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and Procedures 
Implementation 

(what, when, who) 

UNIT MISSION 
STATEMENT: The 
liberal arts instill a 
passion for learning 
tempered by systematic 
systems of reasoning 
that make the growth 
and expression of 
knowledge an open and 
ever-changing process, 
while maintaining our 
commitment to the 
democratic, 
multicultural and civil 
society required to 
sustain that process 
[excerpted from CLA]. 
 
DEPARTMENT GOAL 
STATEMENT: The B.A. 
program in Philosophy 
will prepare students to 
become original, 
conscientious and 
rigorous thinkers, as 
well as knowledgeable 
and effective scholars 
and researchers in 
Philosophy. 
 
Goal 1 (CONTENT): 
Understanding the 
historically important 
philosophical positions. 
 
Goal 2 (SKILLS): 
Developing abilities in 
critical thinking and 
analysis, recognizing 
and evaluating 
arguments, and 
applying important 
philosophical positions 
to contemporary 
issues. 

 
1. Ability to identify and 
define key philosophical 
positions. 
 
 
 

COURSEWORK: 
Satisfactory completion 
of PHIL 102, 202, 322X, 
351, 352, 471, and 
electives, evaluated by 
faculty according to 
standard rubrics. 

QUESTIONNAIRE: 
All students will take the 
comprehensive entrance 
and exit examination; 
faculty will collectively 
score and evaluate, with 
reporting annually. 

 
2. Ability to identify, 
reconstruct, and critically 
analyze arguments. 
 
 
 
 

COURSEWORK: 
Satisfactory completion 
of PHIL 104 and 
electives, evaluated by 
faculty according to 
standard rubrics. 

QUESTIONNAIRE: 
Content questions on 
comprehensive entrance 
and exit examination; 
faculty will collectively 
score and evaluate, with 
reporting annually. 

 
3. Ability to identify and apply 
philosophical positions to 
contemporary issues. 
 
 
 
 

COURSEWORK: 
Satisfactory completion 
of PHIL 322X, 471 and 
electives, evaluated by 
faculty according to 
standard rubrics. 

QUESTIONNAIRE: 
Content questions on 
comprehensive entrance 
and exit examination; 
faculty will collectively 
score and evaluate, with 
reporting annually. 

 
4. Ability to undertake 
advanced research and 
writing in Philosophy (at a 
level demonstrating student 
readiness for graduate work). 
 
For majors with superior 
abilities in reading, writing, 
and analysis. 
 
 
 

COURSEWORK: 
Optional completion of 
PHIL 499W, evaluated by 
committee according to 
the specialized rubric 
developed for the thesis 
(Thesis Scorecard). 

THESIS & DEFENSE: 
Students who undertake 
the Senior Thesis in 
Philosophy will write, 
revise, submit, and 
defend a 25-30 page 
thesis; committee will 
collectively read and 
evaluate thesis, and 
conduct oral examination 
and defense in each 
semester of enrollment. 
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This is a diagnostic instrument of student learning outcomes. You will be given a similar set 
of questions at the end of the course. Note that this is not an exam and you will not receive 
a score, nor will it affect your course grade in any way.  

                          
 

Please circle the letter corresponding to the best answer for each of the following questions. 

 

1. What kind of proposition is the statement “No fish are mammals”? 

A. Particular and universal 

B. Affirmative and negative 

C. Universal and affirmative 

D. Universal and negative 

E. Particular and negative 



 

Initial Correct Out of 30  Final Correct Out of 22 
16 53%  17 77% 

Analysis: This question tests for conceptual and factual knowledge of philosophical 
vocabulary, specifically quality and quantity of categorical propositions. The class was about 
evenly split at the beginning; outcomes show a significant increase in the proportion (if not 
the absolute numbers) of correct answers. Still, even more correct answers would have been 
expected at the end. 

                          

 

2. The symbols (x) and (∃∃x) are best translated as: 

A. “Given x” and “therefore x” 

B. “For all x” and “no x” 

C. “For all x” and “there exists an x”  

D. “x” by itself; and “the affirmation of x” 

E. “x” by itself; and “the negation of x” 

 

Initial Correct Out of 30  Final Correct Out of 22 
18 60%  21 95% 

Analysis: This question tests for knowledge of symbolic logic, specifically quantification. It 
may be acquired in an introductory Philosophy class, but a good educated guess is also 
possible. There were more correct answers at the beginning than would have been expected 
with no background. Outcomes show a dramatic increase in the proportion of correct 
answers, and confirm that virtually everyone learned this. 

                          

 

3. Which of the following are rules of inference? 

A. Premises and conclusions 

B. Modus ponens and categorical syllogism 

C. Modus tollens and hypothetical syllogism 

D. Negation and conjunction 

E. Implication and disjunction 

 

Initial Correct Out of 30  Final Correct Out of 22 
1 3%  19 86% 



Analysis: This question tests for specific knowledge of the elementary rules of formal proof 
in propositional logic. It is unlikely that students should have such technical knowledge prior 
to an introductory Logic class; 97% of the students did not know the answer at the 
beginning. Relative to this, outcomes show a very significant increase in the proportion of 
correct answers. Still, even more correct answers would be expected at the end. 

                          

 

4. What kind of logic does the following notation represent: SP ≠ 0 

A. Set theory 

B. Categorical syllogism 

C. Hypothetical syllogism 

D. Disjunctive equation 

E. Quantification 

 

Initial Correct Out of 30  Final Correct Out of 22 
4 13%  20 91% 

Analysis: This question tests for specific knowledge of a technical notation system. It is 
unlikely that students should have such knowledge prior to an introductory Logic class; only 
13% gave the correct answer. Outcomes show a dramatic increase in the proportion of 
correct answers. The percentage is at the level of desired results. 

 

                          

 

5. What kind of logic does the following notation represent: (x) Fx 

A. Set theory 

B. Categorical syllogism 

C. Hypothetical syllogism 

D. Disjunctive equation 

E. Quantification 

 

Initial Correct Out of 30  Final Correct Out of 22 
5 17%  21 95%  

Analysis: This question tests for basic knowledge of another notation system. One 
additional student was able to give the correct answer at the beginning. Outcomes again 
show a dramatic increase in the proportion of correct answers. The percentage is at the level 
of desired and anticipated results. 



6. In formal logic, what is the difference between a valid argument and a sound 

argument? 

A. A valid argument may have false premises 

B. A sound argument may have false premises 

C. In a valid argument the conclusion follows of necessity 

D. In a sound argument the conclusion follows with some degree of probability 

E. A valid argument must have a true conclusion 

 

Initial Correct Out of 30  Final Correct Out of 22 
19 63%  17 77% 

Analysis: This question tests for conceptual knowledge of logical vocabulary. Nearly two 
thirds were able to give the correct answer at the beginning, more than would be expected 
unless students had an introductory Philosophy course. Outcomes show only a modest 
increase in the proportion of correct answers. On such a fundamental definitional question, a 
higher proportion at the end would be expected and desired.  
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