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COUN 627 Formal Paper and Presentation
by Jane Monahan

Assessment

COUN 627 Formal Paper and Presentation

Write a formal paper on an intervention topic of choice – must be focused on children and/or youth.  The paper
should provide an overview the problem, review the current literature, discuss any associated diagnoses or
diagnostic characteristics, evaluate possible interventions (including recommended medications if appropriate), and
discuss dimensions involved in counseling children or adolescents presenting with this specific issue (it does not
need to address the entire age range, but be sure to discuss how the interventions are developmentally appropriate
to the age range selected).  Additionally, the paper should describe how the student could apply the information to
his or her own work as a professional counselor. This is a formal research paper, hence current academic research
should be reviewed and appropriately cited – a minimum of 10 sources should be referenced. The content of the
paper is to be approximately 12 pages, not including references.

 

 

Standards
CACREP-2016.2.F.3.h a general framework for understanding differing

abilities and strategies for differentiated
interventions

CACREP-2016.2.F.5.h developmentally relevant counseling treatment or
intervention plans

CACREP-2016.2.F.5.j evidence-based counseling strategies and
techniques for prevention and intervention

CACREP-2016.2.F.8.b identification of evidence-based counseling
practices

CACREP-CMHC-2016.5.C.2.d diagnostic process, including differential diagnosis
and the use of current diagnostic classification
systems, including the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) and the
International Classification of Diseases (ICD)

CACREP-CMHC-2016.5.C.2.f impact of crisis and trauma on individuals with
mental health diagnoses
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CACREP-CMHC-2016.5.C.2.h classifications, indications, and contraindications of
commonly prescribed psychopharmacological
medications for appropriate medical referral and
consultation

CACREP-SC-2016.5.G.2.g characteristics, risk factors, and warning signs of
students at risk for mental health and behavioral
disorders

CACREP-SC-2016.5.G.2.h common medications that affect learning, behavior,
and mood in children and adolescents

COUN 627 Formal Paper and Presentation Content
Emerging (1.000 pt) Developing (2.000 pts) Expectations Met

(3.000 pts)
Expectations
Exceeded (1.000 pt)

A general
framework for
understanding
differing
abilities and
strategies for
differentiated
interventions
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-
2016.2.F.3.h

The general framework
is minimally described.

The general framework
is thoroughly described
to include differing
abilities and strategies
for differentiated
interventions.

The general framework
is thoroughly described
to include differing
abilities and strategies
for differentiated
interventions.

The general framework
is thoroughly described
to include differing
abilities and strategies
for differentiated
interventions.

Developmentally
relevant
counseling
treatment or
intervention
plans
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-
2016.2.F.5.h

Developmentally
relevant counseling
treatment or
intervention plans are
minimally described.

Developmentally
relevant counseling
treatment or
intervention plans are
described, including a
description of
counseling treatment
or intervention plans.

Developmentally
relevant counseling
treatment or
intervention plans are
adequately described,
including an adequate
description of
counseling treatment
or intervention plans.

Developmentally
relevant counseling
treatment or
intervention plans are
thoroughly described,
including a clear
description of
counseling treatment
or intervention plans.

Evidence-
based
counseling
strategies and
techniques for
prevention
and
intervention
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-
2016.2.F.5.j

Evidence-based
counseling strategies
and techniques for
prevention and
intervention are
minimally described.

Evidence-based
counseling strategies
and techniques for
prevention and
intervention are
described to include
descriptions of the
strategies and
techniques for
prevention and
intervention.

Evidence-based
counseling strategies
and techniques for
prevention and
intervention are
adequately described
to include adequate
descriptions of the
strategies and
techniques for
prevention and
intervention.

Evidence-based
counseling strategies
and techniques for
prevention and
intervention are
thoroughly described
to include clear
descriptions of the
strategies and
techniques for
prevention and
intervention.

Identification
of evidence-
based
counseling

Identification of
evidence-based
counseling practices
are minimally

Identification of
evidence-based
counseling practices
are described, and

Identification of
evidence-based
counseling practices
are adequately

Identification of
evidence-based
counseling practices
are thoroughly
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practices
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-
2016.2.F.8.b

described. include references to
research and
associated validity and
reliability attributes.

described, and include
adequate references to
research and
associated validity and
reliability attributes.

described, and include
ample references to
research and
associated validity and
reliability attributes.

Diagnostic
process,
including
differential
diagnosis and
the use of
current
diagnostic
classification
systems,
including the
Diagnostic
and Statistical
Manual of
Mental
Disorders
(DSM) and the
International
Classification
of Diseases
(ICD
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-CMHC-
2016.5.C.2.d

Diagnostic process,
including differential
diagnosis and the use
of current diagnostic
classification systems,
including the
Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders
(DSM) and the
International
Classification of
Diseases (ICD) are
minimally described.

Diagnostic process,
including differential
diagnosis and the use
of current diagnostic
classification systems,
including the
Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders
(DSM) and the
International
Classification of
Diseases (ICD) are
described.

Diagnostic process,
including differential
diagnosis and the use
of current diagnostic
classification systems,
including the
Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders
(DSM) and the
International
Classification of
Diseases (ICD) are
adequately described.

Diagnostic process,
including differential
diagnosis and the use
of current diagnostic
classification systems,
including the
Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders
(DSM) and the
International
Classification of
Diseases (ICD) are
thoroughly described.

Impact of
crisis and
trauma on
individuals
with mental
health
diagnoses
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-CMHC-
2016.5.C.2.f

Impact of crisis and
trauma on individuals
with mental health
diagnoses are
minimally described.

Impact of crisis and
trauma on individuals
with mental health
diagnoses are
described.

Impact of crisis and
trauma on individuals
with mental health
diagnoses are
adequately described.

Impact of crisis and
trauma on individuals
with mental health
diagnoses are
thoroughly described.

Classifications,
indications,
and
contraindications
of commonly
prescribed
psychopharmacological
medications
for
appropriate
medical
referral and
consultation
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-CMHC-
2016.5.C.2.h

Classifications,
indications, and
contraindications of
commonly prescribed
psychopharmacologica
l medications for
appropriate medical
referral and
consultation are
minimally described.

Classifications,
indications, and
contraindications of
commonly prescribed
psychopharmacologica
l medications for
appropriate medical
referral and
consultation are
described.

Classifications,
indications, and
contraindications of
commonly prescribed
psychopharmacologica
l medications for
appropriate medical
referral and
consultation are
adequately described.

Classifications,
indications, and
contraindications of
commonly prescribed
psychopharmacologica
l medications for
appropriate medical
referral and
consultation are
thoroughly described.
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Characteristics,
risk factors,
and warning
signs of
students at
risk for mental
health and
behavioral
disorders
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-SC-
2016.5.G.2.g

Characteristics, risk
factors, and warning
signs of students at
risk for mental health
and behavioral
disorders are minimally
described.

Characteristics, risk
factors, and warning
signs of students at
risk for mental health
and behavioral
disorders are
described.

Characteristics, risk
factors, and warning
signs of students at
risk for mental health
and behavioral
disorders are
adequately described.

Characteristics, risk
factors, and warning
signs of students at
risk for mental health
and behavioral
disorders are
thoroughly described.

Common
medications
that affect
learning,
behavior, and
mood in
children and
adolescents
(1.000, 11%)
CACREP-SC-
2016.5.G.2.h

Common medications
that affect learning,
behavior, and mood in
children and
adolescents are
minimally described.

Common medications
that affect learning,
behavior, and mood in
children and
adolescents are
described.

Common medications
that affect learning,
behavior, and mood in
children and
adolescents are
adequately described.

Common medications
that affect learning,
behavior, and mood in
children and
adolescents are
thoroughly described.

COUN 627 Formal Paper Organization
Emerging (1.000 pt) Developing (2.000 pts) Expectations Met

(3.000 pts)
Expectations
Exceeded (4.000 pts)

Headings
(1.000, 25%)

Headings are missing
or inappropriately
labeled in APA style.

A few sections of the
final paper are labeled
appropriately in APA
style.

Most sections of the
final paper are labeled
appropriately in APA
style.

All sections of the final
paper are labeled
appropriately in APA
style.

Structure
(1.000, 25%)

No clear organization.
Hard to follow.
Organization does not
guide the reader or
produce a strong line
of thinking. Very hard
to see how ideas link
together. Sections
wander, and contain
extraneous or
irrelevant information.

A framework of a
structure is present but
does not follow clear
logic. Some
subheadings are used.
Themes of the
paragraph are
undeveloped and may
have more than one
theme.

A structure is present
and mostly clear and
logical. Subheadings
are used. Each
paragraph generally
has one controlling
theme or main idea,
but could be more
controlled and/or
developed.

Assignment has a
controlling theme,
purpose or topic
sentence.
Subheadings are used.
Structure is logical and
easy to follow.
Organization guides
reader effortlessly and
creates a strong line of
thinking.

Audience
(1.000, 25%)

There is little evidence
of writing for
scholar/practitioners;
much of the paper
includes colloquial
expressions, use of
first person, etc.

Many parts of the
paper include
colloquial expressions,
the use of first person,
etc.

The paper is generally
written for
scholar/practitioners,
but it includes some
colloquial expressions,
the use of first person,
etc.

The paper is written for
scholar/practitioners.

Completeness
(1.000, 25%)

The paper does not
address all the areas
required by the

The paper addresses
most of the areas
required by the

The paper addresses
all of the areas
required by the

The paper addresses
all of the areas
required by the
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assignment. assignment. assignment. assignment in an
engaging manner. 

COUN 627 Formal Paper APA Formatting
Emerging (1.000 pt) Developing (2.000 pts) Expectations Met

(3.000 pts)
Expectations
Exceeded (4.000 pts)

Clarity of
Writing
(1.000, 20%)

Writing is not concise,
unclear, and difficult to
understand and ideas
are not presented in a
convincing manner.

Writing is somewhat
difficult to understand
OR ideas are not
presented in a
convincing manner.

Writing is mostly clear,
concise, and
understandable; ideas
are mostly presented
in a convincing
manner.

Writing is especially
clear, concise, and
understandable; ideas
are presented in a
convincing manner.

Grammar
(1.000, 20%)

There are more than
ten errors in grammar,
word usage,
punctuation, spelling,
and capitalization.

There are five-ten
errors in grammar,
word usage,
punctuation, spelling,
and capitalization.

There are less than
five errors in grammar,
word usage,
punctuation, spelling,
and capitalization.

There are few if any
errors in grammar,
word usage,
punctuation, spelling,
and capitalization

Formatting
(1.000, 20%)

Does not use
designated format for
written interpretation.

Sometimes uses
designated format for
written interpretation
(page limit, 1” margins,
size 12 font, Times
New Roman, double
spaced).

Generally uses
designated format for
written interpretation
(page limit, 1” margins,
size 12 font, Times
New Roman, double
spaced).

Uses designated
format for written
interpretation (page
limit, 1” margins, size
12 font, Times New
Roman, double
spaced).

Citations
(1.000, 20%)

There are more than
seven errors in in-text
citations.

There are four-six
errors in in-text
citations

There are one-three
errors in in-text
citations.

There are few if any
errors in in-text
citations.

References
(1.000, 20%)

There are more than
seven errors in the
reference page.

There are four-six
errors in the reference
page.

There are one-three
errors in in the
reference page.

There are few if any
errors in the reference
page.
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