The Pathfinder Award is an annual award established by the
Department of Alaska Native Studies and Rural Development
(DANSRD) to honor Kay Thomas prior to her retirement
from UAF in 2012.

Kay Thomas was an outstanding University of Alaska Fairbanks
(UAF) Staff Member that exemplified compassion and dedication
to the success of Alaska Native and rural students. Kay impacted
the lives of over 2,000 students by guiding, nurturing and advising
students enrolled with the University of Alaska Fairbanks.
Recipient will be announced at the 47th Festival of Native Arts on

Friday, March 20, 2020 and receives a $500 cash award
This award is open to all staff members employed with UAF including UAF’s branch

campuses in Rural Alaska.
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