THE ENGIGSTCIAK SITE ON THE
YUKON ARCTIC COAST

RicHARD S. MACNEISH

This paper is but a preliminary progress report on the activities
of the National Museum of Canada in the northernmost Yukon.
Excavation of one of the key sites will be continued in the summer
of 1956 and more data should be forthcoming. Thus this report is in
no way final. Much of the data is imcomplete and any conclusions
that I may draw are necessarily tentative.

I shall not endeavour to give full descriptions of the artifact types
but merely mention them and refer to their illustrati the plates.
The few comparisons that I shall make with other ill, for the
most part, be speculative and their purpose rath ne archaeo-
logical problems than arrive at any final con
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This sitejjcalled Engigstciak, was originally found in the fall of

19541 and the first excavations took place during July and August of
1955. It is located on a small erosional remnant at the foot of the
British Mountains on the Arctic coast about 16 miles from the Arctic
Ocean. (See Fig. 1). This mesa is along the east side of the Firth River
about half a mile north of where the narrow steep canyon of the Firth
gives way to the relatively wide valley that becomes the Firth River
delta. For the most part the land to the north of the site is rolling and
pitted with numerous small lakes and areas of muskeg. This territory
is covered with tundra flora. North of the site there are only two side

—— 100 Feet distance

1I would like to thank Alex and Frank Stefansson who were guides
and pilots during the original survey and Old Roland who led me to
Engigstciak in 1954. During the 1955 expedition I was indebted to
Mabel Steffansson, Georgina Steffansson, Frank Stefansson, Willy
Stefansson, Sandy Stefansson, Alex Stefansson, Hugh Smith, Elijah
Allen, and Jalil Jawad, who assisted in the excavations.
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streams into the Firth. They have deep valleys and willows on their
bottoms and along their sides. South of the site, upstream, the valley
of the Firth River becomes narrower and steeper and the third steep
canyon entering the Firth to the south sees the northern limit of trees.
Here there are large stands of poplar and pine as well as willow, though
for the most part the valleys are grassland or have a tundra-like flora.
Because of this occurrence of trees only ten miles south of the site and
the widening of the valley right at the site, there are to be found on
the river flats large quantities of driftwood which enhance this location
as a camp spot. The fauna of the region varies seasonally. Black bear,
Alaskan brown bear, wolves, mountain sheep, and some caribou occupy
this region the year round. In both the fall and spring there are large
numbers of ducks and geese as well as ptarmigan. Early in the spring
the salmon move down the Firth to the ocean and n in the fall.
The site is at one of the most convenient spots for t@p nets in the
Firth as to the south the canyon is too steep a \‘ er too deep,
while just to the north the many channels of h give the fish
a variety of routes to move up or down rive e major animal
movement during the late summer and ear g is by the caribou.
Both in moving down to the coast andgmi ing from the coastal
plain back into the mountains exten ive@s made of the Firth River
valley. The site is situated just b anyon at one of the best
caribou crossings of that river wWh
feet high and just a few hundred

observation post for anyone logking
and the Arctic Ocean. {
The erosional re 11 plateau on which the site is located
is about a mile long an@h3 mile wide, most of its top surface being
200 ft. above the Firth River though the pinnacle at its eastern extremity
rises to 400 feet abd¥e the Firth. Excavation and testing of this site has
revealed that o outhwest portion of the plateau was occupied
extensively, thpation area encompassed being about 1200 feet
by 600 feet. portion of the mesa has the advantage of being on
the sout of the plateau so that the inhabitants were partially
protected m the icy blasts off the Arctic Ocean, and furthermore,

their camps ®would have been hidden from the eyves of the caribou
which might have traversed the coastal plain to the north.

ds east of the site, is an excellent
or caribou between the mountains

In the beginning of our excavations a series of test pits were sunk
into the site at regular intervals from east to west for a distance of
1200 feet. It soon became apparent that nowhere were there extensive
deep deposits of human refuse but that certain areas had pits and patches
of refuse that evidently reoresented occupations by small groups for
a limited time. In a few areas on the top of the plateau where the
pits were most numerous, different pits contained different artifact
complexes and were intrusive either into another pit or into an area
of refuse belonging to a different cultural complex. These pit areas or
refuse patches vielded the largest amount of artifacts. However, along
the flanks of the plateau the stratigraphy was rather different in that
there were a series of thin lenses of refuse superimposd, one upon the
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other, with intervening culturally sterile layers of loess or clay. In these
areas the cultural stratigraphy was clear-cut but, unfortunately, the
number of artifacts from each of these lenses was usually quite small.

As excavation progressed it became apparent that there were nine
different archaeological complexes that re-occurred in different lenses
or areas, or pits. Unfortunately, nowhere were we able to find all nine
of these complexes, one on top of the other. Nevertheless from the areas
where there were lenses of interdigitating refuse it became possible to
align these archaeological complexes into a tentative sequence which
we hope to further verify in our future excavations. One area in
the southeast portion of the site was particularly enlightening from
a stratigraphic standpoint. Here on the surface and in patches where
the tundra had been removed by wind-action were foun few pieces
of Thule Eskimo materials. In the underlying humu in a pit
intrusive from the humus, called Pit 11, were found e f artifacts
associated with combed pottery that I consider to my Firth
River Combed horizon. One corner of Pit 11 had %ough a portion
of Pit 7 that had an artifact complex associ what I believe
is cordmarked pottery. This complex I consid represent the Firth
River Corded horizon. Both of these pit t into refuse under
the humus which contained still ifact complex, without
pottery. This complex is called t ountain Complex. In the
eastern portion of the excavation refuse overlay sterile loess or
sand. In lenses in this sand a in pit (Pit 7TA) extending down
from the sand were a few speafpoints and artifacts that I consider to
belong to the Flint Creek h The humus, Pit 11, 7 and T7A, the
refuse under 11 and 7 a all overlay a stratum of tightly-knit
dark gray clay. This str ‘ied between six inches and three feet
in thickness and was, preséht over most of the top of this plateau.
Underlying this gra ay was to be found either the basic shales of
i ae of sand interspersed with dark layers of
A few of these dark layers contained bone
, and, in toto, ten very crude artifacts. These ten
e ill-defined British Mountain Complex. It is hoped
that future avations will greatly enlarge as well as define this
evidence of our earliest human occupation. Using the stratigraphy in
this area as a basis, it was possible by comparison to align the other
areas with cultural stratigraphy, as well as the individual pits with
a single cultural complex, into a tentative sequence. The following
chart presents the stratigraphies and the over-all sequence.

As may be seen from the chart, the top three cultural complexes
cannot be aligned in order on the basis of the stratigraphy of this
site though they are above all the earlier six horizons. Fortunately
the artifacts from these three horizons belong to Eskimo complexes
that have been placed in chronological order in excavat.ons in Alaska.2
It is assumed that their sequence is the same along the Firth River.
Perhaps future excavations will find them stratified at this Yukon site.
Of the earlier six horizons only one, the Firth River Dentate-impressed

2H. B. Collins, 1954.
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Complex cannot be aligned on the basis of statigraphy. It has been
placed in its chronological position on the basis of seriation. With the
Dentate-impressed pottery three micro-blades were found. This would
indicate that it is before the Eskimo-like Norton Complex without
micro-blades and after the New Mountain Complex with micro-blades
but without pottery. Whether it is before or after the Grooved Pottery
or Cordmarked Pottery horizons cannot be surely determined, but
since grooved pottery continues into Eskimo hoizons it seems likely
that it is before the Firth River Grooved Paddle horizon. It is hoped
that future excavations will find this complex in stratigraphic relation-
ship to the other horizons.

On the basis of the correlations shown above in the chart and by
comparisons of artifact types, we have been able to definitely establish
nine sequential artifact complexes. Some of these artif; omplexes
are represented by rather poor samples and undo here are
included with them a few artifacts from early 1 hat do not
belong. These occurrences of earlier artifacts in (pj r refuse areas
belonging to later horizons is to be expected o S here there are
numerous occupations by people who were 0% pits and who, of
course, occasionally would dig into earli areas and thereby
include earlier artifacts in occupatiom™ar th their own.

The earliest materials found u gray clay at four different
spots at the site consist of two thin“flake side-scrapers, (See Plate I,

No. 19), two thick flake side-serapersy two large bifacially chipped
nodules with battering along orfé, edge indicating their use as choppers
(See Plate I, No. 20), an arge plano-convex crude scrapers
with retouching along a d@rtion of an edge on the convex side
which I am calling scra es (See Plate I, No. 18). These few
artifacts compose t]&‘iti Mountain Complex and are, of course,

of a very generalize ture. Their position under gray marine clays®
and with a extinct bison! may indicate considerable
antiquity. Un ow more about the content and age of this
horizon it seless to speculate about its cultural relationships.

belonging to this complex were found in Pit 7A above those containing
the British Mountain Complex and in sands which underlay refuse
containing New Mountain artifacts. They also occurred in refuse
underlying Pit 17 which contained comb-marked sherds. Actually 72
artifacts belonging to this complex came from these two areas. More
than half of these were of a general nature and included one crude
chopper, eight thick side-scrapers, ten thin side-scrapers, five spear
tips, four large ovoid blades, two fragments of bone awls, and two
tear-drop shaped points (See Plate I, No. 2). Also occuring was a large
3Dr. F. J. Wagner of the Section of Stratigraphic Palaeontology,
Geological Survey of Canada, Department of Mines and Technical

Surveys, identified the invertebrates in the gray clay as being of
marine origin.

4Identification by A. E. Cameron of the Division of Zoology, National
Muscum of Canada.
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ovoid end-scraper (See Plate I, No. 16), a small chipped disc chopper
(See Plate I, No. 15), a small keeled end-scraper, a spoke shave (See
Plate I, No. 12), and a small turtle-shaped end-scraper. Artifacts such
as the latter group are also rather generalized but do appear with
" seemingly early complexes in the Northwest Territories® and the Great
Plains. However, diagnostic of this horizon are fragments of twelve
Angostura points (See Plate I, No. 3-6), and one Plainview point (See
Plate I, No. 7).7 Two other projectile points are of special interest.
One (See Plate I, No. 1) has the general shape of a short wide Angostura
point but it is made from a prismatic flake that has been retouched on
only one surface like those from the Neolithic of Siberia.® The other
(which was not pieced together when the photog were taken)
is of the same shape but bifacially chipped and it@ute extending
its whole length on one surface. Fourteen crudxl ic blades (See
Plate I, No. 13), two of which have retouching as a fragment of
a polyhedral core (See Plate I, No. 14), nical variety from
which these blades may have been struc d. There is also one
small fragment of a micro-blade that a have been struck from
a tongue-shaped polyhedral core. Per f even greater significance
with these Early Man points ar p1 ce of five burins (See Plate
I, No. 8-11). All of these are ¢ nlike those found with micro-
blades in the interior of the Cana northwest.® Two of there are angle
burins made from a flat flake without trimming (See Plate I, No.9). A
rectangular flat flake with%ial retouching on its shorter ends and
each of the four cormers eived a number of burin blows. (See
Plate I, No. 8). Th wo burins are both flat flakes roughly
half-moon in shape. convex edge of both has crude bifacial

trimming. One these” (See Plate I, No. 10) has an angular blow
struck at its stzai edge to form an angle burin, while the other
(See Platg I, has burin blows struck from opposite directions
on its stra edge and one blow struck along the extremity of each

dges. All these burins are extremely crude and their
e not retouched and the trimming along their edges is poorly
it occurs. Generally speaking, they are relatively thick and
would have made rather wide slots. Burins such as these seem to be
rare or absent in other Arctic sites belonging to the so-called Paleo-
Eskimo cultures but are similar to some of the crude ones found in
interior.10

As yet flint complexes like that of Flint Creek have not been found
in the Arctic. The nearest thing to it seems to be that found in the
Trail Creek cave where Angostura and Plainview points occurred with
micro-blades.!! In the Northwest Territories, the Artillery Lake, 12

5MacNeish, 1951, 1953, 1956. 6Hughes, 1949.
7Suhm, Krieger, and Selks, 1954, pp. 402 and 472.
80kladnikov, 1950. 9MacNeish, 1954.
10Ibid.

HLarsen, personal communication. 12MacNeish, 1951.
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and Great Bear River complexes!3 have Angostura or Angostura-like
points but lack the burins and prismatic blades. The question is, are
all these complexes with similar points related? If they are, does the
Flint Creek Complex with its prismatic blades and burins represent
an ancestral stage which loses its Asiatic traits as the complex moves
south and east? Or does Flint Creek represent a late stage, being the
result of a fusion of a complex with Angostura points that had long
been established in the New World with a complex of tools (crude
burins and blades) that more recently spread to the New World from
Asia?

The next artifact assemblage that appeared at the Firth River
site has been called the New Mountain Complex. This assemblage is
represented by an adequate sample of over 600 artifacts. Particularly
distinctive of this horizon is a large series of small_ bif chipped
bladelettes which often have on their surfaces ripple = ” flaking.
Thirty-eight fragments of these occurred. Most wer -moon shaped
side-blades (See Plate II, No. 27). Also there Iy ry small side-
blades which were lenticular in outline (See Pl I . 4), unifacially
chipped side-blades of roughly the same shap Plate II, No. 29),
and one whole rectangular side blade (S 1 II, No. 28). Beside
these side-blades there were small blades, In what seems to be
the earliest phase of this cultur re re 26 lanceolate-shaped
arrow points with straight or slight oncave bases (See Plate II, No.
5 and 6). These look like diminutive®Angostura points. In four pits
that I consider to be late in this phase there were five contracting-
stemmed points, one narrow-ste
arrow points, three dou arrow points, and one triangular
arrow point (See Plate No. 2). However, beside these smaller
delicately chipped p&iar en bases of Angostura points (See Plate

II, No. 1), and 19 lar rojectile point tips and a single large triangular

point (See Plate I : s
As distinc e small bladelettes are a wide variety of burin

rins belonging to fourteen different varieties
occurred as 42 burin spalls, 12 of which have retouched ends.
Most numero are angle burins with one edge trimmed and both
surfaces will chipped to form a rounded base and a well blunted back
(See Plate II, No. 8-15). Closely related to these small ones are two
relatively large ones that look as though they had been fashioned from
tear-drop shaped projectile points, and one of these has quite a bit of
smoothing on its two surfaces adjacent to where the burin blow had
been struck (Plate II, No. 8). A few of the burins (6) are relatively
crude corner burins (See Plate II, No. 7) with no retouching and are
like those found in the earliest horizon, as are two crude angle burins.

There are also a number of corner burins. Three of these are
roughly rectangular in outline with one edge trimmed (See Plate II,
No. 10) and the other three edges bifacially chipped (See Plate II,
No. 11), and there are two that are chisel burins (See Plate II, No. 19
and 20). In a few cases some of these well-made burins are trimmed

13MacNeish, 1956.
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at two or more corners (See Plate II, No. 9 and 16). However, these
are rare specimens and seem to be but variations on a maior theme.
There are also three lamellar flakes that have had one of their sides
trimmed to form a burin (See Plate II, No. 21). Besides these types
that are dominant, three types of gravers appear in what seems to be
a late part of this horizom and these types become more prevalent at
a later time. The angle burins are characterized by retouching on only
one surface. On three of these the retouching is opposite the trimmed
portion (See Plate II, No. 18), while in one of these the retouching is
adjacent to the trimmed portion. (See Plate III, No. 21). Also appearing
late are three flakes that have pointed retouched ends (See Plate
IV, No. 10). Besides pierc.ng or drilling, these latter tools could also
have been used for engraving and slotting bone. They became more
prevalent in the later horizons and continue to be@ after burins

finally died out.
Numerically one of the dominant charac % of this archaeo-

logical phase are micro-blades (or lamellar and larger crude
prismatic blades. Ninety-one are micro-bl ch are very narrow
and relatively thick with one to five ri n their raised surface
(See Plate II, No. 24). These seem t en made frcm tongue-
shaped polyhedral cores, of whi d three (See Plate II, No.
26). Extremely similar to these es are 13 thinner and wider
ones usually having a single ridg one surface (See Plate II, No.
23). These micro-blades appear to‘have been made from crude conical
polyhedral cores with the lkmg platform at an acute angle to the

CO

fluted sides. Four of h1 occur and all of them appear in pits
of the late phase. Al se same pits were two end-of-the-blade
scrapers made from e prismatic blades. Beside these neatly
made micro- blad S, are larger and cruder blades, 8 of which have
retouching alon ir longer edges (See Plate II, No. 25).

There er of other tools with a variety of functions that

make this distinguishable, such as one bone foreshaft of a
spear ith a clip base and a long groove for a side-blade (See
Plate III, 9), 8 small double-pointed bone fish gorges appeared

(See Plate ¥, No. 33) and there is a thin fragment of bone that may
have been part of a needle. A hollow cut bird-leg bone with polishing
at one end may have been a sucking tube (See Plate IV, No. 22), and
there is a bone pentagonal pendant (See Plate II, No. 31), two bone
rings, and a double-pointed fragment of a long bone, and a pierced
caribou phalanx. There also are three fragments of antler that may
be proximal ends of arrow points, and there is a single slotted distal
end of an arrow foreshaft. Besides these relatively specialized traits
there are many of a more general nature. These include 33 thick
flake side-scrapers, 48 thin flake side-scrapers, three turtle-back scrapers
(Plate II, No. 35-36), two thin scrapers that look like fish scales, one
keeled end-scraper, 14 flat triangular end-scrapers (Plate II, No. 34),
6 rectangular flat end-scrapers (Plate III, No. 11), and a single spoke
shave. Fragments of large bifacially-chipped knife blades are fairly
common as 21 occurred. There are ten points roughly tear-drop shaped
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in outline, along with a single chipped disc chopper, two hoe-like
scrapers, and a single large half-moon shaped side-blade (See Plate
II, No. 37).

In the latest part of this phase, and evidently continuing into the
later phases, is a single chipped adze with truncated outline and with
polishing on its surface perhaps due to use wear (See Plate III, No.
25). There also is a series of bone tools as well as 14 pieces of cut
bone and antler that may very well represent unfinished tools. Thirteen
of the tools are ulna awls, while there are 9 split bone awls, one antler
flaker, one caribou rib that may have been used as a knife, two
well-polished awls with pointed bases (See Plate II, No. 30), a mountain
sheep horn made into some sort of a gouge, and a single small rec-
tangular piece of bone with a single groove running thwise on

each of its surfaces.
Along with these artifacts a vast quantity of e s uncovered
e

in refuse. They are predominately from caribou w teeth and
limb bones occur belonging to buffalo, elk, m o d some variety
of mountain goat that seems to be larger than %\iving in the regions
today.* Since all these animals are not in the region, such
material is significant. It may well indica ightly different climate
and eventually may be brought to, on problems of the dating
of this complex.

Though it perhaps is too on draw any conclusions about
relationships of this horizon ba&upon comparisons of artifact types,
it is obvious that the New Ao in Complex is somehow connected
with those Cape Denbig @: e Denbigh-like horizons.!® It certainly
might well fall within t ,000 to 9,000-year-old range of dates that
have been assigned te#Denbigh. 16 If the division of the New Mountain
horizon into an earlier%and later phase is valid, I can’t help but wonder
if the Cape t Complex and the late phase of the New
Mountain co not related, for besides a host of burin types,
similar es, similar side-blades, and many similar general
traits, the ave in common such diagnostic traits as contracting-
stemmed points, double-pointed points, and triangular points with
concave bases. Also, the remains that Soleckil” and Hackman!® collected
from Anaktuvuk Pass might belong to this horizon. Some of the
remains that Irving found in the Brooks Range!® have only lanceolate-
shaped projectile points as does Early New Mountain. These points
as well as the burin types, micro-blades, side-blades, and other traits
might be connected with the early phase of the New Mountain Complex.
While in the realm of speculation, it seems worth while to consider the
earliest remains found in the eastern Arctic. Sarqaq, the earliest levels
of Disko Bay,2? and other sites in Greenland,?! as well as the earliest

l4Identified by A. E. Cameron, Division of Zoology of the National

Museum of Canada. 15Giddings, 1951.
16Giddings, 1955. 17Solecki, 1951.
18Solecki and Hackman, 1951. 19Irving, 1953.
20Meldgaard, 1952. 21Knuth, 1954.
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remains from Igloolik in the central Arctic,22 and Thyazzi (Manitoba)?23
are very similar to the Cape Denbigh Flint Complex. These have
contracting-stemmed, narrow-stemmed, double-pointed, and a few
triangular points as well as triangular adzes, and thus seem related to
the late phase of the New Mountain Complex. Thus it may well be
that Early New Mountain and Irving’s Brooks Range material are
ancestral to other Arctic micro-tool cultures. All these relationships
are highly hypothetical and must await further research in the Arctic.

Stratigraphically over the New Mountain remains occur the Firth
River Cordmarked horizon. The 119 artifacts for the most part are
very much like those found in the late part of the New Mountain
Complex. With them are 315 pieces of pottery. This pottery has
roughened surfaces that looks very much like cordmarki g and is identi-
cal to those from Cape Denbigh that were considered cordmarked.24
Dr. James Griffin, in studying these sherds, did n hink they had

been struck by a cord-marked paddle but r some sort of a
grooved paddle. Unfortunately none of the sl%ve have at present
allow for clear enough impressions to res question. Associated
with these sherds are ten micro-blades. %moon side-blades (See
Plate III, No. 13-14), both large an y occur as do snub-nosed

scrapers (Plate III, No. 11), and a

f-the-blade scraper (See Plate
III, No. 12). Burins (21) still

and most of them are of the
of their flat surfaces (See Plate

IT1, No. 21 and 22). Projectile poi are much the same as those found
with late Pointed Mountaig remains (See Plate III, No. 1-10), and
include double-pointed ce ting-stemmed, narrow-stemmed, round-
based, and lanceol es. Also occurring are side-scrapers, a
large bifacial blade {See@wRlate III, No. 23) and a chipped adze (See
Plate III, No. 25). One hone fishhook (See Plate III, No. 24), and the

front of a bone owshaft with a slot for a point (See Plate III, No.
28), complet ntory.

our present evidence, this complex certainly seems

to ha o from that of New Mountain. The question now
becom his represent the first pottery in the Arctic area and
does it h bearing on the problem of Woodland and Siberian ceramic

relationships?

As I pointed out in the section on stratigraphy, the Firth River
Dentate horizon may be next. There is as yet no stratigraphic evidence
to confirm this assumption. The materials belonging to this complex
came from one isolated pit not near the others and included mainly
916 potsherds (See Plate V, No. 9-11). These are relatively thick and
appear to be coil-made. Their outer surfaces bear dentate-stamp
impressions which have been applied haphazardly. Other artifacts
include end-scrapers (See Plate V, No. 4), a few micro-blades (See
Plate V, No. 5 and 6), contracting-stemmed (See Plate V, No. 1 and
3), and lanceolate projectile points (See Plate V, No. 2), a large side-
blade (See Plate V, No. 8), and side-scrapers.

22Meldgaard, personal communication.
23Giddings, 1956. 24Griffin, 1953.
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The main problem at present is to obtain larger amounts of this
artifact complex in better stratigraphic position. The pottery is certainly
unique for the Arctic and, again, may have bearing on the Woodland-
Siberian ceramic relationships.

The Firth River Grooved Pottery horizon occurs over both the
Flint Creek, New Mountain, and British Mountain complexes. It is
our second largest complex including 217 artifacts and 1,249 pieces of
pottery. The pottery is all of a type defined by Oswalt as Norton
Linear Stamp.?> (See Plate IV, No. 14). It is associated with a number
of smooth sherds with the same general paste. In one pit with it were
three sherds of Norton Check-stamped.?6 The other associated artifacts
give this complex a distinctive mien. Projectile points are five contract-
ing-stemmed (See Plate IV, No. 4), four lanceolate (See Plate IV, No.
7), six round-based (See Plate IV, No. 5), three_ sty t-stemmed
points (See Plate IV, No. 2 and 3), and a double=pointed  one (See
Plate IV, No. 6). Half-moon side-blades, both lax small, are
proportionately frequent (13), as are larger bifacially ed tear-drop
shaped knife blades (Plate IV, No. 18). Micr, (See Plate IV,
No. 19 and 20), are very rare even though v%md two polyhedral
cores (See Plate IV, No. 12 and 13), wit e striking platform.
Ten angle burins occur and, for the t'%‘are poorly made (See
Plate IV, No. 15 and 16). They a e flat flakes which are
unifacially retouched. Two of the oothing on their surfaces.
Along with these burins are flat flakes that have been chipped to
a small beaked point (See Plate dV, No. 10 and 17). Snub-nosed scrapers

(See Plate IV, No. 8-9), c’lﬁ“ adzes (See Plate IV, No. 11), and

flake side-scrapers are fair rous. Bone tools for the first time
appear in some numbers clude a cylindrical antler flaker (See
Plate IV, No. 26), notc leister prong (See Plate IV, No. 25),
marrow gouges (Se%@)l , No. 24), a sucking tube (See Plate IV,
No. 22), bone a er handles and large antler scrapers (See
Plate IV, No. @most distinctive bone tool is a single detachable

93 ead (See Plate IV, No. 27). It has a square
wedge-sha , a diamond-shaped stem with a line-hole not made
with a bow ill, bilateral single barbs, and a slot for an end-blade.

This complex of tools is not like anything previously found in
the Arctic. Its few burins, micro-blades, and side-blades may indicate
relationships with earlier cultures, while the Grooved and Check-
stamped pottery, stemmed arrows, detachable bone point, and other
tools, seem to indicate some sort of relationship with early Eskimo
remains.

The next complex in our sequence is represented mainly by 2640
Norton Check-stamped sherds (See Plate V, No. 12 and 15) in a pit
extending down from the humus.??” This assemblage I call the Cliff
Complex. It definitely seems to be connected with the early ceramic
remains in Alaska. The only other tools with this pottery are two
snub-nosed end-scrapers (See Plate V, No. 16-17), a half-moon side-

250swalt, 1955.
26Griffin, 1953. 27Griffin, 1953.
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blade (See Plate V, No. 14), a straight-stemmed point (See Plate
No. 13), a bone ice pick (See Plate V, No. 18), and three net sinkers.

Certainly this pottery has affiliations with the Norton2® and Near
Ipiutak horizons® of Alaska. Just how close this relationship is can
only be determined by the finding of more materials in better strati-
graphic position at the Firth River site.

The two final complexes occur in the humus and on the surface
of the Firth River site. Both of them are known from previous work
along the Yukon Arctic coast. In one area a sherd of Barrow Curvilinear-
Paddled (See Plate VI, No. 7),% was found with a piece of ground
slate (ulu) (See Plate VI, No. 8), and a contracting-stemmed point
(See Plate VI, No. 9). The sherd is very much like one that occurred
at the Whitefish Station site along with an unbarbed w-point (See
Plate VI, No. 10) and a large open-socketed harpo w@.gle bilateral
barbs (See Plate VI, No. 11).31

On the east end of the site we picked up er of sherds of
thick fibre-tempered St. Lawrence Plain ty late VI, No. 5).32
There are also a number of fragments of gl‘% e including a man’s
knife blade (See Plate VI, No. 1), and ia lar harpoon point. We

never actually had time to dig i i on but there is probably
a brief Thule occupation of th sC sland variety which has
closed-socket harpoons (See Pla ) . 3-4), and straight-stemmed

arrows (See Plate VI, No. 2).33

%MMARY

In conclusion, t inary excavation on the Firth River
indicates a tentative se nce of nine culture complexes. The earliest
one, the British tain Complex, is represented by a poor sample of

affiliations qare ssible to determine. The Flint Creek Complex
appears abo ts relationships are towards the interior of the
est (and perhaps further south) even though the
uch Old World tools as burins and blades make it different
previously found. The Pointed Mountain Complex with
its micro-tools, while bearing similarities to archaeological complexes
in Siberia, shows the greatest resemblance to the earliest remains so
far found in the western Arctic (Cape Denbigh Flint Complex) and in
the eastern Arctic (Sargqaq and Thyazzi). Next are the Firth River
Cordmarked and Firth River Dentate horizons whose small tools may
have been derived from the previous complex but whose pottery gives
them a distinctive mien. These pottery complexes, once they are well
defined and dated may contribute to the solution of the problem of
the Asiatic derivation of Woodland ceramics. The Firth River Grooved
Pottery horizon has some tools indicating a possible derivation from

generalized chc@ d scrapers. At the present time its cultural

28Giddings, 1951. 29Larsen and Rainey, 1948.
300swalt, 1955. 31MacNeish, in press.
320swalt, 1955. 33MacNeish, in press.
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the earliest complexes of the Firth River, but its ceramics seem to tie it
with the earliest Eskimo assemblages (Ipiutak excepted.) The Cliff
Complex with its Norton Check-stamped pottery is obviously related
to the Near Ipiutak and Norton complexes of Alaska. The Whitefish
Station and Herschel Island complex are Thule and may well be
ancestral to the Eskimo of the Yukon Arctic coast.
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PLATE I

(1, natural size)

Flint Creek Complex—1-17 15. Bifacial disc
1 - 7. Projectile points 16-17. End scrapers
8 -11. Burins British Mountain Complex—18-20
12. Spoke shaver 18. Scraping plane
13. Prismatic blade 19. Side-scraper
14. Core 20. Chopper
PLATE II
(% natural size)
Pointed Mountain Complex
1 - 6. Projectile points 27-29. Side-blades
7 -22. Burins 30-33. Bone tools
23-25. Prismatic blades 34-36. End scrapers
26. Polyhedral core 31. Large side_bla
PLATE III
(% natural size)
Late Pointed Mountain and Firth River Cor plex
1 -10. Projectile points 21-22. Bu
11-12. End-scrapers 23. iface
13-14. Side-blades 24. -hook
15-17. Prismatic blades ed adze
18. Polyhedral core tools
19-20. Large side-blades
PLATE
(1% .saatural size)
Firth River ed Pottery Complex
1 - 7. Projectile points 14. Grooved pottery
8 - 9. End Scrapers 15-16. Burins
10 and 17 Beaked gravers 18. Side-blade
11. Chipped adz 19-20. Micro-blades
12-13. Polyhedral cor 21-28. Bone tools
PLATE V
(1% natural size)
half: Firth River Dentate Complex
Lower half: Cliff Complex
1 - 3. Projectile points 12 and 15. Norton Check-stamped
4, End-scraper pottery
5 - 6. Prismatic blades 13. Projectile point
7. Beaked graver 14. Side-blade
8. Side-blade 16-17. End scrapers
9 -11. Firth River Dentate-stamped 18. Bone ice pick
pottery
PLATE VI
(% natural size)
Upper half: Herschel Island Complex
Lower half: Whitefish Station Complex
I, Ground slate man’s knife blade 8. Ground slate blade fragment
2. Projectile point 9. Chipped stone projectile point
3-4. Harpoons 10. Bone projectile point
5-6. St. Lawrence plain sherd 11. Harpoon
s Barrow Curvilinear-stamped

sherd
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