The Alumnus, Spring 2016—content
Lead story on front page with three pics:
Alumni & friends gather in Anchorage 
A crowd of 70 alumni and friends turned out in Anchorage for a pre-game tailgate before the Nanooks took on the Seawolves, and won, at the Governor’s Cup hockey game Dec. 12. Thanks to the Southcentral Chapter of UAFAA for co-hosting this event, held at the UAF’s Cooperative Extension Office in Anchorage, just two blocks from the ice at the Sullivan Arena.
(Photos and cutlines)
(Photo 1 cutline, group of three at food table): Teri Naylor, Minnie Naylor `08 and Chloe Naylor enjoy pizza, snacks and a raffle for UAF swag during the pre-game tailgate on Dec. 12. 
(Photo 2 cutline, Chancellor Powers vertical shot, addressing crowd): Chancellor Mike Powers welcomes the group and notes: “The single most effective way you can show your Nanook pride is to join the UAF Alumni Association.” Thank you, Chancellor Powers. We agree!
(Photo 3 cutline with cute little girl): Rachel O’Donoghue, alumni director and Rachel’s mom Kate Ripley `11, and UA President Emeritus Mark Hamilton enjoy the festivities before the game.
____________________________________________________________________________
(Secondary story on front page)
UAFAA transitions to online voting  (no pic)
The UAF Alumni Association is transitioning to online voting this year for its board of director elections. Members in February will receive an email with a unique ID and password directing them to a secure website, where they'll cast ballots that will be securely tallied. The deadline for balloting will be March 31.  
The move will cut costs by two-thirds, eliminating postage and printing, and increase participation as most UAFAA members use email. Members without a valid email address on file will receive a printed ballot this year only, which also must be postmarked by March 31 to be counted. Next year, elections for the UAFAA will be held entirely online.  Questions? Call the alumni office at 907-474-7081 or toll-free at 800-770-2586.  To find a complete list of candidates running for this year’s election, please go to our website at www.uaf.edu/alumni, or wait for your personal email or letter with the ballot later this month. You must be a current member to vote in UAFAA elections. 
______________________________________________________________________________
(probably inside on pg. 2 or 3, column from me w/ mugshot )
From the Executive Director’s office 
Happy New Year! UAF alumni and friends are hard at work on a number of fronts, hitting the (still frozen) ground running in 2016! 
We're hosting community receptions this spring once the Chancellor Search Committee finalizes its list of candidates for the permanent chancellor position. Dates, times and venues will be shared as soon as we know them. With 11 UAF alumni serving on the search committee, led by retired provost Paul Reichardt, we're confident we'll see some wonderful candidates on campus. For more information on the chancellor search, please visit www.uaf.edu/chancellor/search.
Volunteer team of alum advocates are heading to Juneau in late February/early March along with the Coalition of Student Leaders. With the challenging state budget situation, legislators have tough choices ahead. We know cuts must be made, but cuts alone won't solve the problem. Among many concerns I hear from alumni, chief among them is the empty engineering building sitting on the edge of campus while students are crunched for space next door in Duckering.  For a relatively small investment we can keep work progressing and get students in that building by UAF's Centennial celebration in 2017. The private fundraising campaign for the building's fourth floor is ongoing and gaining momentum. For more about the legislative fly-in, called UAF Impact, you can visit our webpage at www.uaf.edu/alumni and click on the “advocacy” button on the left-hand menu.
Budget challenges aside, we're excited about upcoming alumni and friends events in Juneau, San Francisco and DC. The alumni office is always buzzing with activity, and even more so when we're hosting our student phonathon, which starts up again later this month. 
UAF alumni continue to be vibrant partners and advocates for our alma mater, a recent example of which is becoming sponsor of Chancellor's Gala and being the lead sponsor of the Centennial Re-dedication of the Cornerstone last summer. Our membership increased 14 percent this past year, a healthy move in the right direction, but we need more alum to join, so please share this newsletter and some of the good work we’re doing with your alumni friends. An organized and caring community of alum can make a difference for UAF and future students.
Go 'Nooks!
Kate Ripley `11 MA
Director, Alumni Relations & Executive Director, UAFAA
______________________________________________________________________________


UAF alumni named to Top 40 Under 40 list (no pic)
The Alaska Journal of Commerce came out with its annual Top 40 Under 40 list, which includes the following UAF alumni: Matt Carle ’00, Alaska Native program director for the Alyeska Pipeline Service Co., Anchorage.; Bill Bailey ’06, community and communications manager for Alyeska, Fairbanks; Brix Hahn ’14, event director for the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce; Erin Harrington ’05, executive director for the Salmon Project, Kodiak; and Tom Marsik ’07, professor and program head of sustainable energy at the UAF Bristol Bay Campus. Dillingham. Congratulations to our awesome alumni! 
____________________________________________________________________________
Thank you to our generous UAF alumni and friends (no pic)
Alumni and friends support UAF with their own gifts of support, targeting the areas most meaningful to them. See the latest in the Chancellor's Report on Philanthropy at https://www.uaf.edu/giving/impact/report/2015-Fall-CRP-Web.pdf. 
A special thank you to alumnus Joe Nava `65 `70, who recently gave a generous gift in the name of the UAF Alumni Association to the Joe Nava Shooting Scholarship.
We'd also like to thank everyone for their generous contributions to the UAFAA's Benefactor Fund this year (see sidebar for list), which reached a record level of nearly $16,000. Each year, the UAFAA board of directors draws upon the Benefactor Fund to provide grants to enhance campus and student life, for items such as new furniture for the Wood Center, the time and temperature sign along Alumni Drive, trail improvements and other support that puts campus and students front and center. Thank you to all of our generous alumni and friends for making this program possible.      
2015 - 2016 Alumni benefactors (Sidebar to go w/ above blurb)
Gold Level
Donations of $1,000 or more
· Aftab Khan ’88
· James Pruitt ’73
· Terry ’63 & Meeta Thomas
· Jeremy ’92 & Kristin Vermilyea
· William ’64 & Helga (Martic) Watterson
· Kenneth Weaver ’88

Blue Level
Donations of $500-$999
· Tom ’79, ’81, ’10 & Mary ’80 Albanese
· Frank Matulich ’76
· Bob ’90, ’98 & Heather ’96 Mitchell
· Pete Pinney ’88
· George ’98, ’98 & Chris Plumley
· Barbara ’67 & Norman Richards
· Usibelli Foundation
· Joseph Usibelli ’59, ’96 & Peggy Shumaker

White Level
Donations up to $499
· Robert Alexander ’90 & Becky Stemper ’86
· James ’82, ’83 & Kathleen Balko
· Bob ’71 & Joan Bundtzen
· Art ’53 & Helen Cort
· Edward Cox ’47
· Jim Dixon ’90, ’91 & Barbara Day
· Wayne Donaldson ’80
· Hilary Freeman (Matric)
· Anthony Gasbarro ’79
· Warren Griese ’68, ’76, ’78
· Bowman Hinckley (Matric)
· Doug ’54 & Anne ’53, ’61 Huber
· Cynthia Klepaksi ’80
· Jerry & Donna Krier ’64
· Rosalie L'Ecuyer ’95
· Edward Lewison ’51 & Constance Hayes (Matric)
· Robert Marovelli ’50
· Sheryl ’08 & Jeff ’91 Meierotto
· Takeshi Ohtake
· Maureen O'Neill ’69
· Dave ’89 & Mary Rausch
· Terry ’63 & Nancy ’67, ’77 Reece 
· Kate Ripley ’11
· Kay ’54 & George ’55, ’92 Schaller
· Tom ’69 & Maria ’69 Small
· Tim Stallard ’99, ’04
· Emiko Strandberg ’70
· UAFAA Fairbanks Chapter
· Wilson ’77 & Priscilla Valentine
· Bruce Walling ’78, ’92
· Arlene ’61 & Fred ’73 Walters
· Rachel Ward ’14
· Rose Welton ’84
· Gay Ann White ’71, ’81
· Sally ’62 & Richard ’08 Wien
· Blair ’61 & Mary Wondzell
For more information, go to http://www.uaf.edu/alumni/get-involved/benefactor/
_____________________________________________________________________________
Upcoming events - Save the Date 
Feb-March, UAFAA election for Board of Directors
Feb. 13, Chancellor's Gala, Fairbanks. This event is sold out! 
Feb. 27 - March 1, "UAF Impact" volunteer legislative fly-in, Juneau
March 5, Governor's Cup pre-game reception, UAFAA members and invited guests, Fairbanks
March 12-19, Arctic Science Summit Week, Fairbanks. All alumni invited
March 24, Alumni & Friends with UA President Jim Johnsen, San Francisco
April 19, Alumni & Friends with UA President Jim Johnsen, Washington DC 
April 29-30, UAFAA Board of Directors spring meeting (new board members seated)
April 30, Grad Bash at the Pub for 2016 grads, Fairbanks
May 8, Commencement and alumni reception for graduates and family, Carlson Center, Fairbanks
June 10, Wine Tasting and Silent Auction to support student scholarships, on the Riverboat Discovery, Fairbanks
Aug. 8, Mariner's event for alumni and friends, Seattle. Save the date. Tickets will be on sale this summer
September TBA, Nanook Rendezvous Reunion and Alumni Awards Banquet
Fairbanks to host 2017 Arctic Council meeting (no pic, or maybe generic arctic pic?)
Fairbanks and the University of Alaska Fairbanks have been selected to host the Arctic Council’s next ministerial meeting in 2017, U.S. special representative Adm. Robert Papp announced in late January. 
Arctic Council ministerial meetings are held every two years to mark the transfer of the council chairmanship. The 2017 meeting will mark the end of the chairmanship for the United States and the beginning of a two-year term for Finland.
The Arctic Council includes the United States, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia and Sweden. The intergovernmental forum allows nations in the Arctic to discuss and coordinate Arctic policy.
The Arctic Council has held its ministerial meeting in Alaska once before. Barrow hosted the event in 2000.
The announcement follows a previous announcement that the 2016 Senior Arctic Officials conference meeting would take place March 15-17 in Fairbanks during the Arctic Science Summit Week. The Senior Arctic Officials meetings take place every six months.
“We appreciate Admiral Papp and the U.S. Department of State’s decision to choose Fairbanks as the location for this important international Arctic meeting,” said UAF Vice Chancellor for University and Student Advancement Mike Sfraga, who will serve as UAF’s representative to the ministerial planning efforts. “We appreciate the steadfast support of Sen. Lisa Murkowski, who has tirelessly promoted Fairbanks and UAF as the community for this prestigious meeting.”
 ___________________________________________________________________________
If room, then this:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Arctic Science Summit Week has something for all (if you need art, maybe something from their website?)
UAF alumni with an interest in the Arctic are invited to participate or volunteer during Arctic Science Summit Week, March 12-18 in Fairbanks, says Dr. Scott Rupp `98 and coordinator for the massive event. Arctic Science Summit Week is the annual gathering of international scientists and policymakers who advance Arctic research. Through separate but related meetings and events, the Summit provides opportunities for international coordination, collaboration and cooperation in all fields of Arctic science. There are numerous opportunities for alumni to engage in the week’s program. For a listing of public events, please go to https://assw2016.org/assw-program/public-events. 


If room, then this:
Tell your stateside friends about UAF (no pic, or maybe Summer Sessions logo if room)
Alaska dreaming? Study at UAF in summer 2016 and you’ll get your plane ticket covered from Seattle! UAF Summer Sessions & Lifelong Learning is offering you the trip of a lifetime!
Spend a minimum of six weeks studying in Alaska. For more information, visit Summer Sessions’ website at http://www.uaf.edu/summer/alaska/. 
_________________________________________________________________________
Last page:
Affinity Partner Spotlight: GEICO (w/ GEICO photo)
Make 2016 a year of savings. UAFAA members could receive a special discount on GEICO auto insurance.  GEICO offers great rates and high quality auto insurance to over 13.5 million policyholders across the United States. Visit geico.com/alum/uafaa, call 1-800-368-2734 or stop by a local GEICO office to find out how much you could save today. Be sure to mention that you are a UAFAA member to be eligible for the special savings. If you already have a GEICO policy, contact GEICO to see if you qualify for the UAFAA member discount.
Last page: Foldover with space for address and return address

2 Blurbs somewhere, if you can fit them in somehow:
Did you know dependent children of alumni are eligible for a nonresident tuition waiver, no matter where they live? It’s the deal of a lifetime. For more information, please contact the office of the Registrar and Admissions at admissions@uaf.edu or 800-478-1823. 
Have you moved? Update your alumni information at http://www.uaf.edu/alumni/update_info/. Has something monumental happened to you, such as a new spouse, new job, new child or fabulous adventure? Send us a class note at http://www.uaf.edu/alumni/classnotes/ and we’ll make sure to share it with the Aurora magazine for alumni and friends.  
