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. B The Air Force Band of the
Pacific will entertain the commu-
nity Friday with its Holiday
Lights Concert. The free concert
begins at 7 p.m. in Hering Audi-
torium. Two dozen musicians will

. play Big Band style music—a va-
riety of pieces from “Holy Night”"
to “Winter Wonderland” and a
sing-along at the end. For more
information, call 377-2116.

B The Alaska Chamber Cho-
rale (formerly UAF Chamber
Singers) will perform *“Carols of
the Ages” at 8 p.m., Thursday,

% Det 10, in the Davis Concert

+ Admission to the annual

‘ Chmtl‘lus concert is $5 and stu-
dents are admitted The
group will be selling its new re-
cording, “A Northern Noel.”

The Alaska Chamber Cho-
rale, formerly known as the UAF
Chlmber Singers, will presenv, its
anmn “Carols” of the Ages”
Thursday, Dec. 10, nthm in
'.he UAF ‘Charles W. Davis Con-

all. Admission is $5 and
s(udenm are admitted free. The
chorale’s new recording titled “A
Northern Noel” will be available
for purchase during the concert.

@ “Strings and Steel,” with
the Lathrop High School
Chamber Orchestra and the Uni-

* versity of Alaska Fairbanks Steel
Drums and World Beat En-
semble, will feature music from
Corelli to calypso tonight at 7 in
Hering Auditorium. Admission is

B The next Music at One re-
cital includes Marcello: Concerto
in C minor, Kate Billington on
oboe, Paul Krejci on piano;
Moore: From “The Ballad O
Baby Doe,” Tami Holland, so-
prano, Meridith Rude, piano;
Beethoven: Trio No. 4 in D
major, opus 20, No. 1, Beth
Wenstrom on violin, Kevin Pagan
on cello, Sandra Klemm on piano;
Creston: Sonata, Steve Lacatina
on saxophone, Paul Krejci on
piano. The Dec. 10 performances
begin at 1 p.m. in Davis Concert
Hall. Admission is free.

— AL e BALLET: Four leading men of “The Nutcracker’

@ Saturday’s second annual
“Trees From the Heart” at the
Carlson Center will offer 18
trimmed trees donated and de-
corated by local busineses and or-
ganizations. The trees will be
sold in a silent auction to benefit
local charities. Would-be bidders
may attend a sneak preview 5-7
p.m. Friday for a chance to make
first bid on their favorite trees.
The bidding continues Saturday
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Winners will
be declared as soon as bids can be
confirmed. Successful bidders can
take their trees home on Sat-
urday or have them delivered to
their home or business on
Monday. Information: 459-7596.

W Dolce Vita (a gallery
project) is collecting coats and
Jackets to be given to local shel-
ters for the needy. Donations can
be brought to the gallery at 509
Eight Ave. or to club “g” on Old
Farmers Loop, noon-5 p.m.

B The Explore Alaska Series
at the Alaska Public Lands In-
formation Center presents “Jeff
King: From Dedication to Vic-
tory” Saturday at 3 p.m. Iditarod
and Yukon Quest Champion Jeff
King will share stories of the
trail, his love for dogs and the
challenges and rewards of seeing
Alaska from a dogsled. Admission
is free. Information: 456-0527 or
TDD 456-0532.
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W Dolce Vita (a gallery
project) opens its new show,
“Metamorphosis,” featuring the
works of Rat, Tina Shih, Steve
Whipple, Chantal and Don
Kauss, with a special tribute to
Claire Fejes. The exhibit will run
through Dec. 19. Gallery hours
are Tuesday to Saturday, noon-5
p.m. The gallery is located at 509
Eight Ave. Information: 455-
VITA.
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B “The Best Christmas Pag-
eant Ever” by Barbara Robinson
will be the book discussed in
Monday’s parent-child book dis-
cussion group series session. The
Fairbanks North Star Borough
Library youth services series is
for fourth- sixth-graders. Ses-
sions are free and are held at 7:30
pm. in the Berry Room on the
Noel Wien Library. Information:
459-1052.

Theater takes on futurists

The UAF theater depart-
ment’s final offering for the fall
semester is a collection of Dadaist
and futurist skits this weekend
only in the Lee H. Salisbury Lab
Theatre.

“Fish in a Tree” is a fun look
at the various relauonahlpu or an
ensemble cast composed o
gela Brownfield, Tracy Campbell
Njideka Chukwu, Dain A. Geist,
Brett Good, Christopher G.
Jones, Mike Karoly, Lily Sim-
mons, BS. Thompson, David A.
Valdez and Diana Williams. Di-
recting is Anatoly Antohin with
Claudia Lively as stage manager.

Our century had its own
prophets (we call them ‘“art-
ists”), who saw the future (our
present) in their dreams.

“Fish in a Tree” plays Friday
and Saturday at 8:15 p.m. and
Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are
available ($6 for adults, $5 for

*VIP Rooms
+ Free Shower
Rooms

UAF faculty, staff, seniors and
military, $3 for students) at the
UAF theater department box’ of-
fice Monday-Friday, noon-1:50
pm,, 4-5:30 p.m. and two hours
prior to performances, or by
calling 474-7751 for credit card
orders. Parental discretion is ad-
vised due to mature language.
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perform the story of a young girl,
Clara, who receives an unusual
Christmas present—a nutcracker
doll. Here in Fairbanks, dancers
have been rehearsing since Sep-
tember under the keen eye of
Norman Shelburne, artistic di-
rector, and Sue Perry, ballet mis-
tress of North Star Ballet. “The
Nutcracker”” opens Dec. 11

Every year since 1987, Shel-
burne has produced the full-
length ballet as a performance
opportunity for his dancers and
as holiday entertainment for the
rest of us. This year is unusual in
that Shelburne has four local
dancers in the company to fill the
principal male roles. Fairbanks
dancers Heather Klemm and
Cynthia Marias and guest artist
Kanako Imayoshi will trade off
the principal female roles.

Among Chandler Braley, 15,
Ira Hardy, 19, Tim Lacatena, 17,
and Von Seils, 18, they've danced
every male role from the cherub
with his and arrows to the
Sugar Plum Fairy’s Cavalier.

Lathrop High School sopho-
more Braley and recent West
Valley graduate Hardy danced to-
gether as Party Boys seven years
ago. They will again be raising a
ruckus on stage as the Nul
cracker and Mouse King.
tena, a junior at West Vnuey, vnll
reprise his role as the Soldier
Doll, as well as serving as Cava-
lier to the Snow and Sugar Plum
Fairies. Seils, who has studied
and danced in Fairbanks for the
past few years and now lives in
Juneau, will alternate with Laca-
tena as the Snow Cavalier and
dance the role of the Arabian sor-
cerer. All four will either dance
or understudy the crowd-pleasing
Trepak, a Russian dance.

These young performers all
credit “The Nutcracker” with
clinching their interest in dance.

While it is not unusual for
girls to take an early interest in
ballet and pursue it into their
teens and beyond, boys follow a
different pattern. According to
Shelburne, there’s no inborn
gender preference for dance.

“Lots of boys come to creative
movement classes when they’re 4
or 5 years old and adore it,” he
said.

Later social and peer pressure
come into play and boys often
turn to other activities. In Braley
and Hardy’s case, both s
young, then pursued sports,
music, or theater, before re-
turning to dance in their teens.
Other male dancers follow the
pattern of Seils and Lacatena,
not becoming interested in dance
until their teens, then throwing
themselves into it.

“To people who question put-
ting boys in ballet, I tell them to
come see a ballet class and look
Al the literature,” Shelburne

“The kinetic awareness that

“A cutting edge
romantic comedy.”
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Every Night is
Night!

8 oz. Top Sirloin
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& Seafood Medley*.

“Halibut, Prawns & Scallops
ina Lime Butter Sauce

$1995

Includes:
House or Caesar Salad, Fresh
Vegetable,Baked Potato,
Rice Pilaf or Fettucine.
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comes from dance has a great
value to athletes wanting to im-
prove their basketball game or
time on the ice, for example.”

Having also pursued athletics,
Lacatena and Seils agreed

Lacatena holds the West
Valley freshman track and field
record for hurdles, crediting
ballet for teaching him to jump.
Seils notes the number of swim-
mers who become dancers.

“In both, you use your total
body to develop strength and
flexibility,” Seils said. “In dance,
we use the small muscles, not
just the big muscles, and we use
them in isolation. Understanding
your physical ability through
dance makes you a better, more
aware athlete.”

Men’s movements in dance are
different than women’s, Shel-
burne said, taking advantage of
men’s typically tighter-knit hip
structure. %

“The men jump higher, so
they can do multiple turns in the

“l love to get out thew and
jump as high as I can,” Lacatena
said. “It’s great to see a good
male dancer pouring out all that
enel v is only 5
feet, 4 inches, but he can jump 4
feet.”

The concentration rquired in
dance helps in other areas, too.

“It's given me confidence,
focus, and self discipline,” Laca-
tena said. “I'm more willing to
try new things. Plus I've learned
to get my homework done when-
ever I ¢an.”

Braley credits dance with im-
proving his reading speed
“When I hear the steps to a
dance combination, 1 have to
think about what it looks like.
When I read, I think in the same
way about images and ideas.”

“When I started dancing,”
Seils said, “it was the same
feeling as doing a math problem.
I used the same part of my brain:
Now my memory is so much
better.”

“After a while, things get to
seem logical,” Hardy added.
“We're working toward perfec-
tion like a mathematician, but in
a creative way. It’s artistic logic.”

Though they acknowledged
that they are bucking cultural
stereotypes, none of the four
dancers is bothered by seemingly
going against the grain.

“As I've grown older, I realize
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that if you think and act like it's
an awesome thing to dance, other
people will be impressed,” Seils
said

“People have a stereotype
about dance and they don't go
see dance because they're afraid
they won’t understand it,” Hardy
said

But “The Nutcracker” seems
to be one ballet that can convert
skeptics to dance fans.

Last year, Lacatena’s English
class, after watching him in a
school performance of “Nut-
cracker,” gave him a standing
ovation when he came to class.

“It's hard to imagine ‘Nut-
cracker’ without a male pres-
ence,” Shelburne says. “It’s
impossible to imagine the fairies
without their cavaliers. And for
kids, the battle between the
Mouse King and the Nutcracker
is the most important =

For these four male dancers,
this “Nutcracker” may be the
last ballet they dance in together.
Since graduating from high
school, Seils and Hardy are
taking the year off to prepare for
the next stage in their dance ca-
reers.

According to Shelburne, the
four young men, all of whom
want to be professional dancers,
have the qualities to make that
happen.

“They have to have a certain
mind,” he said, “one that enjoys
the discipline of learning dance
technique, one that needs an ex-
pressive outlet and one that re-
sponds to music, the basis of
dance.”

According to Shelburne, “The
Nutcracker” is about Clara
making the transition from one
stage of life to another through
her encounters with the strange
Drosselmeyer, the Nutcracker,
the Mouse King, and the wonders
of the Sugar Plum Fairy’s court.
In the end, she takes her place in
a still-magical adult world, full of
promise.

The North Star Ballet will per-
form “The Nutcracker” at
Hering Auditorium Dec. 11, 8
pm,; Dec. 12, 2 pm. and 8 pm,;
and Dec. 13, 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Tickets are available at Carrs
Foodland, Hoitt’s Music, or by
calling 1-800-478-7328.

Cindy Hardy is a local free-lance
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 ¢ 8PM
UAF WOOD CENTER BALLROOM
FEATURING

Kevin Burke
Irish Fiddle Legend

Aidan Brennan
Vocalist/Guitarist

Julie Baldridge, Caitlin Warbelow,
Lia Zito, & Lee Rice

$15 at Hoitts &
UAF Wood Center

Sponsored by D. Brosnan Productions & UAF Student Actviies §
Spo 1 ¢

All Fairbanks Locals

$12 for UAF
students

o

"Christmas 9’[ t
550/1/1013 Sfat”

* A Whirlpool bath
room or suite

* A Whirlpool bath
suite with champagne
and dinner

* For the person who has everything...
* For the special person in your life...
* For the person you don't know what to get...

THE REGENCY FAIRBANKS HOTEL

suggests:

AGIFT CERTIFICATE

For Details Call 452-3200

* A Whirlpool bath
suite with
champagne, dinner,
and breakfast

* Dinner for two

Dining Room and Lounge will be closed on the evening
of Fri., Dec. 4th and Sat., Dec. 5th for a private party

\_ 95 10th Ave.

Fairbanks

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

and

EIELSON AFB

present

"Holiday Lights!”

One of the most anticipated events of the Fairbanks winter!

featuing

The Air Force Band of the Pacific

Maijor Steven Grimo

Commander & Conductor

Fiday, December 4, 1998 sorwncs,

7:00 pm 354th Fighter Wing

Doors open at 6:30 Copilobelas
KIVF-Channel 11

Lathrop High School Neah

Heiing Auditorium DATE-UNE Coples
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Mike Shultz
KIVF-Channel 11
Narator & M.C.

This performance
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