Audio clip: UAF Oceanographer Mark Johnson describes the fortifications made to Amchitka during World War II, when Japanese forces invaded nearby Kiska and Attu islands.


JOHNSON 12:16 "The most interesting thing we saw were the rommel spikes--those are steel spikes that stick out of the ground on a slant. The idea I supposed was that if there were invaders charging up they would fall on these large spikes and impale themselves. Kind of a gruesome thing to see them. They were still pretty sharp and they were all rusted. We were all warned not to step on these. The diabolical aspect is that there were two kinds, ones you could see because they were a meter or so sticking out of the ground. But in addition to the highly visible ones there were others six or eight inches high…..those would easily go through a boot. Seeing all of that made us very aware of the history here, and it was neat to be a part of it. There were dug-in bunkers and small gun turrets were rusting. There was an air of history there. It was fun and exciting."

