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Imagine a Creature Collage 
Space scientists continue the search for signs of life on other planets. Get 

creative and imagine your own planet and creature! 

Materials Needed: 

Paper plate (or a circle cut out of cardboard 
or cardstock), printout of creature 
appendages (or draw your own), colorful 
paper, scissors, glue, markers or crayons. 

Instructions: 

Hint: Cut out creature body parts ahead of time 

for young children to assemble more easily. 

Step 1: Prepare your planet: Color the back of your paper plate or circle with 
markers or crayons. 

Is your planet blue and green like the Earth, or is it a different color? What it is made 
of? How far is it from Earth? Tell a story about your planet! 

Step 2: Build a creature that could survive on your planet. Cut or tear pieces 
of paper to make a body. Choose your legs, arms, or antennae, and glue 
them onto the body. With a marker, add eyes, mouths, ears, hair, and noses, 
if needed. 

What does your creature eat? Where does it live? How big is it? Tell a story about your 
creature! 

Step 3: Glue your creature on your planet! 

Life on Earth comes in an amazing variety of  
forms, including animals, plants, bacteria,  
fungi, and more. Add different forms of life  
to your planet! 

  Fruticose lichen. 
Wikimedia Commons. 

Pompeii worm. 
Wikimedia Commons. 
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Imagine a Creature: Appendages for Printing 
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Searching for Life Beyond Earth 
Life on another planet could look very different 
from life on Earth. Space scientists have not found 
evidence of life in places other than Earth, but 
they continue to search. NASA scientists look for 
water as a clue to find life elsewhere. 

Europa, one of Jupiter’s moons, is covered in an icy 
crust. NASA scientists have found evidence that 
there is a liquid ocean underneath! Could this be a 
place where life exists?  Artist's concept of oceans 

on Europa. NASA/JPL. 

Space scientists and engineers work on 
making new tools to explore for signs of 
life in space. Mars rovers could explore 
the surface of Mars and bring back 
samples to Earth! 

Testing Mars rovers. NASA/JPL-Caltech. 

Conditions on other planets could be too extreme for 
humans to survive. However, some life on Earth has 
adapted to live in extreme conditions. Some of these 
extremophiles can survive freezing, extreme heat, 
complete darkness, extreme acidity, and even space 
travel! Scientists study extremophiles and their 
environments to predict what kind of life might be 
found on different planets. 

Wood Frog. 
Wikimedia Commons. 

Discover more about extremophiles: 
www.nisenet.org/sites/default/files/catalog/uploads/ExSci_Space_ImaginingLife_cards_2up.pdf 

When you imagine life on another planet, you’re thinking 
like a scientist! All scientific breakthroughs involve creativity. 
When we use our imaginations, it helps us understand what 
alien worlds might look like, and what kind of life might 
survive there. 

http://www.nisenet.org/sites/default/files/catalog/uploads/ExSci_Space_ImaginingLife_cards_2up.pdf



