UAF CRCD CARES Act: COVID-19 Funding Relief
“Strengthening Institutions Program and Minority Serving Institutions” Scholarship Funding Guidelines

The University of Alaska Fairbanks received funds provided by Congress under Section 18004 (a)(2) of the CARES Act, “Strengthening Institutions Program and Minority Serving Institutions”. This funding provides support to higher education students affected during the COVID-19 pandemic. The College of Rural and Community Development (CRCD) will receive $250,000 of this distribution, in support of “Recruitment, Retention and/or Completions”. 
The funding will be used to support student success through scholarships for Fiscal Year 2021. Each campus will receive a distribution amount of $40,000 and will be available July 1, 2020. A distribution method for departments that fall under the Rural College allocation will be determined by enrollment and/or student credit hour production.  
Eligible students may reapply for CRCD Scholars Award funding every semester through summer 2021 in which they are enrolled. The CRCD Scholars Award funding can be used to cover the following:

· Tuition and fees
· Books and course materials
· Admission application fees
· Housing / Meals
· Graduation application fees

The CRCD Scholars Award funding MAY NOT be used to lift student holds or to pay off existing student debt. 

Students may receive up to but may not exceed the following amounts:
· Part-time students: $750 per semester (totaling $1,500 for FY21)
· Full-time students: $1,500 per semester (totaling $3,000 for FY21)
The minimum number of credits are as follows: 3-6 credits for part-time ($750) and 7+ credits for full-time ($1,500).

The CRCD Scholars Award is available to degree seeking students enrolled in any CRCD degree program or attending through any rural campus in the Dillingham, Kotzebue, Bethel, Nome, and Interior Alaska regions.

· Students must be admitted to UAF or have applied for University of Alaska Fairbanks admissions for the semester in which they are applying for funding. 
· Students must be enrolled in at least 3 UAF credits.
· Students must submit a 2020/21 FAFSA (fafsa.ed.gov) to be considered for funding. Campuses and departments are responsible to ensure award eligibility within the University of Alaska system.
· If a student drops course(s) and falls below the minimum number of credits required, then the CRCD Scholars award will be reversed from the student’s account. Students must maintain CRCD Scholars Award enrollment requirements ( > 3 credits) to remain CRCD Scholars award eligible.  Students falling below minimum enrollment status at any time will subsequently result in CRCD Scholars award funds reversed from the student’s account.

As agreed upon in the 6/8/2020 Director’s meeting, campuses/departments will be responsible for their own advertising and availability of the scholarship funding to their respective students.  

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]In December of 2020, CRCD will evaluate the overall expenditure activity and determine the availability of residual funds. If residual funds are identified, campuses/departments may request a supplemental distribution. 

Campuses and departments will follow the same internal process of applying student aid to student accounts as the 3% Recruitment and Retention funding within CRCD. This includes individual campus and department evaluation processes before submitting scholarship memos to CRCD (Sheena Tanner) for processing. Following is an outline of the process:

1. Campus/Dept advisor receives scholarship request
2. Campus/Dept reviews and either approves or denies the scholarship request
3. Campus/Dept checks student eligibility in banner screens RPAAWRD & ROASTAT
a. You do not need to attach this back up to your tuition memo. Instead you can confirm on the memo that this process has been completed.
4. Campus/Dept prepares tuition waiver memo and submits to CRCD (Sheena Tanner)
a. Example memo attached
b. Memos are submitted by semester and not by academic year
c. Campus/Dept detail codes are below
d. Please do not send copies of student application forms
5. CRCD receives, reviews and logs tuition waiver memo
6. CRCD submits tuition waiver memo for keying

The following detail codes must be used for the CRCD Scholars Award:

Bristol Bay Campus:			7CSA
Chukchi Campus: 			ZCSA
Interior Alaska Campus:		8CSA
Kuskokwim Campus:			LCSA
Northwest Campus:			NCSA
Dept of AK Native & Rural Dev:	1DCS
Child Dev & Family Studies:		1ECS

[bookmark: _wglzhoym8s27]More information about the Scholars Award and contact information is found online at:  https://www.uaf.edu/rural/crcdscholars.php. Please contact Scott Culbertson at 907-474-1916 or srculbertson@alaska.edu if you have any questions.







[bookmark: _GoBack]
Tuition Waiver Memo Example

Date: 	August 3, 2020

To:	Sheena Tanner, CRCD Fiscal Manager

From:	Campus/Department

Re:	CRCD Scholars Award – Tuition Waiver Memo

The Interior Alaska Campus will award tuition waivers to the following students for the fall 2020 semester.

Detail Code: 8CSA

	Last
	First
	      SID
	Amount

	Doe
	Jane
	30000000
	$1,500.00

	Smith
	Jack
	30000001
	$750.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




The campus certifies that each student is enrolled for the above term and that student eligibility has been confirmed by checking banner screens RPAAWRD & ROASTAT.
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