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Andrew Paukan of St. Mary's,
co-organizer, presents a mask
to the elders.
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"Opening the Book": Yup'ik Masks Come Home
--30th Anniversary--

Tim Troll & James Barker

O Ct Ob er 1 8 In 1899, E.W. Nelson wrote: When the Eskimo between the
Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers become so sophisticated by
contact with white men that mask festivals fall into disuse, it
3.00_ 5. 00 p m will be but a short time until all the wealth of mythological
¢ ¢ fancy connected with them will become a sealed book. A 1989
U A Museum dance festival and exhibition in the Yukon River community of
Mountain Village demonstrated all was not yet lost. Hear about
this groundbreaking event from one of the organizers and the
photographer who witnessed the change brought about by the
return of these old masks to the descendents of the original

creators.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution. UAF does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin,
citizenship, age, sex, physical or mental disability, status as a protected veteran, marital status, changes in marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, parenthood, sexual
orientation, gender identity, political affiliation or belief, genetic information, or other legally protected status. The University’s commitment to nondiscrimination, including against sex
discrimination, applies to students, employees, and applicants for admission and employment. Contact information, applicable laws, and complaint procedures are included on UA’s
statement of nondiscrimination available at www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination/. UAF photo by First name Last name. 08/2017





