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By KRIS CAPPS

Correspondent

omposer John
Luther Adams scan-
ned the ocean at
Round Island, off the
western coast of

Alaska. The sea lay

gentle and serene

Suddenly, an explo
sion of sound blared through his
underwater microphone, as a herd
of walrus clicked and chimed be-
neath the waves

The raucous symphony reverber
ated with loud knocking and the
ringing of what sounded like a
Chinese gong, in sharp contrast to
the peaceful day above the waves

Adams recorded those wild
sounds, which were to become a
valuable contribution to his
ongoing Alaska Soundscape Pro
ject. Fairbanksans will have the
chance to hear how Adams has
turned that wildness into music
when “Earth and the Great Weath
er’’ premieres this weekend
Adams will unveil the masterpiece
at the 20th Anniversary of the Fes
tival of Native Arts, in the Wood
Center ballroom at the University
of Alaska Fairbanks this weekend
Additional performances are sche
duled March 5 and 6.

The piece is described as **a jour
ney through the physical, cultural
and spiritual landscapes of the Arc
tic in music, language and sound.”

Since 1988-89, Adams has
traveled the state, microphone in
hand, recording natural sounds like
candle ice tinkling, icebergs
grumbling and cracking, sea lions
roaring, and songbirds singing. He
uses the recordings to inspire his
own music, either including them
in their raw state or transcribing

NATURE’S SYMPHONY—John Luther Adams raises an aerolian harp to the
wind near Murphy Dome, hoping to capture sounds for inclusion in his

“Alaska Soundscape Project.”” “Earth and the Great Weather,"”

them into musical notation. The
drumming of a grouse might be in
terpreted with an oboe solo. A pic
colo may replicate the song of a
Varied Thrush

He views the 125 hours of record-
ings he has so far collected as just
another instrument in his tool kit as
a composer.

“For the last 20 years, the natu
ral environment has been im
portant to my work,”” said Adams,
an active environmentalist who

who struggles to reconcile h

By PATRICIA JONES
Correspondent
ridging modern and
ancient cultures is the
intent of “The Eagle's
Gift,” produced by the
‘Tuma Theatre group at the Uni-
versity of Alaska Fairbanks. It
achieves this goal, using an un-
conventional approach

‘Tuma, a group whose name is
Yup'ik for ‘‘pathway’’ or
“trail,” celebrates Native cus-
toms and lifest hrough r
traditional stage performances.
This latest production is based
on an Inupiat legend that
evolved to inspire the song and
dance festival known today as
the Eagle-Wolf Messenger’s
Feast, still held in modern-day
northern Alaska Inupiat vil-
lages.

Adapting the legend to com-
municate a contemporary mes-
sage, director Thomas Riccio
creates a journey for two Inup-
iats, who encounter mythologic-
al figures from their long-
abandoned heritage. The jour-

UAF production
bridges two worlds

CONFLICT—Paul Asicksik plays a modern-day Inupiat

ary influences in “The Eagle’

Genezaret Barron photo

is heritage and contempor-
s Gift.”

ney is both educational and spir
itual for the Native pair; they
learn about their Native culture
through exploration of this mys
tical worl

In addition to providing an
understanding of the legend, the
production explains how mod-
ern-day Natives can lose their
sense of culture. On a more up-
lifting note, the production also
shows that those values and cus-
toms can be re over

For the audience, the charac-
terization of legendary figures
comes across as though in a
dream, and the imagery may
not seem to make logical sense.
Instead, the surreal atmosphere
creates an emotional response,
providing a primitive, inner
understanding

This dream world allows the
audience to bridge the gap be-
tween ancient culture and mod-
ern-day influences. Several
techniques are used to unite the
two worlds, including the unique
costumes worn by Fox people,

See TUMA, Page C-2

came to Alaska in the mid-1970s
My work as a composer is deeply
influenced by place

Tall and slender, the bearded
Adams sits in his small studio on
the outskirts of Fairbanks. Finger-
less gloves cover his hands, as he
waits for the wood stove to warm
the room. A Braumuller piano,
where Adams spends most of his
time, takes up one corner of the
room

The Alaska Soundscape Project
began four years ago, he said, when
public radio commissioned Adams
to create a piece for the series
‘New American Radio.” His
assignment? ‘‘Something to fire
listeners’ imagination.” He de-
cided to focus on the arctic and re-
cord sounds from there. So he
loaded up his first recording kit and
strode into the field

“I wanted sounds that were an
integral part of my experience of
that place,” he said. “*Almost as
soon as I began, I knew it was going
to take a very, very long time. It
was daunting and exhilarating.”

From a technical standpoint, re
cording could also be frustrating
The wind, the squawking geese, the
rain, or any number of factors
could interfere with capturing a
specific sound, such as the lone call
of a loon

With time and patience, howev
er, Adams eventually translated
his wilderness experiences into

) 5OUMDS

an offspring

music reflecting the natural world
Anexpanded version of his publi

radio piece, “Earth and the Great
Weather,” will premiere this
Sunday

“It’s a sonic geography, an

attempt to take people there, on a

o

journey through the spiritual and
physical landscape of the arctic
he said

In particular, the performance
piece centers on the Arctic Nation:
al Wildlife Refuge, an area Adams
calls “a sacred place.

of that ongoing project, premieres Saturday in conjunction with the Festival
of Native Arts. The show encores Sunday, and again March 5 and 6. All shows
will be in the Wood Center ballroom

This comes from my 15 years of
personal experience in that place
said the 40-year-old composer. I
have such a deep love for this place
I wanted to share that with every
one through my music

Se

e COMPOSER, Page C-2

' Festival features dance, crafts

he University of Alaska
Fairbanks will kick off
the 20th Annual Festiv
al of Native Arts at 7
tonight in the Davis Concert
Hall. The festival continues
through Saturday, from 7 p.m
midnight each mgm
| The festival celebrates
| accomplishments of people
rom across the state, sharing
ative dancing, singing, story
telling and traditional Native
arts and crafts. Participants in
clude Eskimo, Athabascan
Tlingit and Aleut Indian groups
Traditional dancers will per-
form throughout the festival in
| the Davis Concert Hall and 40
arts and crafts tables will be on
display in the Regents’ Great
Hall, with handicrafts available
for sale. There is no admission
charge.
The festival was organized to
revitalize and promote under-

standing of Native arts and
cultural heritage. It is intended
to help Natives of different
cultural backgrounds better
understand each other, and give
non-Natives the chance to learn
about Native values

Other goals are to encourage
contemporary Native cultural
development and provide Na
tive students with a way to re
vitalize Native arts and cultural
heritage. The festival is oordin
ated and planned by Native stu
dents, with the help of volun
teers

For more information, con
tact the Festival of Native Arts
office at 474-6839

DA

,(

Davis Con
Thursday
7:00 p.m
come
7:30—UAF Native dancers
Fairbanks Native Association
Johnson 0'Malley students

Opening and wel

1
|

8:10—Stevens Village
8:50—Gwich’in Dancers
9:30—Minto Dancers
10:10—Haines Dancers
10:50—Mount Juneau and
Eagle Raven Dancers
Friday
7:10 p.m.—Gwitch’in Dancers
7:50—Stevens Village
8:30—Haines Dancers
9:00—Guest speaker; Robert
Charlie
9:10—Minto
9:50—Mount J au and
Eagle Raven Dancers
10:30—Tlingit Haida |
11:10—UAF |

Saturday

7 m.—Minto |
7 Tlingit Haida
8:30—Mount Juneau and

Eagle Raven Dancers |
9:00—Robert Ch |
9:10—Stevens V |
9:50—Gwitch'in |
10:30 Pow Wow |
Schex

Two-step, swing, tush push not just for cowboys anymore

By CHRISTOPHER SMITH

Correspondent

arb Carter waltzed her
way into the world of coun
try western dancing 2%
years ago, after seeing an
advertisement for dance instruc
tion
*“I grew up in Montana and used
to go to 4-H dances,” she said. “1
always liked it, but I never had any
structured lessons.”

After mastering the two-step, the
most basic of country western
dances, Carter, 36, proceeded to
learn more complex moves, like
line dancing and various swing
dances

Today, Carter is addicted to the
art. She and her husband Jim
whom she met in dance class, teach
classes three nights a week, in addi
tion to frequenting both informal
dances and organized competi
tions.

Carter is among the growing
numbers of people in Fairbanks
being enticed to take lessons, par-
ticipate in competitions and show
off their moves at dances.

““Country music has gained a lot
in the last couple of years,” Carter

said. “The country dancing is a
kind of offspring to the popularity
of country music.

Part of the allure of country west
ern dancing is the challenge of
]earmng new dances, said James

“Jim” Grimes, a five-year mem
ber of the Fairbanks Country Kick
ers, an organization of dancers that
formed in the early 1980s.

““When people start dancing, they
learn the basic two-step, then they
learn some turns and then it snow
balls from there,” Grimes said.

Most poopl(‘ >ur( taking lessons
for fun n the other hand
said hc was hanghalcd into
learning and subsequently
teaching a class. Grimes, 26, said
the instructor gave him personal
lessons in exchange for help
teaching.

So I kinda got dragged into it
real fast,” he said. ‘‘But then I was
hooked.”

Grimes’ current dance challenge
is directing events for the Third
Annual Farthest North Country
Western Dance Festival, being
organized by the Country Kickers,
and slated for the Fairbanks Eagle
Hall March 5-7

““The festival is something the

SINewspaperArc

Kickers started two years ago and
has been held on the first weekend
of March every year,” he said

The idea is to bring new dances
into the state. We fly up a set of
instructors to bring new stuff into
the area

This year the festival will feature
Bruce and Connie Halfenberg from
Cincinnati, Ohio, and several dance
categories, including the new
“‘generic swing,”” for those who
concentrate more on arm and up
per body movement than on foot
movement, Grimes said

The
popular dance. It and the waltz are
prerequisite basics for any serious
country western dancer. The major
differences between any given
categories are mainly the music
and the footwork, Grimes said.

For example, the four-count
swing is an even one-two-three-four
step. The West Coast swing, mean.
while, has a triple step in it, chang
ing the look of the dance and the
music requirements

Folks who like a dance that is a
little more fun and a little less se
rious go for the tush push. The tush
push is a line dance; dancers move
along a line on the floor, shaking

their rears back and forth in a
fashion that C idresembles
synchronized dancing

Another favorite is the waltz. It is
not to be confused with the common
ballroom waltz, though, wherein
couples move around in a defined
square area. To do the country
waltz, couples dance counterclock
wise and travel all over the floor
Grimes said

Right now we have a partner
dance called the El Paso cha-cha
he said. *“The partner dance is a
chareographed set of sleps like a

i) Wi daes iooe wid
do a cha-cha step.

Carter said she likes the waltz be
cause of its romantic moves, but
her favorite is the East Coast
swing

The East Coast swing is a fun
not real structured dance, which
makes it more fun and relaxed
aid

Carter and her husband practice
an average of five to six hours
weekly in preparation for a major
competition like the upcoming fes
tival

‘We write down the moves we

See DANCE, Page C-3
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Badger Den—Karaoke on Friday
and Saturday nights. 3.1 Mile Bad
ger Road. Information: 488-6757

Big I—"Ta-Daa” every Monday
night, with an open mike for all
aspiring performers. This coming
Monday's lineup features Ed
VanArsdale, Lonesome Dove and
Toyos. Information: Hap Ryder
456-6437 (mornings); or 282
(afternoons or for bookings)

Blues Breakers— (formerly
Frank’s Place) Sons of Blues.
featuring Charly Hardage, David
Peck and Rif Rafson, playing blues
and boogie, Tuesdays 10 p.m.-until
Open8a.m.-5a.m. Monday through
Saturday, and 2 p.m. to 5a.m. Sun
days. 1705 S. Cushman St. Informa.
tion: 457-4266 or 452-9890

Cabaret—Features Still Smokin’
Band, playing 50s to '%0s rock and
blues, including requests and ori
ginals. Information: 456-1663

Chatanika Lodge—Zephyr plays
country and rock beginning at 9
p.m., Theresa Bauer plays country
and easy listening Sundays starting
at4 p.m. 28.5 Mile Steese Highway.
Information: 389-2164

Cheap Charley’s—Rick Mensik
and the All-Stars take the stage be-
ginning at 9 p.m. weekday
p.m. on Thursday,
Saturday. Monday is jam night;
Tuesday and Wednesday feature
karaoke and open mike; Thursday
through Saturday, the band plays
classic rock. Information: 456-7010.

Clinkerdagger's—The Kuhler
Brothers play rock and country

nights from 7-10 p.m. and Frida

and Saturdays 8 p.m.-until. Julie
Jordan and karaoke on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m. Dance to
favorites and requests. 24 College

Road. Information: 452
Club Alaskan—Band AK plays
rock 'n’ country Friday and Satur-
day from midnight-4:30 a.m
Trainor Gate Road and
Highway. Information: 45
Gordo's Restaurant—Toyos
plays Bolivian music Friday nights
beginning at 8 p.m. Information
451-0384
Greyhound Lounge—Drivin
Sidewayz plays '50s through '90s
rock 'n"roll. Airport Way and Cush
man Street. Information: 452-7977
Ivory Jack's—The Flyers will
play *‘roots rock’ and blues from 10
a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 27
Information: 455-6666.
Plate and Palette Gallery Cafe
Friday Night Live’ rtain
ment beginning at 8 p.m. This Fri
day the band “‘Savage Beats” will
play acoustic soul, rock, and folk
Information: 451-9294
Ranch Dinner House

Tony

plays '50s and '60s music for dining
and dancing. 2223 S. Cushman St
Information: 456-6600

Refinery Lounge—Chill plays
rock 'n’ roll Wednesday, Thursday
and Saturday this week, 10 p.m.-3
2.m. Sixth Avenue and Richardson
Highway. Information: 488-0335

Regency Fairbanks Hotel—Con
tie Logan plays from 6-8p.m. Tues
day through Thursday; Charly
Hardage plays from 8-10 p.m. Tues:

day, 8-until Wedn:
day, and 6 p.m

y and Thurs-
on Friday and

Saturday. Joy I > and Mr. D
join Charly 8 p.m. on
weekends. 95 10th Ave. Informa.
tion: 452-3200.

Tiki Cove—Joel Mattson sings
easy-listening Fridays be
ginning at 6 p.r performs

‘The Songs and Legends of Alas
ka’’ upon request. Information
452-1484

Tommy's Elbow Room—Fea

Slo Moe and the Kayakers.
playing true Al fiddler’s
410 Second Informa

tion: 452-3051
Sunset Inn—The New World

Band plays Wednesday through
345 Old
Informa

Sunday 10 p.m.-4 a.m
Richardson Highway
tion: 456-4754.

Schedule changes f
should be submitted in wri
led in, no later than n

or call 456-666

Staff report

Anart class Stephanie Nichols
took last year proved the turning
point for the budding artist,
whose work has since earned her
aspot as a national finalist in the
1993 Scholastic Art Awards
Competition.

That the Monroe High School
senior has won such recognition
is no surprise to her art teacher,
Betsy Sinkola. Nichols, 18, is a
talented painter who has pro
duced numerous successful
pieces, according to Sinkola.

“She is able to see important
value and color changes,” she
said. *“Consequently her work
has a strong presence.”’

She said Nichols approaches
her artwork with a good balance
between the intellectual and the
emotional.

“She is free and creative as
well as aware of the importance
of technique and practice,”
Sinkola said.

“I have always enjoyed art,
especially drawing, but 1 was
never really interested in paint-
ing until I took my first art class
last year,” Nichols said. *‘For
me, painting is more of a free
expression of art. If I make a
mistake, I can easily correct it.”

Nichols particularly favors

PRAISE—Teacher Betsy Sinkola says Stephanie’s art work has a strong presence.

surrealism and impressionism,
she said.

‘‘My favorite artists are
Monet and Salvador Dali,” she
said.

For now, art is primarily a
hobby for Nichols, although she
plans to pursue graphic art in
college. Next year, she plans to

ﬁiudding artist wins recognition in contest

g0 to college out of state, most
likely in Spokane, Wash.

Other current hobbies range
from playing basketball to in-
volvement in student council—
she is student body president
this year. At the same time, she
is a Natural Helper (a student
who volunteers to provide peer

Rob Stapleton/News-Miner

counseling) and secretary
treasurer of the Environmental
Club.

Other interests include
music—she likes ‘‘all kinds,”
she said, from Def Leppard to
Shostakovich.

Nichols’ parents are Doris and
Thomas Nichols.

Seagal to begin
filming March 15

The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE—The Alaska
Film Office and Warner Brothers
said Tuesday filming will begin in
Alaska March 15 for *‘Spirit War-
rior,”” an action picture starring
and directed by Steven Seagal

Seagal, best known for martial
arts films such as “Marked For
Death,” has already begun scout
ing filming locations in Nome and
Valdez. Film office officials say
Fairbanks and Anchorage loca
tions are also being considered.

Warner Brothers officials have
described the films as an “‘eco-
themed, action adventure™ about
an oil worker who's rescued by a
tribe of Natives.

The Natives regard Seagal’s
character as a mythic figure, a
Spirit Warrior

The state’s film office said the
movie will be the 12th shot in Alas
ka. Filming this summer is ex
pected to inject $5 million into the
state’s economy

More than 100 Alaskans are to be
hired to work on the film, the film
office said

VCR REPAIR

and Stereo Repair

456-6264
NORTHERN ELECTRONIC DESIGN

Under Hoitt's Stereo on Airport Rd.

IVORY JACK'S
THE pLUE FLYERS

y - SATURDAY, FEB. 27th
AM

9PM-1A

455-6666

]
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the Root Woman, and the Blood
Woman. In visual juxtaposition,
their attire includes both authe:
Native design and man-made dis-
posable items—soda cans, potato
chip bags, and other empty con-
tainers

The acting and dancing of the
characters is extremely convine-
ing. The Eagle Mother, played by
Karen Kielsen, undergoes a
dramatic transformation.
Kielsen's dancing is hypnotic and
communicative, as she evolves
from a grieving old woman to an
energetic healing shaman

Both the Root Woman (Melanie
Brown) and the Blood Woman
(Ransom Amaranthal) add to the
confusing coexistence of the
ancient and modern world. Brown
effectively communicates her
character’s pain and anguish, and
her appearance and disappearance
in a smoldering fire are excellent
visual effects.

Other convincing roles are play-
ed by Amber Best, Kathy Bolak,
Paul Mountain, and Andrea Yee
(the Underworld People) and Peter
Dillingham and Olivia Hill (the
Snakes). They add to the dreamy
quality of the production, evoking a
sense of eeriness and wonderment
of the unknown.

Paul Asicksik and Wilma Brown,
who play the Inupiat couple, do an
excellent job portraying Natives
struggling to reconcile their mod-
ern identities and their heritage

Remaining performances of
““The Eagle’s Gift" are scheduled
at 8:15 p.m. today, Friday and
Saturday, with matinees at 4 p.m
Saturday and Sunday only. Tickets
are $10 for adults, and $5 for stu-
dents, seniors, military and Festiv-
al of Native Arts participants. For
more information, call 474-7551

Continued from Page C-1

Adams even spoke his wedding
vows in the Refuge’s Okpilak River
Valley. Musical accompaniment
was by an aerolean harp, an instru-
ment that sings when wind strums
its strings.

The Alaska Soundscape Project
will continue even after this latest
work is complete. Adams is a hun
ter of sound, of new sonic experi
ences that will seep deep into the
listener’s consciousness and linger
there

Just as Native hunters never pre-
sume they will “‘bag a moose”
when they walk into the wilderness,
Adams never presumes he will re
cord a certain sound. Like the hun
ter, he journeys into wild places to
listen and experience.

‘My work is about listening with
heightened attentiveness to things
I've never heard before,” he said.

““Farewell to

with

Adams also harbors a deep love
of and fascination with silence, par-
ticularly in this age of sound pollu-
tion.

“In a spiritual
a sacred sound, 3
haunts a lot of my music.

To keep his ear sharp, he avoids
listening to music in his spare
time—even his own music

“I'ration it in order to savor it,”
he said.

He savors sound. He savors
music. Both are his life’s work.

“It’s an incredible blessing to be
able to do what I feel called upon to
do with my life,” he said. *‘I cannot
imagine doing anything else.”
The premiere performance of
“Earth and the Great Weather”
will be at 7 p.m. Saturday in the
Wood Center ballroom on campus,
in celebration of the 20th
anniversary of the Festival of Na

sense, silence has
id. “‘Silence

) S
Fairbanks’’
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WET T-SHIRT CONTEST

THIS FRIDA
For more informati

for an evening of fi
and entert
with

every Friday and Saturday Night

Y NIGHT
on call 456-7010

ne food, dancing
ainment

(Public Meeting

The public is invited to attend a
presentation of the wastewater
sludge  disposal alternatives
studied by FMUS. Information on
landfilling, incineration, co-firing,
soil enhancement, and composting
will be discussed

In addition, FMUS will discuss a
RFP Sludge Disposa
Service for the City of Fairbanks.

P to provide

For additional information contact
John Miko, FMUS Water/Waste
water Utility Superintendent at
459-6259.

Now offering
Fairbanks’ largest
selection in

KARAOKE
SINGING MACHINE SONGS

Over 5,000 Rock 'n’ Roll,
Country Western, Rhythm
and Blues, Showtunes

Cantinal

Rehearsal

Contest Ni
judged by

LI
featuri

FRIDAY
Night-Open Mike

SATURDAY

MONDAY

finest musicians

ght-Prizes-Winner
applause meter.

VE JAZZ
ng Fairbanks'

tive Arts. The show encores at 4
p.m. Sunday. Additional perform
ances will be at 7 p.m. March 5 and
at 8 p.m. March 6.

Directed by Dave Hunsaker, it
will feature Inupiat performers
James Nageak and Doreen Sim:
monds. Gwich'in perfomers in
clude Lincoln Tritt and Adeline
Raboff.

IT WORKS

Tickets are available at the Wood
Center, the Fairbanks Arts Asso-
ciation, New Horizons Gallery,
Baker and Baker Booksellers, In-
stitute of Alaska Native Arts,
Artworks and Hot Licks.

Prices are $12 for adults, and $10
for students and senior citizens.
For more information, call 456-

6485,

Classified
Advertising

@ Coll 4525122

66THE ONE MOVIE EVERYONE WILL BE TALKING ABDUT.

PPROVOCATIVE. DARING. DON'T MISS IT!

MICHAEL

HE FIRST REAL MOVIE OF THE 90's.%Y

DOUGLAS

The adventures of an ordinary man
at war with the everyday world.

< .
STARTS FRIDAY
GOLDSTREAM CINEMAS

Come on in, pick out that
little something that will
lure him into your web.
“Purr with delight” . .
Wear a stretch lace cat suit
that would make any panther

purr!

Linens e7 Lace

Shoppers Forum Annex
1255 Airport Way 451-0009

'\/AG\M Place To Shop!

ANTIQUE MALL

Anchorage

ANTIQUE
SHOW & SALE

4 Days Only

Thurs., Fri., Sat. & Sun.
Feb. 25, 26, 27 & 28

DATE: Wednesday, March 3, = and Latin songs s e
e e e Break the Winter Blues with Bentley Mall
TIME: 7:00 P.M el \ Music & Mario’s Savory Mexican Food ntley Ma
0%\ 100 an® © Furniture ® Glass
PLACE: Fairbanks City Council Nesoff (e »
Crambore - GORDO’S CANTINA & CAFE 8 Jeweiry @ Tooks
City Hall ¥ o

Just North of Cushman St. Bridge near Fairbanks Daily News-Miner
Hours: 11 a.m. to 1 a.m Monday-Saturday

640 Fifth Avenue © Comic Books
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