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Dr. Andrea Cucina 
Professor of Anthropology 
Facultad de Cienias Antropológicas 
Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán 
MEXICO 

Residential Mobility, Place of Origin, 
Causes and Identity in the Northern 
Maya Lowlands in Prehistoric Times  

This presentation focuses on residential mobility, through 
isotope analyses, in Prehispanic Maya populations in the 
Northern Maya lowlands during Classic and Postclassic 
times. Results from nine human collections indicate that, on 
average, nearly 20% of people may be considered non-local. 
Though potential places of origins are variable, most were 
born within the Northern or Central Lowlands; only a few 
originated from outside of the Lowlands. Migration to the 
coast largely occurred from inland places, for few coastal 
dwellers appear to have moved to inland centers. The fact 
that non-locals were almost equally distributed by sex, and 
included infants and children indicate that residential 
mobility was not only related to trading activities, but that a 
much wider range of reasons served as push factors. Indeed, 
mortuary contexts suggest non-locals may have been 
considered community members rather than “outsiders.” 
Funded by CONACYT grant 2017A1-S-10037. 
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