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December 13, 2019 


I am pleased to provide this letter of administrative support for the University of Alaska Fairbanks’ application for the First Forward program. UAF has a high population of first-generation students and we have a history of strong support for these students, as well as a commitment to continue to work on increasing opportunities for first-generation students. 

Our Student Support Services TRIO program is one of our best success stories. Due to the excellent support that the program provides, participating students have higher retention and graduation rates than our non-eligible students. In 2012, we were able to supplement funding for Student Support Services through a legislative initiative, and are now able to offer the services to approximately double the number of students. 

Our efforts are not limited to this program. Last year we initiated the first-generation cording ceremony just prior to graduation. It was a resounding success with far more students, faculty, and staff participating than we had imagined. I am confident that this program will continue to grow. We also have events designed to promote awareness of opportunities for first-generation students such as a breakfast at Orientation and panel discussions throughout the year. 

UAF is committed to focusing on student success, and particularly in closing equity and achievement gaps. My office is in full support of the application to participate in First Forward and I will offer whatever resources I am able to help with the effort.


Sincerely,

[image: ]

Alexandra Fitts
Vice Provost
Dean of General Studies






[bookmark: _GoBack]








































































[image: Provost Letterhd DGS Footer]
image1.tiff




image2.png
907-474-2764

907-474-1836 fax

A uaf.generalstudies@alaska.edu
SITY g F www.uaf.edu/gs

Division of General Studies
Office of the Provost

302 Eielson Bldg., P.O. Box 757580, Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-7580




image3.png
UAF isan AA/EO employer and educational institution.




