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Elizabeth Bennet (Isabelle Nygren), Mr. Bennet (Michael Shaffer), Mrs. Bennet (Paloma Polanco), 
& Fritzwilliam Darcy (Luke Williams)

Costume Designs & Sketches by Amanda Casterline



What a journey this show has been on! Over a year ago we left for Spring Break, looking forward to 
returning to tech week but did not return. And that is why I am going to start off my director’s notes with 
a tweet(?) (I can’t believe I’m doing this, but it’s been a bizarre year.)

Funny, all I have wanted to do for the past year is visit other people’s houses! Thankfully, technology has 
allowed us to do that in a certain way and strangely, this was a more intimate way of working; we got guest 
appearances by cats and kids and parents!

I was able to join the cast and crew in their respective rooms as they worked on this production. Each 
room with its own laptop/computer camera propped up on books-on top of overturned trash cans- on 
top of desks, to achieve the right camera angle, every household lamp-extension corded together and 
placed around a small clearing in crowded rooms to achieve decent lighting, black fabric backdrops hung 
to hide god only knows what (I saw mostly piles of dirty laundry!) 

This was the beginning of the work, where we picked up the smoldering torch of our pre-Covid production. 
There is so much more I could share about mailing costumes/props, faulty equipment, dropped internet, 
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scheduling conflicts, re-shoots and putting all the digital pieces together (thanks Kade for the inordinate 
hours of work!)

Through it all, this group persisted and continued to work on this production with an incredible “can-do” 
attitude, they are the “yes! people” and I love them. I love Austen and Hamill, and their novel and play 
but this group’s positivity and tenacity is the real story here. This production has been a labor of love and 
hate, of letting go and reimagining and if I could rename it, it would be called: 

Pride and Perseverance, by Theatre UAF.
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Steven Anderson (Mr. Collins) is in his second year at UAF majoring in Theatre. 
He was recently a stage manager for She Kills Monsters: Virtual Realms, Assistant 
Stage Manager for Winter Shorts in 2019. While not his first acting performance, 
it is his first with UAF. Steven’s goal is to become a TV and Voice Over Actor, so 
as such, he streams a lot of  series, on probably more streaming services than one 
should have.

Kellie Bernstein (Charlotte Lucas) is a UAF alumni and has been involved in 
theatre in Fairbanks since 2013. You might have seen her performances in IIT’s 
fall 2019 production of  Evil Dead: The Musical as Annie and in Student Drama 
Association’s 2019 Winter Shorts. Kellie has also played various roles in the past, 
including Lucy T. Slut in Theatre UAF & IIT’s Avenue Q, Titania in Theatre 
UAF’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Gluttontoad in Theatre UAF’s The 
Ash Girl. Pre-COVID, Kellie enjoyed performing burlesque and singing karaoke 
in the Fairbanks community. She is looking forward to being able to do those 
things again. But for now everyone is learning to adapt to this virtual format, 
and exciting things are happening! She hopes you all can set up on the biggest 
screen you’ve got, make some popcorn, sit back, relax, and enjoy the show!

Cast & Crew Bios

Riley von Borstel (Jane Bennet) grew up in Seward, Alaska, and is a second 
year student of  junior standing pursuing majors in Justice, Political Science, 
and Performing Arts with minors in Social Work and Psychology. Riley is the 
current student body president of  the Associated Students of  the University of  
Alaska Fairbanks (ASUAF) and is a member of  the UAF Honors College. She’s 
been involved in theater her whole life, but has not gotten many production 
opportunities prior to coming to UAF in the Fall of  2019. She played the roles 
of  Jane Adams in It Was a Dark and Stormy Night as a freshman and Bailey in 
The Monologue Show (from Hell) as a senior at Seward High School.

Brittany Bowling (Theatrical Stage Manager) is a Wildlife Biology graduate. 
She’s been involved with theatre here since her freshman year, though typically 
she finds herself  on the acting side of  things. This is her first time stage manag-
ing a show, and she’d like to thank the lovely cast and crew for being amazing 
and supporting her as she traverses this new ground.



Jared Olin (Charles Bingley/Mary Bennet) grew up in Galena, Alaska and is immensely 
excited to be making his fifth appearance in a Theatre UAF main stage production! 
His most recent credit includes a performance as Duane for Perseverance Theatre’s 
run of  The Winter Bear Project. He graduated last fall with a Film & Performing Arts- 
Theatre degree, and is looking forward to learning so much more about the craft. Anaa 
baasee’ ghanee haneedaatł (Thank you very much for arriving!)

Jay Paggi-Howe (Dance Cordinator) has been interested in the performing arts his entire 
life. Recently, he choreographed Evil Dead: The Musical for IIT, and Newsies for Lathrop. 
He also enjoyed designing the costumes for Theatre UAF’s Midsummer Night’s Dream in 
2018. Jay is thrilled to be a part of  this production, and hopes you enjoy!

Rebecca George (Director) recently directed Macbeth for Fairbanks Shakespeare 
Theatre (FST). Other directing credits include Opera Fairbanks’ Trouble in Tahiti, 
Rumpelstiltskin, Pizza Con Funghi and Verdi and the Bard, Theatre UAF’s Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof, The Winter Bear Project, FST’s Misalliance, and Hyperion Theatre Company’s 
Manahattanpotamia, NEM and The Complete Works of  Shakespeare (abridged) at 
Gotham Comedy Club, NYC. Rebecca has performed with Perseverance Theatre, FST, 
Hyperion Theatre Company, Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Vermont Stage Company, 
and The Clarence Brown Theatre. She has an MFA in performance from the University 
of  Tennessee and is a member of  Actors’ Equity Association. 

Flyn Ludington (Miss. Bingley & Sound Designer) starred in her first musical at age 
10, and appeared in her first feature film at 13. She attended the American Musical 
and Dramatic Academy in NYC, and has spent the last ten years raising two 
children, conducting for the Fairbanks Peace Choir and directing programming for 
KWRK-LP 90.9 FM, a low-power community radio station she co-founded here in 
Fairbanks. She has also appeared in several local productions with Fairbanks Drama 
Association, Fairbanks Light Opera Theater, Interior Independent Theater, and 
Fairbanks Shakespeare Theater. She is thrilled to return to UAF as a Wood Talent 
Grant Scholarship recipient, and to be working with the wonderful cast and crew of  
Pride and Prejudice.

Mahala Gale (Stage Manager) is a senior in the Film and Performing Arts Major at UAF, 
with a Concentration in Film Editing. She has worked in all areas of  film production, 
most recently working as Assistant Editor for UAFs Theatre online production, She Kills 
Monsters: Virtual Realms, a Personal Assistant for Lifetime Television, Assistant Editor 
for Maya Salganek at FRAME, and Script Supervisor for the 2019 UAF graduate student 
film project, Pink Violet. Mahala has an extensive knowledge of  film and photo editing 
skills as well as organization and a quick turnaround time for any project.



Paloma Polanco (Mrs. Bennet & Anne DeBourgh) is currently double majoring at 
UAF in Theatre and English. She’s been involved in Fairbanks Theatre for twelve 
years, having started in high school productions upon moving to the state in 2009. Her 
most recent performance credit is Belle in Fairbanks Shakespeare Theatre’s 2020 radio 
adaptation of  A Christmas Carol; she was last seen on-screen as Vera in Theatre UAF’s 
She Kills Monsters: Virtual Realms.

Isabelle Nygren (Elizabeth “Lizzy” Bennet) is a Freshman at UAF studying theatre 
and English. She participated in community theatre back in Anchorage, in plays such 
as TBA’s Hamlet and Christmas Knight. After taking a hiatus from acting, she’s excited 
to be getting back into a larger production.

Cody Peters (Sound Designer) is a Junior studying Film and Performing Arts at UAF. 
This is his first time designing the sound for a theater production. In his off  time he is an 
avid comic book fan and co-hosts a show about them on KSUA 91.5 FM.

Jessica Reed (Lydia Bennet) is an 18 year old student at Monroe High School. She 
enjoys acting, playwriting, bossing her Academic Decathlon team around, and causing 
general mischief. She’s very excited to take part in a new type of  theatre and hopes 
you are too!! 
Twitter: @realstressica
Instagram: @therealstressica 

Michael Shaeffer (Mr. Bennet) enjoys teaching English at WVHS. His fourth book, The 
Lazy Butt Coloring Butt, was published this winter.  In recent years, he’s directed IIT’s 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, written a Shakespearean adaptation 
of  The Breakfast Club, and acted in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Evil Dead: The 
Musical, and Ring of  Fire. He has a degree in theatre from SDSU.



Luke Alexander Williams (Fitzwilliam Darcy) is a UAF Senior with ten years of  acting 
experience within the Fairbanks Community. Having recently appeared in FST’s 
MacBeth and IIT’s Evil Dead: The Musical. He wants to thank Rebecca George for the 
opportunity to play one of  literature’s most beloved characters and hopes he doesn’t 
disappoint. He would also like to thank the Cast and Crew for being a joy to work with, 
and Isabelle Nygren for being a great scene partner through this endeavor.

Charles Wolgemuth (George Wickham) was born in Mexico, then raised in Utqiagvik 
(Barrow). He is a current UAF student, working through his second year at UAF. 
Charles’ “career” dates back to his pre-school days when he became one with the 
character of  a cow in his local church’s Nativity play. Since then, he has participated, 
as well as helped start his middle school and high school drama club back in Utqiagvik. 
Since attending UAF, Charles has acted in UAF’s Alaskan Overnighters and Winter 
Shorts, as well as having a role in the local film Pink Violet. This is his first mainstage 
performance in a full length play, and he is so happy to be a part of  this amazing cast 
and crew!

Siri Tuttle (Lady Catherine DeBourgh) has appeared at UAF as Paulina in The Winter’s 
Tale (2011), the Nurse in The Flu Season (2012), as Elizabeth in Kade Mendelowitz’ 
film The Messenger,  as Linda/Durak McMackMack in Of  Dice and Men in 2015, as 
Big Mama in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof in 2016, as Egeus in Midsummer Night’s Dream 
in 2018, and as Mrs. Gottlieb in Dead Man’s Cell Phone in 2019. She also played Mrs. 
Boyle in Fairbanks Drama Association’s (FDA) The Mousetrap in 2014, and appeared 
as Brenda Hulse and Lady Cravenshire in FDA’s Calendar Girls in 2017. In much earlier 
decades, she acted in many different places, in such roles as Marie in Exit the King, 
Penelope in Vonnegut’s Happy Birthday, Wanda June, and Cordelia in King Lear. 

Lady Catherine DeBourgh (Siri Tuttle) 
& Anne DeBourgh (Paloma Polanco)

Costume Design & Sketch by Amanda Casterline
Photographs by Siri Tuttle & Paloma Polanco



Carrie Baker (Dialect Coach/Department Chair) is a Professor of  Theatre & Film 
and a member of  Actors’ Equity Association and Screen Actors Guild/ American 
Federation of  Television and Radio Artists. New York acting credits include: 
Coyote REP, New Age Classics, New Perspectives Theatre Company, NYU 
Festival of  New Works, Manhattan Theatre Source. Regional Theatre: Utah 
Shakespearean Festival, Irvine Barclay Theatre, Summer Repertory Theatre, 
Washington Shakespeare Company, Potomac Theatre Project, Washington 
Stage Guild. TV: Guiding Light, Ed, commercial voiceovers. Film: Mining for 
Ruby, The Messenger, AlaskaLand, Chronic Town, Eat Me. Carrie holds a BA 
in Theatre/ English from Middlebury College and an MFA in Acting from the 
University of  California Irvine.

Amanda “Mandy” Casterline (Costume Designer, Box Office Manager, Department 
Admin) She has worked in all fields of  theatre: wig and makeup age effects for 
Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra’s opera Turandot, Opera Fairbanks’ Hansel 
and Gretel (First Hand) and Pagliacci (Costume Designer), Costume Design for 
Theatre UAF’s Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Five Women Wearing the Same Dress, 
Dead Man’s Cell Phone, She Kills Monsters: Virtual Realms, & Spring 2021 Pride 
and Prejudice, Head Costume Designer for Festival 56 in Princeton, IL, where she 
designed for Guys and Dolls, Violet, and The Fantasticks. She has also worked 
on various other productions as a director, box office manager, and publicity. She 
will next be seen designing costumes at Ohio University as a graduate student.
https://www.casterlinedesign.com/

Adam Gillette (Actor: Servant, Production: Props Master & Scene Shop Manager) 
has built and managed a number of  successful shows here at UAF. He was 
Technical Director for UAF’s Speech & Debate and The Winter’s Tale, as well as 
FLOT’s productions of  Les Miserables and The Secret Garden, and UAF Theatre 
& Film’s production, The Messenger. He worked as Master Carpenter on Opera 
Fairbanks’ production of  Carmen, and is involved in design work. He designed 
sets for All in the Timing and lighting for The Laramie Project and Vinegar Tom 
at UAF. He thanks his wonderful wife, Eileen, for her unyielding support and 
patience in putting up with the long nights spent working on and worrying about 
shows.

Faculty & Staff



Stephanie Rivet (Costume Shop Manager) is a senior double majoring in 
Theatre with a performance emphasis and Art with a ceramics focus. Her 
minor is in film. Stephanie has been working in the UAF costume shop for 
several years and loves sewing. She is thrilled to have been recently hired as the 
new Costume Shop Manager, and is deeply grateful to have the opportunity to 
continue making art for years to come with such wonderful people.

Maya Salganek (Video & Audio technician, Associate Professor, Film/Video 
Arts) has worked as a producer for independent feature films (Chronic Town, 
2007; Dear Lemon Lima, 2008; AlaskaLand, 2011; The Messenger, 2012; 
Mining for Ruby, 2013, We Breathe Again, 2017), and as director/producer 
for documentary and educational films. She serves as the founding Director 
of  UAF FRAME-Film Production Services, a video-content creation lab for 
UAF programs and faculty. She is currently working with the new educational 
PBS Kids show, Molly of  Denali. www.mayasalganek.com  

Kade Mendelowitz (Professor, Scenographer and Video Editor) is a Professor of  
Videography, Lighting Design, and Technical Director for Theatre & Film UAF. 
This award-winning lighting designer designed scenery, projections and lights for 
FLOT’s Les Miserables, lighting for North Star Ballet’s The Nutcracker, and most 
recently was the lead designer and editor for Theatre UAF’s She Kills Monsters: 
Virtual Realms. He also recently wrote and directed a film adaptation of  his 
original “A Night for Conversation”. You’re invited to learn more about his work 
at: https://theatricaldesign.com/kadem/

Miss Caroline Bingley (Flyn Ludington)
Costume Design, Sketch, and Construction by Amanda Casterline








