ON THE
SHELF

Dominion of Bears

Sherry Simpson, ’86, 95
2013, University Press of Kansas
www.sherrysimpson.net

Long ago we invited bears into our stories, our dreams, our nightmares, our lives.
We have always sought them out where they live, for their hides, their meat, their
beauty, their knowingness. Human country and bear country exist side by side. As
Sherry Simpson suggests, the relationship between bears and humans is ancient
and ongoing and, in Alaska, profoundly and often uncomfortably close. And nearly
every aspect of Alaska society reflects their presence, from hunting to tourism mar-
keting to wildlife management to urban planning.

Excerpt from Dominion of Bears

All afternoon, the bears at Chenik Creek
in the shallows or waded neck deep in a
penumbra of salmon. A couple of fishe
skiffed over from the seiners to photo
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Should Our Undoing
Come Down Upon Us
White

Jill Osier,’00
2013, Bull City Press

“As with some singing voices,
there are poetic voices of
such direct authority and
clarity that they capture our
deep engagement almost
before we are aware that
we have begun to listen. Jill
Osier’s is such a voice. Like
Franz Schubert’s song-cycle
Winterreise, these poems of
Osier’s take us on a lonely
winter-journey through a
stripped-down world, in
which, as she says, all the
roads are well worn, all the
wagons breaking.”” — poet
Patrick Donnelly
Osier won a 2014 Rasmuson
Foundation Individual Artist
Award this past spring.

Seventeen Years in
Alaska, A Depiction of
Life Among the Indians of
Yakutat

Edited and translated by
Mary Ehrlander,’92,’°93,
professor of northern
studies

2014, University of Alaska
Press

Swedish missionary Albin
Johnson arrived in Alaska just
before the turn of the 20th
century, thousands of miles
from home and with just

two weeks’ worth of English
classes under his belt. While
he intended to work among
the Tlingit tribes of Yakutat,
he found himself in a wave of
foreign arrivals as migrants
poured into Alaska seeking
economic opportunities and
the chance at a different

life. While Johnson came
with pious intentions, others
imposed Western values and
vices, leaving disease and
devastation in their wake.

Natural Alaska: Life on
the Edge

Ned Rozell,’90, Geophysical
Institute science writer
2013, CreateSpace

Pioneer creatures at the
limits of their range do
remarkable things to sur-
vive. Ned Rozell has been
one of those animals living
at the edge of civilization in
Fairbanks. The frogs, bats
and flying squirrels that share
that subarctic space are the
subject of the science and
natural history writer’s book.
[llustrated by Natalie Ott
Schuldt, ’o1.

Alaska Sampler 2014
(e-book)

Edited by Deb Vanasse and
David Marusek
2014, Running Fox Books

Dana Stabenow, ’73, and nine
other authors from the Great
Land offer a smorgasbord of
fiction, biography, memoir
and nature writing that
reaches beyond media ste-
reotypes to lay bare a primal
land that can’t be packaged
or staged.

Alumni VOICES — blogs to bookmark

Canyon Stories
Carolyn Rosner, ’04,

http://canyonstories.wordpress.com

Chena Girl Cooks

Heidi Drygas, ’00, http://chenagirlcooks.blogspot.com

Ink & Snow

Jamie Smith, ’98, http://inksnow.blogspot.com
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