
FORMAT 2 
Submit originals (including syllabus) and one copy and electronic copy to the Faculty Senate Office 

See http://www.uaf.edu/uafgov/faculty-senate/curriculum/course-degree-procedures-/ for a complete description of the rules 
governing curriculum & course changes. 

CHANGE COURSE (MAJOR) and DROP COURSE PROPOSAL 
Attach a syllabus, except if dropping a course. 

 

SUBMITTED BY: 
Departmen
t 

 Elementary College/Sch
ool 

School of Education 

Prepared 
by 

Jann Laiti/Carol Barnhardt Phone 6447/6457 

Email 
Contact 

jmlaiti@alaska.edu 
cabarnhardt@alaska.edu 

Faculty 
Contact 

Carol Barnhardt 

 

 

1.  COURSE IDENTIFICATION: As the course now exists. 
Dept  ED Course # 479/688 No. of Credits 2 

      
 

COURSE TITLE Science Methods and Curriculum Development 
 

 

2.  ACTION DESIRED: Changes to be made to the existing course. 
Change Course x  If Change, indicate below what 

change.  
 Drop 

Course 
 

 

NUMBER    TITLE  DESCRIPTION  
PREREQUISITES   FREQUENCY OF OFFERING   
CREDITS (including credit 
distribution) 

 3  COURSE CLASSIFICATION   

CROSS-LISTED   Dept.  (Requires approval of both departments and deans involved.  
Add lines at end of form for such signatures.) 

STACKED 
(400/600) 
Include syllabi. 

X Dept. ED Course #  
479/688 

OTHER (please 
specify) 

To take effect  FALL 2013.  

 

 

3.  COURSE FORMAT 
NOTE: Course hours may not be compressed into fewer than three days per credit. Any course compressed into 
fewer than six weeks must be approved by the college or school's curriculum council and the appropriate Faculty 
Senate curriculum committee. Furthermore, any core course compressed to less than six weeks must be approved 
by the core review committee.  
COURSE FORMAT:  
(check all that apply) 

 1  2  3  4  5 x 6 weeks to full 
semester 

OTHER FORMAT 
(specify all that apply) 

 

Mode of delivery 
(specify lecture, field 
trips, labs, etc) 

 

 

 

4.  COURSE CLASSIFICATIONS: (undergraduate courses only. Use approved criteria found on Page 
10 & 17 of the manual.  If justification is needed, attach on separate sheet.) 

H = Humanities    S = Social Sciences   
 

Will this course be used to fulfill a requirement  
for the baccalaureate core? 

YES  NO x 

IF YES, check which core requirements it could be used to fulfill: 

http://www.uaf.edu/uafgov/faculty-senate/curriculum/course-degree-procedures-/
mailto:jmlaiti@alaska.edu
mailto:cabarnhardt@alaska.edu


O = Oral Intensive,  
Format 6 also submitted  W = Writing Intensive,  Format 7 

submitted  Natural Science, Format 8 
submitted  

 

 

5.  COURSE REPEATABILITY:  
Is this course repeatable for credit? YES  NO x 

 

Justification:  Indicate why the course can be repeated  
(for example, the course follows a different theme 
each time). 

 

 

How many times may the course be repeated for credit?   TIMES 
 

If the course can be repeated with variable credit, what is the maximum number 
of credit hours that may be earned for this course? 

  
CREDIT
S 

 

 

6.  CURRENT CATALOG DESCRIPTION AS IT APPEARS IN THE CATALOG: including dept., 
number, title and credits 

ED F479 Science Methods and Curriculum Development  
 
2 Credits  
Offered Spring 
 
Study and application in the classroom of the best practices from research-based strategies for the teaching and 
learning of science concepts, content and methods for students in elementary classrooms with diverse 
populations. Requires development and classroom implementation of science unit. Classroom internship 
required. Prerequisites: Admission to internship year; concurrent enrollment in other internship year courses; 
Alaska passing scores for three Praxis I exams. Stacked with ED F688. (2+0) 
 
ED F688 Science Methods and Curriculum Development  
 
2 Credits  
Offered Spring 
 
Study and application in the classroom of the best practices from research-based strategies for the teaching and 
learning of science concepts, content and methods for students in elementary classrooms with diverse 
populations. Requires development and classroom implementation of science unit. Classroom internship 
required. Prerequisites: Admission to the post-baccalaureate elementary licensure program; graduate standing; 
or permission of instructor. Stacked with ED F479. (2+0) 
 

 

 

7.  COMPLETE CATALOG DESCRIPTION AS IT WILL APPEAR WITH THESE CHANGES: (Underline 
new wording strike through old wording and use complete catalog format including dept., 
number, title, credits and cross-listed and stacked.)  PLEASE SUBMIT NEW COURSE 
SYLLABUS.  For stacked courses the syllabus must clearly indicate differences in required 
work and evaluation for students at different levels.   

ED F479 Science Methods and Curriculum Development  
 
2 3 Credits  
Offered Spring 
 
Study and application in the classroom of the best practices from research-based strategies for the teaching and 
learning of science concepts, content and methods for students in elementary classrooms with diverse 
populations. Requires development and classroom implementation of science unit. Classroom internship 
required. Prerequisites: Admission to internship year; concurrent enrollment in other internship year courses; 
Alaska passing scores for three Praxis I exams. Stacked with ED F688. (2.5+0+1.5) 
 
ED F688 Science Methods and Curriculum Development  
 
2 3 Credits  
Offered Spring 
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Study and application in the classroom of the best practices from research-based strategies for the teaching and 
learning of science concepts, content and methods for students in elementary classrooms with diverse 
populations. Requires development and classroom implementation of science unit. Classroom internship 
required. Prerequisites: Admission to the post-baccalaureate elementary licensure program; graduate standing; 
or permission of instructor. Stacked with ED F479. (2.5+0+1.5) 
 

 

 

8.  IS THIS COURSE CURRENTLY CROSS-LISTED?     
YES/N
O 

No If Yes,  DEPT  NUMBER  

 (Requires written notification of each department and dean involved.  Attach a copy of 
written notification.) 

 

9.  GRADING SYSTEM:   Specify only one 
LETTER
: 

x PASS/FAIL:  
 

 

10.  ESTIMATED IMPACT  
WHAT IMPACT, IF ANY, WILL THIS HAVE ON BUDGET, FACILITIES/SPACE, FACULTY, ETC. 
No impact. 
 

11. LIBRARY COLLECTIONS 
Have you contacted the library collection development officer (kljensen@alaska.edu, 474-6695) 
with regard to the adequacy of library/media collections, equipment, and services available for the 
proposed course?  If so, give date of contact and resolution.  If not, explain why not.    

No x Yes   No change. 
 

 

12. IMPACTS ON PROGRAMS/DEPTS: 
What programs/departments will be affected by this proposed action? 
Include information on the Programs/Departments contacted (e.g., email, memo) 
None other than the School of Education. 
 

13.  POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE IMPACTS 
Please specify positive and negative impacts on other courses, programs and departments 
resulting from the proposed action. 
None. 
 

 

 

JUSTIFICATION FOR ACTION REQUESTED 
The purpose of the department and campus-wide curriculum committees is to scrutinize course 
change and new course applications to make sure that the quality of UAF education is not lowered as 
a result of the proposed change.  Please address this in your response.  This section needs to be 
self-explanatory. If you ask for a change in # of credits, explain why; are you increasing the amount 
of material covered in the class?  If you drop a prerequisite, is it because the material is covered 
elsewhere?  If course is changing to stacked (400/600), explain higher level of effort and 
performance required on part of students earning graduate credit.  Use as much space as needed to 
fully justify the proposed change and explain what has been done to ensure that the quality of the 
course is not compromised as a result. 

 
Teacher education programs are under a great deal of scrutiny to assure policy makers and the general public 
that future elementary teachers have sufficient content knowledge and skills in the areas in which they have 
teaching responsibilities and that they have clearly defined coursework to assure that they also have 
opportunities to acquire the methods needed to successfully teach and develop meaningful curriculum in 
multiple content areas.  
 
UAF elementary teacher education interns (i.e., students in their senior year of the BA in Elementary 
Education degree and elementary post-baccalaureate students completing their year-long internship) currently 
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DO have these opportunities and requirements but this has not been accurately reflected in the current 
distribution of credits during their internship year. As an artifact of the process of development of the original 
BAE degree, the number of hours that interns spend in their elementary classroom placements and in their 
university methods and curriculum development courses has never been accurately reflected in the course 
credit allocations. 
 
It is important that we correct these inaccuracies now for the following reasons: 
 

1. External agencies (political entities and accreditation groups) now want more specific evidence that 
elementary teacher education students have dedicated coursework and internship requirements to 
prepare them to teach Reading, Writing, Math, Science, PE/Health and the Arts. This evidence needs 
to be reflected more directly and more accurately on our program requirements than it has been. 
Some of the work currently completed by students as part of ED 468 (a 6 credit course currently co-
taught by 4 instructors) is being distributed to other courses so that the content of the courses is more 
clearly evident to reviewers.  
 

2. To be eligible for the newly created Alaska Performance Scholarship, university students must be 
enrolled in 30 credits per academic year. The intern year requirements in the current BA in 
Elementary Education degree include only 26 credits. These 26 credits are not an accurate 
representation of the amount of coursework and fieldwork that students actually complete. 

 
 

 
 
APPROVALS:  (Additional signature blocks may be added as necessary.) 

 

 Date  
Signature, Chair, 
Program/Department of: Elementary 
Education 

Carol Barnhart 

 

 Date  
Signature, Chair, College/School Curriculum 
Council for: Education 

 

 

 Date  
Signature, Dean, College/School of: 
Education 

Allan Morotti 

 

 Date  
Signature of Provost (if applicable) 
Offerings above the level of approved programs must be approved in advance by the 
Provost. 
 

 
 

ALL SIGNATURES MUST BE OBTAINED PRIOR TO SUBMISSION TO THE GOVERNANCE 
OFFICE. 

 

 Date  
Signature, Chair, UAF Faculty Senate Curriculum Review 

Committee 
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