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Percussion is Toronto group's beat

By DEBBIE
Staff Writer

The word “nexus” dates back
to the ancient Romans and means
“a connection or tie between the

gamelan and West African drum-
ming.

“In African music, all it is, is per-
cussion,” he said.

members of His friend,
a group or John Wyre,
series.” was also in-

Music terested in
from percus- international
sion instru- music and
ments — began col-
hundreds of lecting
them—forms exotic per-
the connec- cussion in-
tion among struments—
the five MeM-  QUIRKY QUINTET—The members of Nexus ' Ike  Dells
bers o f admit to collecting and performing on an odd and gongs

assortment of percussion instruments. 3

Nexus. from Asia.

I's been a strong connection.
Nexus, whose members play ev-
erything from conch shells and
gongs to war horns from New
Guinea, have been together for 27
years.

“Longer than a lot of mar-
riages,” noted Russell Harten-
berger in a telephone interview
from Toronto.

Hartenberger also credits the
longevity of the Toronto-based
percussion ensemble to the long-
running friendships of its mem-
bers and a shared joy in perform-
ance.

Nexus is “all about five guys
doing what they want,” he said.
“If we weren't having fun, we
wouldn't be doing it.”

Hartenberger, like all of the
members of Nexus, was trained
classically, but he wanted to be
more than a symphony percus-
sionist providing tone color. He
wanted to be the essential ingre-
dient.

“| was tired of counting rests
and | love to play,” he said.

In graduate school, Harten-
berger discovered what he calls a
whole other world of music. He
studied the Indian mridangam
(drum) and tabla, the Javanese

Wyre mounted them on a rack at
his home, and Hartenberger, Bill
Cahn, Robin Engelman and Bob
Becker would come to his house
and jam.

No music existed for their odd
assortment of instruments so they
made up their own. Nexus first
played together as a group at the
Eastman School of Music in 1971,
and has made music ever since.
They perform by themselves, or
with other dance and symphonic
groups worldwide—and have
made numerous appearances at
Carnegie Hall.

Eventually, all of the members
of Nexus started collecting offbeat
percussion instruments. A typical
performance involves hundreds of
them. They generally travel with a
truckload, said Hartenberger.

They'll be traveling light when
they come to Fairbanks this week.
Hartenberger said the group
would probably only bring 30 to
40 instruments—and borrow
others here.

They play at Hering Auditorium
Friday at 8 p.m. as part of the Fair-
banks Concert Association series.
The following day, members will
teach African drummlrr‘\g(and xylo-

See NEXUS, Page C-2

~ Halloween comedy to haunt AF

Director Thomas Riccio
gives the short version of
Theatre UAF’s second produc-
tion of the season: “It is a psy-
cho-drama experimental
comedy about the weirdness
that exists between a man and
woman in a relationship.”

“70 Scenes of Halloween”
opens on an Oct. 31 night
when the spirits are walking

Toiddie-America snd_heading
for middle age, have a relation-

ship, like most, colored by
habits, tensions, affections, ir-
ritants and comforts. As the
trick-or-treaters ring their bell
and the night descends, the
couple journeys into the dark
side of their marriage. Beneath
the living room setting and po-
lite household pleasantries
lurk the ghosts, witches, and
beasts that inhabit the flip side
ufl}mr everyday reality.

“Little do they know that
beasts and ghosts that exist be-
tween their relationship will
also emerge that night,” said
Riccio. “At its most essential,
that is what the play is about

The dark side of a relationship.
Those thoughts, irritations, de-
sires, frustrations and images
too violent and frightening for
everyday living and society,
come out and do their thing.
Joan and Jeff, the j
couple wrestle with

ghosts, beasts and witches
like all of us have to do.”

Riccio sees this production

e depar after
directed the opera,
“‘Magic Flute” for UAF, and
“Pipedreams” for the Fair-
banks Drama Association.

“I worked very hard on
those projects. This play is
simpler, a small cast, realistic
setting, and very mleresung
dramaturgy,” “It is
not built like any pla\ I have
ever seen before, and that in-
trigues me a great deal. There
are 70 scenes, some no more
than fragments, flashes of a
life. Some are repetitions of
the same scene with varia-
tions—like life sometimes is-
and making so many scenes
work is a real challenge.”

Like modern America, the

See SCENES, c2
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SOUNDING OFF—Suzi Lozo plays the steel drums during the University of Alaska Fairbanks Steel Drum Ensemble practice
Oct. 19,

A day of different drummers

By DEBBIE CARTER
Staff Writer

Percussionists from all over the state
will mark time Saturday in Fairbanks
as part of the university’s Third Annual
Alaska Day of Percussion.

The featured performers and clini-
ans are members of Nexus, who will
teach workshops in African drumming
and xylophone.

Various percussion groups will per-
form and have a chance to hear each
other, said organizer Scott Deal, who

ches percussion at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks.

Registration at 9:30 a.m. will be fol-
lowed by a Nexus world-drummin
workshop at 10 am. and a xylophone

workshop from 11:30 am.-12:45 p.m.
All events will be in the Davis Concert

Opus 7, a group of area high-school
students, will perform at 2:15 p.m., fol-
lowed by the John Damberg Latin Jazz
Sextet at 3:15 p.m., and at 4:30 p.m.,
the UAF Percussion, World Beat and
Steel Drum ensembles.

The 4:30 p.m. concert is geared to-
ward children, said Deal, and will in
clude demonstrations of percussion
instruments. As part of that concert,
the UAF Percussion Ensemble will per-
form an adaptation of the Maurice
Sendak book, “Where the Wild Things

Are.
Children are invited to bring toy per-

cussion instruments, drums or anything
they can make noise with, said Deal
Performers will act out the story, an
children will be asked to play along
when the character Max utters those fa-
mous words, “Let the wild rumpus
begin.

The public is invited to attend all
t ncerts. The cost for the
events will be $10 for adults and
children under 12
Percussion Ensemble Concert alone will
r adults and children under 12

The percussion day
began in 1996, rotate
tween Fairbanks and Anchorage cam-
puses

| Multi-talented Jon b finds his niche

Kade Mendelowitz photo

5

HAUNTING SPECTACLE—Jeff (Brett Good) is surrounded by the ghosts of
his marriage in a scene from Theatre UAF's “70 Scenes of Halloween,”
opening tonight

It is not so surprising that
at the age of 21 Jon b is a
rising musical star, or that he
is not only a singer but a song:
it And Deotmcar Whe Alm
plays keyboard, drums and
bass. After all, his father is a
professor of music, his mother
a concert pianist, his sister a
violinist and his brother a cel
list. And his grandparents
owned a record store, which
exposed him early on to all
kinds of different sounds

The soulhip- hnp vocalist
will perform an all-ages show ———
at the Carlson \uurr Friday
at 8 p.m.

Having written and co-written s
After 7 and Color Me Bad, he rec
album, “Cool Relax,” with his own style of m

My first album helped me find
voice,” Jon said. “Now I've found
music reflects it

nic

His sound has been described as a bridge
swing of '70s soul and the hip edge of '90s r

Looking to his musical growth but rec
ence of great old artists such as Donnie
Marvin Gaye, Jon said, “T hope

my sc

JON b

or Toni Braxton,
debuted his second

usic

y own style and my own

he and the new

between the cool

1p/pop.

zing the influ-
Hathaway and

s speak to people as

individuals, and I hope they speak universally as well

Tickets for Friday’s show are $22 a
at Carrs Tix outlets, Hoitt's Music a
Box Office, or call 1-800-478-73;

nd the Ca

and are available
son Center

¥
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Phillips joins bluegrass
band for local concerts

nnﬂuma

Sucy Phillips joining
Northern River for two bluegrass
concerts is the

“Stacy is one of the movers
and shakers in the world of
music,” said Hoffman.

Phillips, an internationally

known fdler and dobro atist,
wul Jjoin the four-member band at
Ivory Jack’s for concerts at 9 p.m
Friday and Saturday.

Phillips will |.le accompany
Northern River next week when
it tours Southeast for concerts in
Cordova, Sitka, Ketchikan and
Petersburg.

This will be the third collabo-
ration between Phillips and
Northern River, but the roots of
the association go back almost 30
vears, when Hoffman and
Phillips played together as part of
the Pine Hill Ramblers in New
Jersey and New York.

Hoffman moved the bluegrass
band to Fairbanks in the 1970s
and contracted with Alyeska to
play music in pipeline camps.

Phillips went his musical way.
He has recorded with a number
of contemporary artists, in-
cluding Judy Collins, Davld
romberg, Redbone
Peter Rowan. Hewufumndon
the album, “The Great Dobro

acoustic, slide guitar played on
the lap.)

Almost 27 years after Phillips
and Hoffman parted company, a
chance event brought them to-
gether again in 1996. Phillips was
scheduled to play a gig at
Hatcher Pass and asked an An-
chorage promoter about a blue-
grass musician he used to know
who had moved to Alaska. Did he
know Carl Hoffman?

Hoffman and Northern River
were more than happy to play as
Phl]hps backup band at Hatcher

“lt clicked really well,” said
Hoffman. “It was like no time

Phillips toured with the group
last year—to Tok, Whitehorse,
Haines and Juneau—and
such a good time he wanted to
come again. Meanwhile, Hoffman
was contacted by people in
Southeast, who wanted the group
to play for them. So the second
tour was born, supported this
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BEADS! Coming Saturday
BUTTONS! Wonderful
FIBERS handmade
Open studio at Marnie’ >
s 516 Second Ave. Studio 220 goddess .
(in the Lathrop Artist Studios) beads
"~ 907-458-7610
Mon S-t. vepm by Leah Fairbanks

e
-
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You'e invited for
Halloween treats...
4:30-6:30 Fridlay

Campus Comer Mall
University Ave & College Rd.

T
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time by the Alaska State Council

the Arts.

Northern River has been

playing together since 1993. They

phy what Hoffman calls the
music—

r).e tndmnml music of Bill

cause two members live in An-
chorage. Tapes are sent back and
forth, and when they get to-
gether, ly before perform-
ances, they pick up well, said
Hoffman.

“It's cumbersome,” he ac-
knowledges, “but it works.”

The other members of the
band are Gary Markley, who
plays five-string banjo, Joe Page,
mandnlm, and Gary Schultz,

bass. They all have day jobs.
Hoffman is employed as a project
manager for Wick Constructors,
Inc., Page works as a supervisor
for Odom Co. in Anchorage, and
Schultz works for the Depart-

!

STACY PHILLIPS

ment of Natural Resources in
‘airbanks. Markley, a pilot for
Noﬂ.hem Alr Cargo, lives in An-

Phillips will teach dobro and
fiddle workshops Saturday after-
noon from 1-5 pm. at Music
Mart.

For more information on the

workshops visit Music Mart or
call 452-4500. A $5 fee is charged
for each class. The workshops are
sponsred by the Fairbanks
Summer Folk Fest, in coopera-
tion with the state arts council.

The cover charge for this
weekend’s concerts is $6. For
‘more information, call 455-6666.

NEXUS: Percussion

Continued from Page C-1
phone to area pemmimim
part of the university’s Third An-

lead percussionist, e 4

Nexus as *

“lt mdy g!u better than

They entertain with an
eclectic mix of music drawn from
all over the world. Nexus is also
known for its jazz, ber
folk and the
music of Bali, Java and Japan—
as well as its infectious enthu-
siasm.

A music critic for the San

isco Chronigle described a

Nexus performance as a mm-
ning  virtuoso
mmmonnhngumedwthof

elty pice, as well
man’s work that includes the.
music of Japanese and Pakistani

bells.
_ “Lion’s Roar” features a fric-

instrument that
around the and

les, a
is whirled
hundreds of

and marimba.

‘mier
phone
a professor at the

of late includes compositions
written by members and other
the

University of Toronto, regularly
with the Reich

nic, Boston Sym-
London Symphony and
others.
Tickets for the Nexus perform-
mumS%iorsdulunndsm
for students, seniors and the mili-
hry and are available at Hoitt’s
usic, Carr’s F , or
u.llm( 1(800) 478-7328.

L XIIRZFOR DS

School-aged kids are invited to

Ravens
of all
kinds
arrive

tomorrow!

Mon.Fi. 10-6; Sat. 10
(907) 479-2563

Jennifer Brice, author
Charles Mason, photojournalist

The Last Settlers
The story of unbeautiful land and the
people who have laid it to heart

Friday, Nov. 6th * 7 to 9 p.m.

Road Location

GULLWER’S BOOKS

New and Used

Second Story Cafe ¢ College Road Location

Howl” in the Noel
WIel’l Library auditorium, 1215
Cowles St. The event begins at
430 pm. today. Wear your
costume and come for Halloween
stories. Admission is

“Halloween Fun for Pre-
schoolers,” a special holiday sto-
rytime for 3-5 year olds, will be
held Friday at 1:30 p.m. in the
Berry Room. Costumes are en-
ot and admission is free.
Information: 459-1020.

IARANIC

B Cabaret students of Barney
McClure will perform Friday at
730 pm. at the UAF Pub.
Classes by Seattle jazz pianist
McClure were part of the Fair-
banks Summer Arts Festival
Winter Edition. Performers in-
clude Jim Bell, Linda Knighten,
Joy McDougall, Gianna Drogheo,
Marcia Trainor, Tracey Pender-
grast, Jeri Dennison, Virginia
Damron, Cat Stewart, Julie Raf-
ferty and Jennifer McCarty.
Tickets available at the door are
$10, with a lower price for UAF
students.

W Today’s “Music at One” re-
cital will feature Debussy’s “Es-
tampes” by Jennifer Dumont on
piano; Vivaldi’s ‘‘Concerto
Grosso in D Minor” by the String
Chamber Ensemble; Rouse’s
“Ku-Ka-Ilimoku” by the Percus-
sion Ensemble; and Kaptain’s ar-
rangement of several traditional
Latin pieces by the Marimba

The free concert begins at 1
pm. in the UAF Charles W.
Davis Concert Hall. Information:

Fairbanks “Native Association
“New Program Baby Shower

Let your gift make
a difference in
someone else's

life!

“November 2. 1998
3:00 -

315 Wendell Street

For our new New Hope Center for chronlc inebriates, a long-term

we need:

for homel

« household items ¢ clothing * tools * sports equipment

See attached list. To avoid duplications, please call Trish at
452-1648, ext. 249, to let us know what you are bringing.

UAF Music Department, 474-
7555.

W All interested women are in-
vited to join the Fairbanks Fron-
tier Chapter of Sweet Adelines in
rehearsal at 7 tonight. The Sweet
Adelines Chorus practices weekly
at St. Matthew’s Parish Hall on
Second Avenue. Information:
Kim, 456-7860.

IR

W The Contra Borealis Dancers
will host a Halloween Contra
Dance Friday at the Alaskaland
Dance Center beginning at 8 p.m.
Everyone is invited to wear a
costume, but it is not required.
Live music will be provided by
Celtic Confusion and caller will
be Lynn Basham.

Beginners are always welcome.
Bring clean, smooth-sol ce
shoes to help protect the dance
floor. Information: 456-3635.

e Ballroom Dance Club of
Fairbanks will begin a new four-
week session of social dance

classes Sunday afternoon with
Percell St. Thomass as in-
ictor.

The class schedule is 2-6 p.m.
with one-hour classes in Begin-
ning Argentine Tango, Interme-
diate Argentine Tango,
Intermediate East Coast Swing
and a Latin or Basic Continuity
class. All classes take place at the
Alaskaland Dance Center. In-
formation and registration: 479-

2655.

W Tickets are now on sale for
Waltz Night, an annual fund-
raiser for the Fairbanks Sym-
phony Association. Waltz Night
takes place Saturday, Nov. 7, at
the Westmark Fairbanks Hotel &
Conference Center, featuring an
evening of Viennese waltzes,
polkas and Latin-American
rhythms set to the music of the
live Waltz Night Orchestra and
the Alaska Jazz Trio-Plus One.
Light refreshments will be served
and there will be a no-host bar.

Tickets are $25 per person and
are available at The Victorian
Parlor, located on the second
floor of the Airport Road An-
tiques Shop, Alaskan Floral and
Wedding, The Artworks, The Owl

Tree, Hoitt’s Music,
Jewelry or by calling
Tickets may also be available at
the door, but patrons are advised

to purchase tickets in advance as
seating is limited.

=~ [ILMS

Dolce Vita gallery will host this
week's International Film Fes-
tival with Antoine from Paris
showing the German movie
“Wings of Desire” at 7 pm.
Friday. Also Friday evening,
Sv.anle Orr’s photo/poetry series
“Dreams,” shot in East Berlin
subways, wil iscussed. Ad-
‘mission is free.

The exhibit titled “Scene: The
Action Portfolio” is extended
through Nov. 7. The gal]ery is lo-
cat at 509 Eighth and
hours are noon-5 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday. Information:
455-8482 (455-VITA).

N et

Volume No. 20 of “Perma-
frost,” the oldest literary journal
in Alaska and produced by grad-
uate students of the University of
Alaska English department, is
now available.

The 193-page journal features
previously unpublished photos by
Andy Warhol, Thomas Merton
and Paul Quenon, plus an array
of photos by other artists. The
fiction, non-fiction and poetry se-
lections were chosen by UAF
graduate students and are by
writers from throughout the
United States.

“Permafrost” is available for
$8 from local bookstores and
from the UAF English depart.
ment on the eighth floor ol' Lhe
Gruening Building.

Submissions are welcome and
can be sent to Permafrost: A Lit-
erary Journal, P.O. Box 75720,
University of Fairbanks,
Fairbanks, AK, 99775-0640. Sub-
missions are not accepted be-
tween March 1 and September 1
of each year, and response time is
three months. Guidelines are
available upon request with a
self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Perdue’s
479-3407.

Please include a SASE with all
submissions as well.

IS THATR

The cast has been chosen and
are underway for Fair-
banks Drama Association’s
second production in its 1998-99
Season of Dreams.

“Bus Stop” by William Inge is
the story of four strangers
stranded overnight at a remote
cafe during a snow storm. Di-
rector Tim Lamkin describes it as
a “romantic comedy.”

The cast includes: Elma
(Jonna Crane); Grace (Marsha
Thomason); Will (Don Evnm),
Cherie (Therisa Dr
Lyman _(Jason Hndgm)
(Hoss LeFevere); Virgil ﬂ-‘md
Weiss); and Bo (James Meredith).

The production crew includes:
Hannah Hill, production man-
ager; Chris West, technical di-
rector; Gretchen

“Bus Stop” will open Nov. 20
and run Nov. 21-22 and 27-29 at
the Alaskaland Civic Center
Theatre. Information: 456-7529
(456-PLAY).

SZOUTORTOWN

Perseverance Theatre in

Douglas will present a “site-spe-
cific” production of “One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” by Dale
Wasserman, fmm the novel by

KenKesey

ic associate P:

Ol e il s s
as a focal point for a rededication
of the theatre’s training program.
Show dates are Nov. 6-22; loca-
tion to be announced.

Perseverance also plans to
reach beyond the Juneau-

area with a tour of Ed-

wand Albes's “Wha's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?” at the Per-
forming Arts Center in An-
chorage Nov. 5-8. Ticket
information: (907) 364-2421, Ext
35.

SCENES: Halloween comedy

Continued from Page C-1

style of this production is a blend
of elements and influences. The
cast viewed several classic horror
films and contemporary horror
genre films. As a consequence the

Yyt
é Oplle,

PP@T

play quotes movements, poses,
actions, looks, line readings that
are a part of American pop cul-
ture.

The cast features three the-

Perdues Jewelry & Gifts In
ety o Lo
Hops Stationary
Falrbanks Fast Folo LA. Nalls
Photo processng, camers. wdeo supphes
Gullivers Books
et
Yo .k ey
s Gallery b+
Fine At Custom Framng, Cobectibies
Pull Tab Gity o e

ater majors—Brett Good, Mike
Karoly and Tracy Campbell—and
a newcomer to the stage. The cre-
ative team is rounded off by set
Designer BJ. Kutz, costumer

Nov. 6, 7, 13 and ldatBlSpm,
and Sundays, Nov. 7 and 15 at 2
p.m. The production takes a hol-
iday on Halloween to make way
for UAF’s Student Drama Associ-
ation’s Haunted Theatre House
for all ages. Tickets, $12 adult;
$10 military, seniors, UAF fac-
ulty and staff,, and $6 students
(810, $8 & $5 for matinees) are
available at the Theatre UAF box
office 12-1:45 pm., 4-5:45 pm.
Monday though Friday, and two

show runs about 2 hours and 20
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