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TRIAL COURSE OR NEW COURSE PROPOSAL

SUBMITTED BY:

Department

Prepared by

Email

Contact

Biology and Wildlife College/School

Phone

Faculty Contact

CNSM

Donald A. Walker X2460

dawalker@alaska.edu Donald A. Walker

1. ACTION DESIRED

(CHECK ONE):
Trial Course New Course

2. COURSE IDENTIFICATION:

Justify upper/lower division
status & number ofcredits:

RECEIVED

OCT - 5 2011

Dean's Office

3. PROPOSED COURSE TITLE;

Dept BIOL Course # 461/661 No. ofCredits

Justification for unner division: The Arctic Plants and Vegetation
Ecology: LECTURE course will include detailed background and
literature study of Arctic plant communities including their composition,
structure, paleo-history, major environmental controls, applications of
Arctic vegetation methods to current Arctic issues such as climate change,
wildlife management, and changing land-use in the Arctic. It will also
provide an in depth look at winter vegetation ecology and hands-on
introduction of arctic vascular plants, mosses, and lichen. The course
requires a solid foundation in basic biology (Biol 115 & 116) and either
Introduction to Plant Biology (BIOL 239) or Principles of Ecology (BIOL
271).

Justification for graduate 600 stacking: Graduate students will be
expected to produce a 10-page written research paper that demonstrates
an in-depth knowledgeof the literature related to the topic that they will
also deliver as an oral presentation. Graduate students will also help to
lead the group discussions of the lectures and the reading assignments.

Justification for 2 credit hours: This LECTURE component is part of a 2-
part packageconsisting of a spring semester 2-hr LECTURE course,and a
2-hr FIELD (practicum) taught in early summer. Students can enroll in
either or both parts. The course consists of the following parts:
Lectures on Arctic ecosystems (see course syllabus): 13 hours (780 minutes
lecture)
Winter ecology: 4 hours of lecture and a field trip to Eagle Summit (240

OoiiSge Of Natural Science &Mathemailcsminutes of lecture, 480 minutes practicum).
Overview of key vascular plants, mosses and lichens: 7 hours (420
minutes) lecture, 7 hours (420 minutes) lab.
TOTAL about 1440 minutes of lecture. 480 minutes of field practicum.
and 420 minutes of lab.

Arctic Plants and Vegetation Ecology: Lecture

4. To be CROSS LISTED? YES/NO No Ifyes, Dept: Course #

(Requires approval ofboth departments anddeans involved. Add lines atendofform for such signatures.)

Course* [^5. To be STACKED? YES/NO

6. FREQUENCY OF OFFERING:

Yes Ifyes, Dept. BIOL

Spring
Fall, Spring, Summer (Every, or Even-numbered Years, or Odd-numbered Years) —orAs

Demand Warrants

7. SEMESTER & YEAR OFFIRST OFFERING (AY2011-12 if
approved by3/1/2012; otherwise AY2012-13)

The package of two Z-hrcoursesis offered insteadof a single4-hrcoursebecausesome students taking
the LECTURE component will not be able to participate in the FIELD component because ofwork or other
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