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Steve Lundgren
Steve Lundgren is President and CEO of Denali State 
Bank, a locally-owned community bank. Steve’s career 
in the financial services industry is a true success story 
spanning over three decades, during which he has served 
the Fairbanks business community as a leader, mentor, 
and influencer.
Steve began his career in Oregon as a management 
trainee at a small savings and loan after graduating from 
Oregon State University.  After working locally for Alaska 
USA FCU, Steve accepted a position at Key Bank working 

with Mike Milam, who would become a lifelong friend. After nearly 15 years at Key Bank, 
Steve was offered a position at Mt. McKinley Bank, where he worked for six years before 
moving to Denali State Bank.
He has been a progressive leader in the local banking industry and is also well recognized 
nationally. He’s the Alaskan representative on the American Bankers Association 
Community Bankers Council, and he’s past president of the Alaska Bankers Association, 
representing all seven banks that operate within the state of Alaska.
Steve serves on the board of directors, is a past board chair, and currently chairs the 
Finance Committee of the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce. He’s a member 
and past president of the Fairbanks Sunrisers Rotary Club, and a former board chair of 
Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation.
He also has a long history of supporting the military. He’s a member of the Alaskan 
Command Civilian Advisory Board, and he currently serves as National Treasurer of the 
Air Force Association, headquartered in Washington, D.C. Steve is also the Alaska vice-
chair and Northern Alaska region chair for the Alaska Committee for Employer Support 
of the Guard and Reserve.
Steve served for many years on the Fairbanks Chamber’s Military Affairs Committee, and 
the fruits of his efforts are apparent in the announcements regarding military expansion. 
He was active in promoting Eielson AFB during the threats of closure or realignment, 
as well as promoting the F-35s introduction to Eielson AFB. Steve understands the 
economic impacts on the community and the needs for housing, financing, and 
community services that adding several thousand new residents will entail. In the year 
2000, Steve received the prestigious Jim Messer Award, given by the Fairbanks Chamber 
at the Military Appreciation Banquet to an individual who best promoted military/
community relations over the years.
He is a remarkable advocate for education. He serves on the UAF Advocacy Committee 
and in this capacity, has provided testimony to the UA Board of Regents and other 
legislative bodies in support of the university’s mission. Steve provides support and 
mentorship for university students and local young professionals. Steve is proud that 16 
of his 80 employees at Denali State Bank have degrees from UAF, many from the School 
of Management, and others are currently attending school at UAF.



Business Leader of the Year Banquet

6 p.m. No-Host Cocktails

7 p.m. Welcome

Invocation

Dinner
Nancy Hanson

Claire Everts
Zachary Morris

8 p.m. Opening Remarks

Guest Speakers

Acceptance Remarks

Invest Today, Impact Tomorrow

UA President Jim Johnsen
UAF Chancellor Dana Thomas
SOM Dean Mark Herrmann

Pin Presentation
Bob Hajdukovich (BLOY 2016)

Steve Lundgren

Aaron Cottle, SOM Student
Lorna Shaw, Sumitomo Pogo Mine (BLOY 2014)

Door Prizes 

Closing Remarks 
Sara McBride

Aaron Cottle

Bill Bailey, Alyeska Pipeline Service Company
Dan Gavora, Doyon Utilities (BLOY 2013)



School of Management
The UAF School of Management (SOM) was formed in 1975 as one of five 
professional schools at UAF. SOM is one of only 186 of all national and 
international business schools to hold the prestigious Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) accreditation for both the school and 
the Accounting program. This is the top level of accreditation and represents the 
highest standard of achievement for business schools worldwide. 

Four main disciplines comprise the School of Management: Accounting, 
Business Administration, Economics, and Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management. SOM offers both undergraduate and graduate degrees. Faculty in 
these programs work together as an integrated team to provide challenging and 
fulfilling education to our students in order to produce stellar Alaska business 
graduates. 

Degrees Available
Accounting
Business Administration
Economics
Homeland Security and Emergency Management

Undergraduate

Graduate
Master of Business Administration
Master of Security and Disaster Management
M.S. in Resource and Applied Economics
Ph.D. in Natural Resources and Sustainability

Minors Available

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Accounting
Economics
Emergency Management
Finance
General Business
Leadership
Management & Organizations

Marketing
Military Science & Leadership (ROTC)
Military Securities Studies
Occupational Endorsement in
     Homeland Security
Sports Management



Business Leader of the Year Committee
Committee Co-Chairs
    Claire Everts Zachary Morris

Decoration Committee
Kasey Barnes, Co-Chair
Alexander Springer, Co-Chair
Destiny Dowling
Iruka Kpaduwa
Sara McBride
Gracelynn Wiseman
 
Door Prize Committee 
Sara McBride, Chair
Frances Johnson

Ticket Sales Committee 
Patty Eagan, Co-Chair
Shaun Huot, Co-Chair

Video Production Committee 
Tara McGrogan, Chair
Pomi Chafin
Agnes Lawson
James Martin
Josiah Martin

Volunteer Committee 
Damaris Li, Chair
Marcela Nichifor

Social Media Committee
James Martin, Chair



Rebecca Dean, Sportsmedicine Fairbanks

Jim Dodson, Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation

Dan Gavora, Doyon Utilities and
2012 Business Leader of the Year

David Hale, Hale & Associates and
2013 Business Leader of the Year

Luke Hopkins, Community Member and
Former Mayor of Fairbanks North Star Borough

Derek Miller, Institute of Northern Engineering

Rick Schikora, Warwick & Schikora, CPAs

Community Nomination Letters
Nominations for the Business Leader of the Year are taken year round 
with the deadline in November. Candidates are chosen on merits of 
their leadership, business accomplishments, community involvement 
and educational support. It starts with one simple nomination and often 
additional letters are provided to support the nomination.

Betsy Campbell, AVP and Denali State Bank Branch Manager, 
nominated Steve Lundgren and the following community members 
submitted letters of support:

“The reaction of many of the past recipients has been – why 
me? There are plenty of deserving members of the community. 
Steve’s reaction will be no doubt be the same. Folks who go 
about doing good things don’t do it for the recognition or 
awards. Like Steve, they do it or the good of the community.”

		  ~ Rick Schikora, Warwick & Schikora, CPAs
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Leaders make  
change reality. 
Thank you, 
Steve Lundgren, for 
your service to Alaska.

© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.  
All rights reserved. (3740702_19785)

Congratulations, steve lundgren!
41st uaF Business leader oF the Year

GCI congratulates Steve Lundgren on being selected 
as the 2017 UAF Business Leader of the Year!



Congratulations, Steve, 
from your friends at Alaska 
Airlines. Thank you for your 
decades of leadership and 
devotion to our community.

Steve Lundgren

From all of us at the



www.usibelli.com

Usibelli Coal Mine congratulates 
Steve Lundgren on being named the 

2017 Business Leader of the Year!  

Congratulations Steve Lundgren!

DaviD Hale
2013 Business Leader 
of the Year &  
Printed Program Sponsor



HOUSE OF FLOWERS
AND GIFTS

STEVE LUNDGREN WINS FIRST PRIZE
IN THE 2017 BUSINESS LEADER CONTEST!

Congratulations from 
Kyong Hollen
2011 Business Leader
of the Year &
Decoration Sponsor

Congratulations to the 2017 
Business Leader of the Year.

FAIRBANKS STRUCK GOLD 
WITH STEVE LUNDGREN!

pogominealaska.com



Kohler, Schmitt & Hutchison, CPAs
714 4th Ave, Ste 303

Fairbanks, AK 99701
(907) 456-6676

www.kshcpa.com
Garry Hutchison, Gary Corrick,

and Laurie Gieck

Congratulations
Steve 
Lundgren!

Opportunities in engineering,  
science, business and trading

For information on roles at BP and  
to apply, visit bp.com/uscampus

BP is an equal opportunity employer.

northrim.com

congratulations
to 

Steve Lundgren
Business Leader of the Year

HELPING TO BUILD A 
BETTER COMMUNITY

CONGRATULATIONS 
STEVE LUNDGREN!





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

119 North Cushman Street, Suite 300  •  Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 • 907-456-7762 
Web site:  www.ch-cpa.com              Email:  contact@ch-cpa.com 
FAX 907-452-6184 
 

Congratulations Steve! 
UAF School of Management  

2017 Business Leader of the Year 

119 North Cushman Street, Suite 300 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
phone: (907) 456-7762

website: www.ch-cpa.com
email: contact@ch-cpa.com 
fax: (907) 452-6184

We are committed to providing superior financial
service so you focus on what matters most

                 MEMBER owned...
                                               COMMUNITY focused!

visit our website www.spiritofak.com
or contact us (907) 459-5900

Congratulations
Steve Lundgren!

Cary S. Keller 
MD, F.A.C.S.M.
2009 Business Leader 
of the Year

Accolades to the
UAF School of Management 
students, staff, and faculty
for your continued success.

2017 Business Leader 
of the Year



Congratulations Steve!

From The Gavora Family of Companies

“Steve seizes all opportunities to build Fairbanks and its 
businesses. He is laser focused on keeping Fairbanks dollars in 
our community. He is a remarkable advocate for education and 
mentoring students.”

		  ~ Rebecca Dean, Sportsmedicine Fairbanks 

Steve,  
You are always a joy 
to work with, and your 
contributions to this 
community are vast and 
never-ending!
Congratulations!

Mayor Karl W. Kassel and 
FNSB Administration



Thank You
We would like to give a warm thank you to the following individuals and 
organizations who purchased a table for this event:
Alaska Airlines 
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company (2) 
BP 
Cook & Haugeberg
Denali State Bank (4)
Doyon Utilities 
Everts Air Cargo
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner
Fairbanks Economic Development Corp.
Fairbanks North Star Borough Admin.
Gavora Family
GCI
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 

The School of Management would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the 
following individuals and organizations who sponsored student tickets:

Hale & Associates 
Kohler, Schmitt & Hutchison PC
Mt. McKinley Bank 
Northrim Bank 
RJG, A Professional Corporation
Santina’s Flowers & Gifts
Spirit of Alaska Federal Credit Union
Sportsmedicine Fairbanks (2)
Sumitomo Metal Mining Pogo
Usibelli Coal Mine
Vivlamore Companies
Walsh, Kelliher & Sharp
Wells Fargo Bank	

AIDEA
BP
General Howie Chandler
Design Alaska
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
Fairbanks North Star Borough Admin.
Feniks & Co.

Mt. McKinley Bank
Northern Alaska Tour Company
Kris Racina
Doug Reynolds
Spirit of Alaska Federal Credit Union
Gary and Sue Wilken
Christopher Wright

Big Daddy’s BarB-Q
Chena Hot Springs Resort
McCafferty’s, A Coffee House
Pagoda Restaurant
Test the Waters
Trax Outdoor Center

Door Prize Sponsors Student Prize Sponsors

GCI
Test the Waters
The Alaska Cheesesteak Company
The Cookie Jar



Dessert 
Sponsor

Decoration 
Sponsor

HOUSE OF FLOWERS
AND GIFTS

Printed 
Program 
Sponsor

Usibelli 
Square 
Sponsor

Gold
Sponsor

Red 
Carpet 
Sponsor

Thank You to Our Sponsors



We would like to extend our special thanks to the following 
businesses and people.

Alaska Universal Productions (AUP) - for lights and sound
Aurora Balloons & Decorating - for draping and backdrop
Chelsea Roehl - for digital artwork
Florcraft Carpet One - for black carpets
Grayling Media - for event videography and student workshops
Interior Graphics & Printing - for tickets and program 
JR Ancheta - for event photography
Latitude 64 Photography - for event photography
Your Story Event Planning & Cheri Renson - for decoration guidance

Student Organizations
Active and Innovative Minds (AIM)

Associated Students of Business (ASB)

Cadet Club (ROTC)

Great Alaskan Accounting People (GAAP)

International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM)

Native Alaskan Business Leaders (NABL)

Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM)

Students Offering Leadership Development (SOLD)

Students Who Enjoy Economic Thinking (SWEET)

Proceeds from this event benefit 
SOM student organizations.

Thank You!



Photos courtesy of UAF School of Management; 
Bottom left photo by UAF Photographer JR Ancheta.

UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity 
employer and educational institution.



Previous Business Leader of the Year 
Award Recipients

1977	 Paul Gavora
1978	 Joseph Usibelli, Sr.
1979	 Ron Nerland*
1980	 Wally Burnett*
1981	 Ray Kohler*
1982	 Marc Langland
1983	 Judy Robertson Divinyi
1984	 Lawrence Heiner
1985	 Jeff Cook
1986	 William Green*
1987	 Mike Kelly*
1988	 Walt Schlotfeldt
1989	 Captain Jim Binkley*
1990	 Ralph Seekins
1991	 Tim Fargo
1992	 Gary Roth
1993	 Jim & Jinx Whitaker
1994	 Larry Doll
1995	 Gary Wilken
1996	 Norm & Angie Kruckenberg

1997	 Morris Thompson*
1998	 Margaret Russell
1999	 Rhonda Boyles
2000	 George E. Gordon*
2001	 Steve Frank & Linda Anderson
2002	 Bart LeBon
2003	 John Hill
2004	 Michael Cook
2005	 Ginger Stock-McKenzie
2006	 Jim Lund
2007	 Jack B. Wilbur
2008	 Jyotsna "Jo" Heckman
2009	 Dr. Cary S. Keller
2010	 Bernie Karl
2011	 Kyong Hollen
2012	 Dan Gavora
2013	 David Hale
2014	 Lorna Shaw
2015    	 Andy Warwick
2016	 Bob Hajdukovich

*Deceased

The UAF School of Management would like to 
thank you for sharing this evening with us. 

It is a great pleasure to honor Steve Lundgren 
as the 41st recipient of the

Business Leader of the Year


