










DVM 610 FOUNDATIONS OF VETERINARY MEDICINE I 

SYLLABUS – Fall Year 1 

Department of Veterinary Medicine, University of Alaska Fairbanks 

1. Course Information:
Title: Foundations of Veterinary Medicine I 
Number: DVM 610 
Credit: 1 (0+3) 
Prerequisites: Acceptance into First Year Veterinary Medical Program 
Location: Various lab areas – Irving, LARS, Fairbanks Experimental Farm 
Meeting time: Friday 1-4pm 

2. Instructor Contact Information:
Name: Dr. Lisa Lunn 
Office Location: 182A Arctic Health Research Building
Office Hours: By appointment 
Office Phone: 907-474-1928 
Email: llunn2@alaska.edu 

Email is the best way to reach the instructor.  You should receive a response to your email within 
  24 hours of when it is received.  If you do not receive a reply within this time frame, assume the  
 email was not received and please resend your message.    

3. Course Reading/Materials:
There are no required textbooks for this course.  Course material will consist of written notes, PowerPoints, 
journal articles, and videos.   All course materials will be posted on Blackboard. 

Required Equipment: 
• Stethoscope, timepiece with second hand (wrist watch or timer on stethoscope.  Cell phone is not

acceptable.) 

Required Attire: 
• Indoor laboratories:  Green scrub top and bottom, white lab coat.  Closed toed shoes.  No hats or

dangling jewelry. 
• Farm laboratories:  Sleeved coveralls and washable rubber overboots.  Insulated coveralls and jacket

are recommended when outdoor temperatures are below your comfort zone.  Winter hats, gloves can 
be worn.  Scarves are not allowed due to risk of injury when working with the farm animals.   

Students are expected to dress professionally and adhere to the Department dress code.  You will be 
dismissed from a lab session for lack of proper attire. 

4. Course Description:
DVM 610 is the first semester of a four‐course series in Foundations of Veterinary Medicine. The full course 
series will encompass topics in Ethics, Communication, Physical Exam Skills, Surgical Skills, Clinical 
Reasoning and Professional Development. This course will help you develop the professional skills 
necessary for the successful practice of veterinary medicine, by providing opportunities for you to practice in 

DVM 610 Syllabus 
Page 1 of 4 

2nd revision of April 13, 2015

mailto:llunn2@alaska.edu


these areas. The emphasis of this course will be on self‐directed learning, and encouraging YOU to take 
responsibility for your own learning. 
 
5. Course Goals: 
The goals for this course are to provide professional veterinary students with the foundations of basic animal 
handling and restraint, physical examination, and normal animal husbandry.  Concepts in companion animals 
and domesticated livestock will be taught.  Students will begin developing critical reasoning and case 
investigation skills, including: history taking, use of the problem-oriented medical record, and assessment of 
physical examination findings.   
 

6. Student Learning Outcomes: 
• Develop cardiovascular auscultation skills 
• Learn normal vital parameters of companion animals and livestock 
• Understand methods of safe restraint and handling of companion animals and livestock 
• Understand basic production medicine concepts of food animal and equine species 
• Develop a repeatable method of performing physical examination of companion animals and livestock 
• Evaluate the ethical principles central to the practice of veterinary medicine 
• Develop history taking skills and begin proper use of problem-oriented medical record 
• Develop adequate psychomotor skills and knowledge of proper instrument handling as a basis for 

developing surgical skills later in the curriculum 
• Use written self‐reflection for continued professional skill development 
• Practice their clinical reasoning skills in a case‐based discussion 

 
7. Instructional Methods: 
This course is designed to provide critical reasoning skills as well as physical examination skills.  A 
combination of simulation laboratories (utilizing low and medium-fidelity training models), live animal labs 
(companion animals and domesticated livestock), and critical thinking modules (small group case-based 
discussions, ethical debates, and problem-based simulations) will be used to provide instruction.  Students are 
expected to read assigned material before the start of laboratory so that class time can be spent of active 
discussion, development of hands-on skills, and problem solving of assigned material.  On-line laboratory 
quizzes and homework assignments will be utilized throughout the course to assess student learning.  
Blackboard will be used for publishing of course notes, PowerPoints, supplemental reading material, as well as 
audio/visual teaching aids. 
 

8. Course Calendar: 
  

Week Activity 
1 Course introduction 

Cardiac and Respiratory Cycles 
2 Introduction to Auscultation 

Simulation laboratory 
3 Equine Physical Examination/Production/Handling 
4 Equine Physical Examination/Handling 
5 Food Animal Physical Examination/Production/Handling 
6 Food Animal Physical Examination /Handling 
7 Critical Thinking Module 1 

Applying Terminology 
8 Small Animal Physical Examination/Handling 
9 Small Animal Physical Examination/Handling 
10 Critical Thinking Module 2 History/ Problem Oriented Medical Record 
11 Trigger Point Anatomy lab (Small Animal/Large Animal) 
12 Resume/CV/Portfolio/Elevator Pitch/Professionalism 
13 Critical Thinking Module 3 
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Interpreting Physical Examination and History 
14 Ethical dilemma case 

5 freedoms – behavior welfare 
15 OSCE (Objective Subjective Clinical Examination) /Final Examination 

 
 

9. Course Policies:  
• Attendance:   Students are expected to attend all classes and actively participate in discussions.  

Requests for excused absences must first be discussed with the instructor for the section to be 
missed. It is the responsibility of the student to provide an excused absence form to the instructor for 
signature. In the event of emergencies resulting in absence, it is the student's responsibility to contact 
the Department office and register the cause as soon as possible. Exams will draw on lecture material 
and students that do not attend class will likely not to do well in exams. 

• Classroom Behavior:  Any type of behavior in the classroom/laboratory that is disruptive, distracting, or 
disrespectful to the instructor or to students will not be tolerated and will result in dismissal from the lab 
session.  This includes, but is not limited to, disrespectful comments, use of tobacco products, 
consumption of food, and use of cell phones or wireless devices. All cell phones or other means of 
communication must be turned off during laboratory.  Browsing of the internet (unless part of a required 
class activity) and text messaging is prohibited during class time.  These laboratories are designed for 
critical thinking and hands-on activities.  Taking of notes is not required.  If a session requires notes to 
be taken or information to be looked up, cell phones, tablets, or computers may be used (at professor 
discretion) for an appropriate amount of time.   

• Plagiarism:   Plagiarism is the overt or covert use of other people’s work or ideas without 
acknowledgment of the source.  This includes using ideas or data from a classmate or colleague 
without permission and acknowledgement, including sentences from journal articles in your writing 
without citing the author, or copying parts of a website into your essay.  Plagiarism and cheating are 
serious offenses that violate the student code of conduct which may result in a grade of “F” in the 
course and/or referral to the university disciplinary committee. 

10.  Evaluation: 
 
Rubrics: 
A rubric will be used to assess student mastery of techniques presented in the physical exam, animal 
handling and trigger point anatomy laboratories. Each student is responsible for seeking feedback and 
evaluation from their laboratory instructors. A list of required tasks for each of the laboratory activities will be 
posted to Blackboard. You must demonstrate successful/satisfactory completion of each task in order for 
your instructor to sign off on it as “mastered”. Rubrics and task booklets may only be signed off by your 
instructor during your scheduled lab. Any overall scores less than 70%, or individual tasks marked as “weak” 
will need to be remediated during a scheduled make‐up lab. Please see the PE skills guidelines handout on 
Blackboard for more details. 

 
Students will have the opportunity to earn 300 points in the course.   

• Pre-laboratory quizzes: 175 points 
o There will be seven (7) pre-laboratory quizzes that reflect assigned reading material.  Each quiz 

is worth twenty-five (25) points.     
• Critical Reasoning Homework assignments: 75 points 

o There will be three (3) post-section critical reasoning homework assignments.  The homework 
will involve application of section material as it relates to a case-based scenario.  Each 
homework assignment is worth twenty-five (25) points.     

• Final examination: 50 points 
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o The final examination will be cumulative in nature.  The format will include short answer/essay 
assessments as well as hands-on skills.  The short answer/essay questions will be graded.  The 
hands-on skills will be assessed on a pass/fail basis.  It is required that students be able to 
accurately perform skills learned during the semester.  Students not achieving a passing grade 
on hands-on portion of the final examination will need to schedule a retake exam. 
 

• Grading Scale:    
• Grades will be calculated 

on 100-point scale 
A+ 96-100 % 
A 92-95.9 % 
A- 88-91.9 % 
B+ 84-87.9 % 
B  80-83.9 % 
B- 76-79.9 % 
C+ 72-75.9 % 
C 68-71.9 % 
C- 64-67.9 % 
D 60-63.9 % 
F <60 % 

 
 
11. Support Services: 
If you require more assistance than can be provided in class, and office hours, you may want to contact 
Student Support Services (http://www.uaf.edu/sssp/) or the Department of Veterinary Medicine for assistance.  
 
12. Disability Services: 
 
All students, including those with disabilities, are welcome in this course.  Equal access to the course will be 
provided to all students.  If you have a disability (including learning disabilities) it is your responsibility to inform 
the instructor during the first week of class so that you’re specific need may be accommodated.  If you have 
not already done so, you will also need to contact UAF’s Office of Disability Services by email at uaf-
disabilityservices@alaska.edu, by phone at (907)474-5655, or by TTY at (907)474-1827. 
 
 
 

DVM 610 Syllabus 
Page 4 of 4 

http://www.uaf.edu/sssp/
mailto:uaf-disabilityservices@alaska.edu
mailto:uaf-disabilityservices@alaska.edu

	2nd-revised-syllabus-for-DVM-F610_Foundations.pdf
	Rubrics:


