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SOUNDS OF REGIME CHANGE: CENTRAL
ASIAN WOMEN MAKING MUSIC IN
TURBULENT TIMES

In the age of recorded sound (1877-), Central Asia has seen
tsarist rule, the Bolshevik Revolution, more than 70 years within
the Soviet Union, and almost thirty years of independence.
Women’s musical practices in Uzbekistan have changed along
with its various regimes, and their musical culture reflects the
political and cultural realities of a nation that features much state-
sponsored music with little space for opposition. Based on
fieldwork with Uzbek women musicians from 2002 to 2014, this
talk elucidates women’s vital role in the creation of a national
sense of musical tradition. Musical recordings from throughout
the 20" and 215! centuries, in dialogue with oral histories, allow
us to consider how changes in national narratives are negotiated
and performed by those who occupy space on the public stage.

A lecture sponsored by UAF’s Department of Music
and Department of Anthropology.
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