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Introduction

Instructional Units organize a variety of experiences, texts, skills, knowledge, and assessments around a theme, thus allowing students to meaningfully master a repertoire of competences and content. The focus of the unit is on teaching literacy, reading, and writing skills. The Instructional Unit documents the process of planning, effective teaching, and evaluating student learning and provides direct evidence of a candidate’s ability to:
1. Design and implement standard-based instruction that is engaging, culturally relevant, fosters curiosity, and meets students’ learning needs.
2. Use effective classroom management strategies to create a safe and motivating learning environment were all students could learn.
3. Construct a variety of challenging and meaningful formative and summative assessments to evaluate students and to inform instruction.
4. Use strategies related to reading/writing instruction of English language learners. 
5. Analyze data to determine student-learning gains and to communicate results.
6. Differentiate instruction, integrate technology, and modify instructional methods based on student data and feedback.
7. Reflect on the teaching decisions and learning results, philosophy of teaching, and identify ways to grow and develop as effective teacher.

Instructional Unit Design

The components of this unit will help you identify your students’ characteristics and needs, develop learning goals, decide how you will assess your students’ learning, plan instruction before teaching begins, make instructional decisions during teaching, monitor student progress as you go, and demonstrate how you have impacted your students’ learning outcomes. The Instructional Unit will give you the direct evidence you need to demonstrate your ability to assess and improve student outcomes.
I.  Title
II. Overview
1. Contextual Factors
2. Learning Goals/Objectives and Standards
3. Assessment Plan
III. Instructional Approach
4. Design for Instruction
5. Instructional Decision Making
6. Analysis of Student Learning and Graphical Representation
IV. Evaluation and Reflection
7. Evaluation and Reflection 
Instructional Unit Outline Guidelines and Directions

Discuss content, design, and implementation of the Instructional Unit with your mentor.  A clear unit vision will enable more effective organization of lessons, and can be achieved by asking these questions:
· What one question or problem focuses the unit?
· How do unit activities meet professional standards?
· What end product or performance will students find motivating?
What would it look like if all my students were wildly successful at mastering the unit goals?







Use the unit template below to organize your unit sections and headlines
Include photos (3+) from your classroom and relevant activities 



















Unit (Template)
I.  	Title
1. 	Include a title page with your name, date, subject area, school, grade level, and the title of the Unit. The title should reflect the content of the lesson. 
2. 	  Add a table contents with page numbers, tables, and figures.
II. 	Overview
Component 1: Contextual Factors 
The teacher uses information about the learning-teaching context and students’ individual learning needs to set learning goals and plan instruction and assessment
1. Identify the grade level and the type of classroom and/or content area in which you are teaching.
2. Describe the characteristics of your students (e.g., demographics, ethnicity, socioeconomics).
3. Be sure to include whether you have English Language Learners and students with exceptionalities in your classroom.
4. Describe the physical characteristics of the classroom.
5. Discuss how these contextual factors inform how you will design and deliver instruction and assess learning.
Component 2: Learning Goals/Objectives/Standards 
The teacher sets measurable, challenging, varied, and appropriate learning goals.
1. List at least three, but not more than five measurable learning goals for your unit, and describe student performances of mastery for each.
2. Identify the related Alaska and National standards and study district curriculum guides that your learning goals address.  Include literacy standards and reading strategies.
3. Make sure the learning goals you choose reflect the contextual factors you identified above and are appropriate for your learners.
4. Identify Content Reading, Writing Strategies, Literacy 
Write a short research-based response addressing the following question:
(a) Why are effective reading/writing skills necessary for students to build knowledge and understanding (cite two sources)?
(b) What are effective reading/writing skills and teaching methods to teach such skills in your subject area (cite two sources)?
 (c) Give three examples from your unit. Explain how you will apply effective reading/writing strategies in your teaching.

Component 3: Assessment Plan
The teacher uses multiple assessment modes and approaches aligned with learning goals to assess student learning before, during, and after instruction.
1. Give and overview over your assessment plan with examples of formative and summative assessments/strategies you plan to use during the unit (e.g., quiz, tests, projects, rubrics). Explain why you choose those assessments. Describe statistical methods that are suitable for analyzing student learning (e.g., pre-post test results, t-test, ANOVA, descriptive statistics) and how you plan to use these methods to document student learning during your unit.
2. Design a pre- and post- assessment, and administer the pre-assessment to students.

5. Explain how you plan to differentiate assessment to accommodate the needs of students with exceptionalities, English Language Learners (ELLs), accommodations for ELL/ESOL, and other unique learning needs. 

III. Instructional Approach
Component 4: Design for Instruction/Lesson Plans 
The teacher designs instruction for specific learning goals, student characteristics and needs, and learning contexts. The teacher demonstrates applied content knowledge.

1.  Lesson Plans
Overview Table sample (add cells if you have more than 5 days of instruction)
 
	
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	LP Title
	
	
	
	
	

	Learning Objectives
	
	
	
	
	

	Activities
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment
	
	
	
	
	



Use a lesson plan format that is most efficient for you. Provide an overview of your unit (Table) and a lesson plan for each lesson.
Be sure that each lesson plan has measurable objectives and that assessments match objectives. Instructional activities should be clearly connected to daily objectives and to unit outcomes. They should be age and interest appropriate and meet the needs of all learners. Show differentiation. For each lesson list assessments, supplies, resources, reading material, lab materials, multimedia, weblinks, or handouts needed. Include how technology is used. If laboratory activities are performed include safety procedures and classroom management strategies. Write your lesson plans so that a substitute could teach from them.
2. Literacy skills (Content reading and writing strategies addressed and applied). Describe literacy strategies and how to include informal texts (new standard requirements). Include samples (Appendix) of at least two products/activities that target content reading/writing strategies in this unit. Accommodations for the English Language Learner should be identified throughout the lesson plan 
3.  Explain where they fit into the overall unit presentation.
4. Explain how you plan to adapt instruction for the needs of students with exceptionalities and English Language Learners (Be specific in terms of each student or group of students’ particular needs. Demonstrate that you are aware of IEP or 504 accommodations).



Component 5: Instructional Decision Making	
The teacher uses ongoing analysis of student learning to make necessary instructional modifications and communicates learning results. The teacher implements and manages instruction, implements technology, and creates and maintains an effective learning climate. 
1. Give at least two examples of times during the teaching of your unit that your assessment of student learning or the response of one or more students caused you to change your approach or to do something different than you planned. 
2. Describe classroom management strategies you used to create a safe learning environment.
3. Describe how you implemented technology to support student learning.
4. Administer your post-assessment at the end of the unit. 
Component 6: Analysis of Student Learning and Graphical Representation 
The teacher uses assessment data to profile student learning and communicate information about student progress and achievement.
1. Include a copy of the pre and post assessment measures that you have developed (Appendix).
2. Analyze results. Display your pre and post assessment results using graphs and tables. Show each individual student’s progress on the learning goals you set for him or her.
3. Describe your results. Indicate how many students showed mastery of your learning goals after instruction and describe how you would address the educational needs of the students who did not attain mastery.
4. Include sample student assessments, reading material, rubrics, and grading procedures (Appendix).
IV. Evaluation and Reflection
Component 7: Evaluation and Reflection
The teacher reflects on his or her instruction and student learning in order to improve teaching practice.
1. Reflect on your unit as a whole, how it has deepened your understanding of assessment, literacy, classroom management, teaching and learning, and how it will inform your own teaching philosophy in the future.
2. Highlight the learning goal on which your students were the most successful, as well as the learning goal on which students were the least successful.
3. Discuss how you intend to develop as a teacher to further capitalize on your strengths and improve any areas of weakness.
Appendix 
· Pre- and Post- Test
· Samples of 3 other assessments, rubrics, grading procedures, and annotated student work
· Samples of 3 handouts/activities/projects
· Two samples of student products/activities focusing on content reading and writing strategies
