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Arctic Plants and Vegetation Ecology: FIELD

Justification for upper division: The Arctic Plants and Vegetation
Ecology: FIELD course includes detailed field examination of Arctic
plants and plant communities including their composition, structure, and
major environmental controls. An emphasis will be on field sampling
using the Braun-Blanquet rcleve approach. The course requires a solid
foundation in basic biology (BIOL 115 & 116) and either Introduction to
Plant Biology (BIOL 239) or Principles of Ecology (BIOL 271).

Justification for graduate 600 stacking: Graduate students will be

expected to produce a 5-page written research paper involving analysis of
field data collected during the excursion and an in-depth knowledge of the
literature related to their study. They will also be expected to act as team
leaders for the vegetation sampling and actively participate in the logistics
for the expedition.

Justification for 2 credit hours: This course is part of a 2-course package
that consists of a spring semester 2-credit hr LECTURE component, and
this summer 2-hr field FIELD (practicum). Students can enroll in either or
both parts. The FIELD portion of the course consists of the following
parts:

1. 2-day preparation period consisting of overview lectures 4 hours
(240 minutes of lecture) student planning and logistic preparation
12 hrs (720 minutes of practicum)

2. 10-day field excursion on the Dalton Highway: 12 hours (720
minutes) of lecture and 68 hours (4080 minutes) of practicum.

3. 2-day preparation and presentation of student oral summaries of
field projects. 16 hours (960 minutes) of practicum.
TOTAL about 16 hours (960 minutes) lecture and 96 hours (5760
minutes) practicum.

The package of two 2-hr courses is offered instead ofa single 4-
hr course because some students taking the LECTURE
component will not be able to participate in the FIELD
component because ofwork other commitments (e.g. those
enrolled in the Wildlife Department with summer internships or
jobs). Also we will list both courses as University of the Arctic
offerings and want to give the students the option of taking
either the LECTURE or the FIELD component or (preferably)
both.
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