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T H E  A L A S K A  F L A G  S O N G
Music by Elinor Dusenbury 

Words by Marie Drake and Carol Beery Davis

Alaska Flag Song © 1985 UA Foundation.  
The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities.  

Eight stars of gold on a field of blue, 
Alaska’s flag, may it mean to you;  

The blue of the sea, the ev’ning sky, 
The mountain lakes, and the flow’rs nearby;  
The gold of the early sourdough’s dreams,  
The precious gold of the hills and streams; 

The brilliant stars in the northern sky, 
The “Bear,” the “Dipper,” and shining high, 
The great North Star with its steady light, 

O’er land and sea a beacon bright, 
Alaska’s flag to Alaskans dear, 

The simple flag of a last frontier.

A Native lad chose our Dipper’s stars 
for Alaska’s flag that there be no bars 

among our cultures. Be it known 
through years our Natives’ past has grown 

to share our treasures, hand in hand, 
to keep Alaska our Great Land. 

We love the northern midnight sky, 
our mountains, lakes and the streams nearby; 

Our great North Star with its steady light 
will guide our cultures clear and bright 

with Nature’s flag to Alaskans dear, 
The simple flag of a last frontier.

We  ack no w ledg e  the 

Alaska Native nations upon 

whose ancestral lands our 

campuses reside. In Fairbanks, 

our Troth Yeddha’ Campus is 

located on the ancestral lands  

of the Dena people of the  

lower Tanana River.

UA is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, educational institution and provider and prohibits
illegal discrimination against any individual: www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination.



Tradition and Renewal

For untold generations, the Tanana River valley’s Dena people visited 
Troth Yeddha’, the Fairbanks campus ridge, to pick nearby wild potatoes. 
It was a meeting place and a place of sustenance, and it is still a place 
where people work together and find intellectual nourishment.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is proud of the students who have 
continued this tradition of collaboration and learning. Commencement is 
a special time for graduates and their families and friends who share this 
momentous occasion. These ceremonies represent an ending, a time of 
reward for academic endeavor successfully completed. In another sense 
it is truly a commencement, a beginning, for the learning process is an 
unending one, to which the years of formal schooling are only a prelude.

Along with our graduates, the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
acknowledges with pride the contributions of those who will receive 
honorary degrees or meritorious service awards. The university also 
expresses gratitude to the dedicated faculty and staff who are retiring 
this year. Each has made a distinct contribution to the quality and 
reputation of this institution.

In today’s 102nd commencement ceremonies, more than 1,000 graduates 
will be recognized for their success.

We honor you, the Class of 2024, for your achievement today.



Congratulations!
UA President Pat Pitney
Dear UAF Class of 2024,

Congratulations! Today, you join the ranks of thousands 
of proud University of Alaska alumni who are building, 
leading, and innovating for Alaska’s future.  

Graduation is an incredible achievement. The challenges 
you have overcome to complete your programs have 
prepared you to contribute to Alaska’s economy and 
communities. You are our leaders of tomorrow, and I 
know that you’ll positively impact our state and world. 

I wish you every success as you take on new challenges 
and opportunities. Congratulations UAF Class of 2024! 

Pat Pitney, President 
University of Alaska

UAF Chancellor Daniel M. White
Dear Graduates,

Congratulations, Class of 2024! Today marks the 
beginning of your next chapter, and I’m excited to 
witness the incredible path that lies ahead for each of 
you. Your graduation from UAF is a testament to your 
hard work, dedication, and resilience. 

As you embark on your next steps equipped with the 
knowledge and skills gained during your time at UAF, I 
am confident that you will continue to excel and make 
a significant impact in society. I urge you, as a recent 
UAF alum, to stay connected after graduation, make 
the most of networking, mentorship, and professional 
development opportunities, and contribute to our 
thriving community.

On behalf of UAF, I extend my heartfelt congratulations 
and best wishes for continued success. Thanks for 
choosing UAF.

Daniel M. White, Chancellor 
University of Alaska Fairbanks



Table of Contents
Order of Events. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4
Academic Degree Abbreviations. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6
Honors Recognition. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7
Doctor of Philosophy Degrees. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8
Certificates and Associate, Baccalaureate and Master’s Degrees. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19

College of Business and Security Management. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
Master’s Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         19
Post-Baccalaureate and Graduate Certificates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             20
Baccalaureate Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     21

College of Engineering and Mines. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25
Master’s Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         25
Baccalaureate Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    25

College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27
Master’s Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         27
Baccalaureate Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    27

College of Liberal Arts. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28
Master’s Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         28
Baccalaureate Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    28

College of Natural Science and Mathematics. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32
Master’s Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         32
Post-Baccalaureate and Graduate Certificates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             33
Baccalaureate Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    33

College of Rural and Community Development. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35
Master’s Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         35 
Post-Baccalaureate and Graduate Certificates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             35
Baccalaureate Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    35
Associate Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         36
Certificates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                               36

Community and Technical College. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37
Associate Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         37
Certificates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                               40

Division of Exploratory Studies and Academic Success . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43
Baccalaureate Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    43 
Associate Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         44

School of Education. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45
Master’s Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         45
Post-Baccalaureate and Graduate Certificates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             45
Baccalaureate Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    46
Certificates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                               46

Emeriti Recognition. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48
Honorary Degrees . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  56
Meritorious Service Awards . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59
Academic Traditions . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61



UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
Commencement Exercises: MAY 4, 2024
Joe Alloway, Student Advisor, College of Engineering and 
Mines, will read graduates’ names as they cross the stage

Grand Marshal

Processional

Performance

National Anthem

Welcome

Remarks

Recognition of 
Honorary Degrees, 
Meritorious Service 
Awards and Emeriti

 
ROTC Ceremonial 
Commissioning

Introduction of 
Class Speaker

Class Speaker

Conferring of  
Degrees

Presenting the  
Class of 2024

Alumni Association 
Representative

“Alaska Flag Song”

Lawrence K. Duffy, College of Natural Science and 
Mathematics 
The grand marshal is the UAF emeritus faculty member who 
has the longest tenure and who leads the processional.

Fairbanks Youth Symphony (Mike McConnell, Director) and 
UAF Department of Music

Iñu-Yupiaq Dance Group 

Ariana Lopez, UAF vocal performance major

Daniel M. White, Chancellor, UAF

Pat Pitney, President, University of Alaska

Chancellor White 
Honorary degrees recognize people of extraordinary 
accomplishment. Service awards express our appreciation for 
the university’s most dedicated advocates. Emeritus status 
conveys our gratitude for distinguished work at UAF.

Major General Brian S. Eifler, Commanding General for 11th 
Airborne Division (Arctic)

Owen Guthrie, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and 
Enrollment Management, UAF

Tori Shoemaker, Class of 2024

Dennis Michel, Karen Perdue and Ralph Seekins, Board of 
Regents, UA; President Pitney; Chancellor White; Anupma 
Prakash, Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor, UAF; and 
Richard Collins, Director, Graduate School, UAF

Graduates of the University of Alaska Fairbanks

Lisa Yancey, Class of 2018

Ellie Martinson, UAF vocal performance major
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UAF Percussion Group (Sean Dowgray, Director)

UAF Steel Pan Ensemble   
Cold Steel Pan Orchestra

Audience members are kindly requested to remain in their 
seats until the graduates have completed the recessional. 
Those seated on the second and third levels may exit the 
building through the second-floor doors.

Lisa Kemble, E.I.P.A. Ed:K-12 and Dean Engelhaupt, Ed: K-12

There are a limited number of personal hearing devices; 
go to any information table to obtain one.

Photos of individual graduates will be available through 
Grad Images, www.gradimages.com, 800-261-2576.

Exits are located on both levels of the building. Please 
take a moment to locate the two exits nearest your 
seat. In an emergency, information and directions 
will be announced. Please remain calm and follow all 
instructions. In compliance with the Fairbanks fire 
marshal’s office, the aisles, walkways and doorways 
must remain clear at all times.

The colors of the flags on stage represent each of the 
university’s colleges and schools.

Confirmation of degrees and honors for the May 2024 degree 
candidates whose names are listed in this program will be 
made when final grades are received. Information presented 
in this program is accurate as of 1 p.m. April 10, 2024. Every 
effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of graduates’ 
names, degrees and other information. We sincerely regret any 
errors and omissions.

Recessional

Outdoor  
Celebration

Exiting  
Information

American 
Sign  Language 
Interpreters

Assistance for the 
hearing impaired

Photography

Safety  
information

Standard Flags 

Degree  
confirmation
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Academic Degree 
Abbreviations

A.A. 	��������������������������������������� Associate of Arts
A.A.S. 	����������������������������������� Associate of Applied Science
A.S. 	��������������������������������������� Associate of Science
B.A. 	��������������������������������������� Bachelor of Arts
B.A.A.S. 	��������������������������������� Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences
B.A.M.	����������������������������������� Bachelor of Applied Management
B.B.A. 	����������������������������������� Bachelor of Business Administration
B.E.M. 	����������������������������������� Bachelor of Emergency Management
B.F.A. 	����������������������������������� Bachelor of Fine Arts
B.M. 	��������������������������������������� Bachelor of Music
B.S. 	��������������������������������������� Bachelor of Science
B.S.E.M. 	������������������������������� Bachelor of Security and Emergency 

Management
B.S.R.B. 	��������������������������������� Bachelor of Sport and Recreation 

Business
Cert. 	������������������������������������� Certificate
Gr. Cert. 	������������������������������� Graduate Certificate
M.A. 	��������������������������������������� Master of Arts
MBA 	������������������������������������� Master of Business Administration
M.Ed. 	����������������������������������� Master of Education
M.F.A. 	����������������������������������� Master of Fine Arts
M.N.R.E. 	������������������������������� Master of Natural Resources and 

Environment
M.S. 	��������������������������������������� Master of Science
M.S.D.M. 	����������������������������� Master of Security and Disaster 

Management
O.H.M. 	��������������������������������� One Health Master’s
P.B.C.T. 	��������������������������������� Post Baccalaureate Certificate
Ph.D. 	������������������������������������� Doctor of Philosophy

Students in the College of Rural and Community Development 
may have their home campuses indicated beside their names. 
For the most part, degree candidates outside the Fairbanks 
area will participate in graduation ceremonies at their home 
campuses.

Red sash — Alaska Native and Native American graduates
Blue sash — Community and Technical College graduates
Blue sash with the Alaska Nanooks logo — student-athletes
White stole with an orange logo or an orange and white cord — 

Tau Beta Pi engineering honor society graduates
Blue and gold stole — Beta Gamma Sigma business honor society 

graduates
Light blue cord — School of Education graduates
Teal cord — first graduates in family to earn bachelor’s degree
Rainbow cord — graduating members of the LGBTQ+ community
Red, white and blue honor cord — active-duty service members, 

veterans and Gold Star families of the United States Armed Forces
International students may wear sashes recognizing their home 

countries.
Veterans and active-duty service members may wear sashes to 

recognize their military affiliation.

Sashes, Stoles and 
Cords

6   University of Alaska Fairbanks	



Graduation with Honors
Associate and baccalaureate degree students who earned cum laude and magna 
cum laude honors wear a gold honor cord, and students who earned summa 
cum laude honors wear a gold sash. Cumulative grade point averages required 
for graduating with honors are:

summa cum laude …… 3.9 or higher 
magna cum laude …… 3.75–3.89 • cum laude …… 3.5–3.74

University Honors Scholars
The honors scholars graduation designations require exceptional aptitude. 
Honors scholars complete credits in specially designed courses and an honors 
capstone/senior thesis. University Honors Scholars earned 12 honors credits 
with a minimum GPA of 3.25 and wear a long blue-trimmed and striped gold 
sash with a single blue and gold honor cord. University Honors Scholars with 
Distinction earned 18 honors credits with a minimum GPA of 3.5 and 40 hours 
of service. University Honors Scholars of Highest Distinction earned 24 honors 
credits with a minimum GPA of 3.5 and 80 hours of service. These scholars wear 
the same sash with a double blue and gold honor cord.

Student Leadership Honors and Leadership Distinction
Student Leadership Honors recognition is granted to students who have made 
significant contributions to enhancing the mission of UAF, the surrounding 
community and the promotion of student life. These students wear a burgundy 
honor cord. Graduation with Leadership Distinction recognition is granted to 
students who have displayed a commitment of excellence to themselves, UAF 
and their community, and they wear a silver honor cord.

Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi promotes the pursuit of excellence and 
the recognition of outstanding achievement. Membership is limited to the top 
students of each graduating class. Members wear a blue ribbon and a medallion 
bearing the symbolic seal of the society.

Climate Scholars
Climate Scholars engage in a highly interdisciplinary course of environmental 
education. They seek experiential opportunities throughout Alaska that hone 
a firsthand knowledge of how the environment is rapidly changing and what 
communities and scientists are doing to shore up a better future. Students 
receiving this recognition wear a twisted cord of green and blue.

Honors Recognition
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The Class of 2024
Doctor of Philosophy Degrees

College of Business and Security 
Management
Dr. Cameron Carlson, Dean

Peace Afieroho 
Ph.D.	 Business, Public Policy and Engineering Management: Interdisciplinary 
Studies
B.E., Enugu State University of Science and Technology, 1996; M.S., Newcastle University, 2007; 
M.S., University of Alaska Anchorage, 2010; MBA, University of Alaska Anchorage, 2013.
Thesis: Project Management by the People, for the People, and of the People: 

Context, Challenges, and Prospects for Adoption of E-Government 
Tools to Monitor Execution of Public Infrastructure Projects in Nigeria
New models for public participation were contributed to knowledge in project 
stakeholder management. Key factors for effective public participation and the 
moderating effects of applying e-government tools to public participation were 
identified. The models will help practitioners to facilitate public participation and 
enhance success of public infrastructure projects in Nigeria.

Major professors: Dr. Xiyu Zhou and Dr. Robert Perkins
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**	 Fall degree recipient	

Kelsey Ann Frazier **
Ph.D.	 Engineering
B.A., Alaska Pacific University, 2006; B.S., University of Alaska Anchorage, 2019; M.S., University 
of Alaska Anchorage, 2020.
Thesis: Icy Insights: Decrypting the Depths with Novel Stochastic Techniques 

to Model and Mitigate Arctic Under-Ice Oil Spills
This research analyzed Arctic sea ice’s subsurface to create models simulating oil 
slick movements under the ice. Results revealed significant subsurface variation 
in first-year ice, underscoring the need for precise, standardized definitions. 
This research enhances oil-ice interaction models and emphasizes the critical 
role of international cooperation in Arctic response strategies.

Major professor: Dr. Rorik Peterson

Fayzul Kabir 
Ph.D.	 Engineering
B.S., Shahjalal University of Science and Technology, 2011; M.S., King Fahd University of 
Petroleum and Minerals, 2018.
Thesis: Implications of Detachment Promoting Agents, Disinfectants and 

Flow Hydraulics on Growth and Dispersion of Bacterial Biofilms in 
Drinking Water Distribution Systems
Biofilms routinely form on drinking water pipes, where they can harbor 
pathogens and impair downstream water quality. This research examined biofilm 
formation and detachment, considering factors such as water flow rate, chlorine 
levels and temperature. The results inform policymakers and water operators to 
better manage biofilms and protect public health.

Major professor: Dr. Srijan Aggarwal

College of Engineering and Mines
Dr. William E. Schnabel, Dean
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Lia Katherine Domke **
Ph.D.	 Fisheries
B.S., Dalhousie University, 2016.
Thesis: The Role of Apex Predators, Habitat, and Seascape Complexity on 

Nearshore Fish Assemblages in Southeast, Alaska
Nearshore marine ecosystems contain dynamic and complex habitats that offer 
shelter and prey for juvenile, migratory and residential fish species. These fish 
communities were structured by habitat type, presence of apex predators and 
seascape context. Understanding ecological dynamics is vital for evaluating how 
the nearshore supports robust fisheries.

Major professor: Dr. Ginny Eckert

Courtney Elizabeth Hart **
Ph.D.	 Fisheries
B.A., University of California, Berkeley, 2006; M.S., California Polytechnic State University, 2016.
Thesis: Uncovering Patterns and Mechanisms of Paralytic Shellfish Toxicity in 

Alaska’s Geoduck Clam Fishery
This research explores the patterns and mechanisms of paralytic shellfish 
toxicity in commercially harvested geoduck clams caused by the toxin-producing 
dinoflagellate Alexandrium catenella in Southeast Alaska. The incidence of 
paralytic toxins in geoduck clams increased over the past two decades, and 
understanding distributions helps reduce deleterious impacts to this fishery.

Major professor: Dr. Ginny Eckert

Hannah Jean Myers **
Ph.D.	 Marine Biology
B.A., Middlebury College, 2014.
Thesis: Eavesdropping on Killer Whales: Distribution, Calling Rates, and 

Acoustic Abundance of Fish-Eating and Mammal-Eating Killer 
Whales in the Gulf of Alaska
Killer whales are top predators and are federally protected in U.S. waters. 
Management policy is predicated on a species’ distribution and abundance. 
Passive acoustic monitoring was used to uncover seasonal distribution patterns, 
estimate calling rates and model year-round abundance patterns for three killer 
whale populations in the Gulf of Alaska.

Major professor: Dr. Brenda Konar

College of Fisheries and Ocean 
Sciences
Dr. S. Bradley Moran, Dean
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**	 Fall degree recipient	

Matthew James Smukall **
Ph.D.	 Fisheries
B.S., University of Florida, 2009.
Thesis: Relative Abundance and Movement Ecology of Tiger Sharks 

(Galeocerdo cuvier) in the Waters Surrounding Bimini, The Bahamas
This study investigated the relative abundance and movement ecology for tiger 
sharks, Galeocerdo cuvier, in the waters around Bimini, The Bahamas. The local 
relative abundance remained stable from 1984 to 2019, but sharks readily moved 
across jurisdictional boundaries. Localized conservation measures offer some 
protection but regional management plans are important.

Major professor: Dr. Andrew Seitz

Jared David Weems 
Ph.D.	 Fisheries
B.S., Iowa State University, 2008; M.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2011.
Thesis: Early Life Biology and Ecology of King and Tanner Crabs in the Bering 

and Chukchi Seas
Several North Pacific crab stocks are in decline, and vulnerable early life stages 
could be a bottleneck in recruitment. Low abundances of settling Pribilof Islands 
blue king crabs appear to be limiting stock recruitment, while ubiquitous 
Bering and Chukchi seas larval snow crabs are typically associated with regional 
environmental conditions.

Major professors: Dr. Ginny Eckert and Dr. Franz Mueter
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Alec Bennet 
Ph.D.	 Climate Security: Interdisciplinary Program
B.S., University of Alaska Southeast, 2005; M.S.D.M., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2018.
Thesis: Climate Security and Scale: Climate Change Risk and Security as an 

All-Scales, All-of-Society Challenge
Climate change poses all-of-society, all-scales challenges and requires new 
approaches toward a common understanding of risks. This dissertation explores 
issues of climate security through local, regional and global perspectives; 
computational modeling, security and risk frameworks; and methodological 
comparisons to explore an interdisciplinary conceptual approach toward climate 
security and risk.

Major professor: Dr. Brandon Boylan

Kimberly Frost 
Ph.D.	 Educational Psychology and Instructional Design: Interdisciplinary 
Studies
B.A., University of Arizona, 1990; M.Ed., University of Alaska Anchorage, 2005.
Thesis: The Influence of Play as Positive Emotion on Engagement and Self-

Regulated Learning in an Online Higher Education Classroom
This study explored the ability of play-infused learning design to impact student 
success in an online asynchronous course. Findings suggest that, through 
positive emotion, play boosts enjoyment, fosters social connections and reduces 
academic stress. Results indicate that play-infused learning design promotes 
student success by supporting self-regulated learning and student engagement.

Major professors: Dr. Daní Sheppard and Dr. Richard Webb

Angela Jean Linn **
Ph.D.	 Museology and Northern History: Interdisciplinary Studies
B.A., University of Iowa, 1994; M.A., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1999.
Thesis: Preserving Reflections of Ourselves: The Past, Present, and Future of 

Alaska’s Museums
Through diverse methods and an interdisciplinary approach, this study used 
critical museum theory to examine the past, present and future of Alaska’s 
museums, with a focus on the “big three.” It proposes an inclusive approach 
of truth-telling and shared authority to address past failures and future 
opportunities for Alaska’s museums.

Major professors: Dr. Mary Ehrlander and Dr. Michael Koskey

College of Liberal Arts
Dr. Ellen D. S. Lopez, Dean
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Derek Arnold **
Ph.D.	 Biological Sciences
B.S., University of Montana, 2012; M.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2023.
Thesis: Movement Ecology, Survival, and Territorial Dynamics in Canada Lynx 

(Lynx canadensis) Over a Cyclic Population Decline
Population dynamics of lynx cycles are not clearly understood. This research 
indicated that although physical connectivity is high, population declines are 
driven by reduced survival in dispersing lynx, which manifests in a population 
wave traveling eastward. Territorial placement is driven by first open space, with 
boundaries defined based on landscape characteristics.

Major professor: Dr. Knut Kielland

Anushree Badola *
Ph.D.	 Geoscience
B.S., Govind Ballabh Pant University of Agriculture and Technology Pantnagar, 2015; M.S., 
University of Twente, 2019.
Thesis:Improved Boreal Vegetation Mapping Using Imaging Spectroscopy to 

Aid Wildfire Management, Interior Alaska
Traditionally used vegetation/fuel maps in Alaska are inadequate due to a lack of 
detailed information, as they are primarily generated using coarser resolution 
(30-meter) multispectral data. Hyperspectral data were simulated and used to 
generate high-resolution fuel maps, as well as sub-pixel level needleleaf maps, 
to aid wildfire management in Alaska.

Major professors: Dr. Santosh Panda and Dr. Uma Bhatt

Nathan Paul Barnes 
Ph.D.	 Physics
B.A., Coe College, 2014.
Thesis: Obstacles to Plasma Flow in an Ion Kinetic Regime: Application to a 

Terrestrial Ionospheric Active Plasma Experiment and New Horizons 
Observations of the Pluto System
This dissertation uses global simulations to contextualize data from an active 
plasma experiment and Pluto’s interaction with the solar wind. The relevant 
scale size is one where the particulars of ion motion are important, but electrons 
may be treated as a continuous fluid.

Major professor: Dr. Peter Delamere

College of Natural Science and 
Mathematics
Dr. Karsten Hueffer, Dean
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Richard Buzard *
Ph.D.	 Geoscience
B.S., University of Washington, 2015; M.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2017.
Thesis: Coastal Hazard Analyses and Projections for Arctic Alaska 

Communities
Alaska coastal communities have experienced decades of frequent flooding and 
erosion. This dissertation maps areas prone to erosion and flooding to provide 
decision-making products for adaptation planning. These results will help 
communities develop outside of hazard-prone areas.

Major professor: Dr. Christopher Maio

Meeta Victoria Cesler-Maloney **
Ph.D.	 Environmental Chemistry
B.A., Indiana University, 2018.
Thesis: Pollution Trapping by Strong Temperature Inversions in Fairbanks, 

Alaska
We measured differences of PM2.5 and O3 across a shallow 20-meter vertical 
scale in Fairbanks during winter. We modeled SO2 across a ~200-meter vertical 
scale with excellent correlation to observations and showed that ground-based 
emissions dominate Fairbanks pollution. We showed that Fairbanks pollution has 
trended down over nine years.

Major professor: Dr. William Simpson

Margaret Hope Cysewski Rudolf **
Ph.D.	 Co-Production of Knowledge: Interdisciplinary Studies
B.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2007; M.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2013.
Thesis: Indigenous Self-Determination in Co-Production of Knowledge

Co-production of knowledge, a research methodological approach, had 
challenges when applied to partnering with Arctic Indigenous communities. 
Critical analyses of the challenges from an Indigenous standpoint deepened 
understanding. Solutions researched included roles of boundary spanners, 
factors and perspectives toward success, and methods to co-develop goals.

Major professor: Dr. Sarah Trainor

Jackson William Drew **
Ph.D.	 Biological Sciences
B.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2016.
Thesis: Alnus viridis ssp. fruticosa Modulates Local Conditions to Influence 

Intra and Interspecies Growth
An investigation on climate sensitivity and plant-plant interactions between 
three Arctic shrubs using dendrochronology showed all shrubs have become 
more sensitive to spring air temperatures, and that Betula nana ssp. exilis growth 
is promoted by Alnus viridis ssp. fruticosa but reduced in Salix pulchra.

Major professors: Dr. Syndonia Bret-Harte and Dr. Roger Ruess
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Nathan Arrow Graham 
Ph.D.	 Geoscience
B.S., Humboldt State University, 2015.
Thesis: Mechanisms of Magmatic Degassing and Eruption Triggering at 

Alaska Volcanoes: Experimental Controls and Natural System 
Analogues
Understanding the magmatic processes that drive volcanic eruptions is integral 
to monitoring volcanic unrest and mitigating hazards. The main goals of this 
dissertation were to investigate parameters that influence eruption style and 
triggering. The results can be used to aid in modeling of volcanic systems and 
assist in monitoring volcanoes worldwide.

Major professor: Dr. Jessica Larsen

Rajan Itani **
Ph.D.	 Physics
B.S., Tribhuvan University, 2006; M.S., Tribhuvan University, 2013.
Thesis: Dynamics of the Earth’s Thermosphere Across a Range of Spatial and 

Temporal Scales
Aspects of the dynamics of Earth’s thermosphere that do not harmonize with 
the current understanding were investigated. Results suggest significant 
shortcomings in our current paradigm for understanding the behavior of 
the thermosphere. These discoveries have implications for spacecraft orbit 
predictions and mitigation of the risk of collision between orbiting satellites.

Major professor: Dr. Mark Conde

Michelle Marie Johannsen **
Ph.D.	 Biological Sciences
B.S., Winona State University, 2013; M.S., The University of Montana, 2016.
Thesis: The Effect of Cold Exposure and Activity on Skeletal Muscle 

Physiology: A Study of Human and Animal Models
Cold exposure and endurance exercise may improve aerobic capacity and atrophy 
resistance. Skeletal muscle is highly plastic, and perturbations such as cold, 
fasting and endurance training result in cellular remodeling and changes in 
protein expression that improve aerobic capacity and conserve skeletal muscle 
mass across species.

Major professors: Dr. Kristin O’Brien and Dr. Vadim Fedorov

Jessica Jean Johnson *
Ph.D.	 Biological Sciences
B.S. Tufts University, 2011; M.S., Louisiana State University and A&M College, 2017.
Thesis: Evaluating Amino Acid Isotopic Biomarkers of Added Sugar and 

Animal Protein Intakes
Diet is an important risk factor for disease but is difficult to measure. Amino 
acid stable isotope ratios were evaluated as objective measures of diet using two 
controlled feeding studies. Amino acid carbon isotope ratios performed well as 
measures of sugar-sweetened beverage and animal protein intakes.

Major professor: Dr. Diane O’Brien
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Joshua Knicely *
Ph.D.	 Geophysics
B.A. Texas A&M University, 2011; M.S. Texas A&M University, 2015.
Thesis: Examination of Volcanism and Impact Cratering on Terrestrial Bodies

The planet Venus holds clues to the Earth’s habitability. Remote sensing allows 
us to use volcanism and impact cratering to peer into the depths of planets and 
understand their history. We can use this information to better understand our 
sister planet and thereby better understand the myriad other worlds.

Major professor: Dr. Robert Herrick 

David Skye Kushner **
Ph.D.	 Geoscience
B.S., University of Manitoba, 2016; M.S., University of Manitoba, 2019.
Thesis: Volcanic Gas Quantification Under Suboptimal Conditions

Quantifying volcanic gas can be challenging due to logistical barriers and 
atmospheric conditions. Two methods were developed to better characterize 
volcanic mercury and sulfur dioxide emissions, and a model was used to 
understand sulfur dioxide measurements in cloudy weather. Confidence in 
emission rate estimates under these conditions has been improved.

Major professor: Dr. Taryn Lopez

Scott S. Leorna *
Ph.D.	 Biological Sciences
B.S. University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2016; M.S. University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2019.
Thesis: Using Camera Traps to Advance Wildlife Monitoring in the Arctic

The utility of camera traps (i.e., remotely triggered cameras) for monitoring 
wildlife in the Arctic was advanced through a landscape-level study focused 
on informing new techniques specifically tailored to open landscapes and 
by evaluating their capacity to assess seasonal caribou (Rangifer tarandus) 
distribution and habitat use in Arctic Alaska.

Major professor: Dr. Todd Brinkman

Xi Lu 
Ph.D.	 Space Physics
B.S., Shandong University, 2018.
Thesis: Foreshock Density Holes and Their Connection with Other Foreshock 

Transients
Characteristics and occurrence preferences of foreshock density holes on 
the upstream of the Earth’s bow shock are investigated. The role of the 
low-density structures in the formation of hot flow anomalies through the 
magnetohydrodynamics process are unveiled by the comparison between the 
two-dimensional simulations and the spacecraft observations.

Major professor: Dr. Peter Delamere
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Kendall Mills 
Ph.D.	 Biological Sciences
B.S., University of Houston, 2014; M.E.S.M., University of California, Santa Barbara, 2016.
Thesis: Biogeographic History of the World’s Marmots and the Genetic Basis 

of Melanism in an Alaskan Population of Hoary Marmots
This dissertation addresses questions related to the phylogenetics, molting 
phenology and genetic basis of melanism in marmots.

Major professor: Dr. Link Olson

Emilie Morrell *
Ph.D.	 Biochemistry & Neuroscience
B.S. Brigham Young University, 2014.
Thesis: Impacts of Sex, Biometals Homeostasis, and Dietary Fructose on Non-

Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease Pathogenesis
Worldwide, one in three people have nonalcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD); 
however, treatment options for this disease are limited. The impacts of biometals 
homeostasis, dietary fructose intake and sex on NAFLD pathogenesis were 
examined to identify potential mechanisms and pathways that could be targeted 
for the development of future therapies.

Major professors: Dr. Lawrence Duffy and Dr. Jason Burkhead

Tsermaa Nyamdavaa 
Ph.D.	 Natural Resources and Sustainability
B.P.A., National University of Mongolia, 2015; M.B.A., National University of Mongolia, 2017.
Thesis: Implementation of Community-Based Natural Resource Management 

at Hustai National Park, Mongolia
The study examined community-based natural resources management (CBNRM) 
principles used to protect the buffer zone rangelands at Hustai National Park, 
Mongolia. Findings showed that CBNRM principles were not fully implemented 
due to incomplete implementation of CBNRM principles, the use of a top-down 
approach and conflicts with interpretations of Mongolia’s constitution.

Major professors: Dr. Jenifer McBeath and Dr. John Duffy

Liam Toney *
Ph.D.	 Geophysics
B.A. Pomona College, 2017.
Thesis: Characterization of Geohazards via Seismic and Acoustic Waves

Earth processes occur globally, and some events are hazardous to life and 
property. These geohazards can be monitored with geophysics, facilitating rapid 
response. Geophysical analysis of seismic and low-frequency sound waves was 
used to characterize large avalanches, volcanic eruptions and the nature of how 
sound travels in the atmosphere.

Major professor: Dr. David Fee
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Karen Martin 
Ph.D.	 Teacher Agency in Teacher Research: Interdisciplinary Studies
B.S., Eastern Washington University, 1998; M.S., Oregon State University, 2004; M.A.T., University 
of Alaska Southeast, 2005.
Thesis: Nurturing Teacher Agency to Influence Teacher Professionalism 

Through Teacher Action Research
This research investigated teacher agency as a component of teacher 
professionalism. Studying the lived experience of rural Alaska teachers, 
it explored how engaging teachers in action research-based professional 
development influenced teacher agency. Teachers experienced increased 
engagement, capacity to know their impact on learning, feeling empowered by 
trust, and critical consciousness.

Major professor: Dr. Ute Kaden

School of Education
Dr. Amy Vinlove, Dean
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The Class of 2024
Certificates and 

Associate, Baccalaureate 
and Master’s Degrees

Master's Degrees

Deven Isaiah Acevedo 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Marcus L. Alphin 
MBA, Business Administration: Business 
Analytics

Jamie M. Bennett **
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Elise Stokset Berger 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Climate Security, Arctic Security

Lourdes Hernandez Bernal 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Manuel Beza 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Todd J. Blair 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Climate Security

Delayna Bradshaw *
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Benjamin Brooks 
MBA, Business Administration: STEM

Joshua Paul Bundy 
MBA, Business Administration: Business 
Analytics

Jasen Charles Chausse 
MBA, Business Administration: Business 
Analytics

Erika N. Darrah **
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Jorden D. Davis **
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Margaret Francesca Dehn 
MBA, Business Administration: Healthcare

Colin Doyle **
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Robert James Dumouchel II 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Strategic Leadership

Karla Maria Estrada Brito 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Colleen Elizabeth File 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Lane Jacob Fincher **
MBA, Business Administration: STEM

Peter M. Fiori **
MBA, Business Administration: Cybersecurity

Holli Flint 
MBA, Business Administration: Business 
Continuity

Jakota Ghiloni **
MBA, Business Administration: Blue, STEM

Veronica Michele Gutierrez **
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Disaster Management

College of Business and Security 
Management
Dr. Cameron Carlson, Dean
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Daniel Kyle Harris **
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Business Continuity

Logan McKinley Juhl 
MBA, Business Administration: Cybersecurity

Alexandria Kezer 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Markuss Komuls *
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Strategic Leadership

Cameron Kovarek **
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Arctic Security

John Adam Latini 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Erin Maria Leaders **
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Strategic Leadership

Laine Elizabeth Lioi 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Raphael T. Martinez 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Arctic Security, Disaster Management

Logan C. Mazerik 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Cybersecurity

Brianne Whitney McManis **
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Cybersecurity

Ashley Alice Rae Miller 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Bethany C. Moseley *
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Arctic Security

Cara Taylor Pattullo 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Disaster Management

Trevon Nahum Paul 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Business Continuity

Garrett Dylan Pyke *
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Strategic Leadership

Shadi Rabi **
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Julia Racette 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Arctic Security

Kaylee Reierson **
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

John Richardson 
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Strategic Leadership

Jen Brooke Robinson 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Jesse Storme Roehl 
MBA, Business Administration: Business 
Analytics

Reese Rossnagel 
MBA, Business Administration: Healthcare

Calvin Scott 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Eric M. Smith **
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Disaster Management

Shayna Smith 
MBA, Business Administration: Business 
Analytics

Jonathan Sorenson 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Jasamine Spencer 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Dalton M. Stone *
M.S.D.M., Security and Disaster Management: 
Arctic Security

Genesis Storms 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Nikolai Adam Unruh **
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Austin Bottasso Vadnais 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Kandace Marie Welch 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Aiden Gerard White 
MBA, Business Administration: Cybersecurity

Brianna Marie Williams 
MBA, Business Administration: Business 
Continuity

Jiwan Zhang 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Post-Baccalaureate and Graduate 
Certificates

Manuel Beza 
Gr. Cert., Health Care Management and 
Leadership

Sheri Anne Billiot **
Gr. Cert., Strategic Leadership

Pearl Foster 
Gr. Cert., Strategic Leadership

Jason K. Greer *
Gr. Cert., Strategic Leadership

Erin Anne Hollingsworth *
Gr. Cert., Arctic Security
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Kate A. Legner **
P.B.C.T., Accounting

Sean Lemley 
P.B.C.T., Accounting

Gavin Meggert *
P.B.C.T., Accounting

Jacqueline A. Padilla **
Gr. Cert., Cybersecurity

Caroline Heather Proulx 
P.B.C.T., Accounting

Samantha Jane Reeves 
P.B.C.T., Accounting

Eric M. Smith 
Gr. Cert., Strategic Leadership

Marybeth Rose Whalen 
Gr. Cert., Climate Security

Whitney Eryn Wigren *
Gr. Cert., Arctic Security

Baccalaureate Degrees

Joseph Abel IV 
magna cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Emergency 
Medical Public Health

Haley Marie Abercrombie **
B.A.M., Applied Management

Christopher Woods Agustines 
B.B.A., Accounting

Nuulau Alaelua 
B.B.A., Accounting

Steven Alas 
summa cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Cybersecurity 
Information Technology Management

Kaylee Alejandre 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Management

Robert William Alexander 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Finance

Kyra Allen 
B.B.A., Accounting

Cheyenne Nicole Alligood **
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: General Business

Danny Jesse Alvarez *
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Fire Administration

Amy Ashbach 
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Jessica Paige Atwell **
B.B.A., Accounting

Konner J. Ayers 
summa cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Emergency 
Medical Public Health

Demetre Samuel Barker **
cum laude, B.B.A., Business Administration: 
Leadership

Amber Baxter 
B.A.M., Applied Management

Austin McKenzie Beatty 
B.A.M., Applied Management

Joseph Beaudin **
B.B.A., Business Administration: Leadership, 
Marketing

Westyn Beaudoin **
B.B.A., Accounting

Gina Y. Benavides 
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Steven M. Bender 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Fire Administration

Jaycson Bereal Jr. 
B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation Business: Sport 
Management

Elijah Amos Bergles 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Management

Arvils Bergmanis 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Sport 
Management

Louinese Brave 
cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Teresa Brenner 
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Nicholas Bruner 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Law Enforcement Management

Dawson Bruneski 
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: Finance and Economics

Daneille Eleorie Nicole Bryan 
summa cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Cybersecurity 
Information Technology Management

Alyssa Nicole Caldeira 
summa cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Emergency 
Medical Public Health

Ryann Cannava 
cum laude, B.B.A., Business Administration: 
Leadership

Conner Carlson 
magna cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Law Enforcement 
Management

Ethan Christian Cary 
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Angelica Cayetano 
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: Marketing

Marilyn Celis 
B.A.M., Applied Management

William YongRay Chafin **
cum laude, B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation 
Business: Sport Management

Kwaume Chatman 
B.A.M., Applied Management
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Sabrina Clowar 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Medical Public Health

P.J. Clynes 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Fire Administration

Sara Cocking **
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: Leadership

Blair Coomer 
cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management: Fire Administration

Jacob Corsaw *
magna cum laude, B.A.M., Applied Management

Winnie Daniel **
B.B.A., Accounting

Everett Darrow 
magna cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Cybersecurity 
Information Technology Management

Kim Marie Dennany **
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: Finance and Economics

Emeralda Diez 
B.A.M., Applied Management

Destiny Malena Dominguez **
B.B.A., Accounting

Nathan David Dower **
cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management: Fire Administration

Chase DuBois 
B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation Business: Sport 
Management

Amy Sofia Fajardo **
B.B.A., Business Administration: Marketing

Madison Tyler Fisher-Reynolds 
B.B.A., Accounting

Onika Shaniel Ford **
B.B.A., Business Administration: Marketing

Cody Forth **
cum laude, B.A.M., Applied Management

Danielle Halverson 
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: General Business

Annika Hansson 
magna cum laude, B.E.M., Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management: Fire Administration

Corey Quinn Hilberg 
magna cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Emergency 
Management

Grace Elizabeth Hopkins 
magna cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Emergency 
Management

Nickolas Hopkins 
B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation Business: Sport 
Management

Youcheng Huang 
summa cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Cybersecurity 
Information Technology Management

Dawson Hunter *
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Fire Administration, Emergency 
Medical Public Health

James Martin Isabell **
B.A.M., Applied Management

William Edward Jarman 
B.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Medical Management

Jasmine Marlene Jemewouk *
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Paul Johnson 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Finance and 
Economics

Erin M. Johnston **
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: Marketing

Mawich T. Kachjaani 
B.A.M., Applied Management

Linda Kane **
summa cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Emergency 
Management

Sara Karasova 
summa cum laude, B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation 
Business: Sport Management

Bridgette Marion Kingston 
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Rylan W. Kissell 
cum laude, B.B.A., Business Administration: 
General Business

David William Kley *
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Management

Matthew Ellsworth Koethe **
cum laude, B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation 
Business: Sport Management

Reece A. Kohrmann 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Management

Bradley C. Kurtz **
B.A.M., Applied Management

Nathan D. Lammers *
magna cum laude, B.A.M., Applied Management

Kyle D. Loidolt 
cum laude, B.B.A., Business Administration: 
Marketing

Samantha J. Lund 
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Cassandra Mae MacDonald 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Leadership

Franzisca Faith Malenfant 
cum laude, B.B.A., Business Administration: 
Finance
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Jaydenn R. Manibusan *
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Edward Martin 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Fire Administration

Payton Keller Masaki Matsui 
cum laude, B.B.A., Business Administration: 
Finance

M.J. McCown 
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: General Business

Sean P. H. McGee **
B.A.M., Applied Management

Michelle Ann McKee *
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Emma Kimberly McKenney 
summa cum laude, B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation 
Business: Sport Management

Daniel McKenzie 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Finance

Scott McNutt 
summa cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Cybersecurity 
Information Technology Management

Abdullahi Mohamed 
B.A.M., Applied Management

Brittany A. Moore 
cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Emergency 
Management

Harrison Moore **
B.B.A., Business Administration: Finance and 
Economics

Eden Laurel Murchison *
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting. University 
Honors Scholar

Mondo Naiki 
magna cum laude, B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation 
Business: Sport Management

Katie Nations 
B.A.M., Applied Management

Bryan Nguyen 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Marketing

Brayden Dennis Nicholetts 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Sport 
Management

Joseph Patrick O'Connor **
B.B.A., Accounting

Tamara O'Connor **
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: Finance and Economics

Casandra Oktollik 
B.B.A., Accounting

Charles Jeremy Talania Palaris 
B.B.A., Accounting

Terrell J. Peter 
B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation Business: Sport 
Management

Eric Duane Peterson 
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Philip Plass 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Homeland Security

Ashley Plys 
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Carson A. Pope *
cum laude, B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation 
Business: Recreation Management

Carson Pugh 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Marketing

Brandye L. Reich 
B.A.M., Applied Management

Mathias B. Rieske **
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Management

Brady Risk 
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business, Sport Management

Loveinia J. Romero 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Finance

Devon J. Roth 
summa cum laude, B.S.E.M., Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management: Homeland 
Security

Travis Richard Sabinash 
B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation Business: 
Recreation Management

David Charles Ryan Sauter III 
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

David Charles Ryan Sauter III 
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Business 
Administration: Finance and Economics

Demarcus Hall Scriven 
B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation Business: Sport 
Management

Baniika Gregoriann Slats 
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Mitchell Soeder 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Cybersecurity Information 
Technology Management

Kaitlyn Ann Stansberry **
cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Fatima Stone *
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Lawrence Ralston Strawbridge II **
summa cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Wilbert James Thomas 
B.A.M., Applied Management

Claire Turner 
B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation Business: Sport 
Management

Leif Christian Suniga Van Cise *
B.B.A., Business Administration: Marketing

Steffen Paul Verdin 
B.A.M., Applied Management
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Keary M. Warner **
cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Jaret Warstler 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Sport 
Management

Emma Wass 
B.S.R.B., Sport and Recreation Business: Sport 
Management

Katie B. White **
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Jennifer Marie Wilcox 
B.S.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Fire Administration

Jack Yates **
B.B.A., Accounting

Jessica Young 
summa cum laude, B.E.M., Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management: Fire Administration
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Temitope Adebanjo *
M.S., Mining Engineering

Darshil Asawa *
M.S., Mining Engineering

Abdallah Basiru *
M.S., Geological Engineering

John H. Halford IV 
M.S., Mechanical Engineering

Harrison Hee 
M.S., Civil Engineering: Environmental 
Engineering

Solomon Ben Himelbloom 
M.S., Computer Science

Moustapha Kebe **
M.S., Mining Engineering

Naomi Kroyer **
M.S., Electrical Engineering

Quetzal Luebke-Laroque *
M.S., Electrical Engineering

Robert James Magrath 
M.S., Mechanical Engineering

Sadia Mahmuda **
M.S., Water and Environmental Science: Water 
Supply and Waste Treatment

Lora Dawn May 
M.S., Hydrology: Interdisciplinary Studies

Heather McKenzie 
M.S., Mechanical Engineering

James Miller *
M.S., Electrical Engineering

Mike Ophoff 
M.S., Mechanical Engineering

Cristian Alonso Quevedo Delgado **
M.S., Mining Engineering

Seth Thomas 
M.S., Mechanical Engineering

Yali Wang 
M.S., Computer Science

Qifan Yang *
M.S., Water and Environmental Science: Water 
Supply and Waste Treatment

Theng Yang 
M.S., Computer Science

Baccalaureate Degrees

Cody Andrade Abad 
B.S., Computer Science

Abigail Arens **
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Luis Freddy Avalo Jr. **
B.S., Computer Science

Hunter Barndt *
cum laude, B.S., Computer Science

Christian Phillup Benavidez 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Donald Vincent Bennett 
cum laude, B.S., Civil Engineering

Sheridan Blasey 
cum laude, B.S., Electrical Engineering. University 
Honors Scholar, Tau Beta Pi Honor Society

Jared M. Bowden 
B.S., Civil Engineering

Kahryn Buchanan 
cum laude, B.S., Mechanical Engineering: 
Aerospace. University Honors Scholar, Highest 
Distinction

Jerry Ian Bryce Carroll 
B.S., Civil Engineering

Haylie Pilialoha Emi Cortez 
magna cum laude, B.S., Civil Engineering. Climate 
Scholar, Tau Beta Pi Honor Society

James Carl Costello 
B.S., Electrical Engineering

Nathan I. Damon 
cum laude, B.S., Computer Science

Samuel George Deal III 
magna cum laude, B.S., Mechanical Engineering. 
Tau Beta Pi Honor Society

Shelby Dufford 
B.S., Mining Engineering

Audrey Eikenberry 
summa cum laude, B.S., Electrical Engineering. 
Tau Beta Pi Honor Society

Janet Felix 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Ekaterina N. Finley 
cum laude, B.S., Mechanical Engineering: 
Aerospace

Brandon Fredrick Forsythe 
B.S., Computer Science

William Anthony Glass 
B.S., Computer Engineering; Computer Science

Caleb William Graham 
B.S., Mining Engineering

Lindy Guernsey 
B.S., Electrical Engineering. University Honors 
Scholar

Leighona Hatter 
cum laude, B.S., Civil Engineering. Student 
Leadership Honors, Tau Beta Pi Honor Society

Jenna Maree Hernandez 
magna cum laude, B.S., Civil Engineering. Tau 
Beta Pi Honor Society

Solomon Ben Himelbloom 
cum laude, B.S., Computer Science. University 
Honors Scholar, Highest Distinction

College of Engineering and Mines
Dr. William E. Schnabel, Dean



26   University of Alaska Fairbanks

Dominique Hinds 
magna cum laude, B.S., Electrical Engineering. 
Tau Beta Pi Honor Society

Andrew Seonghun Hong 
cum laude, B.S., Petroleum Engineering. Tau Beta 
Pi Honor Society

Dalton J. Hoy 
B.S., Civil Engineering. University Honors Scholar

Lisa Jacklin 
B.S., Computer Engineering

Maximus Johnson 
magna cum laude, B.S., Electrical Engineering. 
University Honors Scholar, Tau Beta Pi Honor 
Society

Mawich Kachjaani 
B.S., Petroleum Engineering

Hunter Keller 
cum laude, B.S., Mining Engineering

Jennifer Klebesadel 
summa cum laude, B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Blake Klein **
B.S., Mining Engineering

Daniel Kling 
magna cum laude, B.S., Electrical Engineering. 
Tau Beta Pi Honor Society

Benjamin Klusewitz 
B.S., Civil Engineering

Raheem Lewis 
B.S., Computer Science

Gianni Luchini 
B.S., Civil Engineering

Chloe Elizabeth Maynard 
magna cum laude, B.S., Civil Engineering. Climate 
Scholar

Margaret R. McCormick 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Heather McKenzie 
summa cum laude, B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Anthony Melkomukov 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Andrew S. Ng *
cum laude, B.S., Computer Science

Evan Oien 
B.S., Civil Engineering

Mike Ophoff 
cum laude, B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Donovan Paul 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Jessica Pennock 
B.S., Electrical Engineering

Dakota Peterson-Thompson 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Matthew Scarboro *
B.S., Civil Engineering

Eric Schram 
B.S., Electrical Engineering: Power and Controls

Ahren Kurt Spaker 
magna cum laude, B.S., Mining Engineering. Tau 
Beta Pi Honor Society

David Regan Startz *
cum laude, B.S., Electrical Engineering: Power 
and Controls

Benjamin R. Stream 
B.S., Computer Science

Cole R. Sudkamp-Walker *
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Seth Thomas 
magna cum laude, B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Daniel Orlando Vazquez 
B.S., Geological Engineering

Connor P. Verfaillie 
B.S., Civil Engineering

Beren James Vonnahme 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Tiecheng Wang **
B.S., Electrical Engineering: Communications

Evan Michael Wells 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Caleb Martin White *
B.S., Electrical Engineering: Power and Controls

Michael E. Williams-Prades 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering: Aerospace

Andrew Wilson 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering

Travis Hunter Winterton **
cum laude, B.A., Computer Science

Theng Yang 
cum laude, B.S., Computer Science

Olov Öberg **
B.S., Mining Engineering
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Katherine Marie Corliss *
M.S., Marine Biology

Claire E. Delbecq *
M.S., Fisheries

Olivia Nautch Edwards *
M.S., Fisheries

Kevin Andrew Fitzgerald *
M.S., Fisheries

Lilian Hart **
M.S., Fisheries

Mary Patricia Keenan *
M.S., Marine Biology

Madeline Lauric Lee *
M.S., Fisheries

Anastasia Maximovna Maliguine 
M.S., Marine Biology

Madeleine Grace McArthur **
M.S., Marine Biology

Kevin W. McNeel 
M.S., Fisheries

Jaide Phelps *
M.S., Marine Biology

Benjamin Rich 
M.S., Fisheries

Samuel William Rosenbaum *
M.S., Fisheries

William T. Samuel **
M.S., Fisheries

Tristan Nobel Glendenning Sebens **
M.S., Fisheries

Alexandria Sletten **
M.S., Marine Biology

Emily Stidham 
M.S., Oceanography: Biological

Baccalaureate Degrees

Samantha Rhys Allen 
magna cum laude, B.S., Fisheries and Marine 
Sciences: Marine Sciences. Climate Scholar; 
University Honors Scholar, Highest Distinction

Rachel Marie Heimke 
summa cum laude, B.S., Fisheries and Marine 
Sciences: Marine Sciences. Climate Scholar

Madelyn Diane Hoefer *
magna cum laude, B.A., Fisheries: Fisheries 
Business and Social Science

Lauren Hynes 
cum laude, B.S., Fisheries and Marine Sciences: 
Fisheries Science

Kathryn Langlois **
magna cum laude, B.A., Fisheries: Fisheries 
Business and Social Science

Sierra Virginia Lloyd 
B.S., Fisheries and Marine Sciences: 
Oceanography. University Honors Scholar

Bethany Matilda Matala *
B.S., Fisheries and Ocean Sciences: Ocean 
Sciences

Lillian Sanders Nelson 
cum laude, B.S., Fisheries and Marine Sciences

Logan Ryan Niemann **
cum laude, B.A., Fisheries: Fisheries Business and 
Social Science

College of Fisheries and Ocean 
Sciences
Dr. S. Bradley Moran, Dean
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Master's Degrees

Susan Lyn Andrews 
M.F.A., Art: Painting and Printmaking

Elizabeth Byrne Bolton 
M.F.A., Creative Writing

Kenneth Aaron Bracewell **
M.A., Justice Administration

Taylor Higgins Caslin 
M.A., Professional Communication

Benjamin D. Christian **
M.A., Arctic and Northern Studies: Individualized

Audrey Yi Coble 
M.F.A., Creative Writing

Matthew Thomas Dominick 
M.F.A., Creative Writing

Matthew Philip Ford 
M.A., Applied Linguistics: General

Karsten Hueffer 
M.A., Arctic and Northern Studies: Individualized

Miles Bradford Jordan 
M.F.A., Art: Photography and Alaska Native Art

Hannah Pauline Krieger Ney *
M.A., Arctic and Northern Studies: Individualized

Sky L. Roehl 
M.F.A., Art: Native Art and Ceramics

Baccalaureate Degrees

Lacey Rae Ackerman 
magna cum laude, B.A., Justice

Ana B. Ada 
B.A., Social Work

Dean Adelgren 
cum laude, B.A., Justice

Kyle Agustines 
summa cum laude, B.F.A., Art: Painting and 
Drawing

Taryn Aho 
cum laude, B.A., Arctic and Northern Studies: 
Environmental Studies

Erika Marie Alarcon 
magna cum laude, B.A., English

Aaron Allensworth 
summa cum laude, B.S., Psychology

Magnolia Altamirano 
B.A., Art

Jamie N. Anderson 
B.A., Social Work

Grant Anderson 
B.A., English

Steven Benjamin Anderson 
B.A., Film and Performing Arts: Theatre

Melina Nicole Arciniega *
summa cum laude, B.A., Anthropology

Nicole Lynn Arnold 
summa cum laude, B.A., English

Michael Christopher Austin *
B.M., Music Education: Music Education K-12

Alana Meriah Bailey 
B.A., English

Michelle R. Bailey 
summa cum laude, B.F.A., Art: Native Art and 
Metalsmithing

Brent T. Barnhill 
B.A., History

Becki Basile 
cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Lindsey Berg 
B.A., Linguistics; Japanese Studies

Jeffrey Screven Beyea 
magna cum laude, B.A., History

Shannon C. Bible 
B.A., Social Work

Hallee Blair 
B.A., Communication

Thomas J. Botulinski III 
B.A., Psychology

Kristal Bozeman 
summa cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Kathryn E. Brashear 
magna cum laude, B.A., Japanese Studies

Sassa E. Brink 
cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Cindy Cardenas 
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Kylee Ann Carter 
B.S., Psychology

Emily A. Cerelli 
B.A., English

Lilian Chavez 
cum laude, B.A., Political Science

Cora Lynn Clarke 
B.A., Psychology: General

Jozie Capri Cofey 
B.A., Psychology

Dagny Cunningham **
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Delaney Grace Damario 
magna cum laude, B.S., Psychology

Lakshmi Shalini Datla *
summa cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Patrice DeAsis 
B.A., Psychology

Brent Dellinger *
B.A., Political Science

College of Liberal Arts
Dr. Ellen D. S. Lopez, Dean
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Rayvan Renae Dempsey 
B.A., Social Work

Danielle Desrochers 
magna cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Elena Dimitrovski 
B.A., English

Maren McKayla Dodson 
B.S., Psychology

Joryan Dunlap 
B.A., Psychology

Nolan Earnest 
magna cum laude, B.A., Film and Performing 
Arts: Film, Marion Frances Boswell Award for 
Outstanding Bachelor’s Degree Candidate, Climate 
Scholar

Seth G. Ellanna **
B.A., Japanese Studies; English

Michaela Elliott 
magna cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Matt Aaryuk Enoch 
B.A., Yup'ik Eskimo

Erin Keylon Espinosa 
B.A., Social Work

Kaylee Victoria Findlay 
cum laude, B.A., Communication

Alexander Franck 
B.A., History

Vanya Gillette 
summa cum laude, B.F.A., Art: Painting and 
Drawing

Doris A. Girard 
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

David Glover 
magna cum laude, B.F.A., Art: Computer Art and 
Drawing

Schyler Alexis Goers 
B.A., Justice

Marina González Mazo 
B.F.A., Art: Metalsmithing and Computer Arts

Wetherleigh Griffin **
cum laude, B.A., Linguistics. Student Leadership 
Honors

Mary LaRae Grubbs 
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Garrett Guffey 
B.A., Art

Kyla Cheyenne Hammond 
B.A., Anthropology

Sunny Hemen **
summa cum laude, B.A., Communication

Savannah C. Henry **
magna cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Hannah Hess **
summa cum laude, B.A., Justice

Hunter R. Hoppe 
B.A., English

Jonathan D. Hough *
summa cum laude, B.A., Political Science

Alexis M. Huot 
B.A., Social Work

Elizabeth Teague Jackson 
B.A., Psychology

Eunice E. James 
B.A., Social Work

Tarin Shiree Jarrett 
B.A., English

Daniel Kahle 
magna cum laude, B.A., Japanese Studies

Alexander Kazense 
B.A., Political Science

Miranda Keiser 
B.A., History

Tyler S. Keith *
summa cum laude, B.A., Justice

Zachary Dean Keith 
magna cum laude, B.S., Psychology. University 
Honors Scholar, Highest Distinction

Grace Emily Ticasuk Keller 
B.A., Communication

Brianna Ketzler 
B.A., Social Work

Caitlin Masga King 
cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Krystal Bowman Kirk 
summa cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Benjamin Curtiss Knapp *
B.A., Art

Jake Knuth 
M.F.A., Creative Writing

Ella Jane Kuhn 
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Jessica S. LaBelle 
B.A., Psychology

Jade Mrin Lamoreaux **
cum laude, B.F.A., Art: Computer Art and 
Printmaking

Cierra Lance *
cum laude, B.S., Psychology

Carson Landingham **
summa cum laude, B.A., History

Iris Grace Lane Southon *
B.A., Justice

Diana Lanni 
summa cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Jesica Ann Lawson *
B.A., Justice

Danielle Marie Leota **
magna cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Samantha K. Lindenberg *
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Levi Livengood 
magna cum laude, B.A., English

Ariana Lopez 
B.M., Music Education: Music Education K-12

Brian Casimir Lorente **
summa cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Leonard Ritch Lovett III 
B.A., Justice
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Leisha Lozano 
B.A., Social Work

Flyn Ludington 
B.A., Film and Performing Arts: Theatre

Jia Jia Maas **
summa cum laude, B.M., Music Education: Music 
Education K-12

Jung Woo Maeng **
cum laude, B.A., Communication

Rachel Victoria Marquez 
B.A., Justice

Olivia Martin-Whitehair **
cum laude, B.A., Justice

Emely Martinez-Jones 
B.A., Justice

Ellie Martinson 
cum laude, B.M., Music Performance

Nikolas Vale McGraw **
summa cum laude, B.M., Music Education: Music 
Education K-12

Craig Melegari 
B.A., Japanese Studies

Hannah Elizabeth Mills *
magna cum laude, B.S., Psychology

Roquel Uluqluq Mills-Bain 
B.A., Justice

Brandy R. Mitchell **
B.A., Psychology

William R. Morrow 
magna cum laude, B.A., History. University Honors 
Scholar

Cynthia M. Nation *
B.A., Social Work

Atanaiyiq Pauline Mary Nay **
B.A., Inupiaq Eskimo

Amanda Neeley *
B.S., Psychology

Rainna A. Nelson 
B.A., Art

Jade Nodes 
summa cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Brianna Grace Norton 
cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Isabelle Alexandra Nygren 
cum laude, B.A., English

Moira Keelin O'Bryant **
B.A., Psychology

Raymond Otto 
B.A., Yup'ik Eskimo

Thomas Paige-Maciejko 
B.A., Psychology

Isaac Parker 
B.A., Psychology

Anders Parrott *
B.A., Japanese Studies

Morgan Peels **
B.A., Psychology

Camille Perez *
B.A., Psychology

Doreen Kayla Phillips 
summa cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Matthew K. Radomsky 
B.A., Psychology

Francine Brianna Tabang Rago 
cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Leah Ann Rego 
B.A., English

Jennie Paayghi Reynolds 
cum laude, B.A., Justice

Jose Eusebio Rodriguez 
magna cum laude, B.A., Art

Kiley Hisako Roher *
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Jasmyne Ross 
B.A., Social Work

Anton Rubtsov 
B.S., Psychology

Ashelyn Rude **
B.A., Psychology

Audrey Sanches 
B.A., Psychology

Ashlee Schaeffer 
B.A., Social Work

Heather Schimanski-Lee 
magna cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Jessica Marie Scott 
B.A., Psychology

Jessica Searles 
summa cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Mark W. Shimkus 
summa cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Amber Shoemaker 
cum laude, B.A., English

Ellen Charlotte-Fonda Silva 
B.A., Psychology: General

Justise Smith 
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Blake Spears **
B.S., Anthropology

Katlynne Ann Spencer 
B.A., English

Kristy Spurr 
magna cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Dallas Nicole Stephens 
B.A., Psychology

Chana Stern 
B.F.A., Art: Painting and Computer Art

Willow Rose Stewart 
cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Daniell Stromanthe **
B.F.A., Art: Drawing and Painting

Samantha Sundborg 
B.A., Social Work

Shaylise Sylvester *
B.A., Psychology

Shiloh Hernley Tarnowske 
summa cum laude, B.A., Justice



*  Summer degree recipient	 May 4, 2024  31 
** Fall degree recipient	

Bryce Christopher Tasso *
magna cum laude, B.A., Linguistics

Evan Taylor 
magna cum laude, B.A., Anthropology

Christopher Elliott Tolver 
B.A., Art. Student Leadership Honors

Maximillian Treece-Noran 
B.A., Film and Performing Arts: Film

Carena J. Tremblay 
B.A., Communication

Yuka Ungwiluk *
summa cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Natalie Varriano *
summa cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Riley Rebecca von Borstel **
summa cum laude, B.A., Film and Performing 
Arts: Theatre. University Honors Scholar, Highest 
Distinction

Alazae Apaghna Waghiyi 
magna cum laude, B.A., Social Work

Brianna Nichole Waller 
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Brendon C. Waterman **
summa cum laude, B.A., Justice

Madeline Taylor Wenzlick 
cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Julia White **
summa cum laude, B.A., Arctic and Northern 
Studies: Environmental Studies

Orren S. Wilkinson 
B.A., History

Trysh Womack 
summa cum laude, B.A., Film and Performing 
Arts: Film, Gray S. Tilly Award for Outstanding 
Nontraditional Student

Remy Wright 
magna cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Randi Wright *
summa cum laude, B.A., Social Work
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Master's Degrees

Jacob Alexander Adams 
M.S., Biological Sciences

Justice Addae 
M.S., Statistics

Naznin Sultana Akhi *
M.S., Statistics

Janelle Marie Anausuk Sharp 
M.S., Geophysics: Remote Sensing Geophysics

Derek Arnold **
M.S., Statistics

Kristian Jay Ollet Ayson 
M.S., Statistics

Harper Lee Baldwin 
M.S., Geoscience: Geography

Joshua Alexander Barna *
M.S., Geoscience: Geology

Deven Crosley Barnett 
M.S., Statistics

Kyle Blum **
M.S., Physics

Clayton L. Botkin 
O.H.M., One Health: Biomedical

Scott D. Chandler 
M.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Hannah Chapman-Dutton **
M.S., Geoscience: Geography

Marcus Cogley 
M.S., Chemistry

Austin David Cohen *
M.S., Physics

K. A. Collier **
M.S., Biological Sciences

Madison Isabelle Cook 
O.H.M., One Health: Biomedical

Chanci K. Davis **
O.H.M., One Health: Community Advocacy

Cassandra Erdman 
O.H.M., One Health: Biomedical

Randall J. Friendly **
M.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Emmanuelle Furst 
O.H.M., One Health: Biomedical

Ariel Bethany Hawks-Feldman 
O.H.M., One Health: Biomedical

Abigail Hicks 
M.S., Natural Resources and Environment

Bria D. Hiebert-Crape *
M.S., Statistics

Frances Iannucci *
M.S., Biological Sciences

Logan Toshihiro Ito 
O.H.M., One Health: Biomedical

Hannah Kerven 
M.S., Physics: Space Physics

Laura Knutsen 
M.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Brooke Kubby 
M.S., Geoscience: Geography

Luke Metherell *
M.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Thomas Joseph Meyer 
M.S., Geoscience: Geography

Iain C. Miller 
O.H.M., One Health: Biomedical

Blake Davidson Mino *
M.S., Physics: Space Physics

Joshua Monroe *
M.N.R.E., Natural Resources and Environment

Heiko Mueller 
M.S., Geoscience: Geology

Nikola Nikolic **
O.H.M., One Health: Biomedical

Noah Palmer 
M.S., Mathematics

Zackary Russell Perry *
M.S., Geoscience: Geology

Che Pascal Saunders-Shultz 
M.S., Geoscience: Geology

Abigail West Schiffmiller *
M.S., Biological Sciences

Jane Marguerite Suhey **
M.S., Geoscience: Geology

Sarah Corrine Swanson *
M.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Kyla Marie Thompson 
M.N.R.E., Natural Resources and Environment

Martha Marie Trucano Cummings **
M.S., Biological Sciences

Isaac Thomas Van Flein **
M.S., Biological Sciences

Matthew Vanagel 
M.S., Chemistry

Samantha Nashoalook Wade 
O.H.M., One Health: Community Advocacy

Laura G. Weingartner **
M.S., Biological Sciences

Jeffrey Wells 
M.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

College of Natural Science and 
Mathematics
Dr. Karsten Hueffer, Dean
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Lauren Nichole Wilson 
M.S., Geoscience: Geology

Glen Horace Woodworth **
M.S., Mathematics

Post-Baccalaureate and Graduate 
Certificates

Nathan Paul Barnes **
Gr. Cert., Applied and Computational Math

Lora Dawn May 
Gr. Cert., Geospatial Science

Joshua Monroe *
Gr. Cert., Geospatial Science

Hannah J. Myers **
Gr. Cert., Statistics

Soumitra Sakhalkar 
Gr. Cert., Geospatial Science

Laura G. Weingartner **
Gr. Cert., Science Teaching and Outreach

Baccalaureate Degrees

Kristen Abramowicz 
summa cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: 
Biomedical Science

Soren-Rain Peregrine Arrow Adair 
B.S., Physics: Computational Physics

Kaila Banister **
B.S., Natural Resources and Environment

Michael Barrera *
cum laude, B.S., Geoscience: Geology

Elizabeth Mika Barto 
B.A., Biological Sciences

Max Beiergrohslein 
B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell and Molecular 
Biology

Christian Deante Bolton 
cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Biomedical 
Science

Megan Booysen 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: 
Biomedical Science

Autumn Boyter 
B.S., Chemistry

Cynthia Song Bridgers 
cum laude, B.A., Biological Sciences

Halbe Brown 
B.S., Geoscience: Geophysics

Julie-Anne Brown 
B.S., Biological Sciences: Physiology. Climate 
Scholar

Kahryn Buchanan 
cum laude, B.S., Mathematics. University Honors 
Scholar, Highest Distinction

Lynneva Carroll **
cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology. Climate Scholar; University 
Honors Scholar, Highest Distinction

Kira M. Chapman 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Conner Cooke 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Sarah Dempsey 
magna cum laude, B.S., Wildlife Biology and 
Conservation

Emily M. Denne 
cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences

David Zechariah Ebel 
summa cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: 
Physiology

Matthew Edwards 
B.S., Mathematics

Daniel Francis Fabrizio 
magna cum laude, B.S., Chemistry

Katie Finnesand 
cum laude, B.S., Natural Resources and 
Environment

Hannah M. Fontecchio 
magna cum laude, B.S., Physics. University Honors 
Scholar, Highest Distinction

Meadow I. Galasso 
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Rodolfo Alexander Garcia-Sanchez *
B.S., Chemistry: Biochemistry

Rebecca Gerke **
cum laude, B.S., Mathematics: Statistics

Samantha Glad 
B.A., Biological Sciences: Environmental Change

Jade Goyette 
B.S., Geoscience: Geology

Lauren M. Grahek **
B.S., Biological Sciences

Gabrielle Gregory 
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Ethan L. Hack 
cum laude, B.S., Chemistry

Abigail Hall **
B.S., Biological Sciences

Sohaib Ul Haq 
B.S., Physics: Computational Physics

Michael A. Hevezi 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Joseph Hogenson 
B.S., Mathematics: Statistics

Maggie Joelynn House 
B.S., Natural Resources and Environment

Jake Robert Hubbard 
cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Biomedical 
Science

Cameron L. Hughes 
magna cum laude, B.S., Chemistry

Whitney Inman 
summa cum laude, B.S., Wildlife Biology and 
Conservation

Christopher Joon Kim **
B.A., Biological Sciences
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Arden Kincade 
B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell and Molecular 
Biology

Jorda Kovash **
B.A., Biological Sciences

Janna Louise Krieger **
B.S., Biological Sciences

Tracy Leithauser **
cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences

Teresa R. Levi 
B.S., Biological Sciences: Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology

Gabriel Eric Madore **
B.S., Natural Resources Management

Kirstin Marshall 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell 
and Molecular Biology. University Honors Scholar, 
Highest Distinction

Michael William Martins 
cum laude, B.S., Mathematics. Climate Scholar

Robin Kenuraralria Emma Danielle 
Masterman 

cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Physiology

Shannon Helene McCallum 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: 
Physiology

Hunter McTaggert *
cum laude, B.S., Geoscience: Geology

Sienna Sage Meier 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell 
and Molecular Biology

Emman Carlos J. Mendoza 
cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Biomedical 
Science

Gabriel Brian Miller 
cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell and 
Molecular Biology

Mesa Moran 
summa cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell 
and Molecular Biology

Adam Tyler Neeley 
magna cum laude, B.S., Mathematics

Isabelle Claire Chandler Nicolier 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Samantha Norris **
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences

Robert Walter Nowicki 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Rochelle Lynn Olson 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Noah Palmer 
summa cum laude, B.S., Mathematics

Karolina Pavic **
B.S., Biological Sciences

Julian M. Pender *
summa cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell 
and Molecular Biology

Seth Peters 
cum laude, B.S., Chemistry: Environmental 
Chemistry

Mallory Presler 
summa cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: 
Physiology

Jasmine Pardo Pujalte 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences

Chayce Richmond **
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Raegin Flynn Ross **
B.S., Biological Sciences

Emma Rubin 
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Jeremy Sanchez 
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Nathan Thomas Simms 
B.S., Natural Resources and Environment

Michaella Smathers **
B.S., Biological Sciences: Physiology

Catherine Smith 
summa cum laude, B.S., Natural Resources and 
Environment

Garrett M. Taylor 
B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell and Molecular 
Biology. Climate Scholar

Kaia Ainsley Victorino 
summa cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences. 
Climate Scholar

Sierra von Hafften **
B.S., Natural Resources Management

Sean P. Webb 
summa cum laude, B.S., Chemistry: Biochemistry

Shelby Weber 
cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Physiology

Eric Weis **
B.S., Chemistry

Rilee White **
summa cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences

Danielle Cottrell Wrenn **
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell 
and Molecular Biology

Malcolm Yerkes 
B.S., Natural Resources and Environment
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Master's Degrees

LeAnn Delores Bifelt 
M.A., Rural Development

Lawreen Buresch 
M.A., Rural Development

Jacquelyn Claire Cordova 
M.A., Indigenous Studies

William H. Kronick *
M.A., Rural Development

Vera May Lincoln 
M.A., Rural Development

Deven R. Lisac *
M.A., Rural Development

Charlene Lopez 
M.A., Rural Development

Jolene Nanouk **
M.A., Rural Development

Carolyn Corin Walker 
M.A., Rural Development

Post-Baccalaureate and Graduate 
Certificates

Lydia Cagluaq Agnus 
Gr. Cert., Rural Development

Antoinette May Edenshaw 
Gr. Cert., Rural Development

Amber Rose Riordan 
Gr. Cert., Rural Development

Baccalaureate Degrees

Bryana Olathe Angulo 
B.A., Child Development and Family Studies: 
Family Support

Ariel Baumgartner 
B.A., Rural Development: Human and Social 
Development

Mykayla Canzater 
summa cum laude, B.A., Child Development and 
Family Studies: Family Support

Paula Thomasa Charles **
Kuskokwim Campus, B.A., Child Development and 
Family Studies: Family Support

Casey J. Ferguson *
B.A., Rural Development: Rural Community 
Business and Economic Development Planning

Lillian Grace Gengler **
summa cum laude, B.A., Child Development and 
Family Studies: Curriculum and Teaching

Avery Edward Hoffman 
magna cum laude, B.A., Rural Development: 
Integrated Resource Management

Shaye Jensen **
magna cum laude, B.A., Child Development and 
Family Studies: Curriculum and Teaching

Mary Nilkaagugei Marks 
B.A., Alaska Native Studies: Indigenous Peoples 
in Law, Governance and Politics

Siqiniq Maupin 
B.A., Alaska Native Studies: Alaska Native 
Language

Rikki Leah McKay 
summa cum laude, B.A., Child Development and 
Family Studies: Family Support

Kristen Medici **
B.A., Child Development and Family Studies: 
Curriculum and Teaching

Rosalie M. Pavilla 
B.A., Child Development and Family Studies: 
Curriculum and Teaching

Destiny Reimers 
summa cum laude, B.A., Rural Development: 
Multidisciplinary

Kaitlynne Marie Rice 
cum laude, B.A., Rural Development: 
Multidisciplinary

Edith Marie Schliebe *
Interior Alaska Campus, cum laude, B.A., Child 
Development and Family Studies: Curriculum 
and Teaching

Marilyn Rose Sipary 
B.A., Rural Development: Entrepreneurship and 
Economic Development

Kilann Joan Tanape 
B.A., Child Development and Family Studies: 
Curriculum and Teaching

Stefanie Walker 
B.A., Child Development and Family Studies: 
Curriculum and Teaching

Annalee Victoria White 
B.A., Child Development and Family Studies: 
Family Support

Lucinda B. Conwell Wieler 
cum laude, B.A., Alaska Native Studies: 
Indigenous Peoples in Law, Governance and 
Politics

Ashley Michelle James Woods 
B.A., Rural Development: Tribal and Municipal 
Governance

College of Rural and Community 
Development
Dr. Veronica Plumb, Interim Dean
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Associate Degrees

McKenna Ross Austin *
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Jeffery John Buckley **
Interior Alaska Campus, cum laude, A.S.

Roselie A. Carroll 
 magna cum laude, A.A.S., Tribal Governance

James M. Costigan **
Interior Alaska Campus, magna cum laude, A.S.

Shaanan L. Day-Anvil 
Kuskokwim Campus, A.A.S., Human Services

Maiden Dezeeuw 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Reyvielyn Macaltoa Fausto *
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Raymond Edward Fevos *
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Jeanne M. Glaister Dewberry *
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Mandi Goddard 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Marie Lynn Greene 
Interior Alaska Campus, magna cum laude, A.A.S., 
Tribal Governance

Fritz Gunlik 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.A.S., Tribal Governance

Melanie Herbert 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.A.S., Tribal Governance

Sharla Kay Huckabey 
Interior Alaska Campus, summa cum laude, A.A.S., 
Tribal Governance

Treva Myleka James 
A.A.S., Human Services: Interdisciplinary

Katlin Boadry Kelly **
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Cassandra Ann Kroto 
Interior Alaska Campus, cum laude, A.A.S., Tribal 
Governance

Caroline Aranagiaq Lee 
Interior Alaska Campus, summa cum laude, A.A.S., 
Tribal Governance

Deloras Lozano 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.A.S., Tribal Governance

Tatum Luczon 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Sienna Sage Meier 
Interior Alaska Campus, magna cum laude, A.S.

Aihs Raven Ashley Palmer 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Patricia Jean Pretorius 
Kuskokwim Campus, summa cum laude, A.A.S., 
Human Services

Kari L. Shaginoff **
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Native Language 
Education: Athabascan

Dakota Star Sipary 
Kuskokwim Campus, A.A.S., Human Services: 
Interdisciplinary

Kristen L. Wenke *
Interior Alaska Campus, summa cum laude, A.S.

Ethan Mathieu White **
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Giovanna V. Wilde 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.A.S., Tribal Governance

Michael E. Williams-Prades 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

David Clinton Wortman 
Interior Alaska Campus, magna cum laude, A.S.

Certificates

Juanita A. Bales 
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Rural Human 
Services

Kathleen MaryAnn Herzner 
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Tribal Management

Ruth B. Imgalrea 
Kuskokwim Campus, Cert., Rural Human Services

Nicole E. James 
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Tribal Governance

Gayle A. Kildal 
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Tribal Governance

Caroline Aranagiaq Lee 
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Tribal Governance

Barbara Moore **
Kuskokwim Campus, Cert., Rural Human Services

Serena Rose Solesbee 
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Tribal Governance

Larissa Spein 
Kuskokwim Campus, Cert., Rural Human Services

Giovanna V. Wilde 
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Tribal Management
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Associate Degrees

Alyssa Haley Adams 
A.A.       

Jackson C. Aldrich *
A.A.S., Paramedicine

Robert William Alexander 
A.A.       

William Anderton 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Abigail Angaiak **
A.A.       

Annabelle R. Austin 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

McKenna Ross Austin *
A.A.       

Elizabeth Sage Louise Bacon 
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Information 
Technology Specialist: Computing Technology

Benjamin Barber **
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Process Technology

Star Lind Borseth **
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Applied Business: 
Entrepreneurship

Nathaniel Christian Brown **
A.A.S., Applied Accounting

Nicholas Bruner 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Hazel D. Brunette **
cum laude, A.A.S., Applied Business: 
Administrative Management

Kaden Caldarera **
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Tatiana Carlson 
cum laude, A.A.

Danasia Ann Cary *
A.A.       

Ana Cristal Diaz Chairez 
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Paralegal Studies

Dirk Champlin *
summa cum laude, A.A.

Anita Chase *
cum laude, A.A.

Carla Marie Clyde *
A.A.S., Applied Business: Management

Dillon Congdon 
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Applied Business: 
Management

Joseph H. Cooper 
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Information Technology 
Specialist: Network and Cybersecurity

Kyle Matthew Cross **
cum laude, A.A.S., Information Technology 
Specialist: Computing Technology

Ryan A. Cruz *
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Janeen Jo Ruge Culberston 
magna cum laude, A.A.

Andre Da Silva **
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal 
Fire Control

Trey Daily *
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Information Technology 
Specialist: Network and Cybersecurity

Vern B. Daley III 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Ashley DaMota 
A.A.S., Applied Business: Management

Jordanna Sheri David **
A.A.S., Applied Business: Administrative 
Management

Amber Nicole Dennis 
A.A.       

Eva Martha Dickson 
A.A.       

Tyra Do 
A.A.S., Construction Management

Berlinda Duchess **
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Paralegal Studies

Capra Galileo Joseph Edwards-Smith **
A.A.       

Kai-Alohi Elkins 
magna cum laude, A.A.

Mandy Ellanna **
summa cum laude, A.A.

Tristan A. Enriquez **
magna cum laude, A.A.

Shawn Paras Estelle *
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Karis Evans 
summa cum laude, A.A.

Keaton Evans 
summa cum laude, A.A.

Jordan Monroe Fairchild *
A.A.S., Paramedicine

Micaela Fisher 
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Medical Assistant

William Mark Fontana Jr. *
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Paramedicine

Jaden Daniel Frost *
A.A.S., Paramedicine

Elizabeth Fuller *
cum laude, A.A.

Amy M. Gauger 
A.A.       

Nathan Rush Gilreath **
cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control

Community and Technical College
Mr. Bryan Uher, Interim Dean
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Eli Lydon Giudice 
cum laude, A.A.

Logan Royce Glave **
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal 
Fire Control

Pearle Annan Green **
A.A.       

Kaitlin Eliza Hancock **
A.A.       

Noah Harris-Fontenot 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Lauren R. Head 
A.A.       

Ava Annette Hedrick *
magna cum laude, A.A.

Liam Michael Homka **
cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control

Alexis Houck **
cum laude, A.A.S., Dental Assistant

Roseanne Huntington 
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Applied Business: 
Human Resources

Lisa Jacklin 
A.A.       

Maryam Ehab Jaleel **
A.A.S., Aviation Maintenance

Kaylah Delayne Montoya Jarquin 
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Information 
Technology Specialist: Network and 
Cybersecurity

Alyssa R. Jemewouk 
cum laude, A.A.S., Applied Business: Management

Marisol Stephanie Jimenez *
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Dental Assistant

Christine Amelia John **
cum laude, A.A.

Julie Engfer Jones **
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Applied Accounting

Arlene Marie Kamuck 
A.A.       

Emma Alice Kasak-Ayojiak 
cum laude, A.A.S., Early Childhood Education

Grace Kaspari 
summa cum laude, A.A.

Emily Kemper **
A.A.S., Applied Business: Management

Zane Eric Kildow 
A.A.S., Construction Management

Timothy Patrick Kimmel 
A.A.       

Megan Christine Klym *
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Paralegal Studies

Kevin J. Kornack 
A.A.S., Apprenticeship Technology

Karsten Kroener 
A.A.       

Kyle Kruskie 
cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control

Bradley C. Kurtz **
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Dylan Michael Leigh 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Sandra J. Libbey **
A.A.S., Paralegal Studies

Jared Linnell 
A.A.S., Construction Management

Gabrielle C. Lizarraga 
A.A.S., Information Technology Specialist: 
Network and Cybersecurity

Gina Henry Louis 
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Culinary Arts and 
Hospitality

Sara Elizabeth Majors *
cum laude, A.A.

Mark Vincent Mangrobang **
cum laude, A.A.

Ty C. Mann-Schweigert **
A.A.S., Applied Accounting

Cesar Marcelino Mariscal *
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal 
Fire Control

Tandi Elaine Marth **
A.A.       

Olivia Martin-Whitehair **
cum laude, A.A.S., Paralegal Studies

James Maynard 
A.A.S., Information Technology Specialist: 
Network and System Administration

Christopher Mayrand 
A.A.S., Applied Business: Management

Patrick McComb *
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

William Richard McMenamin *
magna cum laude, A.A.

Ausdin James Robert McQuain 
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Information Technology 
Specialist: Network and System Administration

Laney Millar *
A.A.       

Juliana Carys Milligan 
A.A.S., Dental Assistant

David Misyura 
A.A.S., Information Technology Specialist: 
Network and System Administration, Network 
and Cybersecurity

Brandy R. Mitchell **
A.A.       

Sandra Ann Mitchell **
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Early Childhood 
Education

Toby Christopher Eugene Monroe 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Payton Moore 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Clover Moxley *
magna cum laude, A.A.

Alaa Ragheb Mutawe **
A.A.S., Culinary Arts and Hospitality
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Bambi Nelson **
A.A.S., Applied Business: Management

Asaaluk Nichols 
A.A.S., Applied Business: Management

April C. Nukusuk *
cum laude, A.A.

Heidi Ann Oberrecht 
cum laude, A.A.S., Culinary Arts and Hospitality

Jackson Carter Oldright 
cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control

Aranea Nicole Josephine Oliveira 
magna cum laude, A.A.

Karen Tocktoo Olson **
A.A.S., Early Childhood Education

Corbin Palmer *
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Aviation Maintenance

Eva M. Panruk *
A.A.       

Lynsie Nellieann Paul 
A.A.       

Helena Pedersen 
magna cum laude, A.A.

Ella M. Peterson **
cum laude, A.A.

Andrea R. Petkoff 
A.A.       

Autumn Phillip 
A.A.       

Janelle RaeAnne Pootoogooluk 
cum laude, A.A.S., Applied Business: 
Administrative Management, Joel Wiegert Award 
for Outstanding Associate Degree Candidate

Samuel Pope *
magna cum laude, A.A.

Morgan Poulsen **
A.A.       

Cassandra Rankin 
A.A.       

Blake Regan 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Angie Taylor Rich 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

John Richter 
cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control

Sharon Rida **
cum laude, A.A.S., Applied Business: 
Administrative Management

Paige Victoria Ripley 
A.A.S., Construction Management

Katrina S. Rivers *
A.A.       

Stephen Roberts 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Jeffrey Scot Ross **
A.A.S., Process Technology

Heydn Routt 
A.A.S., Paramedicine

Kylee Ruiz **
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Early Childhood 
Education

Kasey Ann Ryan 
A.A.       

Stephanie Qichaq Sampson **
A.A.S., Applied Business: Management

Joshua R. Sanders *
summa cum laude, A.A.S., Professional Piloting

Branden L. Scram *
A.A.S., Professional Piloting

Lesa D. Sears **
summa cum laude, A.A.

Tendai Seinosuke Shambare 
A.A.S., Information Technology Specialist: 
Network and Cybersecurity

Christene E.E. Sheridan *
A.A.       

Anietra L. Sherrill *
A.A.       

Mary Shier 
A.A.S., Information Technology Specialist: 
Network and Cybersecurity

Shayla Michele Silva **
A.A.S., Paramedicine

Jared Snodgrass 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Devin Stankiewicz 
cum laude, A.A.S., Process Technology

Adam Sturdivant 
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Information Technology 
Specialist: Network and System Administration

Chloe Suthard 
cum laude, A.A.

Sheryl Swarner **
A.A.S., Paramedicine

Nicholas Tallman **
A.A.S., Paramedicine

Riley Marie Tamse **
A.A.S., Dental Assistant

Wilbert James Thomas **
A.A.S., Applied Business: Entrepreneurship

Ella Thompson 
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Henry Thompson *
A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire Control

Hannah Tibbetts **
A.A.       

Alicia Mary Torok 
A.A.       

Toby Tristan 
A.A.       

Rona Maryannette Vent 
A.A.       

Sheila Dawn Vent 
A.A.S., Information Technology Specialist: 
Computing Technology

Aaron Sipin Villegas 
cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control



40   University of Alaska Fairbanks

Niklas Elliot Vlahovich 
cum laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control

Andrew William Walker *
magna cum laude, A.A.

Philip B. Wallis **
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Information Technology 
Specialist: Network and Cybersecurity

Brendon C. Waterman **
summa cum laude, A.A.

Wayne Webb 
A.A.S., Process Technology

Tatum Rose Weckwerth 
A.A.       

Robert Gregory Weeks II 
A.A.S., Information Technology Specialist: 
Computing Technology

Michaela Shayne Wessner **
A.A.S., Applied Business: Health Care 
Management

Erica Whitledge **
A.A.S., Applied Accounting

Orren S. Wilkinson 
A.A.       

Sidaadza S. Williams **
A.A.       

Micah Wilson 
cum laude, A.A.

Melanie Winkler 
A.A.       

William Wood *
magna cum laude, A.A.S., Paramedicine

Anaan Myra Woods 
A.A.       

David Clinton Wortman *
magna cum laude, A.A.

Jordyn Yost 
A.A.       

Cade Zinza 
cum laude, A.A.S., Information Technology 
Specialist: Network and Cybersecurity

Certificates

Colleen Michelle Adams 
Cert., Accounting Technician

Amber Andersen **
Cert., Applied Business Management: General 
Business

Giovanni H. Arias 
Cert., Automotive Technology

Alondra Baez-Hernandez 
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

David Reese Bahnke *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Nicholas Alan Barber 
Cert., Automotive Technology

Tyler Canyon Berg 
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Mya R. Bonwell 
Cert., Applied Business Management: General 
Business

Jamie N. Bratten **
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Marshall Brown 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Marshall Brown 
Cert., Culinary Arts

Hazel D. Brunette **
Cert., Applied Business Management: Human 
Resources

Michael Wayne Burk **
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Eathan Campbell 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Kansas Anne Casteel 
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Raymond S. Chanar 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Naomi Combe *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Nekoda Cooper 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Evan Crooks *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Shelby Davis **
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Mckinley Downing 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

John J. Ebel 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Jacob Ellenson *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Talya Encelewski 
Cert., Accounting Technician

Melissa Ann Farmer 
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Riley Lewis Fisher 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Riley Lewis Fisher 
Cert., Culinary Arts

Elizabeth Fuller **
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Gloria Gerhart **
Cert., Dental Assistant

Eric Howard Gillham 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Carlos Gonzalez 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Shane Grapengeter 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Catherine Guest 
Cert., Applied Business Management: Human 
Resources

Cyrene Angeline Guevarra Flores 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Cyrene Angeline Guevarra Flores 
Cert., Culinary Arts
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Dylan Guhrt 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Denae Michelle Hamilton-Young **
Cert., Early Childhood Education

Amber Leanne Hardman **
Cert., Accounting Technician

Valerie E. Harrison *
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Valerie E. Harrison *
Cert., Culinary Arts

Isaac Hausmann 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Kayli Hildebrand **
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Tobin Hobbs *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Isaak Walter Lawrence Hoffman **
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Tanner M. Hughes *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Maryam Ehab Jaleel **
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Hunter Jefferson *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Emmanuel Jennings 
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Malachi Oswald Jensen 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Claire J. Jones **
Cert., Medical Assistant

Latoya Cleckley Juarez **
Cert., Early Childhood Education

Wendy Kammer **
Cert., Medical Assistant

Ethan Killian 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

De'Andre-Jazz King *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Rachel King *
Cert., Medical Assistant

Marina Koonooka *
Cert., Pre-Nursing Qualifications

Emily Rose Lilly 
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Gage J. Lorring **
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Raymond D. Ludwig **
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Sara Elizabeth Majors *
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Alexander Joseph Marcos *
Cert., Drafting Technology

Tanner McGee **
Cert., Applied Business Management: General 
Business

Brittany Rose Mekiana *
Cert., Pre-Nursing Qualifications

Lupita Mena *
Cert., Medical Assistant

Sarah N. Miller *
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Tiffany K. Miller *
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Snigdha Mishra 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

McKenzie Ray Mitchell *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Sarah L. Monn *
Cert., Medical Assistant

Amy Robin Nau *
Cert., Medical Assistant

Asaaluk Nichols **
Cert., Applied Business Management: Human 
Resources

Trevor Nickisch 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Trevor Nickisch 
Cert., Culinary Arts

Heidi Ann Oberrecht 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Karen Tocktoo Olson **
Cert., Early Childhood Education

Corbin Palmer *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Arusha Hannah Kawohikukapulani 
Patterson *

Cert., Medical Assistant

Jomar A. Perez-Vargas *
Cert., Medical Assistant

Marteisha Powell-Pinckney **
Cert., Early Childhood Education

Bernadette Quinn 
Cert., Automotive Technology

Melina Regoord 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Melina Regoord 
Cert., Culinary Arts

Sharon Rida **
Cert., Applied Business Management: Office 
Administration

Ronald Steven Rider *
Cert., Instrumentation Technology

Harmony Sage Rinker 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Harmony Sage Rinker 
Cert., Culinary Arts

Paige Victoria Ripley 
Cert., Drafting Technology

Forrest Scott Rogers 
Cert., Automotive Technology

Alyana Carla Escalona Rosario 
Cert., Medical Assistant

Angelo Carlo Rosario 
Cert., Automotive Technology

Xavier Russin 
Cert., Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Than Saelee 
Cert., Accounting Technician
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Nicolas Saldivar 
Cert., Automotive Technology

Stephanie Qichaq Sampson *
Cert., Applied Business Management: General 
Business

Anna Schurman **
Cert., Pre-Nursing Qualifications

Bryan Snyder *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Kaytrina Stipe *
Cert., Airframe and Powerplant

Jacob Henderson Stone *
Cert., Airframe

Jacob Henderson Stone 
Cert., Powerplant

Bethany Swenson 
Cert., Accounting Technician

Andrew Scott Thayer 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Andrew Scott Thayer 
Cert., Culinary Arts

Cara D. Thurston *
Cert., Health Care Reimbursement

Kyle Tolentino 
Cert., Baking and Pastry Arts

Kyle Tolentino 
Cert., Culinary Arts

Corrine Linette Tritt 
Cert., Pre-Nursing Qualifications

Eleanor C. Walker 
Cert., Culinary Arts

Yotsaporn Warasit 
Cert., Information Technology Specialist

Tori Wilson-Cronk *
Cert., Medical Assistant
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Baccalaureate Degrees

Joseph Barria 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Tracy Beavers **
B.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Bernadette Louise Blair 
magna cum laude, B.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: 
General Studies

Bryce Bobb **
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Claire Rose Byer *
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Damian Alejandro Casillas **
B.A.A.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: General 
Studies

J. Pierce Charleson 
summa cum laude, B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: 
General Studies

Desiree Cleveland 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Derek Crenshaw **
B.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Emilie Entrikin 
magna cum laude, B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: 
General Studies

Kevin Jacob Foust **
summa cum laude, B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: 
General Studies

Rodolfo Alexander Garcia-Sanchez 
B.A., Ethics, Culture, and Government: 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Abigail Marie Garner 
B.A., Emergency and Reformative Services: 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Zachary A. Greenberg 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies. 
Student Leadership Honors

Ashley D. Hannah 
B.A.A.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: General 
Studies

Andrew J. Hedman *
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Tanner McGwire Howell **
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Stoyan Ivanov *
B.A.A.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: General 
Studies

Hannah Johnson *
B.A., Communication Development and 
Disorders Across the Lifespan: Interdisciplinary 
Studies

Latoya Cleckley Juarez **
B.A., Legal Studies: Interdisciplinary Studies

Jorda Kovash *
cum laude, B.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: 
General Studies

Celanise Kozarik **
B.A.A.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: General 
Studies

Alexander Woodruff Long **
magna cum laude, B.A., Ecocultural Film and 
Photography: Interdisciplinary Studies

Luis A. Lopez **
B.A., Athletic Coaching: Interdisciplinary Studies

Catherine Mack *
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Amanda K. Mallar 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Lewis David Ilanaq Martin 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Scott L. Mascher 
magna cum laude, B.A.A.S., Interdisciplinary 
Studies: General Studies

Collin Bradley Olmstead 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Edmund C. Palmer **
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Aihs Raven Ashley Palmer *
B.A., Environmental Psychology and Sustainable 
Design: Interdisciplinary Studies

Nicholas William Thomas Riley **
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Angela Rodgers **
magna cum laude, B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: 
General Studies

Joshua R. Sanders **
magna cum laude, B.A.A.S., Interdisciplinary 
Studies: General Studies

Eilish Saunders 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Tori Shoemaker 
B.A., Environmental Change and Society: 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Amy Nelson Smith 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Ethan Alan Ward Stone *
magna cum laude, B.S., One Health: 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Larissa Strunk 
B.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Stephanie Sutton **
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Division of Exploratory Studies and 
Academic Success
Dr. Trent Sutton, Dean
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Darlene Tocktoo Turner 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies: General Studies

Ashley Renee Vandevort **
summa cum laude, B.A., Indigenous Foodways 
and Heritage Reclamation: Interdisciplinary 
Studies

Quinn Verfaillie 
B.A.A.S., Interdisciplinary Studies: General 
Studies

Giovanna V. Wilde 
B.A., Alaska Native Tribal Justice and Education: 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Sidaadza S. Williams 
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies

Raven Wind 
magna cum laude, B.A., Cultural Healing Through 
Textiles: Interdisciplinary Studies

Associate Degrees

Alexandria Tecklet Bennett-Snyder **
A.A.S., Human Services Management: 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Stoyan Ivanov *
A.A.S., Emergency Services Operations 
Management: Interdisciplinary Studies

William Winter 
cum laude, A.A.S., Power Plant Management and 
Operation: Interdisciplinary Studies
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Master's Degrees

Danielle Donaldson Akana 
M.Ed., Counseling: School Counseling K-12

Jesse A. Bartlett *
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Erin Elizabeth Bernard 
M.Ed., Counseling: School Counseling K-12

Barbara Bohn *
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Ralph Rainer Bohn Sr. 
M.Ed., Education: Secondary Education

Zachary Brabazon **
M.Ed., Counseling: School Counseling K-12

Megan Coniam *
M.Ed., Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Brenton Talley Dasher 
M.Ed., Education: Secondary Education

Brianna Flores **
M.Ed., Special Education

Kristen Flowers *
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Kayla Marie Harmon *
M.Ed., Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Allison Lynn Harrington 
M.Ed., Counseling: School Counseling K-12

May Rose Huntley *
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Isabella Koumal 
M.Ed., Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Piera Larosa 
M.Ed., Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Melissa I. McCumby **
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Haley McGeorge 
M.Ed., Education: Secondary Education

Emily Moorhead 
M.Ed., Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Darcie Erin Neary **
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Natasha Rose Neilko **
M.Ed., Special Education

Christopher Shaun Nelson 
M.Ed., Special Education

Mckenzie Polsak 
M.Ed., Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Connor Dalton Miller Priest 
M.Ed., Education: Secondary Education

Zachary Alan Rover 
M.Ed., Education: Secondary Education

James Smyth 
M.Ed., Counseling: School Counseling K-12

Claire L. Swanson **
M.Ed., Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Lisa Maree Swanson 
M.Ed., Education: Secondary Education

Jillian Telnack **
M.Ed., Special Education

Wendy Ann Tinkelenberg *
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Nick Treinen *
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Karen C. Walls **
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Robert Wasko-Klink 
M.Ed., Education: Secondary Education

Rosa Marie Wright 
M.Ed., Education: People, Place and Pedagogy

Dafna Rica Ezran Young 
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Post-Baccalaureate and Graduate 
Certificates

Breena Apgar-Kurtz 
Gr. Cert., Teaching Credential-Secondary 
Education: Initial Teacher Certification Program

Marganna Josephine Avugiak 
Gr. Cert., Elementary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Susan Bick **
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Additional Endorsement

Grace Bieber 
Gr. Cert., K-12 Art: Initial Teacher Certification 
Program

Barbara Bohn *
Gr. Cert., Elementary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Ralph Rainer Bohn Sr. 
Gr. Cert., Secondary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Jeannie Cool 
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Initial Teacher Certification 
Program

Brenton Talley Dasher 
Gr. Cert., Secondary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Laura De La Garza 
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Additional Endorsement

Ryan Edwards 
Gr. Cert., Elementary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

School of Education
Dr. Amy Vinlove, Dean
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Brianna Flores **
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Initial Teacher Certification 
Program

Monica Friday 
Gr. Cert., Elementary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Pippin S. Hum 
Gr. Cert., Elementary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Haley McGeorge 
Gr. Cert., Secondary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Sookmi Moon 
Gr. Cert., Teaching Credential-Secondary 
Education: Initial Teacher Certification Program

Natasha Rose Neilko **
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Additional Endorsement

Kodi R. Oakes 
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Initial Teacher Certification 
Program

Gussie L. Olanna 
Gr. Cert., Elementary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Andrew Parker 
Gr. Cert., Teaching Credential-Secondary 
Education: Initial Teacher Certification Program

Connor Dalton Miller Priest 
Gr. Cert., Secondary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Zachary Alan Rover 
Gr. Cert., Secondary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Rylee Danielle Stanton 
Gr. Cert., K-12 Art: Initial Teacher Certification 
Program

Brian A. Stoody 
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Initial Teacher Certification 
Program

Lisa Maree Swanson 
Gr. Cert., Secondary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Jennifer Michelle Taylor 
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Initial Teacher Certification 
Program

Kimberly Topf 
Gr. Cert., Post-Baccalaureate K-12 Special 
Education Licensure: Additional Endorsement

Katherine Ann Trahanovsky 
Gr. Cert., Secondary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Caitlin VanDyke 
Gr. Cert., Elementary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Robert Wasko-Klink 
Gr. Cert., Secondary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Anastasia J. Whitaker 
Gr. Cert., Elementary Education: Initial Teacher 
Certification Program

Baccalaureate Degrees

Chayanne Allen 
cum laude, B.A., Elementary Education

Star Anania 
B.A., Secondary Education; English

Jewel Blanchard 
magna cum laude, B.A., Elementary Education

Rebecka Joymae Bowlus *
cum laude, B.A., Elementary Education

Joy Carroll 
summa cum laude, B.A., Secondary Education; 
History

Adelheid Lynette Gustafson 
B.A., Elementary Education

Tyler L. Ivanoff *
B.A., Elementary Education

Alison Kassel-Waska 
B.A., Elementary Education

Jenna Kaupp 
magna cum laude, B.A., Elementary Education

Adeline Paige Knavel 
cum laude, B.A., Elementary Education

Audrey Jean Madsen 
B.A., Elementary Education

Claine Plummer Jr. 
B.A., Elementary Education. Student Leadership 
Honors

Kristina Lynn Robinson 
cum laude, B.A., Secondary Education; Biological 
Sciences

Jesse Stickel 
B.A., Elementary Education

John Brendan Williams 
B.A., Secondary Education; History

David Bernard Williams III 
B.A., Elementary Education

Braydee Rose Zweifel 
cum laude, B.A., Secondary Education; History

Certificates

Gideon Azean **
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Susie P. Carl *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Anita Chase *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Alison Kassel-Waska *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Julia Lewis *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Tania C. Nichols *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Mary K. Nicolai *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator
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Amanda Jean Paniptchuk *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Eva M. Panruk *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Howard R. Tinker *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Christena Towarak *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator

Alice M. Tulik *
Cert., Local Knowledge Educator



Emeriti Recognition

DR. JOHN BLAKE
Director of Animal Resources Center and Attending Veterinarian, 

Emeritus
Dr. John Blake served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, research 
and service from 1988 to 2023. Dr. Blake is an outstanding teacher who offered graduate 
instruction and short courses in numerous topics in veterinary and wildlife science, and he 
served on committees for multiple graduate students.

Dr. Blake’s expertise has supported many iconic UAF research programs. His research into care 
of captive wildlife has helped restore muskox, woodland caribou and wood bison herds. His 
insights into sled dog deaths led to new prevention practices. He also developed low-stress 
techniques for wildlife restraint.

Dr. Blake, as UAF’s attending veterinarian, served all animal research facilities for more than 
35 years. He developed and directed the Animal Resources Center. He led the creation of the 
Department of Veterinary Medicine, helped create and then directed the Office of Research 
Integrity, and served as associate vice chancellor for research. He also served the university 
and Alaska in numerous other roles.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. John Blake for his 
extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.

MR. JAMES BRASHEAR
Professor of Art, Emeritus

Mr. James Brashear has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and service from 1992 to 1995 and from 1997 to 2024. Mr. Brashear has been an 
excellent teacher, using creative and innovative methods in ceramics that have attracted great 
interest from students, many of whom he advised and led toward graduate degrees.

Mr. Brashear’s efforts resulted in the creation of an outdoor kiln at UAF’s Fairbanks 
Experiment Farm, and the facility is now one of the top research sites in the U.S. for exploring 
historical applications and alternative fuels. He has been a prolific producer of ceramic pieces 
that have been exhibited at venues locally, nationally and internationally.

Mr. Brashear has hosted dozens of visiting presenters, advised the Student Ceramic Arts 
Guild, maintained all ceramics production equipment, served on numerous committees, and 
volunteered at and donated to multiple community organizations, including coordination of 
the annual Empty Bowls Project to raise money for the Fairbanks Community Food Bank.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Mr. James Brashear for 
his extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.
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MRS. CATHERINE BROOKS
Associate Professor of Rural Development, Emeritus

Mrs. Catherine Brooks served the University of Alaska Fairbanks in teaching, research and 
service from 1993 to 1996 and from 2009 to 2024. Mrs. Brooks joined the Department of 
Alaska Native Studies and Rural Development faculty in 2012. Her students rated her highly 
for her inclusive approach and recognized her as the Associated Students of UAF 2013-2014 
outstanding faculty member.

Mrs. Brooks’ interest and immersion in the Alaska Native community has led to unique 
research, including the investigation of relationships between Alaska Native people and sled 
dogs, that has expanded the understanding of rural development and influenced numerous 
scholars in the field.

Mrs. Brooks served the university not only by participating on numerous committees and 
departmental initiatives but also through her personal guidance to students, staff and faculty 
members. She served the broader Alaska community through volunteer activities, most 
notably her tireless contributions to the annual Festival of Native Arts.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Mrs. Catherine Brooks for 
her extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.

MR. MICHAEL DAKU
Associate Professor of Justice, Emeritus

Mr. Michael Daku has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching 
and service from 1991 to 2024. Mr. Daku, after earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees at UAF 
in 1981 and 1984 respectively, worked extensively in Fairbanks social services. He taught as an 
adjunct beginning in 1991 and joined the faculty in 1998. He developed and taught scores of 
courses while earning a reputation as a stellar professor.

Mr. Daku led the UAF Department of Justice through curricular changes that earned it national 
recognition as provider of one of the nation’s best online master’s degree programs in law 
enforcement administration. He helped numerous students find careers in criminal justice 
through his coordination of the justice intern program.

Mr. Daku served in the UAF Faculty Senate and on multiple UAF committees. He contributed 
his expertise outside UAF as a member of the Fairbanks Community Restorative Justice 
Initiative.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Mr. Michael Daku for his 
extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.
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DR. LAWRENCE K. DUFFY
Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry, Emeritus

Dr. Lawrence K. Duffy served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and service from 1987 to 2023. Dr. Duffy distinguished himself by his excellence 
in teaching a wide range of courses, including for the Rural Alaska Honors Institute. He 
supervised 10 students to their doctorates and 24 to their master’s degrees. He focused on 
mentoring students from underrepresented groups.

Early in his research career, Dr. Duffy and his colleagues found evidence pointing to the cause 
of Alzheimer’s disease. He advanced the understanding of methyl mercury in the food chain. 
He published 233 papers and received UAF’s Usibelli Distinguished Research Award.

Dr. Duffy served in multiple leadership roles at the university, including as faculty senator, 
department chair, interim Graduate School dean and College of Natural Science and 
Mathematics associate dean. He served the community through positions on the local mental 
health center and Alzheimer’s association boards and on the Fairbanks borough’s air pollution 
commission.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Lawrence K. Duffy for 
his extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.

DR. JON GENETTI
Associate Professor of Computer Science, Emeritus

Dr. Jon Genetti has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and service from 1993 to 1996 and from 2001 to 2024. Dr. Genetti’s exemplary 
teaching covered 28 different computer science courses during his UAF career, and he served 
as advisory committee chair for six master’s students.

Dr. Genetti is a world-renowned expert on computer graphics rendering and planetarium 
visualization. During his time at UAF, he made major contributions to shows seen by millions 
at the American Museum of Natural History’s Hayden Planetarium in New York City. His 
2003 visualization of the Orion Nebula won second place among 300 entries in a challenge 
sponsored by the National Science Foundation and Science magazine.

Dr. Genetti served as Department of Computer Science chair three times for a total of more 
than a decade, served as a member and as president of the Faculty Senate and worked on 
several additional UAF committees.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Jon Genetti for his 
extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.
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MRS. DANA GRECI
Professor of Developmental English, Emeritus

Mrs. Dana Greci served the University of Alaska Fairbanks in teaching, research and service 
from 1992 to 2023. Mrs. Greci taught a dozen different writing and English courses. Her 
excellent teaching was recognized by student-led awards, and she strove to create a nurturing 
environment for students.

Mrs. Greci conducted research into developmental reading and writing, part of which led to a 
paper that earned the National Organization for Student Success’ 2020 Outstanding Article of 
the Year award.

Mrs. Greci led curriculum development, program review and a successful national 
accreditation effort for the Department of Developmental Education. She served on the Faculty 
Senate and several of its committees. She served as an accreditation reviewer for the National 
Organization for Student Success and as a book reviewer for the National Council for Teachers 
of English. She also volunteered as a Literacy Council of Alaska tutor and the Fairbanks 
Women’s Writing Group coordinator.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Mrs. Dana Greci for her 
extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.

DR. THOMAS GREEN
Professor of Chemistry, Emeritus

Dr. Thomas Green served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and service from 2001 to 2023. Dr. Green distinguished himself by his excellent 
teaching of courses, from introductory to graduate level. He directed nine master’s and 
doctoral degree students and served on committees for many more. He expanded the organic 
chemistry curriculum and developed an innovative “green” lab course.

Dr. Green’s research has involved synthetic modifications of cyclodextrins, separation and 
detection of neurotransmitters, and creation of a new pathway for sphingosine analogues, 
which offer potential in cancer treatment and which resulted in a patent. He has 49 peer-
reviewed publications in respected  journals.

Dr. Green has served on numerous university committees. He has been a reviewer of multiple 
books and journal submissions. He served as president of the Sigma Xi research society’s 
Alaska chapter. He also served as a judge and session chair for the Alaska high school science 
symposium for more than a decade.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Thomas Green for his 
extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.
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DR. THERESA AREVGAQ JOHN
Associate Professor of Indigenous Studies, Emeritus

Dr. Theresa Arevgaq John served the University of Alaska Fairbanks in teaching, research and 
service during several periods between 1985 and 2023. Dr. John excelled at teaching first as 
an instructor and then as a member of the university faculty, where she advanced through 
multiple positions while also earning her master’s and doctoral degrees. She taught 27 
different courses and she served on numerous graduate student committees.

Dr. John conducted and published diverse research on Alaska Native knowledge systems, 
languages, arts and traditions, which she presented at dozens of conferences and meetings and 
also shared through film, video and audio productions.

Dr. John created the Tuma Theater project at UAF, contributed greatly to the annual Festival of 
Native Arts and founded several Native dance groups. She served on multiple UAF committees. 
She was appointed to multiple terms on the Alaska State Council on the Arts, and she currently 
serves as a presidential appointee to the National Advisory Council on Indian Education.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Theresa Arevgaq John 
for her extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.

DR. MARK JOHNSON
Professor of Oceanography, Emeritus

Dr. Mark Johnson has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and service from 1991 to 2024. Dr. Johnson, whose courses ranged from the 
introductory undergraduate to advanced graduate level, was recognized with his college dean’s 
teaching award in 2022. He developed a rigorous curriculum for the graduate-level physical 
oceanography course and others.

Dr. Johnson’s research in Greenland formed a foundation for studies of Arctic Ocean 
circulation. He wrote the founding proposal to create the Alaska Ocean Observing System, 
which today provides essential oceanographic data. He has investigated trends in pan-Arctic 
sea ice indicators. He also has spent many years studying Cook Inlet’s currents.

Dr. Johnson served on multiple committees, not only at UAF but also with several federal 
agencies that lead oceanographic research efforts. He was involved in early discussions 
about creating the UAF International Arctic Research Center and purchasing UAF’s first 
supercomputer.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Mark Johnson for his 
extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.
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DR. HISHINLAI’ PETER
Assistant Professor of Gwich’in Studies, Emeritus

Dr. Hishinlai’ Peter has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks in teaching and service from 
2002 to 2024. Dr. Peter maintained consistent excellence in teaching, with the highest ratings 
and praise from her students, while also earning her master’s and doctorate degrees. She 
developed UAF’s Gwich’in language courses, for which she created her own materials because 
none existed previously. In teaching, she used diverse language-learning techniques, such as 
immersion, props and culturally important practices and items.

Dr. Peter has contributed to the broader field of linguistics, making her a highly regarded 
scholar both regionally and nationally among linguists and the Indigenous language 
community.

Dr. Peter taught, in addition to her Gwich’in courses, numerous workshops and classes on the 
master-apprentice method of heritage language teaching and learning, not only at UAF but 
also elsewhere in Alaska. She has also assisted Native groups outside her own specialty as they 
revitalize their own languages.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Hishinlai’ Peter for 
her extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.

MS. HILD PETERS
Executive Officer, Emeritus

Ms. Hild Peters served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in administration 
and service in multiple roles from 1990 to 2023. Ms. Peters worked for more than two decades 
in the Office of the Provost, after which she served 16 years as executive officer with the 
College of Natural Science and Mathematics.

Ms. Peters offered her thoughtful, knowledgeable guidance to everyone from provosts to 
students. Her work was timely and of high quality, and she eagerly took on new initiatives. 
While with the provost, she was instrumental in forming policies related to faculty services. As 
the college’s executive officer, she supervised staff across several departments and disciplines, 
managed the multimillion-dollar budget, acted as development officer and served as a key 
advisor to several deans.

Ms. Peters, who earned a master’s degree in Northern studies and history in 2014, has 
volunteered as a board member with multiple community organizations, including the 
Tanana-Yukon Historical Society.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Ms. Hild Peters for her 
extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.
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DR. ARLEIGH REYNOLDS
Professor of Veterinary Medicine, Emeritus

Dr. Arleigh Reynolds has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and service from 2002 to 2024. Dr. Reynolds taught multiple graduate-level courses. 
He advised, served on committees for or mentored over 50 UAF graduate and undergraduate 
students, and he co-led a program that has involved more than 350 undergraduates in 
biomedical research. 

Dr. Reynolds’ research has focused on human, animal and environmental health connections, 
solutions to health care disparities in Alaska, and the nutrition and physiology of sled dogs. 
During his career he has produced more than 90 publications and presentations.

Dr. Reynolds played key roles in developing UAF’s One Health, veterinary medicine and 
Biomedical Learning and Student Training programs, while also serving in numerous other 
roles. He has volunteered in multiple efforts to improve veterinary care in rural Alaska and to 
support and teach sled dog care and training, while also developing his own champion race 
kennel.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Arleigh Reynolds for 
his extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.

DR. YURI SHUR
Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Emeritus

Dr. Yuri Shur has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and service from 1992 to 1995 and from 2001 to 2024. Dr. Shur has been a highly 
influential and well-regarded teacher, an invaluable mentor and, while at UAF, the chair of 
four doctoral and six master’s student committees.

Dr. Shur has had a remarkable 60-year career in engineering and research related to cold-
region soils and permafrost, starting in the 1960s in Russia and the U.S. in 1991. He has 
produced more than 50 refereed journal articles, six book chapters and more than 100 
conference abstracts and presentations. His 2007 paper on permafrost has been one of the 
most influential works in the field in recent decades.

Dr. Shur served as president of the U.S. Permafrost Association and founded its engineering 
education program. He contributed to the American Society of Civil Engineers’ Technical 
Council on Cold Regions Engineering. He also has served as a reviewer and editorial board 
member of multiple journals.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Yuri Shur for his 
extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.
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DR. DAVID VALENTINE
Professor of Ecosystem Ecology, Emeritus

Dr. David Valentine has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and service from 1996 to 2024. Dr. Valentine has an exemplary teaching record, 
covering courses ranging from the undergraduate to graduate level. He advised three doctoral 
and two master’s degree recipients and served on dozens of graduate and undergraduate 
dissertation and thesis committees.

Dr. Valentine’s research has extensively explored the changing Alaska boreal forest ecosystem, 
and he has been an author on more than 30 peer-reviewed papers and made dozens of 
presentations.

Dr. Valentine served as chair of two departments, school academic director, director of the 
Forest Soils Laboratory and a member of numerous university committees. He served as 
president of the Faculty Senate and chair of the Faculty Alliance. He has volunteered for 
scientific committees and journals, professional societies, K-12 science symposiums and fairs, 
and the board of a nonprofit educational farm.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. David Valentine for 
his extensive contributions to the state of Alaska and to the university.
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Public servant, teacher, master weaver

Della Sdaahlk’awaás 
Cheney
Della Sdaahlk’awaás Cheney is a master weaver, 
teacher and public servant who has shared her 
insights and talents with thousands of people 

across many decades, helping to sustain traditional knowledge and 
advance the well-being of Indigenous communities throughout Alaska.

Cheney, of Tlingit and Haida ancestry, was born and raised in the village 
of Kake on Kupreanof Island in Southeast Alaska. Her grandmother not 
only taught her the traditional art of weaving spruce roots and cedar bark 
but also shared the imperative to pass the knowledge to others. 

Cheney has followed that instruction by practicing and teaching in 
numerous venues across Alaska for many decades. Her materials, 
including the 2017 publication “Weaving Our World,” will serve future 
generations indefinitely. Her teaching has drawn upon both ancestral 
wisdom and contemporary concepts of environmental stewardship.

Cheney also had a distinguished career in public service. After starting as 
an administrative technician with the state of Alaska in 1982, she served 
in executive secretary positions in the Office of the Governor through the 
remainder of that decade. She earned a sociology degree at the University 
of Hawaii in 1995. She then became administrator of the Qutekcak Native 
Tribe and later the external relations coordinator for Sheldon Jackson 
College before joining the Juneau schools as an Alaska Native studies 
instructor from 2000 to 2012. 

Cheney’s artistic and cultural achievements have been recognized 
repeatedly, including through the Alaska Federation of Natives’ 2011 
Culture Bearer Award, the Juneau Arts and Humanities Council’s 2011 
Mayor’s Award, and the Central Council of the Tlingit and Haida Indian 
Tribes of Alaska’s 2017 President’s Everyday Hero Award.

Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts
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Economist, analyst, forecaster

Neal Fried
Neal Fried is a highly respected economist who 
worked for the state of Alaska for 45 years, 
producing vital data, forecasts and analytical 
reports that served not only governments but also 
private enterprises across the state.

Fried was born in Washington, D.C., in 1954. One of six boys, he moved 
with his family to Vienna, Austria, in 1960 when his father took a job with 
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization. He attended the 
American International School and learned German. Fried came to Alaska 
in 1973 to attend the University of Alaska Fairbanks, where he earned 
bachelor’s degrees in economics and history in 1978.

Fried then served as an economist for the Alaska Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development for 45 years until his retirement in 2023. 

Fried, while not acting in policymaking or political roles, became 
acknowledged for his authoritative analyses of the state’s economy and 
industries, including oil and gas, construction, transportation and health 
care. He also tracked income and wage trends, labor demand, the effects 
of military spending, the state’s rural economy and even the economic 
impact of the 1989 Prince William Sound oil spill.

Fried conveyed many of his insights through articles written for the 
Labor Department’s publication, Alaska Economic Trends. Wearing his 
signature colorful bow ties, he also presented his analyses at numerous 
conferences and organizational meetings around the state. He also 
was a frequent source of information for the Alaska media. Readers 
and audiences appreciated his ability to distill complex data into 
understandable and engaging information.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks Alumni Association presented Fried 
with its 2019 Distinguished Alumnus Award.

Honorary Doctor of Laws
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Public official, science advocate, 
entrepreneur

Mead Treadwell
Mead Treadwell has been an outspoken advocate 
for Alaska, UAF and Arctic exploration, research 
and cooperation on local, national and international 
platforms for more than 45 years. He served as 
deputy commissioner of the Alaska Department of 

Environmental Conservation from 1990 to 1994 and as a member of the 
U.S. Arctic Research Commission from 2001 to 2010, including four years 
as the presidentially designated chair. He was Alaska’s elected lieutenant 
governor from 2010 to 2014. 

In these assignments and as a private citizen, he helped found a series of 
research programs and initiatives, including the Prince William Sound 
Science Center, its federally endowed Oil Spill Recovery Institute in 
Cordova and former Alaska Gov. Walter J. Hickel’s Institute of the North. 

At the Arctic Research Commission, Treadwell advocated for Arctic Ocean 
charting, which recently resulted in the U.S. claim of 1 million square 
kilometers of extended continental shelf. The commission sponsored 
the Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment, which led to oil spill and search 
and rescue agreements in the Arctic and adoption of a mandatory polar 
shipping code by the International Maritime Organization. He pushed 
for research to help preserve Alaska Native languages and create an 
Arctic human health research plan. Treadwell also helped establish a 
permanent polar regions advisor in the White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. He was instrumental in securing construction of the 
research vessel Sikuliaq, which UAF operates.

Treadwell has authored several publications on Arctic and security 
policy, and he lectures extensively on Arctic issues around the world. 
His research focuses on strategic and defense issues facing Alaska and 
the Arctic, managing Alaska’s shared resources, and integrating Arctic 
transport and telecommunications.

Honorary Doctor of Science
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Meritorious Service Award

Sarah Keller
For her advocacy and service on behalf of the 
university

Sarah Keller has been a valued member of the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks community for 
decades, first as a student and later as a volunteer 
and donor.

Keller came to Alaska in 1978 to study how birds use 
estuaries. While working for the Alaska Department 

of Fish and Game, she earned a master’s degree in natural resources 
from UAF, graduating in 1990. Raising two daughters, she volunteered 
in schools, starting as an officer with the Fairbanks Montessori School. 
For more than two decades, she helped organize Fairbanks school science 
fairs, recruiting UAF scientists to serve as judges.

Keller is an officer on the KUAC Friends Group board of directors and 
volunteers on-air during fundraising events. She is a member of the 
UA Museum of the North advisory council. In addition to their longtime 
support of UAF athletics, she and her husband, Cary, have made a 
significant gift to UA’s teacher education programs. She supports the 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at UAF, as well as charitable, artistic 
and scientific organizations across the Fairbanks community.
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Meg Nordale 
For her leadership and advocacy on behalf of the 
university

Meg Nordale has been a vital advisor to and 
supporter of the University of Alaska Fairbanks for 
decades, following a long family tradition of public 
service to Alaska.

Nordale’s  great-grandfather, two great-uncles 
and father served as Fairbanks city mayor during 
the past century. Her grandfather also served in 

the Alaska Legislature, and her grandmother was a delegate to the Alaska 
Constitutional Convention.

Nordale grew up in Fairbanks but left to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration from the University of Denver in 1982. After 
returning to Fairbanks, she worked in insurance and risk management. In 
1994 she joined GHEMM Company, a Fairbanks-based general contractor 
in commercial construction, and became the company president in 2015. 
She and her husband, Bob Schruf, have six adult children.

Nordale serves on the UAF chancellor’s board of advisors and chairs 
the UA Foundation’s board of directors. She recently led a statewide 
committee of academic and industry experts seeking to enhance 
construction management training to meet Alaska’s workforce demands. 
She is an active KUAC volunteer, and GHEMM provides matching gifts to 
the station during fundraising events. 

Meritorious Service Award
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Academic Traditions

For centuries, pomp and circumstance have added color and dignity to the 
recognition of scholastic achievement. Modern academic dress evolved from caps 
and gowns worn in medieval universities, which were agencies of the church. 
Academic gowns distinguished university personnel from townspeople who also 
wore gowns for daily dress. The costumes of doctors and lesser clerics were not as 
elaborate as those prescribed for officials, but they were distinctive nonetheless. 
In the United States, standards developed at the end of the 19th century allow the 
observer to identify more about the scholar. 

Gowns
Three types of black gowns may be distinguished in UAF’s academic procession. 
Certif﻿icate, associate and baccalaureate gowns have long, pointed sleeves. Master’s 
gowns have oblong sleeves with an arc cut away in the front. Doctoral gowns are 
faced with velvet and have bell-shaped sleeves with three bars of velvet.

Hoods
UAF’s master’s and doctoral degree candidates receive hoods, signifying they have 
gone beyond the bachelor’s degree to a higher level of academic achievement. 
UAF’s colors are blue and gold, and these colors line the inside of each hood. The 
velvet trim signifies the scholar’s field of study.

Mortarboards
The square Oxford cap, or mortarboard, is black and has a long tassel fastened to 
the middle of the top. You may notice the University of Alaska regents and some of 
the faculty wearing soft beret-style caps, a custom at some colleges. 

For undergraduates receiving their first degree, the tassel is customarily worn on 
the right side and shifted to the left after receiving the diploma. At UAF, a blue and 
gold tassel is worn by all recipients of certificates and associate, baccalaureate and 
master’s degrees. Gold tassels are worn by those earning doctoral degrees.

The mortarboard gets its name from its similarity to the small square board used 
by bricklayers to hold mortar. An academic legend tells of a wise old Greek who 
dressed his graduating students in mason’s sackcloth robes and mortarboards 
because, he said, “Their destiny is to build. Some will build cities; some will build 
lives — perhaps one of them will build an empire; but all will be builders on the 
solid foundation of knowledge.”
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University Mace
Bodyguards of French and English monarchs carried ceremonial war clubs, or 
maces, in the Middle Ages. Later, the mace became a symbol of office in academic 
pageantry. At UAF, the commencement grand marshal carries the University 
of Alaska mace to the stage. The University of Alaska Alumni Association 
commissioned the mace in 1967 from art professor Ron Senungetuk, who created it 
from silver, jade and rosewood.
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#uafgrad2024

T H E  A L A S K A  F L A G  S O N G
Music by Elinor Dusenbury 

Words by Marie Drake and Carol Beery Davis

Alaska Flag Song © 1985 UA Foundation.  
The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities.  

Eight stars of gold on a field of blue, 
Alaska’s flag, may it mean to you;  

The blue of the sea, the ev’ning sky, 
The mountain lakes, and the flow’rs nearby;  
The gold of the early sourdough’s dreams,  
The precious gold of the hills and streams; 

The brilliant stars in the northern sky, 
The “Bear,” the “Dipper,” and shining high, 
The great North Star with its steady light, 

O’er land and sea a beacon bright, 
Alaska’s flag to Alaskans dear, 

The simple flag of a last frontier.

A Native lad chose our Dipper’s stars 
for Alaska’s flag that there be no bars 

among our cultures. Be it known 
through years our Natives’ past has grown 

to share our treasures, hand in hand, 
to keep Alaska our Great Land. 

We love the northern midnight sky, 
our mountains, lakes and the streams nearby; 

Our great North Star with its steady light 
will guide our cultures clear and bright 

with Nature’s flag to Alaskans dear, 
The simple flag of a last frontier.

We  ack no w ledg e  the 

Alaska Native nations upon 

whose ancestral lands our 

campuses reside. In Fairbanks, 

our Troth Yeddha’ Campus is 

located on the ancestral lands  

of the Dena people of the  

lower Tanana River.

UA is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, educational institution and provider and prohibits
illegal discrimination against any individual: www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination.
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