ACREAGES WERE REPORTED BY A

FEW TENANT-OR MANAGER~- ~OPERATED GRAZING OPERAT{ONS IN BoTH 1939 anp 1950. Con-
SEQUENTLY, IT IS NECESSARY TO SEPARATE OUT FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERATIONS TO
FIND THE TENURE STATUS OF OPERATORS ON ALL OTHER FARMS THAT MORE NEARLY CONFORM
TO THE USUAL CONCEPT OF FARMS.

'THE. NUMBER OF FULL OWNERS OF FARMS OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERAT|ONS
INCREASED FRoM 339 In 1939 7o 431 v 1950. THEY REPRESENTED 74 PERCENT OF ALL
OPERATORS OF SUCH FARMS IN. 1939 COMPARED WITH 86 PERCENT IN 1950. ACREAGE IN
FARMS OPERATED BY FULL OWNERS ALSO INCREASED FROM 40,034 To. 52,269 ACRES --

FROM 65 PERCENT OF ALL ACREAGE IN 1939 To 77 PERCENT IN 1950. ALTHOUGH THE
NUMBER OF PART OWNERS DECREASED BETWEEN 1939 Anp 1950, ACREAGE IN FARMS OPERATED
BY PART OWNERS INCREASED FROM 8,037 To 9,405 ACRES. THIS [NCREASE IN OWNERSHI|P
MAY BE ATTRIBUTED PARTLY TO THE RELATIVELY LARGE NUMBER OF UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD
OPERATORS {NCLUDED AS FULL OWNERS IN 1950.

A COMPARISON 1S MADE BETWEEN TYPE OF TENURE FOR ALL FARMS AND THAT FOR FARMS
OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERATIONS FOR THE VARIOUS AREAS (TABLE 12).
BOTH FULL AND PART OWNERS WERE HEAVILY CONCENTRATED IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY
AREA, WHICK HAD ABOUT A THIRD OF THE FULL OWNERS AND THREE~FOURTHS OF THE PART
OWNERS OF FARMS OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERATIONS. [N MOST OTHER
AREAS FULL OWNERS OPERATED MOST OF THE FARMS OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING
OPERAT{ONS. ABOUT A FCURTH OF THE FULL OWNERS IN 1950 WERE /OPERATORS OF UN= )
PATENTED HOMESTEADS LOCATED LARGELY IN THE TANANA VALLEY AND THE WESTERN KENA{ ~
PENINSULA AREAS. [N BOTH YEARS, THE RELATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF TENANT OR MAN=~
AGER OPERATOR3 OF FARMS OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERATIONS WERE

FAIRLY WELL DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE MAJOR AREAS. IN 1939 THE NUMBER OF TENANT-
OPERATED FARMS |IN THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AND THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREAS WAS.
HEAVILY TNFLUENCED BY FUR FARM OPERATIONS.

‘
i

_/ TENURE OF ALL OPERATORS WAS REPORTED BY THE CENSUS UNDER THE' HEADINGS OF FULL
OWNERS, PART OWNERS, TENANTS, AND MANAGERS. FuLL owNERS IN 1950 INCLUDED OWNERS
(oWNiNG THE(R ENTIRE FARMS), HOMESTEADERS ON UNPATENTED HOMESTEADS, AND A COM-
BINATION OF THE Two. BuT iN 1939, NO DISTINCTION WAS MADE BETWEEN OWNED FARMS
AND UNPATENTED HOMESTEADS IN REPORTING FULL OWNERS. PART owNERS IN 1950 INcLUDED
OWNER-TENANTS, OWNER-HOMESTEADER-TENANTS, AND HOMESTEADER-TENANTS. AGAIN, IN
1939, NO DISTINCTION WAS MADE BETWEEN THESE SUBCLASSIFICATIONS OF PART OWNERS.
IN BOTH YEARS THE CENSUS REPORTED AS TENANTS ALL OPERATORS WHO RENTED LAND FROM
PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS OR LEASED ACREAGE FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. [N BOTH
YEARS THOSE WHO MANAGED FARMS FOR OTHER INDIVIDUALS WERE REPORTED AS MANAGER
OPERATORS, ALTHOUGH THE FARMS MAY HAVE BEEN OWNED, RENTED, OR LEASED. CENSUS
DATA DO NOT SHOW FARMS ORIGINALLY HOMESTEADED BUT WHICH, BY THE CENSUS DATE,
WERE OWNED BY THE!R OPERATORS. I[N 1950, IT WAS ONLY POSSIBLE TO SEPARATE THE
FARMS THAT WERE UNPATENTED HOMESTEADS.

e o '_r
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1,715,752

TagLE 11. SEPARATION OF FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERATIONS FROM ALL FARMS; BY
TENURE OF OPERATOR, ALASKA; 1950 anp 19391/ ;
TENQRE OF o : :
OPERATOR ALL FARMS - FUR FARMS g/ GRAZING ; ArL oriiR
AND YEAR = OPERATIONS_3 FARMS 4
- ! NUMBER ACRES NuMBER ACRES  NUMBER Acres NuMBER  ACRES
FuLL OWNERS : RS :
1950 445 53,105 5/, 5/ 0 0 431 52,269
1939 397 43,522 5/ 5/ 0 0 339 40,034
PART OwWNERS
- 1950 50 9,405 5/ 5/ 0 0 50 9,405
1939 74 8,044 5/ 5/ 0 0 73 8,037
- ToTaL .
1950 4395 62,510 14 836 0 0 61,674
11939 471 5},566 39 3,495 0 (0] 48,071
J;}ENANTS =25 3% o _}_2 3 ) / §‘h
1950 20 202,137 6 8/ v 6/ 6, .?ffﬁlﬁ 1,872
1939 125 1,197,567 6/ €/ &/ 6/ | 27 7,399
MANAGéRél’ : é : : {I'L i
1950 - 10 167,152 6/ 6/ .. ¢ 8/ . 1" 8 4,152
1939 ' 27 526,619 6/ 6/ 6/ 6/ 17 6,029
TqTAL i il = ek
1950 30 359,289 4 265 3 353,000 '":.23 - 6,024
1939 152 1,724,186 105 1,038,758 3 672,000 44 13,428
GranD ToTAL . - = . {
1950 '525 421,799 18 1,101 .7 3 353,000 504 67,698
51939 ‘623 164 1,042,253 3 672,000 456 61,499

l/ IUNPUBL ISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 AND 1939 CENSUSES OF AGRICULTURE;QSED BY
PERMISSION OF THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS.

2/ INCLUDES 9 COMMERCIAL FUR FARMS REPORTED [N 1950 AND 9 OTHER FARMS ON WHICH
FUR ANIMALS WERE THE PRINCIPAL AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISE.

- 3/ LARGE FARMS ON WHICH PRACTICALLY ALL ACREAGE WAS REPORTED AS PASTURELAND.

4/ IN THIS GROUP ARE INCLUDED COMMERCIAL, PART-TIME AND RESIDENT{AL FARMS.

THESE FARMS MORE NEARLY CONFORM TO THE USUAL CONCEPT OF FARMS AND FARMLAND .

5/ INCLUDED IN THE TOTAL

fm,

FOR FULL OWNERS ANG PART OWNERS,

6/ INCLUDED IN THE TOTAL FOR TENANTS-AND MANAGERS.,

f
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a>mrmdm,>rrw>x3m>zo>rrw>»3m04:mmq:>znrmn>mgm>7com>u_zm OPERATION, BY TENURE OF OPERATOR, BY MAJOR
. g >mm>m“ ALasKa, 1950 ano Amwwn\

. CRCA [ L e ALL FARMS =
T L “ g 27 TENURE OF OPERATOR. .
o AR i FULL OWNERS 5 PART OWNERS
: : ‘ ; OWNER-
A UN- OWNER- 28 = UN-
AREA ToTaL ozzmmmm\ PATENTED UN- OWNER- PALTENTED| TENANTS MANAGERS
il HOME- | PATENTED| TENANTS HOME -
STEADERS| HOME- STEADER-
STEADERS TENANTS
| | 1950 1939 {1950 19393/ 1950 1950 |1950 19393/| 19504/ o650 1939 |1950 1935
1 oAl ~-Num-~ Num-- Num-  Num- Num- Num- Num-  Num- Num-  Num-  NuM- Num-  Num=
E "BER_ BER  BER BER - BER BER BER  BER BER BER BER BER  BER
MATANUSKA VALLEY 182 231 124 153 . 11 3 37 66 0 Sex 4 2 8
TANANA VALLEY 80 3 36 22 33 2 3 1 2 e 3 -7 1 1
WESTERN KENAT PENINSULA 110 44 59 41 - 44 2 2 ¢ 0 z 2 1 1
SOUTHEASTERN, ALASKA 68 166 43 -~ 87 1. 12 4 2 5 1 5 65 1 9
KoD I AK-ALEUT:I AN 9 41 2 7 2 0 0 0 0 3 3 2 3
ANCHORAGE. | .. 21 27 14 2 .4 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 4
SeEwARD-HOPE = 46 37 30 35 10 1. 2 0 0 1 1 2 1
ALL OTHER : 9 46 Bl 31w 2 1 0 1 0 . 0 14 0 0
ToTAL 525 623 314 397 118 13 46 74 4 20 125 10 21
N ALL FARMS OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING, OPERAT!ONS
MATANUSKA VALLEY 180 228 122 151 11 3 37 56 0 5 4 2 7
TANANA VALLEY 80 31 36 22 . 33 2 3 T 2 3- 7 1 1
WeSTERN KENAT PENINSULA 108 33 57 33 44 2 2 0 0 2 0 i 0
SOUTHEASTERN. ALASKA 57 I 39 o8 - 10 3 2 4 i 1 6 1 3
Koo t AK=ALEUT 1 AN '6 11 2 3 2 0 0 0 =0 2 7 0 1
ANCHORAGE 20 23 13 17 4 0 0 1 a1 1 1 1 4
SEwARD-HOPE . © 45 36 29 . 35 10 1 2 0 "0 1 0 2 1
AtL OTHER .. 8 23 . 5 20 2 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 0
ToTAL 504 456 303 339 116 12 46 3 4 215 27 8 17

UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM.THE 1950 anp 1939 CENSUSES OF >mm.ncrqcmm ‘YSED BY PERMiSSION OF THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS.
IN THIS CATEGORY ARE THOSE OPERATORS WHO OWNED THEIR ENTIRE FARMS N 1950.

ALL UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD TENURE REPORTED AS OWNER TENURE_ IN 1939. ™
INCLUDES OPERATORS WHO HOMESTEADED PART OF THEIR FARMS AND xmx&ﬁn THE REST. m

o

LRy
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TaBLE 13.. ACREAGE. IN FARMS OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERATIONS, BY TYPE OF
- " TENURE AND BY MAJOR AREAS, Aiaska, 1950 anD 1939_/

ACREAGE

OWNED OR BEING HCMESTEADED

AREA 'AND YEAR ' N ToTaL = OwNED BEING - RENTED  MANAGED
FARMS ) : HOME~ 8
AL STEADED
ACRES ' ACRES ~  ACRES ACRES ~ ACRES ACRES
MATANUSKA VALLEY ‘ TTREEY S : g R 3
1950 28,4207+ 25,471 23,718 ,755° 1,709 1,240
1939 o 26 400" " 22,486 2/ 2/ 712,011 1,903
TANANA VALLEY - . R ' Qe
4950 : 14 924 7 12,193 7,313 - 4,880 631 2,100
1939 9,244 6,278 2 2/ 908 2,058
WeESTERN KENAT PENINSULA '
1950 13,091 12,607 7,359 5,248 324 160
1939* A3, BFF 4,835 ° 74,835 ~g/ : g/ : 0 0
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA L A R B Lhgi
11950 3,774 3,561 -‘2,738 - 823 53 180
1939 . 6,181xwu; 5 070 i 2/ ¥ TTe 319
KoD1AK=-ALEUT I AN _ i M3 i & SR
1950 6437 223- w53 175 - 415 - 0
1939 - 6,336 7 379 RV 2/ 5,491 466
ANCHORAGE ' LRt T :
1950 2,221 1 901 7,276 - 625 160 160
1939 3,118 1,850 2/ 2/ 295 973
SEWARD-HORE - o e O Ol : g
AMPGHQ - VLIRS A 3, 017 - 2,502 1,964 - = 538 - 183 332
21939 A T E DR N & | 3 033 2,723 ] g/ Ny e 'g/ if : 0 210
ALL OTHER ' ! SR 2T : s : H = G T RS ) W < 1
1950 on 1,608 1,608 1,395 - 212 0 0
1939 : 2,352 2,004 R LA 22 348 - B¢,
ToTtaL I L -3 X ekl ] LYASCPIE LN i
1950 : 67,698 60,071 45,817 14,254 3,475 4,152
1939 ¢ T 81,499 45,625 - 2/ 2/ 845 5,029

_/ UNPUBL ISHED DATA FROM THE 1950 anDp 1939 CeNnsuses oF AGRECULTURE USED BY
PERMI'SSION OF THE BUREAU oF CENSUS,

g/ BREAKDOWN NOT AVAILABLE FROM 1939 CENSUS DATAS
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SEVERAL POINTS MAY BE MADE. "CONCERNING LAND TENURE ON’ FARMS OTHER THAN FURFARMS!/ ¢
AND GRAZiNG OPERATIONS (TABLE 13) IN 1939, ACREAGE OWNED OR’ 'BEING HOMESTEADED
"REPRESENTED T4 PERCENT OF THE 61,499 ACRES IN FARMS OTHER THAN--FUR. FARMS.AND.. ...
GRAZING OPERATIONS. By 1950, THAT PERCENTAGE HAD INCREASED TO 89 PERCENT OF A
TOTAL OF 67,698 AcrRES., OF THIS, 68 PERCENT WAS OWNED AND 21 PERCENT WAS UN-
PATENTED HOMESTEAD 'ACREAGE. BeTweeN 1939 AND 1950 ACREAGE OWNED OR BEING HOME=-
STEADED INCREASED FROM 45,625 To 60,071 ACRES. INCREASES OCCURRED IN THE
MaTaNusKA VALLEY, WESTERN KENAI PEN!NSULA, TANANA VALLEY AND ANCHORAGE AREAS,

IN 1950 THE RATIO OF FARMLAND ACREAGE OWNED TO UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD ACREAGE WAS
7.6 10 2.4, THE PROPORTION OF LAND OWNED OR BEING HOMESTEADED WHICH WAS UN-
PATENTED HOMESTEAD ACREAGE IN 1950 VARIED CONSIDERABLY AMONG AREAS.. PERCENTAGES
WERE 42 FERCENT IN THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREA, 40 PERCENT IN THE TANANA

VALLEY AREA; 23 PERCENT IN THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AREA, AND 7 PERCENT IN THE
MaTANUSKA VALLEY AREA. IN 1939, 16 PERCENT OF THE .TOTAL ACREAGE IN FARMS OTHER
THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERATIONS WAS RENTED OR LEASED, AND 10 PERCENT WAS
MANAGED . By 1950, ONLY 5 PERCENT WAS RENTED OR LEASED AND 6 PERCENT WAS MANAGED,

HoMEeSTEADS . .

FEDERALLY OWNED LAND [N ALASKA HAS BEEN ACQUIRED BY PRIVATE OWNERS UNDER THE
PROVIS{ONS CF THE HOMESTEAD LAW, PARTICULARLY SINCE WORLD WAR {1, SOME QF THESE
HCMESTEAD TRACTS ARE BEING ‘DEVELOPED INTO FARMS. MANY MORE SHOW LITTLE EVIDENCE
OF AGRICULTURAL USE. THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT REPORTED 991 UNPERFECTED .
HOMESTEAD ENTRf?S PENDING AS OF JUuNE 30, 1950, THEY CONTAINED A TOTAL OF ,
17,191 acres IN ApriL 1950, THE CENSUS REPORTED AS FARMS OR PARTS OF FARMS
oNLY 135 UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD TRACTS WHICH ToTALED: 14,269 ACRES (vaBLE 12),

TH!S :NDICATES THAT ABOUT A SEVENTH OF THE UNPERFECTED HOMESTEAD ENTRIES WERE.
REPCGRTED 3y THE BUREaU OF THE CENSUS AS, FARMS (TABLE 14).

WANY UNPERFECTED HOMESTEAD TRACTS, ESPECIALLY THOSE ENTERED UNDER VLTERANS'
EROVISIONS OF THE HOMESTEAD LAW, MAY NEVER BECOME FARMS UNDER PRESENT HOMESTEADERS.
!HL VETERANS' CLAUSE‘OF THE HOMESTEAD LAW PROVIDES A MINiMUM OF 7 MONTHS BETWEEN
ENTR: AND PATENT WiTH NO CULTIVATION REQUlREMENTS. "IT HAS BEEN AM INLENTIVE

FOR SPECULATION, UNDER THIS PROVISION THOUSANDS . .0F ACRES OF PUBLIC LAND’ HAVE

BELEN ‘RANSFERRED TO PR.VATE OWNERS WHO APPARENTLY HAVE NO AGRICULTURAL AMBITIONS 7/

HOHESTEAD NG !N SOUTHE N ALASKA HAS !NCREASED SiNCE WORLD War 11 u/ THE.
ANCHORAGE LAND OFFlCEQ REPORTED 231 UNPERFECTED HOMESTEADS IN 1945 anD THE NUMBER
INCREASED ALMOST YEARLX To 661 1N 1953, HOMESTEAD PATENTS INCREASED FROM 9 IN
1945 7o 129 IN 1953, '

6/ UMITED STATES BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, REPORT OF THE DlRECTOR OF THE BUREAU
oF LAND MANAGEMENT, STATISTICAL APPENDIX, 1950, P. 23.

7/ UntTen STATES BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMEZNT, PAPERS PRESENTED AT. THE SEMINARS LON
Aiaska, 1950, PP, 11i-vl, 2, 12-14,

§/ SOME PREVAILING TRENDS iN HOMESTEADING ACTIVITY !N ALASKA ARE INDICATED BY
THE STATISTICAL APPENDICES TO REPORTS OF THE COMM!SSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND
OFFice AND REZPORTS OF THE DiRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF LAND MaNAGEMENT, 1945
THROUGH 1953, BECAUSE OF THE DIFFERENT ACCOUNTING PERIODS FOR THE VAR|OUS

STAGES OF HOMESTEAD ACT{VITY REPORTED AND THE DIFFERENCE IN REQUIRED PERIODS OF
PATENT COMPLIANCE WHICH VARY FROM 7 MONTHS TO 5 YEARS, ONE CANNOT GET A SEPARATE
YEAR~BY-YEAR RECORD OF HOMESTEADING. HOWEVER, DATA FOR A B-YEAR PERIOD APPEARS

TO GIVE REASONABLY ACCURATE INDICATIONS OF TREND.
Q/ THE ANCHORAGE LAND OFFICE HAS JURISDICTION OF THE AREA SOUTH OF THE ALASKA
RaNGE. THIS REGION INCLUDES THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AND ANCHORAGE AREAS AS WELL

AS BOTH AREAS OF THE KENA| PENINSULA AND THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AREA.
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TaBLe 14, NUMBER AND ‘ACREAGE OF UNPERFECTED HOMESTEAD ENTRIES PENDING AND
UNPATENTED HOMESTEADS REPORTED AS FARMS, ALASKA, 1950

UNPERFECTED HOMESTEAD el UNPATENTED HOMESTEADS

© ENTRIES PENDING 1/ REPORTED AS FARMS 2/
LAND oFFIcE  ENTRIES  ACREAGE  AREA HOMESTEADS  ACREAGE
NUMBER " ACRES _ NQMBER AcCRES
ANCHORAGE 726 87,160 MATANUSKA VALLEY 14 1,753
WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA 46 5,248
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA 17 838
ERT VAT Kop 1 AK=-ALEUT | AN NN 175
2t . ANCHORAGE JE B = 5 ‘625
SEWARD-HOPE 1 538
ALL OTHER: o0 . 5 i ) 212
‘ TOTAL 98 9,389
FA1RBANKS 265 .30,031 1 TANANA VALLEY S | 4,880
AuaskaToraL 991 7,191 . . . MoWSKaUTOTAL - 135 14,269

1/ REPORT: oF THE DIRECTOR 'OF THE -BUREAU .OR LAND MANAGEMENT, SW&T[STICAL APPENDIX,
1930, TaBLE 19, #. 23:as of June .30, 1950..

2/ UNPUBLISHED DATA' FROM THE! 1950’ CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE USED BY PERMISSION OF
THE BUREAU. OF THE CENSUS. !INCLUDES -Al.L UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD TRACTS AS OF
APriL 1, 1950, BOTH THOSE REPORTED AS ENTIRE FARMS AND THOSE -REPORTED AS
PARTLY HOMESTEADED AND PARTLY OWNED OR RENTED FARMS.,
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o TABLE: 15, HOMESTEAD: ENTRIES, 'ALASKA, 194853 Y. ool LR

OriGiNAL ~ FinaL " TENTRIEs 7 NET CHANGE
LaND OFFICE UNET: - o ENTRIES ENTRIES CANCELLED?3 - *3 . -“FN UNPERFECTED
i ALLOWED: APPROVED RELINQU|SHED " ;" .ENTRILES PENDING

2/ 3/ . _or withorawnY/ 5/

e R e ’ s eyl ok

AncHorace  Nuweer 1,362 640 437 4285
Ol ACRES © 167,694 74,958 ./ . 6/
FAIRBANKS "NuMBER 657 164 T hog U 4195
Ackes 71,108 17,565 T 6/

i _/ REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE'BUREAU oF LAND MANAGEMENT, STATISTICAL
APPENDICES OF 1947 THRouGH 1953. DATA BASED ON FISCAL YEARS.

iig/ STATISTICAL APPENDICES 1948, TABLEZ36}~1949, TaBLE 35; 1950, vaBLE 34;
71951, TaBLe 343 1952, TABLE 34; 1953, TABLE 31,

§/“STATISTICAL ApPENDICES 1948, TABLE 37; 1949, TABLE 36; 1350, TaBLE 35;
-3951, TaeLe 35; 1952, Taste 35; 1953, TasBLE 32. s : ot Wi

4/ NET DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ORIGINAL ENTRIES AND FINAL ENTRIES APPROVED ON A
. B:YEAR AVERAGE, ADJUSTED FOR UNPERFECTED ENTRIES PENDING AT THE END OF EACH-
FISCAL YEAR.

§/ <JUNE 30, 1947 To June-30, 1953. STATiSTicAL APPENDICES 1947, TABLE. 193" .
1948, TasLE 19; 1949, TaBLE 20; 1950, TaBLe 19; 1951, TABLE 19; 1953, TABLE 18,

_/ AVERAGE: S{ZE OF ENTRIES DROPPED W{THOUT FINAL APPROVAL AND UNPERFECTED”ENT?IES
PENDING.ARE APPROXIMATELY THE 'SAME AS . THOSE OF. ORiGlNAL ENTRXES ALLOWED AND =
FINAL ENTRIES APPROVEDi™ .. iaia’ Hait 0 ST S b 5 A
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DURING TH!S PERIOD THE AVERAGE PATENTED HOMESTEAD CONTAINED 116 AcRES. BETWEEN
1948' AND 1953, 696 PATENTS WERE GRANTED IN THE AREA UNDER JURISDICTION OF THE
ANCHORAGE LAND OFFICE, AND 81,012 ACRES OF PUBLIC LAND WERE TRANSFERRED TO
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP. AS SHOWN IN TABLE 15, LESS THAN A THIRD OF THE HOMESTEAD
ENTRIES RECORDED IN THE ANCHORAGE OFFICE BETWEEN 1948 AND 1953 WERE DROPPED
WITHOUT COMPLETION OF PATENT REQUIREMENTS. ALMOST HALF OF THE ORIGI!NAL ENTRIES
IN THAT PERIOD WERE APPROVED FOR PATENT. A FOLLOW-UP (N 1953 oF 529 HOME-
STEAD ENTRIES MADE IN OR CLOSE TO THE MATANUSKA VALLEY BETWEEN 1945 ano 1950,
SHOWS MUCH THE SAME FINAL DISPOSITION OF ENTRIES. OSLIGHTLY LESS THAN HALF OF
THESE ENTRIES WERE PATENTED AND A LITTLE MORE THAN A THIRD WERE DROPPED WITHOUT
FINAL APPROVAL. 10/

IN CONTRAST W!TH HOMESTEADING ACTIVITY UNDER JURISDICTION OF THE ANCHORAGE’
OFFICE, REPORTS OF THE FAIRBANKS OFFICE INDICATE A SMALLER NUMBER OF HOMESTEADS
IN BoTH 1945 anp 1953. THE NUMBER OF UNPERFECTED ENTRIES INCREASED FRoM 163

IN 1945 To 392 1N 1953. THE I1SSUE OF PATENTS IN THE AREA OF THE FAIRBANKS
OFFICE INCREASED FROM 5 IN 1945 1o 34 InN 1953, AND AVERAGED APPROXIMATELY

108 acrRes. BeTweeN 1948 ano 1953, 180 PATENTS WERE 1SSUED ON 19,463 ACRES

OF PUBLIC LAND. "~ ALMOST HALF OF THE HOMESTEAD ENTRIES IN THIS REGION APPARENTLY
WERE DROPPED BEFORE PATENT REQUIREMENTS WERE ATTA!INED (taBLE 15). AsouT A
FOURTH OF THE ORIGiNAL ENTRIES WERE FINALLY APPROVED FOR PATENT.

COMPARISON OF THE REPORTS FROM THE TWO LAND OFFICES BETWEEN 1945 aAnp 1953

SHOWS THAT THE NUMBER OF UNPERFECTED HOMESTEAD ENTRIES PENDING INCREASED FROM

231 To 661 FOR: THE ANCHORAGE OFFICE AND FROM 163 To 393 FoOR THEIFAIRBANKS
OFFICE.  THE RATIO BETWEEN UNPERFECTED ENTRIES REPORTED BY THE ANCHORAGE OFF ICE
AND THOSE ‘REPORTED 8Y THE FAIRBANKS OFFICE wAs 5.9 To 4.1 in 1945, anDp 6.3 To 3.7
iN 1953, THIS INDICATES THAT AN INCREASINGLY LARGER PROPORTION OF THE HOME-
STEADING ACTIVITY 1S'TAKING PLACE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE ANCHORAGE OFFICE;
AND A HIGHER PERCENTAGE OF ENTRIES IN THAT DISTRICT ARE FINALLY APPROVED FOR
PATENT (TABLE 15).

FARMS AND FARMLAND, 1939 ano 1950

1

THE NUMBER OF FARMS REPORTED BY THE CENSUS OF AGR!CULTURE DECREASED FROM 623
iN 1939 10 525 IN-1950. REPORTED ACREAGE IN THESE FARMS DECLINED FROM
1,775,752 10 421,799 AcreEs (TABLE 16). THESE CHANGES ARE NOT GOOD INDICATORS
OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN ALASKA BECAUSE OF DIFFERENCES IN CLASSIFICATION
OF FARMS AND FARMLAND AND THE LARGE DECREASE IN ACREAGE OF PUBLIC LAND LEASED
FOR GRAZING AND FUR FARMING WHICH WAS REPORTED AS FARMLAND. .
[N GENERAL, THE NUMBER OF FARMS INCREASED (N ACRES LYING WITHIN THE "RaiiseLT"
REGION ll/ AND DECREASED IN AREAS ISOLATED OR AWAY FROM THAT REGION. THIS 1S
TRUE OF INCREASES IN THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREAS,
AND OF DECREASES IN THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA, THE KODIAK-ALFUTIAN, AND THE
"ALL OTHER'" AREAS. THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA HAD NINE-TENTHS OF THE TOTAL
FARMLAND REPORTED IN 1939, AND ALTHOUGH MORE THAN NINE-TENTHS OF THE DECLINMF
of 1,353,953 ACRES OCCURRED IN THIS AREA, |T ST!LL ACCOUNTED FOR MORE THAN
FOUR-F IFTHS OF THE TOTAL ACREAGE IN 1950. THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, THE TANANA
VALLEY, AND THE WESTERN KENA! PENINSULA AREAS EACH HAD REPORTED INCREASES IN
FARMLAND WHILE ALL, OTHER AREAS SHOWED DECREASES.

10/ UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE ANCHORAGE LAND OFFICE.

11/ THé'éEG[QN'EXTENouNG NORTHWARD FROM SEWARD ON THE KENAI PENINSULA TO FAIR-
BANKS, WHICH 1S MORE OR LESS CENTERED ON THE ALASKA RAILROAD, 1S REFERRED TO AS
THE "RAILBELT" REGION.
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THE DECREASE IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS BETWEEN 1939 AND 1950 MAY BE ATTRIBUTED TO
SEVERAL FACTORSY INCREASED COSTS OF LIVING AND GREATER OPPORTUNITY FOR NONAGRI=-
CULTURAL EMPLOYMENT HAVE ENCOURAGED MANY FARM OPERATORS TO ENGAGE LARGELY (N
NONFARM WORK. |IN SOME AREAS, SMALL HOLDINGS WERE CONSOLIDATED TO PROVIDE THE
LARGER FARMS NECESSARY FOR EFFICIENT OPERATION. THE NUMBER OF FUR FARMS DECREASED
SHARPLY, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE ISLANDS OF SQUTHEASTERN ALASKA, SOUTH CENTRAL
ALASKA, AND ON THE ALEUTIAN |SLANDS.

[N THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA, THE NUMBER OF FARMS DECREASED FRom 231 To 182.
HOWEVER, THE ACREAGE 1IN THESE FARMS INCREASED FRoOM 26,800 1o 28,750 acres. THis
WAS THE ONLY AREA IN WHICH THE AVERAGE SIZE OF FARM INCREASED BETWEEN 1939 AnD
1950. WITH A SOMEWHAT ENLARGED FARMING AREA AND A LESSER CONCENTRATION OF FARMS
IN THE AREA, THE INCREASE IN AVERAGE SiZE REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT CONSOLIDATION
of smALL 40- oR BO- ACRE FARMS INTO FARM UNITS OF A S1ZE NECESSARY FOR MORE EFFi-
CIENT COMMERCIAL OPERATION.

ONE OF THE LARGEST INCREASES IN NUMBERS OF FARMS OCCURRED ON THE KENA1 PENINSULA
-- 66 IN THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREA AND 9 IN THE StEwarRD-HoPe AReEA. THis

WAS IN LARGE PART THE RESULT OF RECENT HOMESTEADS. [N THE WESTERN KeEna! PENINSULA
AREA, ACREAGE OF FARMLAND INCREASED BY MORE THAN 500 ACRES. THERE WERE FEWER
FARMS AROUND HOMER N 1950 THAN IN 1939. BUT ALONG THE WEST COAST OF THE PENIN-
SULA, WHERE IN 1939 THERE WERE onLY 11 FArRMS, N 1950 THERE WERE 86. [T Is pousT-
FUL WHETHER MANY OF THE NEW FARMS ON THE KENAI PENINSULA WiLL CONTRIBUTE SIGNI-
FICANTLY TO FARM PRODUCTIVITY IN ALASKA. MOST OF THEM. WERE CLASSIFIED AS ABNOR-
MAL FARMS ON THE BASIS THAT THEY WERE TOO RECENTLY ESTABLISHED TO HAVE MUCH
AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY. IN 1950, FARMS iIN THE SEWARD-HOPE AREA WERE FAIRLY WELL
GROUPED AROUND SEWARD, AT THE NORTHWESTERN END OF KeEnAt LAKE, AND NEAR Hore. A
DECLINE IN FARMLAND WAS REPORTED FOR THIS AREA.

FARMS IN THE TaNANA VALLEY AREA INCREASED FROM 31 To 80 seTweeN 1939 anp 1950.
ACREAGE IN THESE FARMS ROSE FROM 9,244 To 14,924 acres. [N 1939, mM0oST oF THE
FARMS WERE WITHIN 15 MILES oF FAIrBANKS., By 1950, THE RADIUS HAD BEEN SLIGHTLY
ENLARGED AND MANY NEW FARMS HAD BEEN STARTED ALONG THE RICHARDSON HIGHWAY BETWEEN
FairBANKS AND BtG DELTA. ALMOST HALF OF THE FARMS REPORTED IN THIS AREA IN 1850
SHOWED LITTLE AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY. MANY OF THEM WERE RECENTLY HOMESTEADED
TRACTS.

SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA HAD 98 FEWER FARMS (N 150 THAN 1N 1939. THE MANY FUR FARMS
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE [SLANDS HAD DECREASED CONSIDERABLY BY 1950, AND MOST
OTHER FARMS IN THE AREA WERE CONCENTRATED NEAR THE PRINCIPAL TOWNS. ACREAGE
REPORTED AS FARMLANG DECREASED BY 30,625 ACRES, AND THE AVERAGE SIZE OF FARM
DECLINED FROM 209 70 61 ACRES.

ONLY A FEW OF THE FARMS REPORTED BY THE CENSUS FOR THE KOD!AK-ALEUTIAN AREA IN
1939 REMAINED IN 1950, AND MOST OF THESE WERE oN KobiaAk Istanp. In 1939, 41
WIDELY DISPERSED FARMS, INCLUDING A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF FUR FARMS, WERE RE~ '
PORTED BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF KoDIAK AND ATTU. AS INDICATED ON PAGE 17 SOME OF THIS
DECREASE IN NUMBERS MAY HAVE BEEN DUE TO THE UNCERTAIN TENURE SITUATION OF SOME
GRAZING LEASES IN 1949. ACREAGE OF FARMLAND IN THE AREA DECREASED FRoOM 1,620,377
ACRES IN 1939 To 353,643 acrRes IN 1950. MosT OF THE TOTAL FARM ACREAGE REPORTED
BY THE CENSUS FOR ALASKA IN BOTH YEARS WAS IN THIS AREA.

IN THE ANCHORAGE AREA FEWER FARMS WERE REPORTED IN 1950 THAN N 1939, ALTHOUGH
SEVERAL NEW ONES HAD APPEARED ALONG THE PALMER HIGHWAY. BOTH FARMLAND AND FARM

-
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PEOPLE WERE APPARENTLY ABSORBED IN THE INCREASED CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER NONAGRI=-
CULTURAL DEVELQPMENT OF THE AREA. o

THERE 1S A MARKED CONTRAST AMONG AREAS IN AVERAGE SIZE OF FARM (taBLE 16).
BECAUSE OF THE LARGE ACREAGE IN THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA, TO SPEAK OF AN AVERAGE
FARM FOR ALASKA AS A WHOLE HAS LITTLE MEANING. THE SHARP DOWNWARD CHANGES IN

THE AVERAGE SIZE FOR SEVERAL AREAS ARE MAINLY DUE TO ELIMINATION OF A FEW LARGE
FARMS REPORTED IN 1939. MOST OF THEM WERE LEASCD OR RENTED. [T WAS DIFFICULT

TO CLASSIFY MANY OF THESE LARGE FARMS AS FARMS OR FARMLAND BECAUSE ONLY RESTRICTED
AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS WERE CARRIED ON. ‘

FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERAT{ONS

FUR FARMING WAS PRACTICED ON A RELATIVELY EXTENSIVE SCALE IN ALASKA DURING 1939
AND PREVIOUS YEARS BUT B8Y 1950 1T HAD ALMOST CEASED TO EXIST. SALES OF LIVE
ANIMALS OR PELTS DROPPED FROM MORE THAN $288,000 To asouT $40,000. In 1939, rfur
ANIMALS WERE REPORTED AS THE PRINCIPAL AGRJCULTURAL ENTERPRISE ON 164 FARMS.

IN 1950 THERE WERE ONLY 18 SUCH INSTANCES.'2/ THE DECLINING MARKET FOR FURS, THE
INCREASED COST OF LIVING AND OF FUR FARM OPERATIONS, AND THE INCREASED OPPORTUN-
ITIES FOR HIGHER INCOMES FROM NONAGRICULTURAL SOURCES HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE
DECREASE IN FUR FARMING.

THE DECLINE IN FUR FARMING IN ALASKA HELPS TO ACCOUNT FOR THE DECREASE IN NUMBERS
AND ACREAGE OF ALL FARMS BETWEEN 1939 anp 1950 (tABLE 17). IN MANY INSTANCES
WHEN AN ENTIRE ISLAND WAS LEASED OR USED BY ONE -FUR-FARM OPERATOR IN 1939, THE
WHOLE AREA OF THE ISLAND WAS REPORTED AS FARMLAND, EVEN THOUGH LITTLE OR NO AGRI-
CULTURAL USE WAS MADE OF MOST OF THE AREA. AS A RESULT, THE 164 FUR FARMS IN
1939 WERE REPORTED AS HAaviNG 1,042,253 ACRfs or FARMLAND, OR ABOUT THREE-FIFTHS
OF THE TOTAL FARMLAND REPORTED IN THAT YEAR. THIRTY-SEVEN OF THESE FUR FARMS
eXceeped 1,000 AcrREs IN sizE. IN 1939 MOST OF THE FUR FARMS WEREtN THE SOUTH-
EASTERN ALASKA, THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN, AND THE "ALL OTHER" AREAS. OF THE 623 FARMS
REPORTED -IN 1939, 120 HAD NO CROPLAND AND NO PASTURELAND. NINETY-EIGHT OF THE
120 FARMS WERE FUR FARMS. THESE FARMS ALONE ACCOUNTED FOR MORE THAN A MiLLION
ACRES OF FARMLAND REFORTED BY THE 1939 CeNsus oF AGRICULTURE. MOST OF THiS LARGE
ACREAGE WAS IN THE KoD!AK-ALEUT'AN AREA. By 1950, THE 18 FUR FARMS REMAINING
CONTAINED A TOoTAL oF 1,107 AacrES. NoNE EXCEEDED 170 ACRES IN S1ZE. TwO-THIRDS
OF THESE FARMS WERE IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.

AN ADDITIONAL SMALL GROUP OF FARMS SHOULD BE SEFARATED FROM THE TOTAL NOMBER OF
FARMS REPORTED. THESE ARE THE VERY LARGE GRAZING OPERATIONS ON WHICH THE PRIN-
-~ CIPAL ENTERPRISE WAS RAISiNG SHEZEP OR CATTLE, ‘AND ON WHICH PRACTICALLY ALL OF THE
ACREAGE WAS® REPORTED AS PASTURELAND. THERE WERE THREE SUCH GRAZ!NG OPERATIONS IN
BOTH 1939 ANS 1950, ALL OF WHICH WERE (N THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA. THESE UNITS
REPORTED 672,000 A;Ras IN 1939 anD 353,000 acres In 1950.

EXCLUDING FUR FARMS 'AND LARGE GRAZING OPERATIONS FROM THE TOTAL, NUMBER OF, FARMS
REPORTED BY THE CENSUS, THE NUMBER OF ALL OTHER FARMS iNCREASED. FROM 456 T0 504.
FARMLAND iN THESE FARMS INCREASED FROM 61,499 To 67,698 ACRES (rAsLE 17),, THESE

12/ THE NUMBER OF FUR FARMS IN 1950 INCLUDED 9 COMMERCIAL FUR FARMS AND 9 OTHER
TARMS ON WHICH FUR ANIMALS WERE THE PRINCIPAL AGR!CULTURAL ENTERPRISE. >

.
o

13/ OF THE NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FUR FARMS REPORTED IN 1939 97‘WITH 1 ,038,168
ACRES WERE RENTED OR LEASED. .
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TasLE 16. FARMS, BY MAJOR AREAS, ALaska, 1950 anp 1939 l/
NUMBER OF FARMS
PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE | CHANGE BETWEEN
AREA FARMs! ofF ALL FARMS| FarRMS}OF aLL FarMs| 1939 AND 1950
1950 1939 . ;
NuMBER  PerceNT NUMBER PERCENT NuMBER
MATANUSKA VALLEY 182 3.7 23 37.1 - 49,
Tanana VALLEY 80 15.2 31 5.0 .+ 49
WESTERN KENA! PENINSULA 110 21.0 44 7.1 + 66
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA 68 13.0 166 26.6 - 98
Kob1aK-ALEUTIAN 9 1.7 47 6.6 - 32
ANCHORAGE 21 4.0 27 4.3 - b6
SEWARD-HOPE. 46 8.7 37 5.9 149
ALL OTHER g 1.7 46 7.4 - 37
ToTat 525 100.0 623 100.0 - 98
ACREAGE IN FARMS
AREA PerceNT PERCENT

ACREAGE OF TOTAL ACREAGE OF TOTAL

CHANGE BETWEEN

ACREAGE ACREAGE 1839 ano .1950

ACRES PeRcCENT AcREes PERCENT . AcCRES PERCENT

MATANUSKA VALLEY 28,750 : 6.8 26,800 1.5 + 1,950 + 7.3
TAanANA VALLEY 14,924.. 3.5 9,244 0.5 + 5,680 +61.4
WeSTERN KeENAI PeENINsuLAa 13,274 3.2 2,706 0.7 =+ 568 + 4.5
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA 4,142 1.9 34,774 2.0 - 30,625 -88.1
KODIAK-ALEUT 1 AN 353,643 83.9 1,620,377 91.2 -1,266,734 -78.2
ANCHORAGE 2,226 0.5 3,132 6.2 - 906 -28.9
SEWARD-HOPE 3,065 0.7 19,313 - 16,248 -84 .1
ALL OTHER 1,768 0.4 49,406 2.8 - 47,638 -96.4
TotaL 421,799 100.0 1,775,752 100.0 -1,353,953 -76.2

AVERAGE S!ZE OF FARMS
b PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE
ARgA ACREAGE OF AYERAGE ACREAGEZ OF ‘AVERAGE CHANGE BETWEEN
i OF ALL FARMS ‘0OF ALL FARMS 1939 anp 1950

“ACRES PERCENT "ACRES  PERCENT AcCRES
MATANUSKA VALLEY 158 19.7 i1€e 4.1 + 42
TANANA VaLLEY ... 187 23.3 298 10.5 -111
WESTERN KeENAL PENleuLA {ff 121 15,1 289 10.1 -168
SOUTHEASTERN ALaska .7 ' 61 . 7.6 209 7.3 . -148
KoD 1 AK=ALEUT I AN ' 39 294 4,893.4 39, 521 1,386.7 -227
ANCHORAGE 106 13.2 116 T4 - 10
Sewarp-Hore . &7 8.3 - 522 - 18.3. -455
ALL OTHER ‘ 196 24 .4 - 1,074 37.7 -878
AVERAGE OF ALL FARMS 803 100.0 2,850 100.0 -2,047

1/

PERMISSION OF THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS.

UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE 195C ano 1939 szsusas OF AGR!CULTURE USED BY
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FARMS AVERAGED ABOUT 134 aAcrReESs IN BOTH 1939 anD 1950. THE FARMS OF THE MATANUSKA

VALLEY, THE! TANANA VALLEY, AND THE WESTERN KENA! PENINSULA AREAS, ARE NOWi SEEN { P
IN MORE NEARLY TRUE PERSPECTIVE IN TERMS OF BOTH NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS. !
IN 1950, THESE THREE AREAS ACCOUNTED FOR 368 FARMS, OR THREE-FOURTHS OF THOSE
OTHER THAN FUR FARMS AND GRAZING OPERATIONS. .THEY ALSO -ACCOUNTED FOR 56,435
ACRES, OR FOUR-FIFTHS OF THE FARMLAND IN SUCH FARMS. I[N 1939 .THESE AREAS. HAD
TWO-THIRDS OF THE FARMS AND TWO-THIRDS OF THE FARMLAND. ’

MAJOR FARM GROUPS, 1950

IN THE FIRST Two PARIS OF THIS REPCRT, AGRICULTURAL LAND USE AND RELATED CHARACv
TERISTICS WERE PRESENTED LARGELY AS REPORTED 8Y THE 1950 AND ]939 CENSUSES OF
AGR!CULTURL DATA WERE SHCWN BY EIGHT SUBDIVISIONS OF ALASKA. THIS WAS DONE |
TO DELIMIT CERTAIN GENERALLY RECOGNIZED AGRICULTURAL AREAS HAVING CHARACTER!STIGS
THAT DIFFER FROM THOSE OF OTHER AREAS IN WHICH AGRICULTURE IS AT PRESENT UNIM-
PORTANT. COMPAR1SONS WERE MADE BETWEZEN 1950 AND 1939 DATA FOR THESE AREAS.
FOR THIS PART OF THE REPORT THE AUTHORS HAVE DIVIDED ALL FARMS REPORTED BY THE
1950 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE INTO FOUR MAJOR GROUPS ON THE BASIS OF DISTINGUISHING
CHARACTERISTICS. THESE GROUPS ARE THEN DISCUSSED IN TERMS OF THEIR ROLE IN THE
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE TERRITORY., THE FOUR MAJOR GROUPS ARE DESIGNATED
AS CROP OR iLIVESTOCK FARMS, GRAZING OPERATIONS, FUR FARMS, AND NOMINAL FARMS.
SPECIFIC cﬁARAcTERISTrcSror THESE GROUPS ARE SHOWN !N TABLE 18.

i E

A SMALL NUMBER OF VERY LARGE LEASED OR MANAGED FARMS WERE REPORTED BY THE 1950
CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE IN WHICH ALMOST THE ENTIRE ACREAGE WAS PASTURELAND. THESE
FARMS, WHIGH ACCOUNTED FOR MORE THAN FOUR-FIFTHS OF ALL FARMLAND IN 1950, aRre
DESIGNATED {GRAZ!NG OPERATIONS., FARMS HAVING LESS THAN 2 ACRES OF HARVESTED
CROPLAND AND LESS THAN"$150 VALUE OF FARM ‘PRODUCTS SOLD 1N 1949 ARE REFERRED TO
AS NOMINAL , FARMS THESE INCLUDE A NUMBER OF RECENTLY FSTABLISHED HOMESTEADS AND
MANY RESIDENTIAL FARMS WHOSE_ OPERLTORS DEPEND ‘PRIMARILY ‘ON OFF-FARM WORK FOR
THEIR LIVELIHOOD. FARMS ON WHICH FUR ANIMALS ARE THE MAJOR ENTERPRISE AND FROM
WHICH WAS REPORTED $150 OR MORE VALUE OF PRODUCTS SoLD (OR 2 OR MORE ACRES OF
HARVESTED CROPLAND) ARE DiSCUSSED UNDER THE HEADING OF FUR FARMS. ALTHOUGH FUR
FARMING 1S NOT AS IMPORTANT IN ALASKA NOW AS IT WAS IN THE PAST, IT IS A DISTINCT
AND SEPARATE SEGMENT OF ALASKAN AGRICULTURE. '‘CROP OR LLYESTOCK FARMS IN:LUDE

ALL FARMS REPOQTING 2 0P MORZ ArRFs OF HARVESTED: CROPLANE OR $150 oR MOR;-VALQE
OF FARM PRODUCTS SCLD iN-1948,  EXCERT FOR THOSE ‘FARMS CLASSIFIED AS GRAZING
OPERATIONS :OR FUR FARMS, Th’S GROUP OF FARMS ACCOUNTS FOR NEARLY ALL OF THE
HARVESTED CROPLAND, ALMOST ALL LIVESTCCK OTHER THAN SHEEP AND FUR ANIMALS, AND
96 PERCENTOF THE TOTAL VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS soLp inN 1949 (tasLe 18).

1

CONSIDERABLE VARIATION GCCURS IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF ALL FARMS AMONG THE AREAS

OF ALASKA AS WELL AS AN UNEVEN: DISTRIBUTION OF THE MAJOR FARM GROUPS (Fi1@.2).
CROP AND L)VESTOCK FARMS ARE CONCENTRATED (N THE ‘MATANUSKA VALLEY, WHICH HAS

A THIRD OF:ALL FARM CLASS{FICATIONS IN ALaSKA. ALL OF THE GRAZING OPERAT(ONS

ARE IN THE,KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA, AND FUR FARMS ARE CONCENTRATED IN THE SOUTHEAST=-
ERN ALASKA;AREA. NOMIMAL FARMS ARE LOCATED LARGELY N THE ‘TWO AREAS OF THE .
KENAI PENINSULA AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREA. . THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREA:
HAD A FIFTH OF ALL FARMS IN ALASKA.  THREE~FOURTHS OF THESE WERE NOMINAL FARMS.
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DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS
By AREAS AND MaJorR GRouPs, ALASKA,. 1930
NUMBER OF FARMS - e

0 50 100 150 . 200 .

MATANUSKA VALLEY..oneennnnnnennn | | } V72 182
WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA........ !////ZI/.////,_//////'//; 110

TANANA VALLEY«nennrnensnnennensn & |/!/-////A80

SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA. +«vvevnenss [ ' 17771 68

SEWARD-HOPE.coeeveinnenovunnnne | {/////} ho
ANCHORAGE . «ssseunrennneenecnnses | 3 21
KOD 1 AK=ALEUT AN v e vnneuseanends | R 17

i

ALL OTHER.......................,__] 9

3 Crop oR Livestock  gZ774 NoMmiNAL GRAZ ING XX FUR

UNPUBL I SHED DATA FROM THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS, IN ADDITION,. 8 GRAZING OPERATIONS ARE
INCLUDED WHICH DID NOT MEET THE CENSUS DEFINITION FOR FARMS

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NeGc. 54(10)-546 AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

FiGure 2. CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS ARE CONCENTRATED IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY. GRAZING
OPERATIONS ARE LOCATED ENTIRELY IN THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA, AND MOST FUR FARMS ARE
IN THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AREA. NOMINAL FARMS ARE HEAVILY CONCENTRATED IN THE TWO
AREAS OF THE KENA1 PENINSULA AND THE TANANA VaLLEY AREA. NOMINAL FARMS ARE HEAVILY
CONCENTRATED IN THE TWO AREAS OF THE KENAI PENINSULA AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREA.
THESE ARE AREAS IN WHICH RECENT SETLEMENT HAS TAKEN PLACE.
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CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS

LAND UstE CHARACTERISTICS i , ; |
CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS IN ALASKA ARE FOUND IN FOUR PRINCIPAL CONCENTRAT IONS.
THESE ARE IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA, THE TANANA VALLEY AREA, THE SOUTHEASTERN
ALASKA AREA,AND THE Two AREAS  ON: THE KENAI PENINSULA. HALF OF ‘aLL 332 CROP OR . :
LIVESTOCK FARMS thE IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, AND EACH OF THE OTHER THREE CONCEN=~,
TRAT IONS ACCOUNTEb FOR. APPROXIMATELY A SEVENTH OF ALL SucH FaRMS (TasLE 19). More |
THAN HALF OF THE FARMLAND'\ 'CROP: OR LIVESTOCK FARMS WAS IN. THE' MATANUSKA VALLEY.
ABOUT A FIFTH WAS' IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA. FARMS OF SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AND

THE KENAI PENINSULA CONTAINED CONSIDERABLY LESS FARMLAND THAN THESE OTHER TWO AREAS.

;

THE 332 cRroP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS HAD: 49y524 AGRES OF. FARMLAND. OF TH1s, 10,923
ACRES (ABOUT A FIFTH) WERE REPORTED AS CROPLAND 28,798 acRrEs (APPROXIMATELY HALF)
AS WOODLAND, AND THE REMAINING 10,403 AcRES AS LAND OTHER THAN CROPLAND OR WOOD-
LAND (TABLE 19) s ToTaL CROPLAND CONSISTED OF 6,382 ACRES OF HARVESTED CROPLAND,
2,312 ACRES OF CROPLAND PASTURED, 2,053 ACRES OF IDLE LAND, AND 176 ACRES PLANTED
TO CROPS THAT HAD FAILED. MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS OF THE HARVESTED CROPLAND WAS'
REPORTED IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AND ABOUT A SIXTH WAS IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA.
HALF OF THE 2,053 ACRES OF .IDLE CROPLAND WAS FOUND IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY, AND

A FOURTH WAS IN THE TaNANA VALLEY AREA. TOTAL PASTURED ACREAGE AMOUNTED TO

12,574 acres. THIS waS ABOUT A FOURTH OF ALL LAND IN CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS.
MORE THAN THREE-FOURTHS OF ALL WOODLAND (N FARMS AND TWO-THIRDS OF ALL LAND OTHER
THAN CROPLAND AND‘WOQDLAND WAS NOT PASTUREL.

ey

VALQE oF FARM PrRoDUCTS SoLD anND TYPES oF FARMS

THE VALUE oF FARM PRODUCTS- SOLD BY CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS IN 1949 s AN INDLCA-:
TION OF COMMERCIAL FARMING ACTIVITY IN.ALASKA. TOTAL VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD
FROM THE 332 CROP! OR LIVESTOCK FARMS wAS $1,505,130. THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA
ACCOUNTED FOR .ABOUT HALF OF ALL SALES, THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AREA HAD A FIFTH,
AND THE TANANA VALLEY AREA SLIGHTLY MORE THAN A SEVENTH (taBLE 20) AVERAGE
VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD PER FARM IN THE THREE AREAS WAS $4,353 FOR THE MATA=
NUSKA VALLEY, $6,846 rOR THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA AReA, AND $5,101 FOR THE TANANA
VALLEY AREA. OF THE 40 raRMS FOR wHicH$10,000 or MORE SALES OF FARM PRODUCTS
EACH WERE REPORTED, 33IWERE IN THESE THREE AREAS. .FOR ONLY 31 OF THE 72 FARMS
IN OTHER AREAS, OF ALASKA WERE SALES OF FARM PRODUCTS AMOUNTING To $1,200 0R MoORE
REPORTED. - AMONG ALL CROP AND LIVESTOCK FARMS, 28 OPERATORS HAD SALES OF LESS
THAN $250 EACH, AND 24 OTHERS REPORTED NO FARM PRODUCTS SOLD IN 1949.

OFF-FARM WORK BY FARM OFPERATORS IS OF [S1GIIFICANCE IN AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

IN ALASKA, SUCH ACTIVITIES ARE NOT CONFINED TO FARMS WITH LOW VALUES OF FARM
PRODUCTS SOLD. OF ALL. 332 CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARM OPERATORS, 130 WORKED AWAY FROM
THEIR FARMS 100 OR MORE DAYS A YEAR, AMONG THESE 130, 16 REPORTED SALES OF FARM
PRODUCT RANGING FROM $5,000 70 $24,999, AND 44 HAD FARM SALES RANGING FRoM $1,200
To $4,999. ANOTHER 42 REPORTED SALES OF FRoM $250 To $1,199 (Tasie 21). In :
ADDITION TOo THE 130 OPERATORS, 49 OPERATORS WORKED OFF THEIR- FARMS BETWEEN 1 i
AND 99 DAYS. OF THESE 49 OPERATORS, 5 HAD SALES OF FARM PRODUCTS RANGING BETWEEN
$10,000 ano  $24,999. . THE AMOUNT OF OFF-FARM WORK OR PART-TIME ACTIVITY IS

GREATER FOR OPERATORS WHO - REPORTED LOWER VALUES OF FARM PRODUCTS soLD (TasLE 21).

A FIFTH OF THE OPERATORS ‘WiTH SALES RANGING FROM $17, 500 To $24,999 WORKED AWAY
FROM THEIR FARMS FOR PART or THE YEAR. THIS COMPARES WITH A THIRD OF THE OPERATORS
HAVING SALES ofF $5,000 To $9 999, THREE-FIFTHS OF THOSE REPORTING SALES BETWEEN
$1,200 anD $2,499, AND FOUR-FIFTHS OF THOSE WITH SALES BETWEEN $1 AND $249
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TYPES OF CROP OR:LIVESTOCK FARMS lﬁ/ REPORTING SALES OF FARM PRODUCTS oF $1,200:
OR MORE ARE SHOWN. {N TABLE: 22, CLASSIFIED BY VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS S0LD. ALSO,
THE INCIDENCE OF.OFF-FARM WORK BY OPERATORS OF THESE VARIOUS FARM TYPES IS GILVEN.
THE ONLY FARMS REPO?TING $25,000 or MORE IN SALES WERE DAIRY FARMS. OF THE 56 |
DAIRY FARMS, 50 HAD|SALES! OF FARM PPODUCTS -AMOUNT ING TO $5,000 oR MORE. SEVEN
DAIRY OPERATORS WORKED AWAY FROM THEIR. FARM FOR 100 OR MORE DAYS A YEAR, AND 4
OTHERS FOR 1 TO 99 DAYs.f :
SECOND IN 'tMPORTANCE 1IN JERMS OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD WAS POTATO FARMING. THE
LARGEST PROPORTION OF 57 'POTATO FARMERS ‘REPORTED FARM SALES OF BETWEEN $1,200

AND $9,999. MorE THAN HALF OF THE 57 POTATO FARMERS™ WORKED AWAY FRDM THEIR FARMS
FOR PART OF THE YEAR, 22 ‘WORKED OFF THEIR FARMS FOR 100 OR MORE DAYS A YEAR.
TWENTY-FOUR VEGETABLE OR (POTATO-VEGETABLE FARMERS REPORTED FARM PRODUCT SALES
RANGING FROM $1, 200 To $9 99¢. ABou1 A THIRD OF THESE OPERATORS WORKED OFF THEIR
FARMS FOR A PART.OF THE YEAR... POULTRY MWAS THE MAJOR ENTERPRISE ON 42 oF THE 332
CROP OR LIYESTOCK FARMS, ALMOST THREE-FIFTHS OF THE POULTRY FARM OPERATORS WORKED
AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS A PART OF THE 'YEAR, AND MOST OF THEM WERE AWAY FOR 100 oR:
MORE DAYS. THE FEW HOG-FARM OPERATORS ,IN ALASKA (MAINLY GARBAGE FEEDERS) REPORTED
A RELATIVELY HIGH VALUE OF SALES. OSALES FROM BEEF OR OTHER LIVESTOCK FARMS OTHER
THAN GRAZING OPERATIONS RANGED FROM $71,200 To $2,499. OPERATORS OF GENERAL FARMS
REPORTED SALES OF $1 200 1o $17,499.

THE INCIDENCE or OFF-FARM WORK BY OPERATORS OF DAtRY, POTATO, OR POULTRY FARMS

IS PRESENTED BY VALUE OF SALES CLASSIFICATION (TABLE 23). FARM PRODUCTS SOLD FROM
FARMS HAVING THESE MAJOR ENTERPRISES WHRE THE HIGHEST iN DOLLAR VALUE OF ALL FARM
ENTERPRISES !N ALASKAaj; TOTAL SALES éY THESE THREE GROUPS ACCOUNTED FOR FOUR-FIFTHS
OF ALL FARM PRODUCTS SOLD FROM CROP'OR'LIVESTOCK FARMS. ALMOST HALF OF ALL CROP
OR LIVESTOCK FARMS WERE ONE OF THESE THREE TYPES. EXAMINATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP
OF VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD TO INCJéENcs OF OFF-FARM WORK SHOWS THAT THE LOWER
THE VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD THE.LARGER THE NUMBER OF OPERATORS WHO WORK OFFf-
FARM. THE INCIDENCE OF OFF-FARM WORK ON DAIRY FARMS IS RELATIVELY LOW COMPARED

TO THE INCIDENCE ON POTATO AND POULTRY K FARMS.

a‘ s

Da 1RY FARMS. ACCOUNTED FOR 49 PERCENT OF THE SALES, POTATO FARMS FOR s PERCENT,
POULTRY anmsﬁqu 14 PERCENT, AND VEG:TABLE FARMS FOR 8 PERCENT (TABLE 24).

TWO-THIRDS OF ALL DAIRY FARMS, THREE-FOURTHS OF ALL POTATO FARMS, AND TWO FIFTHS
OF ALL PopLjRY FARMS IN ALASKA WERE IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA. AMONG:, THE 170
CROP OR LAVESTOCK FARMS iN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY WERE 44 POTATO FARMS, 35 DAIRY
FARMS, AND 17 POULTRY FARMS. DAIRY FARMS ACCOUNTED FOR ALMOST HALF OF THE SALES
OF FARM PRODUCTS, POTATO [FARMS FOR ABOUT A FOURTH, AND POULTRY OPERATIONET?OR
ABOUT A TENTH. MoRE THAN TWO=F IFTHS OF THE FARM OPERATORS IN THE AREA WORKED
AWAY FRo@ HEIR FARMS FOR 100 DAYS OR MORE A YEAR, AND ANOTHER TENTH WORKED OFF
THEIR FARMS FOR A SMALLER PART OF THE YEAR. {NCLUDED IN THE 43 PERCENT OF ALL 170
OPERATORS: IN THE AREA WHO WORKED OFF THEIR FARMS MORE THAN 100 DAYS A YEAR WERE
11 PERCENT OF-THE DAIRY OPERATORS, 45 PERCENT OF THE POTATO PRODUCERS, AND 65
PERCENT OF THE POULTRY RAUSERS. MOST OF vHE FARMS, INCLUDING ALL DA(RY FARMS,
WERE NEAR PA'MER. IN THE WESTERN. PART OF THE AREA, 22 CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS
WERE IN THE: LOCﬁLtTY 9F WASItLA. ONLY 6 FARMERS AROUND WASILLA, MOST OF WHOM
GREW POTATOES) HAD FARM PRODUCT SALES oF $1,200 oR MORE. NO FARMERS THERE RE-
PORTED SALES or _MORE THAN $9,000.. THE LOW VALUE OF SALES REFLECTS THE RELATIVELY
RECENT ESTABUISHMENT OF PRESENT FARM I NG UNITS IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE AREA.
ELEVEN UNPATENTEDHOMESTEAD TRACTS, 8 OF WHICH WERE IN THE WASILLA LOCALITY, WERE
OPERATED AS FARMS [N THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AREA IN 1950.

14/ AMONG -THESE, FARM TYPES ARE SEVERAL FARMS THAT WOULD ORDINARILY BE CONSIDERED
ABNORMAL FARMS. BUT IN TERMS OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD TO THE MARKET, THESE ARE AS

IMPORTANT AS OTHER FARMS REPORTING FARMS PRODUCTS SOLD.
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IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA, THE 46 OPERATORS OF CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS REPORTED
$234,665 oF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD IN’ 1949 THIS WAS ABOUT A SEVENTH OF ALL SALES BY
CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS IN ALASKA. FARM PRODUCTS SOLD FROM DAIRY FARMS ACCOUNTED FOR
TWO- THIRDS OF THE AREA SALES.' THOSE SOLD FROM POTATO AND VEGETABLE FARMS MADE UP
ABOUT A FIFTH OF THE 'SALES. POULTRY FARM SALES REPRESENTED ALMOST A TWELFTH OF ALL
SALES. THE FARMS OF THE AREA INCLUDED 13 POTATO OR VEGETABLE FARMS, 5 POULTRY FARMS,
3 FARMS HAVING DAIRYING AS THE MAJOR ENTERPRISE, SEVERAL HOG FARMS, AND 22 OTHER
CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS. HALF OF THE FARM OPERATORS WORKED ON THEIR FARMS FULL TIME&
MOST OF THE OTHERS WORKED AWAY AT LEAST 100 DAYS A YEAR. ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF THE
OPERATORS OF POTATO, VEGETABLE, OR POULTRY FARMS WORKED ON THEIR FARMS FULL TIME.

ALL BUT 12 oF THE 46 CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA WERE LOCATED
WITHIN 16 MILES oF FA1RBANKS.' THESE FARMS INCLUDED ALL DAIRY FARMS, ALL POTATO FARMS,
AND ALL VEGETABLE FARMS, COMBINED SALES OF WHICH ACCOUNTED FOR MORE. THAN FOUR=FIFTHS
OF THE TOTAL VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD IN THE AREA DURING 1949. THE REMAINING 12
FARMS WERE LOCATED ALONG THE RICHARDSON HiIGHWAY BETWEEN MiLE 23 AND MiLE 70. MosT of
THEM WERE NEWLY ESTABLISHED UNITS, AND HALF WERE UNPATENTED HOMESTEADS. [NCLUDED AMONG
THESE FARMS WERE THREE POULTRY FARMS AND SEVERAL OTHER POTATO-VEGETABLE OR GENERAL -
FARMS. NONE OF THE OPERATORS OF THE 12 FARMS REPORTED MORE THAN $4,000 saLeEs N 1949
ONLY 5 REPORTED MORE THAN $1,000' SALES, AND A FEW HAD NO SALES. Two- ~THIRDS OF THE
OPERATORS ALONG THE R1CHARDSON HIGHWAY WORKED AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS FOR A PART OF THE
YEAR. HALF OF THEM WERE AWAY FOR 100 OR MORE DAYS.

THE 44 CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS ON THE KENAI PENINSULA INCLUDED A SMALL NUMBER OF

DAIRY, PRULTRY, OR OTHER LIVESTOCK FARMS. MANY OF THE REMAINING CROP OR LIVESTOCK

FARMS NOT:CLASSIFIED BY TYPE HAD A FEW CATTLE OR POULTRY'AS THE PRICIPAL AGRICULTURAL
ENTERPRISEs THE VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD BY DAIRY FARM OPERATORS ACCOUNTED FOR
ALMOST TWO-THIRDS OF THE $79,734 FARM PRODUCT SOLD FROM THE -WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA

AND THE SEWARD-HOPE AREAS IN 1949. POULTRY FARMERS REPORTED ANOTHER TENTH OF THE

TQTAL FARM SALES. OF ALL 44 OPERATORS, SLIGHTLY MORE THAN A THIRD WORKED AWAY FROM. . "
THE4R FARMS FOR 100 OR MORE DAYS. ALMOST ANOTHER THIRD WORKED OFF THEIR FARMS. BETWEEN
T AND 99 DAYS. IN THE VICINITY OoF HOMER WERE 13 FARMS., ‘THESE INCLUDED 3 DAIRY FARMS
AND SEVERAL POULTRY AND"BEEF CATTLE ORERATIONS. BETWEEN NINILCHIK AND KENA! WERE 14
FARMS. THEY INCLUDED A.FEW. POULTRY FARMS AND SEVERAL GENERAL FARMING OPERATIONS.

IN THE SEWARD-HOPE AREA, 13 FARMS WERE LOCATED AROUND SEWARD. SEVERAL WERE FOUND
AROUND COOPERS LANDING NEAR THE NORTHWESTERN END OF KENAI LAKE, AND 4 OTHERS, INCLUDING
SEVERAL POULTRY FARMS, WERE NEAR HOPE. ABOUT A FOURTH OF THE FARMS ON THE KENA1I
PENINSULA WERE UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD TRACTS. A THIRD OF THESE WERE NEAR HOMER. ANOTHER
THIRD WERE FARTHER NORTH ON THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE PENINSULA IN THE GENERAL VICINITY
OF KENAL'AND KASILOF. :

IN THE SOUTHEASTERN ALAsxA AREA, 44 CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMERS REPORTED $301,214 woRTH
OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLOD«IN:i#9493:- THIS WAS SECOND ONLY."TO SALES IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY
AREA. TWELVE OF THET44.wERE.DA|RY FARMS AND 11 WERE.PRIMARILY POULTRY OPERATONS. '
ALMOST TWO-THIRDS OF ALL FARM PRODUCTS SOLD IN THE AREA WERE REPORTED BY DAIRY OPERA-
TORS. ABOUT A FOURTH OF THE SALES WERE FROM POULTRY ENTERPRISES. IN ADDITION TO
THESE IMPORTANT TYPES OF FARMS; 4 VEGETABLE FARMERS REPORTED $28,770 VALUE OF FARM
PROOUCTS soLD IN 1949. OPERATORS oF 10 FARMS IN THE AREA, INCLUDING 7 DAIRY FARMS,
EACH REPORTED FARM SALES of $10,000 To MorRe THAN $25,000 in 1949. AMONG THE 44
OPERATORS:OF THE AREA, 11 WORKEDAWAY FROM THEIR FARMS FOR.100 OR MORE DAYS A YEAR,
AND: '8 OTHERS WORKED AWAY BETWEEN:1 AND 99 DAYS. MOST DAIRY:FARMERS OPERATED THEIR
FARMS FULL TIME. FOURTEEN OF THE FARMS IN THE AREA, INCEUDING 5 DALRY AND 3 POULTRY
FARMS, WERE WITHIN 16 MILES OF JUNEAU. SEVEN OF THE FARMS WERE NEAR KETCHIKAN, AND

5 WERE NEAR WRANGELL. A FEW WERE AROUND PETERSBURG, SITKA, AND HAINES. AMONG THE 44
CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA, 6 UNPATENTED HOMESTEAD TRACTS WERE
REPORTED AS FARMS OR PARTS OF FARMS.
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IN 1950 MOST CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS IN THE KODIAK-ALEUTIAN AREA, OTHER THAN GRAZING.

OPERATIONS, WERE PRIMARILY SMALL L1VESTOCK OPERATIONS, ALL OF THESE, FARMS WERE L0-~'g
CATED NEAR THE TOWN OF KODIAK, SEVERAL WERE UNPAIENTED HOMESTEADS . ABOUT THREE= ..r... .
FIFTHS OF TRE' $21 550 SALES OF FARM PRODUCTS FROM CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS WERE REPOR-
TED BY oPé
IN THE, ARQ 

‘TORS WHOSE MAJOR ENTERPRISE WAS POQULTRY RAISING. . HALF. OF THE.OPERATORS.
WORKED AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS FOR ]OO OR MORE DAYS A YEAR.

l
,

THE FEW CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS IN THE ANCHORAGE AREA INCLUDED SEVERAL HOG FARMS

UTILIZING GARBAGE FROM LOCAL MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. A FEW POULTRY FARMS WERE INCLU—;

DED AS WERE 4 POTATO OR VEGETABLE FARMS. OF THE $99,352 SALES REPORTED BY OPERATORS
OF THE AREA IN 1949, SALES FROM HOG FARMS ACCOUNTED FOR ABOUT A THIRD. SALES FROM
POTATO, FARMS ACCOUNTED FOR SLIGHTLY LESS THAN A THIRD, AND THOSE FROM VEGETABLE. AND
POULTRY FARMS FOR ABOUT A SEVENTH EACH. TwO-THIRDS OF -THE OPERATORS IN THE ANCHORAGE
AREA WORKED AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS FOR A PART OF THE YEAR. HALF OF THE OPERATORS
WORKED AWAY FOR 100 OR MORE DAYS A YEAR.

EiGHT WIDELY SCATTERED CROP OR LIVESTOCK FARMS ,WERE LOCATED IN THE "ALL OTHER" AREA

IN 1950.
PRISES.

THESE INCLUDED DAIRYING, POTATO, AND.VEGETABLE PRODUCTION AS MAJOR ENTER-
ABOUT HALF OF THE $28,655 SALES oF FARM PRODUCTS REPORTED FOR THE AREA WAS

ACCOUNTED FOR BY SALES FROM FARMS HAVING VEGETABLE ENTERPRISES. MOST OPERATORS OF

FARMS IN

THE ”ALL OTHER" AREA REPORTED NO. OFF-FARM WORK.

GRAZ ING OPERATIONS

THE LARGE.AND. PREDOMINATELY PASTURED ACREAGES OF A SMALL NUMBER OF GRAZING OPERATIONS
IN THE :-KoD1AK-ALEUTIAN AREA MAKE UP A DISTINCT SEGMENT OF ALASKAN AGRICULTURE)
AMONG THE FARMS REPORTED.B8Y THE 1950 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE WERE THREE SUEH OPERATIONS
WITH A TOTAL oF 353;000 acres (TaBLE 18). IN 1950, OPERATORS OF THESE LARGE FARMS

REPORTED
THEY..p4D
ON THESE
WOODLAND
PROVIDES

AS FARMLAND ONLY THE ACREAGE WHICH HAD VALUE FOR GRAZING (OR CROPLAND),f
NOT iNCLUDE LARGE AREAS INCLUDED UNDER LEASE WHICH HAD NO GRAZING VALUE. 15/

THREE GRAZING ' OPERATI{ONS, ALL BUT 30 ACRES 0OF CROPLAND WERE REPORTED AS NON=-

PASTURE. UNPUBLISHED DATA FROM THE ALASKA AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION:.
INFORMATION ON 8 OTHER LARGE LINESTOCK OPERATIONS IN THE AREA HAVING AN

ESTIMATED 135,788 AcreEs. 16/ BECAUSE GRAZING LEASES WERE NOT IN EFFECT FOR MOST.OF:/

THIS ACREAGE:’THE ESTIMATED ACREAGE 187ASSUMED TO BE GRAZING LAND USED IN THE 8

OPERATIFONS .~ .. - ; ¥ ) i S AP

THUS,: THERE"WERE 488,758 ACRES OF GRAZING LAND IN THESE 11 GRAZING OPERATIONS IN THE

KoD 1 AK-ALEUT.IAN .AREA. THREE OF THE OPERATIONS HAD SHEEP AS THE MAJOR ENTERPRISE.

THE OTHERS WERE BEEF CATTLE OPERATIONS. APPROXIMATELY 6,500 sHeep anD 1,700 HEAD

OF CATTLE WERE LOCATED ON THE 11 GRAZING OPERATIONS., SIX OF THE GRAZING OPERATIONS
WERE ON KODIAK;OR.ADJACENT iSLANDS. -THE OTHERS WERE ON ISLANDS SCATTERED SOUTHWEST=- .
WARD ALONG “THETALEUTTAN CHAIN. ALL ACREAGE. {N THESE OPERATIONS WAS PUBLIC LAND,
EITHER HELDHUNDER-EEASE OR USED W!THOUT FORMAL LEASING ARRANGEMENT. '

LT

15/ THE CENSUS "LAND, IN”FARMS" DEFINITION S GIVEN IN THE APPENDIX.

16/ Mosr or Tus ACREAGE IN'THESE OPERATIONS WAS UTILIZED BY OPERATORS WHO HAD NO
FORMAL LEASING AGREEMENT WITH THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT OF 'THE DEPARTMENT OF

INTERIOR

.BY CENSUS DEFINITION. OF FARMLAND, SUCH ACREAGE WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM THE

ENUMERATLON AS WOULD BE LIVESTOCK NUMBERS GRAZING ON THAT ACREAGE.
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FUR FARMS

THE 1950 Census OF AGRICULTURE REPORTED 11 FARMS HAVING FUR ANIMALS AS THE. MAJOR
ENTERPRISE WHICH SOLD FARM PRODUCTS TO THE VALUE ofF $150 orR MoRE IN 1949 (TaBLE 18).
FUR FARMING IN ALASKA DECLINED CONSIDERABLY BETWEEN 1939 ano 1950. THe 1939 Census
REPORTED FOR THAT YEAR 164 FUR FARMS CONTAINING MORE THAN A MILLION ACRES OF FARMLAND
(taBLE 17). ALTHouGH IN 1950 FUR FARMS WERE RELATIVELY FEW, THESE FEW HAVE DISTINGTIVE
CHARACTERISTICS (N COMMON. FOR THAT REASON THEY WERE SEPARATED FROM OTHER FARMS.

IN 1950 NEARLY ALL FUR FARMS WERE IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA. PRACTICALLY NONE OF THE

530 ACRES IN FUR FARMS WAS USED FOR CROPLAND OR PASTURE.
MINK WAS THE PRINCIPAL FUR ANIMAL RAISED. SALES OF LIVE MINK OR PELTS ACCOUNTED FOR
THE $36,749 VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD BY OPERATORS OF FUR FARMS IN 1949, FivE sucH
OPERATORS REPORTED SALES RANGING BETWEEN $2,500 anD $17,499. THREE OTHERS HAD SALES

oF rroM $1,200 To $2,499 eacH. THE 11 FUR FARMERS RA1SED 4,085 MiNk, 75 Foxes, AnD 10
OTHER FUR-BEARING ANIMALS IN 1949, ON FARMS OTHER THAN FUR FARMS, 411 MINK, 36 FOXES,
AND 160 OTHER FUR-BEARING ANIMALS WERE RAISED IN 1949. FUR ANIMALS OTHER THAN MINK

AND FOXES RAISED WERE MARTIN, RABBITS, AND CHINCHILLAS. ONLY 4 OPERATORS REPORTED OFF=-
FARM WORK. THESE OPERATORS WORKED AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS LESS THAN 100 DAYS A YEAR.

NOMINAL FARMS

In 1950, 179 FARMERS REPORTED LESS THAN 2 ACRES OF HARVESTED CROPLAND THE PREVIOUS
YEAR AND LESS THAN $150 VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD. THESE FARMS ARE DESIGNATED AS
NOMINAL FARMS. WOODLAND AND OTHER LAND NOT USED FOR CROPLAND OR PASTURE ACCOUNTED FOR
NINE-TENTHS OoF THE 18,745 ACRES IN NOMINAL FARMS., OF THE 1,424 ACRES OF CROPLAND
REPORTED, 1,183 ACRES WERE IDLE, 71 ACRES HAD BEEN PLANTED TO CROPS THAT HAD FAILED,
135 ACRES WERE PASTURED AND 35 ACRES WERE HARVESTED (TABLE 25). LIVESTOCK REPORTED

ON NOMINAL FARMS WERE 33 HEAD OF CATTLE onN 10 FARMS, 336 CHICKENS OR OTHER POULTRY

ON 16 FARMS, AND 126 FUR-BEARING ANIMALS ON' 7 FARMS. ONLY 19 OF THE 179 NOMINAL FARMS
SOLD FARM PRODUCTS 1IN 1949. TOTAL VALUE OF PRODUCTS soLD was $1,007 (vasLe 26).

THREE-F IFTHS OF THE OPERATORS OF THESE NOMINAL FARMS WORKED AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS 100
DAYS OR MORE A YEAR. ! ANDTHER FIFTH WORKED AWAY BETWEEN 1 AND 99 DAYS. EIGHTY-NINE

OF THE NOMINAL FARMS WERE BEGUN BY THE PRESENT OPERATORS IN 1949 or 1950, AND 40 weRE
STARTED IN 1947 orR 1948. NEARLY HALF OF THE RECENTLY ESTABLISHED FARMS WERE UNPATENED
HOMESTEADS.

NOMINAL FARMS WERE CONCENTRATED MAINLY ON THE KENAI PENINSULA AND NEAR FAIRBANKS.

THE KENAI PENINSULA ACCOUNTED FOR 111 OR TWO-THIRDS OF ALL NOMINAL FARMS. OF THESE»

82 WERE IN THE ‘WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREA AND 29 WERE IN THE SEwaRD-HoPE AREA.

AMONG THE NOMINAL FARMS IN THE WESTERN KENA! PeninsuLA AReA, 35 weREe UNPATENTED HOME -
STEADS. OF THE OPERATORS, 56 HAD SETTLED ON THEIR PRESENT FARMS IN 1949 or 1950. TweNnTY-
FOUR NOMINAL FARMS IN THIS AREA REPORTED iDENTICAL ACREAGES OF LAND CLEARED SINCE 1945,
TOTAL CROPLAND, AND IDLE CROPLAND. [INCLUDING THESE 24, ALL CROPLAND WAS REPORTED AS

IDLE ON 42 FARMS. ONLY 54 OPERATORS OF NOMINAL FARMS REPORTED CROPLAND. MOST OF THE
NOMINAL FARMS IN THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREA WERE IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THE AREA
NEAR KENAI AND KASILOF. A LARGE PROPORTION OF OPERATORS IN THE WESTERN KENA1 PENINSULA
AREA HAD RECENTLY ESTABLISHED THEIR PRESENT FARMS. BUT IN THE SEWARD-HOPE AREA OPERATORS
OF NOMINAL FARMS AS A RULE HAD LONGER TENURE ON THEIR FARMS. [N THIS AREA! THE PRO-
PORTION OF UNPATENTED HOMESTEADS WAS SMALLER. THE AVERAGE SIZE OF NOMINAL FARMS IN

THE AREA wAS 56 ACRES COMPARED WITH 118 ACRES FOR THE WESTERN KENAI PENINSULA AREA.
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IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA 34 NOMINAL FARMS HAD AN AVERAGE SiZE OF 128 ACRES. OF THESE
NOMINAL FARMS, 24 WERE UNPATENTED HOMESTEADS. ALMOST HALF WERE SETTLED BY THE PRESENT
OPERATOR IN 1949 or 1950. . ANOTHER THIRD WERE BEGUN IN 1947 orR 1948. TWENTY-FIVE OF
THE OPERATORS WORKED AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS AT LEAST 100 DAYS A YEAR. MqST OF THE
NOMINAL FARMS IN THE TANANA VALLEY AREA WERE LOCATED ALONG THE RICHARDSON HIGHWAY

BETWEEN BiG DELTA AND FAIRBANKS. i

IN ADDITION TO THESE CONCENTRATIONS, THERE WERE 34 NOMINAL FARMS IN OTHER AREAS OF
ALaskA. THESE WERE MAINLY IN THE MATANUSKA VALLEY AND SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA OF THE

34, 26 OPERATORS WORKED AWAY FROM THEIR FARMS 100 DAYS OR MORE A YEAR.
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APPENDI X

Terms Useo 17/

A FarRM.--FOR THE 1950 CENSus ofF AGRICULTURE, PLACES OF 3 OR MORE ACRES WERE COUNTED
AS FARMS IF THE VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN 1949 EXCLUSIVE OF HOME:GARDENS,
AMOUNTED TO $150 OR MORE. THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS™.COULD HAVE BEEN :pTHgR,ﬁoR HOME™

USE OR FOR SALES. "PLACES OF LESS"THAN 3 ACRES WERE 'COUNTED AS FARMS ONLY.IFITHE =~ ~7 7~

VALUE OF SALES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN 1949 AMOUNTED To $15070R. MORE. PLACES ~
OPERATED IN 1949 for WH I'CH "THE’ VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL™ PRODUCTS (N T949 WAS"LESS ‘THAN
THESE MINIMA BECAUSE OF CROP FATLURE OR OTHER UNUSUAL 'STTUATION" AND PLACES’ OPERATED
IN 1950 orR 1949 FOR THE FIRST TIME WERE COUNTED AS FARMS '[F NORMALLY THEY" COULD ‘BE
EXPECTED TO PRODUCE THESE MINIMUM QUANTITIES OF FARM PRODUCTS.

ALL THE LAND UNDER THE CONTROL OF ONE PERSON OR PARTNERSHIP WAS INCLUDED. AS ONE
FARM. CONTROL MAY HAVE BEEN THROUGH OWNERSHIP, HOMESTEAD LAW, OR THROUGH LEASE OR
RENTAL ARRANGEMENTS.

THE CENSUS ENUMERATOR WAS NOT GIVEN THE DEFINITION OF A FARM, HE WAS INSTRUCTED

TO OBTAIN AN AGRICULTURE QUESTIONNAI{RE FOR EVERY PLACE THAT THE OPERATOR CONSIDERED

A FARM, FOR EVERY PLACE OF 3 OR MORE ACRES WHETHER OR NOT IT WAS CONSIDERED A FARM,
AND FOR CERTAIN SPECIALIZED OPERATIONS REGARDLESS OF THE S1ZE OF THE PLACE. THE
SPECIALIZED OPERATIONS INCLUDE GREENHOUSES AND HOTHOUSES, PLACES WITH 100 OR MORE
POULTRY OR ON WHICH 300 OR MORE DOZEN EGGS WERE PRODUCED IN 1949, AND PLACES WITH

1O OR MORE FUR-BEARING ANIMALS. THUS, AGRICULTURE QUESTIONNAIRES WERE FILLED FOR

MORE PLACES THAN THOSE THAT QUALIFIED AS FARMS. THE DETERMINATION AS TO WHICH REPORTS
WERE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE TABULATIONS AS REPRESENTING FARMS WAS MADE DURING THE PRO=-
CESSING OF THE QUESTIONNAIRES IN WASHINGTON. THiS PROCEDURE WAS FOLLOWED SO THAT UNI-
FORM CRITERIA COULD BE APPLIED.

ForR THE 1939 AND EARLIER CENSUSES OF AGRICULTURE, THE DEFINITION OF A FARM WAS SOME-
WHAT MORE INCLUSIVE., CENSUS ENUMERATORS WERE PROVIDED WITH THE DEFINITION OF A FARM.
THEY WERE INSTRUCTED TO FILL REPORTS ONLY FOR THOSE PLACES THAT MET THE CRITERIA.
For THE CENSUSES ofF 1929 AnD 1939, FARMS FOR CENSUS PURPOSES INCLUDED PLACES OF 3
OR MORE ACRES ON WHICH THERE WERE AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS AND PLACES OF LESS THAN

3 ACRES WITH AGR!ICULTURAL PRODUCTS FOR HOME USE OR FOR SALE VALUED AT $250 OR MORE.
FOR PLACES OF 3 OR MORE ACRES, NO MINIMUM QUANTITY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION WAS
REQUIRED FOR PURPOSES OF ENUMERATION. FOR PLACES UNDER 3 ACRES ALL AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTS VALUED AT $250 OR MORE MAY HAVE BEEN FOR HOME USE OR FOR SALE. THE ONLY
REPORTS EXCLUDED FROM THE TABULATIONS WERE THOSE TAKEN IN ERROR AND A FEW WITH VERY
LIMITED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, SUCH AS A SMALL HOME GARDEN, A FEW FRUIT TREES,

A VERY SMALL FLOCK OF CHICKENS, OR THE LIKE.

FARM OPERATORS.--A "FARM OPERATOR" 1S A PERSON WHO OPERATES A FARM, EITHER PERFORMING
THE LABOR HIMSELF OR DIRECTLY SUPERVISING IT. HE MAY BE AN OWNER, A HIRED MANAGER,

OR A TENANT. |F HE RENTS LAND TO OTHERS, HE OPERATES ONLY THAT LAND WHICH HE RETAINS.
IN CASE OF A PARTNERSHIP, ONLY ONE MEMBER OF THE PARTNERSHIP WAS INCLUDED AS THE FARM
OPERATOR. THE NUMBER OF FARM OPERATORS IS CONSIDERED THE SAME AS THE NUMBER OF FARMS.

LAND RENTED FROM OTHER.~--LAND USED RENT-FREE WAS TO SE INCLUDED IF THE OPERATOR HAD
SOLE USE OF THE LAND. ALSO, LAND RENTED OR LEASED UNDER OTHER ARRANGEMENTS WAS IN=-
CLUDED. PuUBLIC GRAZING LAND USED WITHOUT RENTAL WAS NOT TO BE INCLUDED.

17/ UniTep STATES BUREAU OF THE CENSUS, 1950 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE. V. 1-PT. 31. 1,
PP, VII=VILI,



- 54 -

LAND IN FARMS.--THE ACREAGE DESIGNATED '"LAND IN FARMS'" INCLUDES CONSIDERABLE AREAS
OF LAND NOT ACTUALLY UNDER CULTIVATION AND SOME LAND NOT USED FOR PASTURE OR GRAZING,
BUT ALL SUCH LAND MUST HAVE BEEN UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE OPERATOR AND CONSIDERED A
PART OF H!S FARM.

IN THE 1939 CENSUS ACREAGES REPORTED FOR SOME FUR FARMS, (AND GRAZING OPERATIONS)
WERE THE TOTAL AREAS OF ISLANDS LEASED FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND ALTHOUGH THESE AREAS
WERE SOMETIMES FAR IN EXCESS .OF THE ACREAGES NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN THE NUMBER OF :FUR
ANIMALS, CATTLE, OR SHEEP REPORTED, IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO DISTRIBUTE THE ACREAGES
BETWEEN LAND ACTUALLY USED AND LAND NOT USED. THEREFORE, LAND (N FARMS REPORTED FOR
1939 FAR EXCEEDS THAT REPORTED FOR 1950, ;
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