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RUSS/NORS 486 
 

Russian Culture and Society in the 21st Century 
 

3 credits • GRUE 614 • TR 2:00-3:30 
 

 
Prof. Trina R. Mamoon Office hours: MWF 1:00 to 2:00 
Office: 608A Gruening  
Phone: 474-5460        Email:trmamoon@alaska.edu 

 
 

Prerequisites: COMM F131X or F141X; ENGL F111X; ENGL F211 or F213X; for RS majors 

RUSS 202; for NORS majors minimum of two NORS courses completed; junior standing or 

instructor permission. 

 
Course overview 

 
This course is designed for Russian Studies and Northern Studies majors and for those 

wishing to improve their knowledge of contemporary Russian culture. We will address the 

question of Russian national identity as it has evolved over the past 100 years. The course 

is divided into three sections, as our examination of Russian culture will be informed by 

three different yet interrelated fields: literature, history of the “Russian North,” and current 

events as represented in the Russian media. In the first third of the course we will study 

literary texts that help to understand significant developments in Russian society and 

history from the early twentieth century to the present. The second part of the course will 

examine the concept of the “Russian North,” and how it has changed in Russian 

consciousness. During the last part we will study current events as reported in Russian 

media, using literary texts, newspaper articles, online news sites, clips from television 

news, and films as our sources. These texts will help shed light on the complex entity that is 

present-day Russia. 

 

There will be three response papers (5-6 pages each) of the assigned readings and news 

clips and a 6-8 page term paper due at the end of the semester. Instructions on the writing 

assignments will be given out beforehand. For the oral presentation students will research 
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and discuss an issue or movement that has helped shape contemporary post-Soviet Russia. 

(Topics for term papers and class presentations will be chosen in consultation with the 

instructor.) 

 

Objectives  

• Study targeted works of Russian literature from the late nineteenth to the late 
twentieth century 

• Learn about important aspects of Russian culture and history 

• Learn about the “Russian North” 

• Study current events in Russia as represented through Russian media 

• Improve students’ understanding of Russian national identity 

• Sharpen students’ critical thinking abilities 

• Improve Russian language and research skills (for Russian Studies majors) 

 
Expected Learning Outcomes 
 

• Students will be able to gain in-depth knowledge of contemporary Russian culture 
and society 

• Students will be able to become familiar with the concept of the “Russian North”  

• Students will be able to critically assess material from the Russian mass media and 
other sources 

• Students will be able to read authentic Russian-language texts and do research in 
Russian (option for Russian Studies majors) 

• Students will be able to learn to understand authentic Russian speech 

 

Required Material 

• Dostoevsky, Feodor. “Notes from the Underground” (available online) 
• Tolstoy, Leo. “Prisoner of the Caucasus” (available online) 
• Turgenev, Ivan. Fathers and Sons 
• Goscilo, Helena. Glasnost: An Anthology of Russian Literature 
• Remnick, David. Resurrection  (excerpts on e-res) 
• Politkovskaya, Anna. Putin’s Russia (excerpts on e-res) 
• Online news clips from Russian news agencies 
• http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2011/12/19/111219fa_fact_remnick 

 

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2011/12/19/111219fa_fact_remnick
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Recommended Readings:  

• Service, Robert. A History of Modern Russia  
• Satter, David. Darkness at Dawn 

 

Evaluation and Grading Policy 

 
Attendance     10%  

Participation     5% 

Presentation     15%  

Response papers (x3)    45%     

Term paper     25% 

 

Students are not graded on a curve. 

NB This course will use plus-minus grading. 

Grading scale   

A+ 97-100 
A 93-96  

A- 90-92  

B+ 87-89 
B 83-86 

B- 80-82  

C+ 77-79 

C 73-76  

C- 70-72  

D+ 67-69  

D 63-66 

D- 60-62 

F 0-60 

 
 
Course Policy 

Attendance and participation make up 15% of your final grade. If students have more than 

FIVE unexcused absences (documented medical emergencies or university-sanctioned trips 

are considered excused absences), they will receive an F on the attendance and 

participation component of their grade. Students are expected to come to each class session 

on time. Students are expected to do all the readings and submit assignments on the day 

they are due. 10 points will be taken off for each day that the assignments are late. Class 

discussions are meant to add to the understanding of the material under review and to give 
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every student an opportunity to contribute. Therefore, class discussions should not be 

dominated by one or two students, and participation should be relevant and constructive.  

 

Disability Services 

The instructor will work with the Office of Disabilities Services (203 WHIT, 474-7043) to 

provide reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities. 

 

Please keep a respectful attitude in class.  As the professor shows respect to the students, 

the students are expected to return that courtesy.  

No food, drink, cell phones and beepers are allowed while class is in session.  

 

 
Tentative Schedule 

Week 

1     Brief introduction to Russian history and literature 

2     Discussion of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky short stories 

3     Discussion of Turgenev’s Fathers and Sons 

4     Discuss stories assigned from the Glasnost Anthology 

5    Discuss stories assigned from the Glasnost Anthology 

6     Response paper # 1 due; discussion of the “Russian North”  

7    Discuss readings about the “Russian North ”   

8    Film: Prisoner of the Mountains followed by discussion 

9    Discuss Remnick’s New Yorker article and Resurrection  

10     Response paper # 2 due; read excerpts from Politkovskaya. 

11     Read excerpts from Politkovskaya. Term paper guidelines 

12     Film: Brother followed by discussion 

13     Discuss online news clips from Russian news agencies 

14   Presentations. Discuss online news clips from Russian media 

15   Response paper # 3 due. Presentations. 

Term papers due on the day of Final Exam (hard copy only) 
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