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PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION: 

DEGREE PROGRAM Fisheries 

Degree Level: (i.e., Certificate, A.A., A.A.S., B.A., B.S., M.A., M.s., Ph.D.) PhD 

A. CHANGE IN DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: (Brief statement of program/ degree changes and objectives) 

This proposal modifies the admission recluirements to the PhD in Fisheries. 

B. CURRENT REQUIREMENTS AS IT APPEARS IN THE CATALOG: 

Graduate Program - Ph.D. Degree 
I. Complete the following admission requirement: 

I. Complete a master's degree in a fi sheries·related field. 
2. Submit ORE scores. 

2. Complete the general university requirements. 
3. Complete the Ph.D. degree requirements. 
4. Complete at least one year of full-time course work, as approved by the student's advisory committee. 
5. Complete a thesis. 
6. Minimum credits required- IS credits 

C. PROPOSED REQUIREMENTS AS IT WILL APPEAR IN THE CATALOG WITH THESE CHANGES: 
(Underline new wordine and use complete catalog format) 

Graduate Program - Ph.D. Degree 
I. Complete the following admiss ion requirement: 

I. Complete a master's degree in a fisheries-related field or meet the requiren1ents as outlined below to be 
i!!;;:cegl~d dir~!;;: tly into a PhD nrooram withQI.!I a master's deg~. 

2. Submit GRE scores. 
2. Complete the general univers ity requirements. 
3. Complete the Ph.D. degree requirements. 
4. Complete at least one year of full -time course work, as approved by the student'S advisory committee. 
5. Complete a thesis. 
6. Minimum credits required- IS credits 

Admission tQ PhD nrogqun ~ir~!;;: lly from Ba~h~lor's l1rogram: Entering graduate stud~nts whose highest earn!;:d dl;:gree is thl;: 
baccalaureate are nonnall y admitted as MS candidates. Howeverl excegtionallv able and accomnlished students in this 
catego£Y: are eligible for di rect admission to the PhD I2rogram. Criteria for direct admission 10 the PhD nrogram from the 
baccalaureate are 

1. Endorsement by gronosed chair of graduate advisory committee AN D 2 or 3 below. 
2. AI least one first-authored manuscri(2t (2ublished or accented for gublicarion in a ~r-reviewed scienti fic journal or 

receiot of an NSF NIH or similar oresri Qious ore-doctoral fellowshio 



OR 
3. Demonstrated research I2rofici enc~ (e.g. undergraduate thesis, Research Ex:~riences for !Jndergraduates (REU) or other 
int!i:n~;ive r~arch ~x~rience} d~lm~nt!::g in thj;; am2li!;;:3tion AND !:;ither (1) attaineg a QPA Qf at least ~ ~ at th~ 
und~rgraduate lev~l , Qr (2} scored at thl:: B:Q% l~ve l in 2 Qf 3 categQri~ in th!:: QRE. 

Students who elect this rome must fu lfill cQursc reguirements as outlined for BOTH the MS and PhD degrees. Al2l2Jicants 
whQ dQ IlQl meet th~~e criI!::ri a may !;:nter the graduate I!TQgram as M S candig iltes and in !::x~el2tiQnal cases may l2e:{itiQn fQf 

cQnv!:~iQn tQ the PhD I2TQgram afi!::T Advi!lJcement to Cpndidacy CfQT th!:: MSl. Such ~titiQn s muSl be al2l2rQv~d 
both QY the student's current <MS:l and I2Tol!Qsed (PhD) advison:: committee and the DireclOr or designee. 

D. ESTIMATED IMPACT 
WHAT IMPACT, IF ANY, WILL THIS HAVE ON BUDGET, FACILITIES/SPACE, FACULTY, ETC. 

It is anticipated that this change wiU allow the recruitment of exceptional students into the PhD 
Fisheries program. The Fisheries PhD program is the only PhD program at UAF that required a 
Master's degree for admission to a PhD program. 

E. IMPACTS ON PROGRAMS/DEPTS: 
What programs/departments will be affected by this proposed action? 
Include information on the Prof!famslOeoanmenrs contacted (e.sL email, memo) 

No impacts anticipated beyond the Fisheries program. The Fisheries Division Faculty unanimously approved 
thi s change at their August 2009 faculty retreat. 

F. IF MAJOR CHANGE - ASSESSMENT OF THE PROGRAM: 
Descriplion of the student learning outcomes assessment process.) 

Not a major change. 

JUST/FlCATION FOR ACTION REQUESTED 
The purpose of the department and campus·wide cu rri cu lum committees is to scrutini ze program/degree change 
applications to make sure that the quality of UAF education is not lowered as a result of the proposed change. Please 
address this in your response. This section needs to be self-explanatory. If you drop a course, is it because the material 
is covered elsewhere? Use as much space as needed to fu lly justify the proposed change and explain what has been 
done to ensure that the quality of the program is not compromised as a result. 

The PhD in Fisheries is the only PhD program to require a Master's degree for admission. Other programs 
and faculty at UAF may encourage students to get a Master's degree, but none require it. An analysis of 
other degree programs in the Fisheries discipline (U Washington, U Florida, Michigan State, NC State, OSU, 
TAMU, URI, Montanta State) was conducted. Many of these programs provided a mechanism for 
exceptional students to enroll directly in a PhD program. With this change, we anticipate being able to 
compete with these other programs and recruit exceptional students directly into the Fisheries PhD 
program. 



APPROVALS: 
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Curriculum Committee SFOS 

Members: Trent Sutton (Chair) 
Katrin Iken 
Jeremy Mathi s 

Program/Degree Requirement Change: Fisheries Ph.D. 

Faculty Senate Form: 

Clarify and Address the following: 

15 February 20 I 0 

• In boxes Band C, please remove the underline for "general university 
requirements" and "Ph .D. degree requirements". Underline implies new wording. 
Corrected. 

• Tn box C, point 3 states "demonstrated research proficiency". What is/are the 
criteria for proficiency? Examples provided. Ultimately student will have to 
make a convincing case in their application. 

• In box C, the term Director should be changed to Academic Program Head to 
reflect the current strllcture for Fisheries Division. As the structure of the 
Fisheries program is temporary, wording was modified to "Director or designee". 




