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VETERANS FOR PEACE
8TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CYBER CONFERENCE ON DISPUTE RESOLUTION

FAIRBANKS, AK – Navajo Code Talker Peter MacDonald will be the featured guest speaker on April 11 at the eight annual Cyber Conference on Dispute Resolution at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.

The conference, which is open to the public, will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Wood Center Ballroom. Additional guest speakers include Steven Rhodes, former U.S. Ambassador to Zimbabwe, and Omar Quadat, who prosecuted alleged terrorists for war crimes as a lawyer for the Office of the Chief Prosecutor of Military Commissions.

MacDonald is the only four term Chairman of the Navajo Tribe. MacDonald was born in Arizona and served the U.S. Marine Corps in World War II as a Navajo Code Talker, one of the most storied units in U.S. military history.

The International Cyber Conference on Dispute Resolution is a town-hall style discussion featuring practitioners, teachers, students, and community members from around the globe. Event sponsors include the UAF Center for Cross-Cultural Studies, the UAF Department of Communication and Journalism, the Alaska Biomedical Learning and Student Training (program BLaST), the UAF Department of Justice, and the UAF Department of Diversity and Equal Opportunity. California State University, Dominguez Hills is a co-sponsor of the conference.

Topics will include the history of the Code Talkers and the related history of other war veterans; how today’s veterans are treated and how we, as a society, can improve their situation; and proposals to improving diplomacy and leadership in peace-building.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The International Cyber Conference on Dispute Resolution was started by Dr. Brian Jarrett, a former  UAF Department of Justice faculty member and current Director of the Negotiation, Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding program at California State University, Dominguez Hills.  The conference has grown in international recognition for its endeavors to promote and improve restorative justice practices and peace-building globally.

Previous cyber conference guest speakers include Dr. Arun Gandhi, grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, Raf Gangat, former South African Ambassador to United Arab Emirates and the Palestine Territories, Sean O'Callaghan, former IRA Counter-terrorist, Michael Gallagher, Spokesman for the Omagh Bombing Victims, David Wexler, Founder of Therapeutic Jurisprudence, Chief Judge Yazzie, Navajo Nation, and Magistrate Judge Mike Jackson, Kake First Nation. 
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