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UNLEARNING RACISM IN THE GEOSCIENCES

◼ 28 participants 
◼ 4 PIs, 2 postdocs and RAs, 5 graduate students, 

10 TFS staff, 3 TFS management, and 1 NEON, 1 
Battelle-ARO, and 2 former users

◼ 7 deliverables drafted (available to 
download on URGE website or in Google 
doc)

◼ Discussion notes available

https://urgeoscience.org/pods/toolik-field-station/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GXc54GY_SzbRQI9je3zTmSHq3RBc4Vw7rZwN4xRqU-U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GXc54GY_SzbRQI9je3zTmSHq3RBc4Vw7rZwN4xRqU-U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10dnhvb4YE5quthIz8DBX6DnM52v_Wmt5QKJEGJJoWn0/edit?usp=sharing


UNLEARNING RACISM IN THE GEOSCIENCES

What’s Next?
◼ Always recruiting new members
◼ Curriculum is available online for self-guided 

course

◼ Continuing URGE this winter—still waiting 
to hear from URGE leaders about 

◼ Likely will shift Toolik’s focus from URGE 
to monthly or quarterly DEI Discussion 
and Action Group



UNLEARNING RACISM IN THE GEOSCIENCES

◼ Grad student 
participant: “It's really 
important that if we 
have these kinds of 
discussions, then we 
take that input, take 
it seriously, and 
follow through. In my 
head, it's not over yet.”

◼ RA participant: “It was 
exciting to try to take some 
actions in a community that I 
also really care about. My 
hope is that everyone 
regardless of their 
background or identity 
can experience that kind 
of community at Toolik.”

◼ PI participant: Discussions 
had an “open, positive, 
receptive atmosphere” 
that at the same time, 
“really dug into the Toolik 
structure and looked for 
places where we could 
make improvements in the 
system. …There was no 
judgment, but there 
was critical thought.”

Feedback from Participants



DEI COMMUNITY DISCUSSIONS

◼ Two in-camp DEI discussions (notes 
available for 1 July and 4 August)
◼ 31+ people in attendance

◼ Two off-season virtual discussions
◼ 11 Oct, Indigenous Peoples’ Day discussion 

on decolonization and workshopping land 
acknowledgements (notes, slides)

◼ 3 Nov, brainstorming a Statement of 
Commitment (notes, jamboard, slides)

◼ Collaborating with the Arctic LTER 
DEI committee and the IAB JEDI 
committee

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hIpJRcI9TOLWSofAleZBuNwir-q_eCZYt3BnBymx_2E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r2dA7JqQwGjs2UpeP099jLB1USOijMS8ArgqNeZD-X8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JOSLVMBYKdPJI76TNQuEGNi3NRT5JfL7bKaKLHJQmRg/edit#heading=h.pthml8x8qfga
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wBIlPrUBi8zXfYTfGsKXkpZGUUFfV36CnILexkrMqCk/edit#slide=id.gf704f44348_0_5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JOSLVMBYKdPJI76TNQuEGNi3NRT5JfL7bKaKLHJQmRg/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ErpOHpq_mDgtTVy4kBa8ih69OChBOBg0_mwtMBldWE8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AayfKceHTjh6R3jeQRBOwBtFkVBmLg55P8hwiUfUpms/edit?usp=sharing


OTHER DEI ACTIONS

◼ Naturalist Journal published in Spanish and English
◼ Thank you EDC season techs Dani Aguirre and Mayra 

Melendez Gonzalez!

◼ Spanish Speaking Dinner Club
◼ Appointed a second science community liaison, Lexy 

Salinas
◼ Posted inclusivity flyers/Pride flags in camp
◼ Created online reporting form for incidents of bias, 

bullying, microaggressions, discrimination, harassment, 
and assault.
◼ Option of anonymous reporting

http://bit.ly/ToolikReporting


2021 TRAININGS

◼ Available for all in camp
◼ GreenDot Bystander Intervention

◼ Emphasized to users and staff that Hollaback! Active Bystander Trainings are free, frequent, and 
highly informative

◼ URGE self-guided course

◼ Available for staff and UAF researchers
◼ QPR Suicide Prevention

◼ LGBTQ+ SafeZone

◼ Project-specific Arctic Field Safety Training

https://www.ihollaback.org/harassmenttraining/


HAVE QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, CONCERNS?

Please reach out! 
Email: uaf-toolik-communication@alaska.edu

hdunleavy@alaska.edu
Phone: 907-474-6407

Schedule a chat: calendly.com/hdunleavy

mailto:uaf-toolik-communication@alaska.edu
mailto:hdunleavy@alaska.edu
https://calendly.com/hdunleavy

