2006-07 Program Review

Definitions and Helpful Notes

As with all data provided by UAF Planning, Analysis and Institutional Research (PAIR), the focus of the end-user should be on trends rather than a detailed analysis of the discrete data points presented in the report. Still, if something seems completely out-of-alignment with departmental or unit soft-ledger accounts, PAIR would like to know about it and work with a contact from the department/unit to rectify the discrepancy. Please contact Ian Olson at 474-5317 or fnino@uaf.edu.

The Program Review files presented to each unit are divided between three basic reports:

a) Student Credit Hours,

b) Degrees Awarded, and

c) Number of Majors.

Some definitions and details concerning each one of these reporting areas are presented below.

Student Credit Hours

Time reported: Summer 2001 to Spring 2007

Student credit hours are reported on a semester-by-semester basis for summer, spring and fall, at the developmental (DV), lower-division (LD), upper-division (UD), professional (PR), and graduate (GR) levels, where,

DV courses are 000-level,

LD courses are 100- and 200-level,

UD courses are 300- and 400-level,

PR courses are 500-level, and

GR courses are 600-level.

Student credit hours are credited to the department and unit that "own" the course. Course ownership is delineated along alignment of subject area and campus with department or campus. Thus, a MATH course offered at the Fairbanks Campus is owned by the Department of Mathematical Sciences, while a MATH course offered at Kuskokwim Campus is owned by the Kuskokwim Campus. Such associations are made regardless of instructor-of-record for the course. This methodology is set-up to best credit cost-of-instruction to the department-level.

Wild card courses that have been somehow assigned to the unit but clearly do not align to any one particular department within the unit are solely assigned to the dean's office of the unit. This credit accounting procedure is done to clear up loose ends in the student credit hour data alignment. Such wild card courses are typically the result of data entered erroneously into Banner.

Degrees Awarded
Time reported: FY98-FY07

Conferred degrees, certificates, recommendations for licensure, and occupational endorsements, are counted strictly on a fiscal year-by-fiscal year basis (the university fiscal year run July 1 to June 30). This causes very little problem for counting fall and spring graduates, but usually leads to some misunderstanding with respect to summer graduates. Awards made during the summer semester are credited to the fiscal year following the graduation year to which the student is customarily associated. That is, an award conferred during the summer of 2002 is credited to FY03 even though the student is thought of as an academic year 2001-02 graduate.

Interdisciplinary degrees awarded are credited to a department only when a departmental code is identifiable for a student. Otherwise the interdisciplinary degree is credited to the unit level.

Some undergraduate baccalaureate students earn a double major. The occurrence of an awarded double major degree is denoted by Dbl (for double) under Type in the degrees awarded report. All other degrees are reported as Sgl (for single).

Headcount of Majors
Time reported: Fall 2001 to Spring 2007 and FY02-FY07

Official degree-seeking students specifically declared in a particular major field are credited to the department and unit owning the degree program for the case when the student is enrolled in at least one credit for a given semester and/or fiscal year.

Headcount of Majors cannot capture:

1) non-degree seeking students who have not filed an application for admission to the university;

2) degree-seeking students who have not declared a specified program as their major;

3) students not enrolled for credit during a given semester or fiscal year; 

4) students earning a minor in a specified program;

5) students enrolled in program classes who are not declared in the specified major; and

5) students who start the semester but completely withdraw from the university prior to the last date to drop a course without a W appearing on their transcript.

This may seem like a limited scope for capturing officially enrolled majors but departmental and unit numbers are somewhat inflated by students who are:

1) no longer participating in a specified major but are still enrolling for classes; and 

2) random freshmen who have signed up for a major but have made no contact with departmental faculty and staff for academic advising. This tendency to inflate department/unit enrollment figures generally counterbalances the "loss" of students due to the five situations listed above in which a student is not identified with a particular program.

Major enrollment is reported by degree type. Students that are listed in Banner as double degree-seeking or double-majors are represented in the data as Dbl (for double) under Type. Students listed as Sgl (for single) under Type are those students who have a Banner record with the given major program of study as their primary major. Students enrolled in a combined degree program are listed under degree with the combination degree program. For example, students enrolled in the computer science BS and MS joint degree program are listed as BS/MS. Some graduate students appear as MS/PHD. This is likely due to a student's status in Banner reflecting a dual degree-seeking status; the student likely started out as an MS student and was transitioned into a PhD program part way through the student's academic career.

Pre-major BI students are separately accounted for in the report and are credited to the appropriate department. Unit-level non-majors are credited to the unit via the dean's office.

