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Graduate Programs

2.C.12 Graduate programs are consistent with the institution’s mission; a\F‘e in keeping with the
expectations of their respective disciplines and professions; and are described through nomenclature
that is appropriate to the levels of graduate and professional degrees offered. They differ from
undergraduate programs by requiring greater depth of study and increased demands on student
intellectual or creative capacities; knowledge of the literature of the field; and ongoing student

engagement in research, scholarship, creative expression, and/or appropriate high-level professional

practice.
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2.C.13 Graduate admission and retention policies ensure that student qualifications and expectations
are compatible with the institution’s mission and the program’s requirements. Transfer of credit is
evaluated according to clearly defined policies by faculty with a major commitment to graduate
education or by a representative body of faculty responsible for the degree program at the receiving
institution.

2.C.14 Graduate credit may be granted for internships, field experiences, and clinical practices that are
an integral part of the graduate degree program. Credit toward graduate degrees may not be granted
for experiential learning that occurred prior to matriculation into the graduate degree program. Unless
the institution structures the graduate learning experience, monitors that learning, and assesses
learning achievements, graduate credit is not granted for learning experiences external to the students’
formal graduate programs.

2.C.15 Graduate programs intended to prepare students for research, professional practice, scholarship,
or artistic creation are characterized by a high level of expertise, originality, and critical analysis.
Programs intended to prepare students for artistic creation are directed toward developing personal
expressions of original concepts, interpretations, imagination, thoughts, or feelings. Graduate programs
intended to prepare students for research or scholarship are directed toward advancing the frontiers of
knowledge by constructing and/or revising thearies and creating or applying knowledge. Graduate
programs intended to prepare students for professional practice are directed toward developing high
levels of knowledge and performance skills directly related to effective practice within the profession.



