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FORMAT1 
Submit original with signatures + 1 copy + electronic copy to Faculty Senate (Box 7500). 

See http://www.uaf.edu!uafgov!faculty-senate!curriculum!course-degree-procedures-l for a complete description of the 
rules governing curriculum & course changes. ·1 tcQ4.,q;r' 

TRIAL COURSE OR NEW COURSE PROPOSAL 

SUBMITTED BY: 
·r-----------------,-... ·····-··-···-····--················ 

: Department Journalism College/School i .... ... . .... 1---'::__ _ _.:.;._.:.;. _________ --l CLA 

i ~r~~~~~~ ~Y 1----L--'y'--n_n_e:.....L~o--tt ________ -l ~~~~~---······ 474-6245 

! Email Contact Iynne.lott@alaska.edu Faculty Contact Lynne Lott 

1. ACTION DESIRED 

(CHECK ONE): 

.............................................. --........ CJ 
Trial Course 

..................................................... 
New Course ••••••••• c=J 

2. COURSE IDENTIFICATION: ............... Q~Pi __ .._I _ _;;..J_RN _ __._L~ourse # •••. l-1 _4_33_-ll ~?~?i:~~~~i!~ ••• _._I __ 3 _ _. 

i Justify upper/lower division 
! status & number of credits: 

Upper division- this course requires established journalism reporting & writing skills as 
well as knowled e of AP style 

--~::!...?F~~~~-~O~~~~~~~~~~L=.l Public Relations Techniques 

I··~~JiNb~--~~~~~ ... ~~~·~~~·~····· ... ·························@····~ no , ........ lf~:::~~:~t: •••• , ~-~~--c~~-r~: •• # ..•. ,'---:-__ __. 
{Requires approval of both departments and deans involved. Add lines at end of form for such signatures.) 

~£I;N~ S~~-~~~~~································~······················ • Lj __ n_o_-',. 1Ty~~; D~pt .... L..., ___ ___.I- Course ii ··L...I ___ _. 

~: _F~~qij_~~~fQ~Qff~/!ltyg_~ - -t-~-::-~Fa:-1-:l,_ev_e-::n-_n_u_m_b_er-::ed_ye_a_•·s_· -::----:----:-:-:----::-:-:---:---:-:-:--:--:---:--' 
1 Fall, Spring, Summer {Every, or Even-numbered Years, or Odd-numbered Years)- or As 

.J Demand Warrants 

8. COURSE FORMAT: 
NOTE: Course hours may not be compressed into fewer than three days per credit. Any course compressed into fewer than six weeks 
must be approved by the college or school's curriculum council. Furthermore, any core course compressed to less than six weeks must 

r~~ .. ~~~ D D 0 0 o~~k;lo~"'' I 
r oTHER ioRMAT(~~~~i~): ~f!112:~t~~ 
"·······-···-····-··········--·········--··········-· .... f-i -----------------------------! Mode of delivery (specify 
I }!;!C:t(JEI:!! fit:!lcJ !~Ips., ~~~s., t:!~C:) 

19:EoN-iAciiii5uRSPEifwiii<~- 13.01" LE-CTURE- .... o-LAB-- PRACTICUM 
, _ ... .. .. . ... _L_j_hou_r,s/weeks .. ~.ou~sj~et:!k__ hours/week 

Note:# ofcredits are based on contact hours. 800 minutes of lecture=l credit. 2400 minutes of lab in a science course=l credit. 
1600 minutes in non-science lab=l credit. 2400-4800 minutes of practicum=l credit. 2400-8000 minutes of internship=l credit. 
This must match with the syllabus. See http://www.uaf.edu/uafgov/fac:ulty-senate/curriculum/course-degree-procedures-/guidelines
f9r:_<::.QD.Jl?.\JtiDg:! for more information on number of credits. 

, •• <?'i'8~~89Q~$··i~p-~~ifY~p~)···········r----------------------------, 

10. COMPLETE CATALOG DESCRIPTION including dept., number, title, credits, credit distribution, cross-listings and/or 
stacking (50 words or less if possible): 

JRN 433 W Public Relations Techniques 
3 Credits Offered Fall, Even-numbered Years 
Examines the role of public relations in publicity, media relations, market research, crisis management, ethics, 
communication theories and related topics. Central to the class is the learning of persuasive writing techniques and the 
writing and rewriting of public relations documents including press releases, public service announcements, media alerts, 
features, newsletters and backgrounders. Class includes examination of case studies and preparation of a comprehensive 
final paper/project: a public communications "message plan" plan for a businesses, organization or institution. Prerequisites: 
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·' 
ENGL FJJJX,ENGL F211X or ENGL F213X,JRN F202; or permission of instructor. (3+0) 

11. COURSE CLASSIFICATIONS: Undergraduate courses only. Consult with CLA Curriculum Council to apply S or H 
classification e~,ppropriately; otherwise leave fields blank. 

H = Humanities I I S = Social Sciences I 

his cour5e"he""IJ5ecftofuiiiHa"requireme-nt ...... , YES· I X ,. NO: I 
E! .. ~.~~~~-~~.!:!r.~~~e..s~re?..l~_!~~!..~~~~--~'?.~1!!:_ ........ _ ............. ________ ···········----·····-·-- ... ··'---· ..... __ _,_ ___ ..... ___ ....~ 

IF YES, check which core r uirements it could be used to fulfill: 
W = Writing Intensive, Format 7 c=!J Natural Science, Format 8 C:=J 

NO~ 

13. GRADING SYSTEM: Specify only one. Note: Later changing the grading system for a course constitutes a Major 
Course Chanfu 
[_~::_~~~-=----~ PASS/FAIL: CJ 

RESTRICTIONS ON ENROLLMENT (if an ~ 
114~-PREREQU/SITES ENGL FllX, ENGL F211X OR F213X, JRN202 or permission of instructor 
.................. ....................... ················-·rh~e will be required before the student is allowed to enroll in the course. 

16. PROPOSED COURSE I $0 
FEES 

············-·······------·-····-··--····-·-----------··---·--·--... · ... ':---:----:---:---::----:--:----1'----------------, 
Has a memo been submitted through your dean to the Provost for fee 
approval? 
Yes/No 

························-··············· ································-······················· ·············································-·············-········-···················································-·······-············································'-----------------' 

17. PREVIOUS HISTORY 

If yes, give semester, year, course #, etc.: 

18. ESTIMATED IMPACT 
WHAT IMPACT, IF ANY, WILL THIS HAVE ON BUDGET, FACILITIES/SPACE, FACULTY, ETC 

I Minimal. Course will use existing facilities, space and faculty. 

19. LIBR~RY COLLECTIONS 
Have you contacted the library collection development officer (kljensen@alaska.edu, 474-6695) with regard to the 
adequacy of library/media collections, equipment, and services available for the proposed course? If so, give date of 

I 

cof2.t<~,ct~nd resol'!..!f9..!!..:_.Jf not, e~e.Fia:::;in~w;..:.;h~n;.;;o..::t. _______________________ ....., 

[ No IJx Yes ·0 Professor has perused current collections and found them sufficient for the 
· needs of this course. 

·-·························· ~-···-····-·-· ......... . 
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20. IMPACTS ON PROGRAMS/DEPTS 

What programs/departments will be affected by this proposed action? 
Include information on the Pro rams/De artments contacted (e . . , email, memo) 

No impact on other departments is expected. 

21. POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE IMPACTS 
Please specify positive and negative impacts on other courses, programs and departments resulting from the 
proposed action. 

This course will have almost entirely positive impacts on the journalism and other programs. As an 
additional choice for a writing intensive elective, students will be able to further specialize their skills to 
prepare them for the job market. One possible negative impact is the lowering of enrollment in other W 
courses such as JRN311 (Magazine Article Writing) and JRN444 (Investigative Reporting). However, the 
department believes that this is unlikely and that rather the program will gain NEW students who did not 
previously consider the journalism major because of the lack of public communications courses available. 
This course may also have positive impacts on the COMM department (possible cross-list as that 
program undergoes changes with a new department chair/professor) and ENGL students who may want 
to gain writing skills outside that department's current offerings (such as "Technical Writing"). 

JUSTIFICATION FOR ACTION REQUESTED 
The purpose of the department and campus-wide curriculum committees is to scrutinize course change and new 
course applications to make sure that the quality of UAF education is not lowered as a result of the proposed 
change. Please address this in your response. This section needs to be self-explanatory. Use as much space as 
needed to fully justify the proposed course. 

JRN433 was listed in the UAF course catalog until2006, when it was dropped due to lack of demand and 
lack of instructors with the appropriate background. Since that time, the field of journalism has changed 
significantly. While traditional news rooms are shrinking, public relations and public communications 
departments have grown exponentially in order to address a media that is increasingly less "mass" and 
more fractured (where bloggers, Facebook users and the like hold considerable sway). 

The addition of this course is part of a larger move to a "single track" journalism degree, which now 
comprises four separate tracks (news/editorial, broadcast, photojournalism, new media). This move is 
being made due to the changing nature of the journalism field - in other words, employers want to hire 
people with less specialization and a greater variety of skill sets. This course will be one of the approved 
electives within the program, allowing for a bit of specialization within the larger framework of the single 
journalism curriculum. 

Professor Lott was added as a term assistant professor in AY2010-11 and has a background in public 
relations and public relations coursework. 

Finally, students have expressed ~ strong desire for training in this area because of their interests and 
career goals. This course will further hone traditional journalistic writing skills with an eye toward the 
persuasive writing style that is a hallmark of public relations. 

APPROVALS: Add additional signature lines as needed. 

Date 
L-------~----~--~~------------------------~ Signature of Provost (if applicable) 

Offerings above the level of approved programs must be approved in advance by the Provost. 
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