Happy Holidays!   Have you considered checking out Chukchi College lately? An exciting new journalism course is being offered this spring entitled “JRN 393: Reporting on Your Life Through Memoir” taught by Susan Andrews.  People interested in writing autobiographies are encouraged to register. 
 Our strategic planning initiatives lead by Director Pauline Harvey, have increased our offerings and impact to the Northwest Arctic.  ARIGAA TAIKUU, to the Chukchi Campus Advisory Council, administration, staff, faculty and adjuncts who work hard to make our initiatives a reality.
 We recently had a visit from UAF Chancellor Brian Rogers and Acting Executive Dean Pete Pinney from Fairbanks who discussed the Universities “Shaping Alaska’s Future” initiative.  This initiative includes student achievement and attainment, partnerships with schools, public and private entities, research initiatives, and accountability.  Although there are many challenges, a key to success is collaboration with educational institutions, organizations, local, state and national leadership.   
Partnership between Chukchi College, Alaska Technical Center (ATC) and the Northwest Arctic Borough School District offers a highly successful Tech Prep Program and dual credit courses. Tech Prep courses include Introduction to Health, Introduction to Education and Business.  The dual credit program allows high school students to take Developmental  English and Math courses allowing students to receive high school and college credit. Since this program started in 2010, over 300 high school students enrolled in the dual credit and tech prep courses.
The Consortium Library continues to host a variety of programs for the region.  A free book exchange is available for patrons at the front entrance of our campus.  The majority of people who visit Chukchi Campus are library patrons.  People come to use free wireless internet and computers, check out movies, books and magazines. Students come and do homework, and many participate in after school activities and Teen Night.  We are actively seeking a $33,000.00 budget shortfall to continue programs in addition to plan and seek funding for a much needed library expansion.
We had a very successful 2 week intensive Ethno botany (EBOT) course in Kotzebue last summer and are currently planning the 2014 course hopefully in one of our Up River communities. This course allows students to complete 3 credits towards their EBOT Certificate.  Students will learn about our Native plants and traditional uses for medicine, food, dyes, clothing and more.  As part of the course work, jam making and soap making classes were taught by Darla Brown.  We look forward to offering these classes in our villages. For more information, please contact Martha Lee at ext. 212.
We recently partnered with the Northwest Arctic Borough to host part 2 of the Workshop on Improving Local Participation in Research in Northwest Alaska.  The workgroup recommended creation of a panel consisting of members from all Northwest Arctic communities to facilitate research practices that ensure local participation, communicate research proposals to communities, promote integration of local traditional knowledge, and support local hire on projects, base research on local priorities and distribution practices.  The group also drafted a resolution for Tribal and City Councils to support principles for conducting research in Northwest Alaska.  This effort is funded by the National Science Foundation.  Additional funding sources to pursue efforts are underway.
Our Science Department is hosting the 7th Annual Western Alaska Interdisciplinary Science Conference and Forum April 24 – 25, 2014 in Kotzebue.   This year’s theme is “Science of a Cold Place in a Warming World”. Registration and Call for Papers are currently being accepted.  For more information, please contact Anshul Pandya at ext. 221.
For the first time, an Inupiaq Adjunct Instructor was hired to teach a face to face class in Noatak.  Nangaaq Rachel Sherman successfully taught a class, with more communities expected to participate in the spring semester.  For more information on Inupiaq Language instruction in your village, please contact Suuyuk Lena Hanna at ext.  209.
Residents of our Buckland prototype energy efficient home funded by the Dept. of Housing and Urban Development are ready to enjoy their first holiday season.  The family have been living in the home since July and to date have used approximately 20 gallons of diesel for hot water and heat.  Although there are a few glitches with the heating system, we hope that this prototype home can set examples and opportunities for future structures in the Arctic.  
The Spring 2014 Semester is closing in!  Registration began early November.  First day of instruction begins January 16.  For more information, please contact Mary Booth Barger at ext. 214 or Kelson Phillips at ext. 218.
Welcome to our newest staff members Wendy Sparkman, Library Technician and Wes Goodwin, Program Development Coordinator.  For more information on Chukchi College activities, please call 442-3400 or visit our website at www.uaf.edu/chukchi/
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