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Hire fliers
Pilots keep roadless communities con-
nected with the rest of Alaska, so here’s a dip 
of the wing to the new aviation wing and flight simulator at 
the Chukchi Campus.

“Homegrown pilots know the local terrain and weather 
conditions,” says Director Asik Pauline Harvey. “And we will 
be training local pilots for aviation jobs in this region.”

The $1.8 million construction and renovation project 
was funded by the U.S. Department of Education and 
included renewable energy systems to reduce operating 
costs. Chukchi Campus also provides training in renewable  
energy techniques.

First woman graduate 
honored
The name “Life Sciences Facility” is accurate, but 
it’s not very evocative. Now the building where the 
life sciences are studied and taught has a name that 
evokes both history and science: the Margaret Murie 
Building. The first woman to graduate from the 
University of Alaska, in 1924, Margaret Murie was a 
conservationist and the author of Two in the Far North, 
which recounted the travels and work she undertook 
in Alaska with her husband, biologist Olaus Murie.

Bison Bob
He died some 40,000 years ago, but Bison Bob’s a big 
beauty to UAF researchers Pam Groves and Dan Mann. 
They were paddling by an eroding bank on a northern 
Alaska river on an assignment for the Bureau of Land 
Management when they spotted the skull of a steppe 
bison sticking out of the mud. For four days, they exca-
vated a nearly complete skeleton of the animal, which 
still had some of his reddish-brown fur preserved in the 
frozen muck. Read more at http://bit.ly/bisonbob.

A lung long time ago
The most ancient life forms breathed 
underwater. So what made our ancestors come up for 
air? UAF researchers think they’ve identified the founder 
of our lung legacy. The story’s a little complicated and too 
long to be a brief, but it involves coughing lampreys, and 
who doesn’t want to learn more about coughing lampreys? 
Get a breath of fresh insight into our oxygenating ways at 
http://bit.ly/lampreylung.

Icelandic ideas
Four students, five days and a whirlwind 
tour of Iceland. Looking for possible Alaska 
applications, the students visited geothermal and 
hydropower plants, an aluminum smelter, and even 
a mushroom production facility. The students got 
help from mentors at UAF’s Alaska Center for Energy 
and Power to do research through interviews and site 
visits. The trip was coordinated by the Institute of 
the North, a nonprofit organization that studies and 
promotes Alaska’s role in the Arctic.

Wealth of words
Naqenaga Niłnghazdlu is a Dena’ina phrase that 
means “our words (or language) brought together.” Stories, 
dictionaries, photographs, recordings and other material 
documenting the language and culture of the Denai’na and 
other Alaska Native peoples have been brought together 
in the recently dedicated Michael E. Krauss Alaska Native 
Language Archive in the Rasmuson Library. Moving the 
materials from the Alaska Native Language Center to
the library will allow for better preservation of and access to 
these important resources.
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the journalism of the past, in 
which journalists told the public 
what the journalists thought was 
important, and the journalism of 
today, in which news consumers 
engage on a level that makes 
them active participants in the 
news process.

With the web, KTOO 
producer Bryant says, “there’s an 
element of people being able to 
participate immediately in what 
I’m doing. Now it’s become a 
dialog. And that’s a great way for 
journalism to be heading.”

Reporting the future
In his essay “Newspapers and 
� inking the Unthinkable,” 
media theorist Clay Shirky 
explores this new future for 
journalism. � e Internet, he 
writes, is no less a revolution 
than Guttenberg’s printing 
press. While everyone now 
knows that the rami� cations 
of movable type extended far 
beyond the printed word, what 
no one talks about is what life 
was like immediately a� er the 
printing press became a reality. 
Shirky points out that it was a 
chaotic time � lled with upheaval, 
con� ict and rapid change. In 
answer to the question about 
what will work for journalism 
now, Shirky writes, “Nothing 
will work, but everything might.”

Casey Grove graduated from 
UAF with a job o� er in hand — 
at a mine. Days before he was set 
to begin he got another job o� er, 
this one from the Anchorage 
Press. � e Press o� ered him 
signi� cantly less money. Grove 
didn’t hesitate.

“It seemed fun,” he says. “It 
seemed like a lot more fun than 
going mining. It was like an 
adventure.”

“Because Alaska is so rich with 
stories, I think young journalists 
are getting a chance to cover 

stories that they wouldn’t 10 or 
20 years ago.”

Today’s journalists and 
journalism graduates face a job 
market signi� cantly di� erent 
from that of 20 years ago. 
Traditional newsroom jobs like 
Grove’s, who now works at the 
Anchorage Daily News, are more 
di�  cult to � nd.

“We’re in some really confused 
seas right now,” Loy says. “It’s 
a weird time. It’s especially 
befuddling to those of us who 
grew up, at least in terms of 
our careers, in a steady, stable 
environment.”

But if “everything might” 
work, it’s also an exciting 
time. Loy maintains a blog 
called Deckboss. He regularly 
reports news on Alaska’s � shing 
industry. He doesn’t make 
money from the blog, he says, 
but “some of us are natural born 
newspeople. We’re gonna tell the 
news, by God, whether we’re paid 
to or not.”

“� e new generation of 
journalists needs to have an 
entrepreneurial spirit,” says 
Mason, the journalism professor. 
“Today’s students aren’t going to 
go into jobs that exist right now. 
� ey’ll make their own way.”

� at entrepreneurial spirit 
is a lot like what Alaskans 
call the pioneer spirit. As the 
state enjoys its tenure in the 
media spotlight, Alaska will 
continue to draw those seeking a 
singular experience, personally 
and professionally. � at may 
make Alaska journalism more 
adaptable than Lower 48 
newsrooms grappling with the 
same issues.

“I think a lot of journalists 
go to Alaska for the adventure 
and then they stay,” says Libby 
Casey, who now works as a host 
and producer for C-SPAN’s 
Washington Journal. “� ere are 

some compelling, interesting and 
rewarding stories in Alaska.”

High-caliber journalists from 
across the country work in small 
Alaska newsrooms by choice, 
Casey says. � at’s one thing that 
won’t change any time soon. 
Alaska’s glaciers, open spaces, 
mountains — and mountainous 
personalities — will continue 
cast a wide net, capturing the 
dreams of journalists Outside 
and homegrown, novice and 
seasoned.

“I’m still excited about coming 
to work each day,” Boyce says. 
“It’s still a fun biz. I get to learn 
new things as an individual. 
We’re always exploring.”

� ough the way Alaska 
journalism looks might change, 
people will always be curious. 
And people will always want to 
tell Alaska’s stories.

“I look forward to continuing 
to add more people,” Hop� nger 
says of Alaska Dispatch’s future. 
“� e fun part is being able to 
do bigger and better stories. 
All of us, as journalists, want 
to contribute something to the 
conversation.”

“I get to bother people who 
should be bothered, and I get to 
tell good stories at the end of the 
day,” Grove says. “You can’t ask 
for much more than that.” 

Lynne Lott teaches journalism at 
UAF. She came to Alaska in 1997 
seeking journalistic adventure and 
never left. 

Get the UAF Mobile app
in the App Store.
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http://www.uaf.edu/aurora/



