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Das Kabinett des Dr.Caligari

Dramaturgical notes — ajourneg into the semiotics of Art and Arts, Po]itics, lost mad
science and their executioners — a Place of shadows
(German Semiotics:
SOMNADBULISM

A somnambulist — 5LEEFWALKEK~ is one who engages in clagtime
ACTIVITIES, durimg the niglﬂt without bcing aware of it. | here is no memory- a

state of amnesia-. The Phenomenon has been rePor’ced from the times of
HiPPocrates to modern times and continues to amaze the sPectator/audience‘ O]cler
theories coupled somnambulism with c]airvogancc - indcpendcncc from the orclinary
senses that guidc human movement-action -~ A somnambulist was a dreamer that had
the power to act out his dreams and Pursuit comPlex actions if his intent was set on it.
(urrent medical Pcrspectivc looks upon it as a “Disorder of Arousal « the
somnambulist is caught between the different stages of sleeping cgc]es and the bodg
sleeP and mind sleeP is dissociated- diserxgage&~ removed from their togetlwerness.

Causalitg ranges from bcinggenctic to environmental. [t is more Prcvalcnt in

children.

EYESSHUT WIDE OFEN

.. | he somnambulist meanders through the night and knows no’ching from what

he saw or did... the soul remains umcathomed, as no trace is le&, the mind does not

remember unless one wakes the SOMNABULIST

KELAT[ONSH]F To thnosis and to the idea of being MESMEK]ZED
(f:ranz Anton Mesmer i 734~181 5) and the ODIC force (Carl von Rcichenbach
1788-1869).

L”:E_ forces.... Mind over matter
Franz Mesmer rePor’ced that in his sessions where he taped into the “animal
magnetism” (magnetic fluid that embodies all living animals) to cure Patients of various

ailments that he was able to induce Pcoplc into a mesmeric trance a “ artificial
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somnambulist state”. ngnosis which was later deve]oped is based on the concept
that the power of suggestion is the tool to initiate the trance like state.

f:urther noted with the occurrence of the “magnetic lucid somnambulism” was
the untouchable state of the person (impervious to noxious stimuli) but responsive to
the \/O]CE of the MAGNET]SEK to follow H]S orders.
The induction of the state was most like!g to occurin PCOPIC that “are most ignorant

and or&inarg R

The MAGNetiser oPerates through touch and “Passes” . H]S Hanc{s are

moving from head to Facc, to the center of the abdomen where it seeks the solar
Plexus, alwags at a distance from the Patient’s bodgj mostly not touching but
connecting with the magnetism.... To awake the Patient [He may blow wind at his face

or make transverse passes across the face. ..

The more often a person has been magnetizec{ the less induction it requires..‘
while the mesmeric trance lasts - Tlﬂc Somnambulist may have c]airvogancc, intuition,

internal Paravision, inscnsibi]ity, a sudden and considerable increase in

STRENGTH”

The Magnetiser upon moving, his bodg can througl'l his will and P]’lgsical action of his

own bodg elicit muscle contractions and movement in the one that is magnetized.

Sources:

Animal Magnctism and magnetic Lucid Somnabulism, Edwin Lee MD 1866



